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ii  TRANSLATOR'S  PREFACE. 

descendants,  by  the  lively  and  affecting 
manner  in  which  he  manages  the  pas- 
sions, and  by  the  graces  and  truth  he 
throws  into  his  paintings,  while  he  des- 
cribes the  simple  manners  of  the  first  in- 
habitants of  the  earth. 

All"  our  author's  works,  of  which  this 
is  the  first  that  has  been  translated  into 
English,  are  wrote  iu  a  kind  of  loose 
poetry,  unshackled  by  the  tagging  of 
rhymes,  or  counting  of  syllables.  This 
method  of  writing  seems  perfectly  suited 
to  the  German  language,  and  is  of  a 
middle  species  between  verse  and  prose : 
it  has  the  beauties  of  the  first,  with  the 
ease  of  the  last.  It  is  not,  however,  pe- 
culiar to  Mr.  Gessner ;  for  in  this  man- 
ner the  great  Fenelon  wrote  his  Tele- 
machus,  of  which  the  public  will  soon 
be  favoured  with  an  elegant  translation 
by  the  able  hand  of  Dr.  Hawkesworth. 
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Of  this  attempt  I  am  not  qualified  to 
speak :  were  I  to  decry  it,  I  should  be 
deemed  guilty  of  aiFectation ;  if  sincere, 
I  should  be  certainly  arrogant  and  rude 
in  offering  it  to  the  public,  and  to  praise 
it  would  be  presumption.  But  I  will 
venture  to  say,  that  I  flatter  myself  my 
copy  has  escaped  any  glaring  deformity, 
though  it  may  want  many  of  the  almost 
inimitable  graces  of  the  charming  origi- 
nal. That  painter  must  indeed  be  a 
dauber,  who  could  make  a  disagreeable 
picture^  while  he  attempted  to  copy  a 
Raphael  or  a  Titian.  Such  as  it  is,  I 
leave  it  to  the  candour  of  the  reader, 
believing  that,  notwithstanding  the  loud 
cry  of  universal  depravity,  no  one  will, 
without  just  cause,  and  in  mere  wanton- 
ness of  cruelty,  condemn  the  assiduous 
efforts  of  a  female  pen. 


THE 

LIFE  OF  GESSNER. 


Solomon  GESSNER  was  bora  on  the 
l8t  of  April,  1750,  in  the  city  of  Zarich,  ia 
Swis«^IayDd>  of  which  town  his  father,. Con«- 
rod  Geasner,  of  the  l6th  ceatuiy,  had,  1^  in- 
defatigaKIe  application,  raised  himself  from 
indigence  and  obscurity  to  great  distinclnon 
in  the  literary  world,  so  that  he  was  called 
the  Pliny  of  Grermany,  and  esteemed  as  a 
man  of  universal  knowledge.  John  Gessner, 
a  grandson  of  the  above,  obtained  great  cele- 
brity as  -a  naturalist,  and,  Jacob  Gessner,  his 
brother,  is  wdl  known  from  his  labours,  and 
knowledge  of  medals  and  coins,  to  the  con* 
noisseam  of -that  science. 

The  early  years  of  our  author's  youth  gave 
DO  inficatiims  of  hii  future  greataess^  <on  t^ 
coatnuy,  he  was  found  lenarkably  backwaid 
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iar(he  attfiiQiffeot  of  the  first , rudiments  of 
e^uoatioRyf^ndy  unfortunatelyi  m^ny  obstacles 
^od  4iffi<c^Iy^$  teqded  to  check  the  progress 
oS  knav^l^dge.  Iti  his  father's  house  he  was 
epjtrust^  to  the  care  of  an  indigent  ecclesias- 
ticy  a  mere 'pedantj  and  destitute  of  politeness 
and  discernment.  In  the  public  schools  also 
whiqh  he  attended  his  instruction  was  en- 
tkely:  confined  ta  the  first  elements  of  the 
Qti^fk  and  Latin  tongues.  The  mode  of  inr 
st^nlctioa  was  entirely  confined  to  set  forms, 
pfHFtoking  -more  of  stiffness  than  accuracy  ; 
lAte  J^empry  was  overcharged'  with  a  load  of 
phr«s^>  rules^  and  terminations^  and  the 
teacher  never  thought  of-  infusing  into  the 
daiind  the  simples  to^  and  principles  of  think- 
ing and  writing.  • 

His  young  mind^  thus  almost  overwhelmed, 
sought  amusements  more  congenial  to  itself^^ 
and  at  t  very  early  period  he  shewed  a  dc-? 
cided  attachment  for  all  the  arts  of  imitation  : 
he  often  employed  his  leisure  hours  in  model- 
Bog:  varioos  images  in  waX|  socK^s  groups  of 
men,  of  animak,  and  other  figures ;  and 
tliMfjgb^  letWPicid  ffo»  «d[iMl  wkhout-  any 
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great  simre  of  iTojrds  and  ratfitfi  lie  sielfloai 
failed  to  bring  bovie  \ritb  him  tome « new 'fi- 
gures of  wtts^.witb  which  he  took  4'eliight  in 
amusiDg  bis:  little  lister.  Every  leiscrfre  b€>ur> 
and  e? eiy  penoj  be  could  master,  were  de» 
Toted  to  this  faTOurite  porsHit. 


'  I 


Another  empIo3mient  was' soon  introduced 
to  yonng  Gessner,  which  divided  his  attend' 
tion  with  the  former.  By  accident  the  historj 
of  Robinson  Crnsoe  fell  into  his  hande.  loh^ 
mediately  the  little  sculptor  became  an  au- 
thor.  Another  Crusoe  sprang  from  hid  invent 
tioo^  and  every  scrap  of  paper  he  could  pre^ 
pare  was  filled  with  the  wondrous  history; 
all  his  Robinsons  were  incessant  smokers,  and 
lightnings  and  tempests^  Sic.  flashed  and 
roared  in  every  page;  but  this  indulgence  of 
his  jovenile  fancy  was  soon  checked ;  for  his 
preceptor  discovering  the  secret>  instead ^of 
deriving  from  thence  the  means  of  directing 
his  taate  and  disposition,  deemed  it  only  a» 
an  obstmction  to  the  stvdy.of  the  ancieae 
langbag^y  orrathef  to  the  slavisb  task  :o£ 
learning  1>y:  heart- the  vocabulary  and  rodiw 
nimts. .  Hfl^  tkerefiMP^  tfa jwwwrtd ^te- jwafc 

bg 


ddiltrt^so  daicffiitlg  a  SUpb^loii^  by  lber^feife«i 
6f  the 'mo^t  df^agi^ble  Impmsioil^ ;  iii  ten-^ 
s^qufeficfe -W  iwrhich;-  the  firri  ftnits  of  our 
ydttng' {tlttfitifr  Were  comoiemorftt^  Iii  a  mab- 
herfeuft^  trf  iitogtist  him  fbr  ever  ias  u  writer. 
iTlek^  iti^asures  were'  ins/ufficieoit  :to  extin- 
igiiUh  the  s^ark  of  genids  in  an  ardent  mind; 
he'stitf  contitiaed  his  authorsbip^  btit  with 
more ''caiitib'tf ;  and  a  muhipiicity  of  new 
idli'nd^  ai)^  new  Crusoes  spranrg  from  his  fer^ 

tllcitfliihfe. 

■•■■••'-...    ...  .   ■  • 

The^effect  which  these  occupations  had  on 
hfs  projgre^s  in  the  study  of  languages  be- 
c^ni^  every  day  more  perceptible,  and  the  in- 
J^iywhidh  it  did  to  his  advancement  from 
oMe  >cla8s  to  another,  more  remarkable.  Com- 
jplaints  of  bis  incapacity  and  stupidity  became 
longer  and /inocie  freqtient,  and  caused  to  his 
fiiA^ily  tlie  mdst  ^Bsible  mortification. 

The  author  of  a  paoegj^-on  Gessner,  pub- 
lished at  Paris  in  1774,  asserts  that  Bodmer 
fainmlf/^that  Socrates  of  ^bis  country,  who 
IcBcfwiidw  t6  wkkentke  geoias  of  to  maby. 


Uh 


were ^ possibly  to  bring  fortlva  ^f^r^  of  t^: 
Jeato;  Bodmery  after. a  sligbn  .i^i^o^iivuioii, 
seiu  hiQi  back,  with  aa  assurance^  ti^,':thctr$i 
19108  no  ground  to  hope  that^,.hfi  .pQtoM 
leara  aiijc  thing  but  to  read,  andi.^riti^t 
and  the  first  rules  of  arithmetic..  Qa  the 
other  handy  Mr,  Simler,  the  iD8pector>.kaQWf;i 
as  a  litenury  man  by  his  very  cqrious,  coll^-t 
tion  of  documents^  relative  to  the  ep.cJe8ia§ti- 
cal  history  of  Swisserland,  raised  the  dejected 
spirits  of  the  family  of  Gessoer.  by-.t^e,  most 
oonsoling  hopes;  he  said^  that  be  pep<ceive^ 
io  this  youth  taleuts  which  must.sooper  Qjr 
Jatex  develope  themselves,,  aud  .raise  hiiA.far 
above  his  companions. 


■'  ;        ■■   > 


•  The  parents  of  young  Gessoer  seeing  ad!l 
their  endeavours  to  advance  him  ^t.  sehocl 
fail,  determined  at  length  to  try  an  expe- 
dient.-     - . 

•    ■  ■  ■    • "  ..... 

4  clergyman  in  the  .coujntry,.the  fatheir^flf 
Uie  €aq9it-  y«egudL],<,bad,,l>y  the  edoc^pg 
i»e ga!j^l^,?jwnas<)fl,  R^rit^.tb^  f«X?Sf#J 


t  0£S$NE8!B  X1E£. 

ti)>iiiiOA '  vhkrit  bad  Been  ^tertaiatd  of  his 
4biowkMi^'m  atfaolasiic  Jeaniting^  atid  of  his 
td]e(ittf4G>ii<  peaching.  To  bis  house  youDg 
Gkfttf&^iWM  sent  .as  a  boarder.  Under  a  su- 
perintendance  more  mild  and  more  enlight- 
tfA^'hift  mind  elerated  itself  to  better  reso- 
lutions. 

His  studies  t^ith  the  son  of  his  host  became 
"V^ry  us^^ful  to  him ;  young  Vocgueli  was  not 
6b1jr  iBk  paissionate  admirer  of  the  ancients^  he 
hiad'ldik)  ti  tast€  for  all  the  branches  of  elegant 
lll^tiiattitey  and  read  with  mnch  eagerness  the 
beslJ  "Writers  of  Grermany,  particularly  the 
poets.'  It  was  through  him  that  Gessner  be- 
cdmb  acquainted  with  the  works  of  Brock. 
He  perused  this  book  with  the  greatest  avi- 
dity, and  even  spoke  of  the  author  with  the 
%Arm€st  gratitude^  considering  him  as  the 
Ift^stl  friecid  of  his  poetical  life.  It  cannot  be 
donbted  that  this  exact  painter  of  aature  was 
his  first  guide  in  the  beauties  of  description, 
in  that  fidelity  of  design  which  gives  to, all 
his  pi^ures  a  character  so  new  and  so  true. 
Butfaie  <ropied  &om  him  only  as  an  artist  of 
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tht  dev«lopc»i«Dt  4>f  > the;ik>etic4l  taktito  pf 
KSessnery  firat^excited  by  hie?  iDifiir0Mif8e.-'Wilji 
the  nose  of  Birock^  was  alill  Eingnkdyiiiid^ 
by  all  the  relative  eircttBistances  0l^viii»i0it«;a^ 
tioQ.  Berg/ where  be  then  ]ived>]U^  aitualtod 
in  one  of  the  most  agreeable  conntrieB-ofi  ck^ 
CantoD  of  Zurich. 

There  bis  senses  yet  could  taste  all  the  en- 
joyment of  a  free  and  pvre  air,  a  beauliCul 
sky,  eaamelled  meadowy  the  sweeCmtiriiitir 
^  rivotets;  th6  waving  v^rdar^  of  .the  /fitt49> 
and  the  g)oobi.y  shades  of.  the, forest.;;  tH^tje 
his  susceptible  mind  conceived  thefiriH  ttm.^ 
cf  that  world  of  imagination-  which  he  iMK)n 
after  peopled  with  all  those  beingA;  wb[ic})i  hi;s 
fancy  brodght  forth^^  He  bad/ohoaep  bi&jf^-' 
voarice  retreat  in  a  grove,  ^ufficieiitly  4i^Ai|t 
from  the  village,  where  he  used  to  li^\^aio 
the  deUghtful  melady  of  th0  birds,  ,aqd  tt^ 
pkasing;  murmurs  of  a  neighbouring  sp^'ipg... 

-  /       ...  .  •    ,    .     ^  .n 

At  this  period,  all  the  teeder  syo^atbies^^f 
the  soul'  were  awakened.:.  Th(^  daughter  pf 
his  host^  yoang,  amuibl^,.aD«l  full  of  fusibi- 
lity, was  in  bis  society  every  day :  the?|^i$ei« 
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:^liiMrslftfU»flie«^^80i}/s6m  g^ned  Ihe  empipe 
of  his  heart.  Tbit  -  GiycmMtanbe  aecelerated 
the  maturity  of  a  passion  the  most  pleasing 

^  Itk  Uetsiorgs  «ttacbed  to  Uie  destiny  of 

min.'-^  }:.=  ;).>.?    ;'^.  >  :         •  .,    \     ...' 

'^t^  ihind  •  <»f ''Gessner  could  not  t«iist  thie 
torrent  of  sentiments  and  iniAge^  with  ^ich 
it  was  then  assailed ;  a  soul  such  as  his  could 
iiotMSt^ive  iu^h'kDpressioni  without  creating 
aeW  bneii^  it-hean^life^  his-mtist  fleel  the^  nec»- 
)iV|r'df-Mnlwifioatkl|(  vH  fe^Ungs  to  those 
«r^ridik<^^--  -  :*-  '•  ■•'-  ■     ■ 

•  Bc#g^  'ihei^ore^  may  be  considisred  as  the 
eftitfte  of 'the-ni^e  of  Ckssner.  A  v^ry  con^ 
sMeimfale'iiQmb^r  of  poetical  essays,  which)  if 
we  may  jud^'  tvob-  only  bythie  chanietcr  of 
the  writibg>'1>y'thehr  Miuerons  orthographic 
tA  errors,  -but  also  by  the  istibjeet  Bud  aifai^ 
tfer^  should  be  the  firs^/  belong  evidently  to 
tkis  period  6f  his  Hfe.  Hfs  genkfd  waking, 
{tppears^'in  them  to  endeavour  to  find  itself,  it 
tirt^S'dtfierent  manneA^'and  seek»  to  pro«e  its 
strength  in  various  modes ;  these  are  in  suo- 


\ 


'bja^i  prose  PHwed  .vfilh  yc^rse^fiftblesii  t§t»^ 

Th^«  18  not  one  qf  tb^se  eftsayt  <of  lb«  in- 
fancy, of  his  genius  bat  gives  earnest  of  ft.fu*- 
tore  great. poet :  nothing  more  is  wanting  but 
the  jNrartice  of  tbe  mecbanical  part  .of  tbie^  art 
to  ptodfooe  greal  work*. 


.:Aftec  hAviog.  pw^Aeci  near];  two  y^ars  jai 
Bcfg,  Qfs^ii^r  r^twrn^  to  hi9  fatb^r'a  »t  jZitr 
rich;  besoQo:«9ugtH  tbe.aqqu£un(ap$:e:of*.tb^ 
yoong  men  then  most  distinguished, -9ad.iQi9 
short  time  attracted  their  attention.     He  fre- 
quently-visited  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Kbpn, 
where  Klopstogk/Jiv^  af^er  he  had  c|Ujir«e^e4 
irith  Bodoif^r.    Th^  father  waa  a  man  of  giiest 
iQfqfOlftltio^o,  of.a.  very  cult^ivated  mindj^  ai94 
gl!^:kQQWi€dg.i^  of  the  world :  his  sox^s  di^ 
tingiisji^  jj^^selves  ,by   their   intelligenjcis,, 
and  .truly  .origina}.  wit  ^  thejr  house  was  itu^ 
geaerai.  repdes^oMd  of  laen  of  distinguishedi 
talents.;   .(S^ssoer  necessarily^  acquired  much 
in  aa^i^  tiouft  froQit  the  daily-int<urco\irse  of - 


Va 
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thtf  society.  Thfey  all  excdled  him  in  science; 
they  istad ^  studied'  better  than  he,  not  only  the 

ancient  literature,  but  k\s6  the  chief  works  of 
the  French,  English,  and  German  learning ; 

tbey^ixurrefsfed  his  mode  of  tliiaking ;  enlight- 
.ened  his  jniod  on  topics  of  tvhich  he  had  only 
.ajsottluaed  notipo;  aodgai^tohis  principles 
riBore /justness  and  predsion,    Sooie  sheets  of 

.poetry,. separated  from  those  -mentioned  be- 

tore,  should  no  doubt  belong  to  this  period  of 
.j^iisr^  lifej;  : la  these  second  essays  his  choice 

Be«iil8f:to  be. more  fixed:  with  the  exception 

afjtwp  or  three  pieces^  they  are  all  love  son- 
:  nets,  ^if^he  same  measure  with  those  of  Ana- 

•xnrooov...;    ;./.:.; 

i  f: We  have  already  seen  how  Gessner  em- 
.ployed  those  hours  which  were  destined  for 
sdiool ;  to.  the  passion  Ivhich  he  had  for  model- 
ling m'w&x,  soon  succeeded  that  for  drawing; 
for  a  long  time  it  was  nothing  more  than  a 
mere  taste  for  imitation,  and  the  pleasure  of 
gratifying  'this  natural  disposition.  A  parti- 
cular circumstance  however  which  occurred 
to  him  in  the  year  1749,  nearly  determined 


hin^fiDm  the^M^of  tU  to  ygi^ke  bis  aQu^ipent 
A  fierioos  occupc^ion,  ai)4  tp.  deeVaU  iiii}2£e|f 
entirely  t»  its  iipprovewi^t.        ■;!     ,    , . 

Id  tb»  jemr  he  nittde  a  j^Airaejr  tccBcrlxi. 
Ht«  fadier  Wl  pkoed  him  in  tbchovse  of  an 
^mioeitt  txiokselter,  to  qualify  him  to  fittithat 
situatioQ  for  which  he  intended  htm :  hi«  new 
master  undertook  to  perfect  bis  initniction^ 
with  a  degree  of  accuracy  rather  too  minute  ' 
he  thought  fie  to  make  him  pass  through  all 
the  grada^ioDS  of  the  profession,  and'  em- 
ployed him  at  first  in  arranging  the  parcels, 
in  making  up  packets,  in  short  every  thing 
necessary  to  form  an  excellent  «hop-boy. 
Gessner,  who  for  some  time  past  entertained 
a  favonxable  opinion  of  his  own  talents,  found 
these  occupations  by  no  means  suited  to  his 
taste.  On  the  other  hand,  the  brilliancy  of  a 
great  capital,  and  the  alhiring  variety  of  its 
pleasures,  incessantly  invited  him  tonew  avo- 
cations: the  visits  of  his  young  couotr^^men, 
who  bad  not  come  to  Berlin  tobeen^ged  in 
business,  but  to  sec  the>  world,  .and  enjoy 
themselves,  sqoq  renderedhis  situsnioawhollv 
insupportable;    without  much  consideralvoci 

b6 


^fbiii'?h^'id«U)Jov<ir6eer,.:bejtook' a  lodging  in 
Jthe^d|tyii  vh^re^  adeojrdipg  to  Siis;  new  deter- 
cifliinaiiibi^iHB  iwoold  vcstgQ  liimself  up  to  his 
4t«l^e}|ft>r  tlM^&ae  artB^  and  ibrrsociefcy.  His 
^Mtfentb'cKsa<ppraTed  much  of c  this  precipitate 
^fOAf  iiiih&f>  «aw  in  the: boldness  of  this  resolo- 
Jtionta  deCennined  efibtt  to  disengage  bimaelf 
)at  onoe  ifroniitbe  painful  burthen  of  business^ 
Jtb  &ettJ  haatseUf'fi^ni  eivery.kind  of  subjection^ 
Sfthd'ii&^gif^e  himself  Tree^  withoat  i«straint,  to 
laliidiQ  amusements  of  the  place  where  here- 

isole^i''  '1^9'CaU  him  back:  to^oiidery  they  ima- 
-^ae^robtbing  could  b^  bettier  than  to  make 
liint&e|ihis)  dependanc^;  the  bills  which  he 
dfew  were  ^nbthnined lately  paidy  and  Gessner 
foflUid  iiimself  .in  embarrassment.  From'  this 
moment  his  friends  neither  saw  nor  beard  any 
more  of  him  ;  nobody  knew  what  was  become 
'y)f.  him.  i  Aft€Hr>  tsecindipg  himself  for  some 
!a%eks)  he  went.to  H<mpely  the  painter  of  the 
4EMMirt,\whose  friendship  he  had  before  sought 
:»pd  .obtained;  .be  requested  him  to  follow 
liair  tj6f:1)iii  lodgings*;  ,all  the  walls  of  his  apart-*^ 
joent  were  corered' with  landscapes,  which  he 
jilit  fimsbe^i.)  Jbe  ^ere  .conjured  H^mpel^ 


to  tdl3iiin  candidly^  if^  afier  tfaKeispqdaiieiiB, 
be  tfaooght  him  capable  of  attaiamg'sac^A 
iegree  g£  profidency  in  the  m^M  ini^ht  not 
oolj  assure  him  ihe  meAos  o£  Itniig^Jrai.'ako 
some  esteem,  and  .xoaiideratiodj  n^Heniinl 
wired  bis  paintings  a  long  l:i^ej«ith.iBkn(t 
atteotioa,  and  at  length  asked  iumv^m,ii(faajt 
odginals  he  copied:  Oessner  assnned  hintitt 
was  all  his  own  inveDtion,  and  told  him  .at 
the  same  time  how  unhappy  he  was. that  bis 
pictores  would  not  dry;  it  was  be^a«se:he 
had  mixed  his  colpors  with  salad  oil,  inkead 
of  linseed  :  Hempel  burst  out  a  lau^iu^  am) 
said,  **  Come,  I  see  you  have- not  long  Ib]^ 
lowed  the  profession;  but  a  beginuer,  who.  is 
unacqaainted  with  the  rudiments,  and  com* 
poses  such  works,  what  may  he  not  p rodnce 
in  ten  years' time!" 

'  Gessner,  however,  did  not  itnd  himself 
obliged  to  adopt  the  resource;  his  parents 
were' soon  reconciled  with  him ;  he  wasi  even 
permitted  to  prolong  his  stay  at!iBeKlin,iaBd 
Co  ipllowibks^^  deli  nation ;  h^.enjbyed  tibci  plee^ 
sures  ef'Ji^y  and  the  amosemenrtsof  >the  -gCBat 
iHMrid^triilh.aE'the  ^fivcicity  ioif>fli''yQtil^fjili»i!i 
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but  with. more  prndeace  than  is  iMualiy  pos^ 
sess^  at  h^s  age,  and  without  ever  losing 
Sight  of  a  great  and  dignified  object ;  the  gay 
companipA^  of  his  yoqth  did  not  posaess  him 
exciu^yely ;  be  was  as  often  found  in  societies 
where l^e  might  derive  instructjot^,  as  in  those 
whei;e  he  nought  only  amusement;  he  visited 
fpen  of  letters  and  artists^and  was  intimately 
acquainted  with  Krause^  Heq^pel,  Ramler^ 
aiid  Sulzun 

..Xieaviag,  Berlin,  Gessnec,  went  to  Ham- 
faorgh;  he  had  got  a  letter  of  peoommenda* 
lion  43p  llagedorn ;  but  before  he  presented 
it^  he;wtshed  tip  be  acquainted  with  this  fa- 
ther of  German  poetry>  without  tlie  introduc- 
tion of  any  otlier  person,  and  try  if  he  could 
merit  his  regard  on  his  own  account ;  he  ac- 
cordingly went  to  the  coffee-house  which 
Hagedorn  frequented^  watching  a  fit  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking  to  him  ;  he  sooq  found  it : 
be  had  read  the  works  of  this  charming  poet 
With  transport;  his  conversation  appeared  to 
him  not  less  agreeable  than  his  writings; 
Hagedorn  was  much  pleased  with  the  com- 
j?any  of  tlie  . young. stranger  $  they  frequently 


I 

met  each' other;  at  length  HageAorn  desired 
to  know  who  ihfe  stratiger  was,*fbr  iiiph6fA=  fife 
had  already  doflceryed'  so  strong  a'tfriAidshi'p: 
It  was  Aot  till  th^=  that  Oessner^wfs^tftM  his 
letter  of  ^ecooimendation,  addhf^  thfi^  bd'Hr^ 
ABbiticioa  of^hnideritig  hhti^elf  Wottfif^  dflift 
esteem  anfd  frientfsMpy  #faich  VU''lh^'yf&YtV€ 
that  brought'  him  to  Hambfirgh.''  HagedWA 
invited  hifii  t6  tfis  honstefj  in^odueed  himl'fb 
all  his  friends^  among  whom  were  sbthel  of'the 
most   distingaished   literary  characters;   and 
white  Gressnet'cototiifiuted  at  H^mbtrfgh^HHa- 
sredom   wfts  never' seen    withttot'hiirti  .At 
length  oar  poet  was  again  retntlied  io  'RMi^. 
The  arrival  of  Ktepstock,  feind  hii'-reiiid^^nee 
at  Zurich,  caused  the  enthusiasm  to  be  th€#e 
carried  to  the  highest  degree.  -'    '■ 

His  own  country  was  not,  in  respect  to  Ihe^ 
rary  attainmcmts,  distinguished  from  t()e  test 
of  Germany ;  his  pastorals  •  'were  ■  thbUght 
agreeable  and  charming,  but  tliere  were  bnly 
a  few  judges  Who  attached  to  Aese  epithets, 
now  be^me'' so  common;  the  idea  bf  softi^ 
thing  great,  tietr;  or  original.  His  pera&nal 
chartcteriibtWublediy  t^ntifbated  not  k  V\lAt 


to-iet->bU'l«lenU  imnain^ia  th«/riiadec  his 
MBfilable- modesty  wa»xionsidefed,  paiticalarly 
w4l  poet^Ma  eoasciottsoess  of  weakness^  and 
mot  knavtithg  how  to  reconcile  this-  .modesty 
with' the  so|)eriority  of  his  poetical  taieots> 
which  they  oba Id  no  longer  refose  to  allow  him^ 
tboy  safety  bets  a  poet,  it  is  troe^  but  he  is  ao- 
dmgaooret  al  length  they  asserted  that  his 
gedia»  was  not  only  limited  to  poetry>  but 
even*  to ;  that  particular  species  in  which  h^ 
excelled;  notwithstanding  < the ^  diffid^ce  he 
found  in  himself,  he  was  a  little  hurt  at  an 
opinion,  which  prescribed  «t]cb  jC<uifined.  li- 
mits to  bis  genius;  and  this  waa  truly  the 
cironmstance  that  gave  birth  to  the  first  id^ 
of  composing  the  Death  of  jibeL  • 

•  ■  «        •  • 

The  poem,  although  not  among  the  first: 
productions  of  his  muse,  proves  sufficiently 
that  natnre  had  destined  him  to  distinguish. 
himself  in  more  than  one  species  of.  writing.. 

^Ib  1768)  Geisner  fMiifsbed  iaBafiditicin  of 
hi*  worits  iti  llaar  volomesylheiliMt  lof  which, 
ooniakied  dotMt%' %|Et^/ii(3W<i  prpd0A<;jona»J  ex- 

>iB^«h^i^Mi«r  4f'4A^-Avv^^-aQd)ihis:.2Vi^A^  . 


TVie9&iM«cmiEk»:conu8t  of  bwlSrsiiNimig^. 

listwaa^rooerved:  with  omch  ^tipfltn^^i^cpi/^  Wfti: 
ooJeiiipIeuiiDgfroai  hs  taKeatiM^^aadifraaic 
lU-  manif  >''affiectiBg  iritiMi£ionai^}lbaa('fiooi'  iU 
chaneters^<  wfaklv  9reve:W<^:.coB«feitf£b  fii4^ 
htppify '  es|»re8Md^-  .^partienlaillj;;  the  ariguuir 
Ammaiiev  ^  HdmU  .vSinfto^  ihe  aclioB  .^wftl, 
horweve^  deficieat  iVf  aaiiiittli«D^aiid4SiedKmes 
ma  taffifci^titly'flUeq^aditov ;.i:  V,    ^i^  ^  ^  •:  w^ 

He  ««tiffiieili  4lie!«gc  of  thirty  ibe^ora  be 
thought  >  of  ^voiiog  ^  himself  ^^ridudjr ; to< 
paintings  till  thecrihitf  essay  S' id  drawmgtraiid. 
eograving  were  only^atiBmusciiicnUi'.^To  iD^ 
duce  him  to  exertion^  it  was  always  necessary 
tlr-reiiae'hiiii/lroiiii  fais/habiloal  ,oeFreI?s9Q^s, 
by  pfewntingr  to  his/miod  a* strong  ^motiv^: 
whiob^  having  onoeiifoimd^  there*. was-  ti«l! 
degiee:  of/tippliemtipi]y:iKMireyec  MTeite^^ihal  '■ 
he   was  not  adequate  to,   and   no  obstacles 

that  hii>.aasidiiity  QOiild.|not'iSMii]fe90i^t«^    He 
at  this  perMfoim^  ani^acqoafaiUtfice}  with 

keii0#.of  .^^iittiittv  poAta^ftd^il  ckaXriogp';)  Im^ 
had  free  scceu  io  bis  boose  and  hia  QoIit(»^ 
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tion:  he  formed  an  indmate  iriendship  with 
his  son^  and  soon  conceived  a  strong  attach* 
ment  for  his  daughter,  who  was  a  yotmg  lady 
endowed  with-  ancommon  acoomplis^ments  of 
mind  and  person.  The  parents  of  both,  bow- 
ever,  were  not  well  pleased  with  their  mntnal 
anachttieot^  bnt  this  disinclination  arose 
soldy  £rom  prudential  motives,  each  having 
OGMcei^i^  from  the  great  merits  of  their  chil- 
dren, hopes  of  a  more  eligible  marraage,  in 
point  of  fortune :  Gessner,  however^ :at  length 
surmounted  this  opposition,  and  espoused  her. 

Hefre  a  new  situation  presented  itself  to  his 
view,  and  he  justly  concluded  it  was  a  duty 
incumbent  upon  him  to  prepare  for  those  ex- 
penses which  a  family  necessarily  required, 
without  being  dependent  on.,  his  parents  for 
support.  He  did^  not  think  he  could  rely  on 
bis  pen,  as  affording  means  sufficiently  cer^- 
tain'  for  this  purpose.  Had  he  lived  in  France^ 
or  in  England,  the  numerous  editions  of  his 
works,  in.  both  countries,  would  liave.  insured 
hin»  an  adequate  resource;  but  in  his  own 
cooni^^itit  eouUnot  he  expected;  he,  ihere- 

.ttfili^a^  MBOurse.  ta  those  arts, 
WdiMrto,  ke  bad  cultivated  for  amuse- 


>.. 


ment,  ami  to  make  .them  th^-  fiobject  :of  bis 
serious  employmeRt.  ''      . 

He  entered  upon  his  new  pursuit  iwitU  an 
applicatioa  tmly  astoaishingy  and,  in  a  short 
time  made  a  rapid  progress;  he  soon  distia-* 
gaished  himself  by  his  engravings,  and  some 
of  fais  pictures  obtained  the  approbation  of 
the  best  judges:  be  stili,  however,  Continued 
to  practise  drawing  with  all  the  application  of 
a  young  scholar. 

The  following  observations  on  the  genius 
and  manners  of'  Gessner,  cottfiriDed  by  the 
testimony  of  his  most  intimate  friends,  shall 
conclude  our  account  of  him. 

Uis  ideas  were  not  deficient,  either  in  clear*' 
ness  or  extent;  his  judgment  always  tended  di- 
rectly to  its  object  with  uncommon  precision. 
He  easily  comprehended  an  object  in  all  its 
relations,  but  his  mind  had  more  penetration 
than  extent,  more  fancy  than  vivacity.  He  did 
not  always  express  his  thoughts  with  facility^ 
and  to  be  int<^gible,  he  iras  often  obhged  to 
armnge  tbeirt  in  a*kitid  of  syisiematie  order*  v 

*''   *■  ■      i-  •        :■     :»  .«     [1.'     w  .•-.  .. ,  • 


cpD/spicqou^  .for  .moral  as:w^l  qs.  logjcal^cqu-^ 
i;acjr. , .  Jl^e  elega  of  bis  pQeticalJauguage, 
RU^  .I^f,^cb9ipting  harmony  of  his,  pfo^>: 
an^,.gefhf^ps ; jooex^pled.  Strictly,  spealpngi 
(^9iic;c, J)ad -^9  pretensions  to J^ai?pv^;..h^. 
was  satisfied  with  that  degree. ^of  eruditiQq^ 
without  which  it  is  impossible  to  become  a 
<^wigd  iiirritfir.  .  Hi&  principal  knowledge  was 
i)e]ati^v;<^fp,.p9jj9ting.and  poetxy*.  Hehad.in  bis 
y<)i}t^i\witb  ipcessantapplication,.  stadied  the 
]^qglisb  Spectator,  and  the  voluminous  writ- 
iD^  pf  B^dmer  and  Bretinguer.  In.  general^, 
b^-wi^  desirous  of  reading  all  the  valuable 
nirorks  of  criticism  that"  h.e  could  get.  He. 
read  some  of  the  Latin  poets  ip  tb^  original,, 
and  others  in  the  French  translation :  as  to 
the  Greek  poets,  he  read  them,  chiefiy  in.  the 
Xiatin  translation  of  Damm.. 

^  In.  society  he  was  mild,  and  accommodating^, 
n^yer  suffered  an  offensive  word  to  escape  him;, 
on  ^e  cQotraryy  be  saw  and  represented  every. 
tbinKiJI  lh$  post  finypurabie  view ;  one  who  did 

nq^ly|iqfl^hjliiiviDigb.^  ps^s  whole  months  wi^h* 
19^  |iapj^|9g,]|ii|i,  tQ  be  a^  Author, . 


less  an  afidfor  cried  lip  bj'a)I  ib^'^niit/and 
admJred  by'  all  nations ;  be '  scai^cfely  'ev'ei' 
spoke  of  his  own  writings;  dot  eved  "when'^a' 
fcir  opportunity  presented  itself  VMd  %»  re- 
serve on  this  Object  Wils  so  great,^  ifiikt  -  iooAi 
ofhis  inotft'iotfniaie  acqoaid tatice  nihrer  'onc^ 
heard  him  mtotionit. 

1 :      .  •  •     ^  ■■  -      ■  •       V' 

'    . ,.    J    '  •  ■  :       .  ...  .  ■         ;  1 .  • 


'w!as  thie  centre  round  #htch  ill' 
a  liieDi  of  intellect^  taste,  and  knowledge,  all 
die  friends  of  reai^on  and  virtue  in  Zurich. 
fflOV^.  He  devoted  two  evenings  in  the 
weelr  to  their  society,  on  which  his  house  was 
open  for  their  reception,  and  frequented  by 
all  the  magistrates,  the  men  of  science,  and 
artists.  During  the  latter  years  of  his  life 
he  resided  in  summer  in  a  simple  and  conve- 
nient house,  in  the  middle  of  the  forest  of 
Sihlward,  of  which  he  was  inspector.  The 
I  habitation  is  situated  in  a  little  romantic  val- 
ley, through  which  the  Sihl  flows,  the  rocky 
precipices  of  the  surrounding  hills,  and  the 
lofty  pinea  that  adorn  their  aummits,  gave  a 
^eating  yariety  to  the  sceniB :  there  hir  inti- 
■ate  friends  visited  him,  and  for  a  wUile  se- 
chded  from  the  worU^  kpMt  in  his  wo^nttj 
4ajft  of  tnutqailli^  Mad  bappintSB. 


/ 


xv/i  GESSNER'S  LIFE. 

■'.•■<.  .  •■  . 

^'HeNWat  i)eloved  anB.hoQOored  bjr  his  coun-r 

try  as  one  of  h&i:.\vQrt^ie^t,  ci^zens;  and  al- 
though be  never  courted  political  honours,  he 
no  sooner  attained  the  age  prescribed  by  law, 
thaa'he  wiei^  elected  a  Member  of  the  Lesser- 
CounciL  After  his  death,  some  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  erected  a  monument  to  bis  memory, 
in  the  most  beautiful  of  the  public  walks,  at 
tbe  confluence  of  the  Sihl  and  the  Lemmat. 

His  tranquil  life  was  terminated  without 
p;iin  by  an  apoplectic  stroke.  He  died  the 
second  of  March,  1787,  lamented  by  his  wife, 
his  three  children,  and  his  sister,  who  sur- 
vived him.  His  daughter  married  M.  Zell- 
weguer,  one  of  the  principal  merchants  of 
Swisserland;  his  youngest  son  married  the 
daughter  of  the  celebrated  Wieland,  the  early 
friend  of  his  father ;  the  eldest  seems  lo  have 
possessed. his. father's  talent  for  painting;  and 
all  his  children  hay^  equally  inherited  his  no- 
ble sentin^eat^  aad  bU  ^oda^ss  of  heart,  the 
most  conspicuous  traits  of  his  moral  cliaracter. 


'r^tfSi   S'lUr  -i-.A    >•::..    r.. A       V'\     -"^..i     •• 


ARGUMENT. 


JntroSuctitm^^Abeland  Thktzar-^Aheds  mofimg  hymn 
'^Adam  and  Eve — Mt^uAa — Cain'i  soliloquy^^Qm* 
venation  in  the  hawer^-^Adam  expostulates  with 
'Caki^'^Angmsh  of  Adam — Cairis  repentance'^His 
reconciiiaium  wiih  his  brother'^'-Mehala  ond  Thirza 
prepmre  a  repast  in  the  bower. 
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...•••••  panllo  mi^oFa  oanamtis. 
"Noa  omnes  arbasta  jovanty  bttmilesqae  myricae. 
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BOOK  I. 


-     (     I     ■      I 


I  NOW  aspire  to  sing  alo£ty  straia;  the  situ* 
atioQ  of  our  first  parents  after  their  lamentable 
fall,  and  him  who,  sacrificed  by  his  brotber^s 
fury,  first  mingled  bis  dust  with  the  parent 
earth.  Repose  now,  soft  rustic  pipe,  wuh 
which  I  once  cbaunted  the  amiable  simplicity 
vid  tJie  manners  of  rural  Ufe.  Assist >me,  Oi 
Muse;  who  inspirest  the  poet's  soul,  when 
masing  in  the  tranquil  solitude  of  the  mid* 
oight  hour,  either  in  the  mild  radiance  of  the 
moon,  ifl  the  obscurity  of  the  grove^  or  ou  the 
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Invocation. 


shadowed  batiks  6f  the  sequestered  stream 
When  holy  transport  fills  his  soul,  his  fervic 
imagination  soars  aloft^and  undaunted,  speed 
its  flight  through  created  nature,  to  the  remo 
ter  regions  df  possibiUty,  where  it  collects  rid 
stores  of  the  marvellous  and  beautiful.  Witl 
these  treasures  it  returns  to  rear  the  motle^ 
structure,  whiie  cautioui^  reason,  asserting  he 
mild  dominion,  assumes  the  inspection  ove 
the  work,  approveB^  rejects^  and  seeks  harmo 
nious  combinations!  How  swiftly  fly  the  goldej 
hours  of  sublime  enjoyment  devoted  to  the  de 
lightful  occupation !  He  is  abundantly  coiq 
pensated  for  watching  amidst  the  cricket's  mci 
sic,  till  the  rising  of  the  morning  star,  who  ob 
tains  the  love  and  esteem  of  those,  whpsfe  refine 
taAtH^  is  delighted  with  all  that  is-  beautiful,  an< 
who  excites  in'  hearts  endowed  with  sensibility 
sentiments  of  virtue.  Succeeding  generatioi] 
justly  revere"  the  poet's  urn  embraced  by  th 
aged  ivy,  whom  the  Muses  themselves  inspii 
ed  to  teiaeh  the  world  innocence  and*  virtiM 
His  fame  survives  with  undiminished  lust^ 
when  the  trophies  of  the  conqueror  ^re  moul 
dered  itit6  dust ;  when  the  splendicl  mausoleui 
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Abel  fond  Tbkzar. 


of  the  inglorious  mooarch  is  scattered  amidst 
th.e  wild -bashes  of  the  desert^aad  its  moss-co- 
vered rqiqs  serve:Ooly  to  a^brd  an  occasional 
lestiog^pliice  to  ^he  way-lost  wanderer.  This 
cdebricy^  patore  b&s  indeed  granted  to  very 
kw;  to  emulate  tb^m  is  ja  laudable  attempt. 
To  tin's  oly^t  be  my  solitary  w^^lks  and  all  my 
looely^  bouts  devoted. 

The  silent  hours  led  on  the  rosy  morning, 
tnd  besprinkled  the  shadowy  earth  with  dew ; 
the  SDQ,  darting  bis  first  beams  behind  the 
Uack  cedars  of  the  mountain,  gilded  with 
glowiog  tints  the  clouds  that  floated  through 
the  dawDiDg  heavens,  when  Abel  and  his  be- 
loved Thirza  quitted  their  habitation,  aad  re- 
paired to  a  neighbouring  bower  of  jessamine 
and  roses.  Love  and  innocence  beamed  from 
ihe  jblne  eyes  of  Thirza,  irresistible  charms 
played  upon  her  blooming  cheeks,  and  her 
light  tresses,  flowing  over  her  youthful  bosom 
and  falling  down  her  back,  entwined  her  slen* 
der  waist.  It  was  thus  she  walked  by  Abel's 
skie.  His  brown  locks  thickly  shadowed  his 
elevated  broW|  and   played  about  his  shoul- 
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Abel  and  Thiira. 

ders;  contemplative  dignity  was  mingled  witi 
the  sweetness  of  his  countenance;  deck«< 
with  manly  beauty,  he  appeared  like  an  angel 
who  is  sent  by  the  Lord  to  soothe  the  last  mo 
ments  of  tlie  expiring-  sinner,  or-  to  convey  ; 
joyful  answer  to  the  pmyer  of  the  soli  tar; 
saint :  though  enveloped  in  the  veil  of  moita 
li^y>  yet  the  exquisite  beauty  which  beam 
through  it,  proclaims  him  an  inhabitant  o 
heaven.  Thirza  looked  at  him  with  a  tende 
smile,  and  said:  ^  My  beloved!  now,  whei 
the  birds  hail  the  return  of  morn,  sing,  I  en 
treat  thee,  the  hymn  thou  yesterday  com 
pos^dst  in  the  mead.  What  is  more  deligbtfi 
than  to  praise  the  Lord  ?  When  thou  singes 
my  heart  expands  with  holy  transport,  whil 
thou  givest  utterance  to  the  sensations,  whicl 
I  can  only  feel^  but  am  incapable  of  express 
ing  \'*  Abel,  embracing  her,  replied :  "  Ev^ 
request  of  thy  dear  lips  shall  be  oWiged,  ni; 
Thirza!  Every  wish  I  read  in  thine  eyes  sha 
be  gratified.  We  will  seat  ourselves  here  oi 
the  soft  moss,  and  I  will  then  sing  the  hymn. 
They  seated  themselves  beside  eaoli  othe 
In   the  fragrant   bowec,  wbf)se  entrance  wa 
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^b«l'i  Sopf;  of  Prajse. 


'  glided  by  the  morQiog  sun^  and  Abel  thus  be- 
gan: 

"  Retire^  O  sleep,  from  every  eye;  disperse, 
jehovering  dreams !  Reason  returns  to  illumine 
the  souly  as  the  landscape  is  illumined  by  the 
morning  sun.  Hail,  lovely  sun !  behind  the  ce- 
dars, by  thee  all  nature  is  decked  with  renovated 
splendor.  Retire,  O  sleep!  from  every  eye;  re- 
tire ye  hovering  dreams  to  the  shades  of  night; 
Where  are  they,  the  shades  of  night?  They 
bavefled  to  the  recesses  of  the  grove,  and  the 
caverns  of  the  rocks,  and  await  us  there,  or  iri 
the  umbrageous  bower,  to  yield  us  refreshing 
coolness  amidst  the  sultry  heat  of  noon.  There, 
irhere  the  early  mqrniug-beams  awake  the  ea- 
gle, what  exhalations,  arising  from  the  glisten- 
ing Bumaiits  of  the  rocks  and  the  mountain's 
)i)row,  ascend  into  the  pure  atmosphere,  like  the 
incense  of  burnt-offerings  from  the  altar!  It  is 
Nature  which  thus  celebrates  the  return  of 
mom,  and  offers  up  her  thanks  to  the  Lord  of 
tlie  creation.  To  him  shall  praise  ascend  from 
livery  creature;  to  him,  the  maker  and  the 
preserver  , of  all  things,    Topmise  hiii^   the 
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opening  flowers  diffiiie  tfaeir  early  odor»;  to 
him  innomerable  tribes  of  feathered  soogsten 
aloft  in  the  air,  or  from  the  branches  of  the 
tieet,  pour  forth  their  grateful  melody.  To 
piaifc  him,  die  lion  qnits  his  den,  and  the  de- 
serts resound  the  tremendons  roar  in  whidi  he 
expresses  his  delight.  Praise  him,  O  my  soul  i 
praise  the  Lord,  the  Creator  and  Preserver; 
but  chief,  let  the  thanksgivings  of  man  ascend 
to  thee,  let  him  praise  thee  while  every  other 
creature  yet  slumbers,  ere  yet  the  accents  of 
the  feathered  warbler  are  heard  from  the  lofty 
branches,  or  firom  the  waving  spray.  Let  my 
lonely  voice  be  heard  in  the  twilight,  and 
awaken  every  creature  to  join  in  his  praise. 
Excellent  and  lovely  is  thi^  creation  in  which 
he  has  displayed  to  us^  unworthy  sinners,  his 
wisdom  and  his  goodness.  All  my  senses  drink 
ddight  at  this  inexhaustible  ocean  of  beauty, 
and  convey  it  to  my  ravished  soul.  How  can 
we  otter  thy  praises,  O  almighty  Being !  Was 
is  not  infinite  Goodness,  that  prompted  thee 
to  quit  the  sacred  silence  which  reigned  around 
the  eternal  throne,  to  call  forth  creation  froax 
Mtfiing,  and  this  immeasurable  fabric  of  tU^ 
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from    the  bosom    of   night?    When 
Bod,  the  8an  goes  forth 'to  chMe  the 
of  nighty  when  Nature  shines  in  reno- 
beanty,  and   eyery  slumbering   animal 
:tD  pay  its  tribute  of  gratitude,  art  thou 
wy  morniDgy  an  image  of  the -creation, 
re  of  that  morn  when  the  Creator  ho- 
)ver  the  new-formed  earth?  Profound 
pervaded  the  uninhabited  expanse.  At 
ee  of  the  Almighty,  myriads  of  beings, 
ly  varied  in  form  and  in  beauty,  flutter- 
variegated  wings,  soared  aloft  in  the 
d     sported    in   the   flowery   meadows, 
the  bushes,  or  in  the  shady  branches ; 
arbliiigs  resounded  through  the  aston- 
roves,  and  the  air  rung  with  the  prais- 
ae  Creator.     He  again  spoke  and  cal- 
th  into  existence  all  the  animals  which 
the  surface  of  the  earth.     At  his  com- 
he  shapeless  clod  assumes  innumerable 
the  horse  bounds  over  the  turf  from 
he  sprung,  and   neighing,  shakes  his 
g    mane;    the   majestic   lion,    scarcelj' 
{aged  from  the  cumbrous  mass,  endea- 
for  the  first  time  to  raise  his  terriSc 


THE  DEATH  OF  ABEL. 


^-t 


vuivr)  (I  liill  lic'uvcswitli  Jifcaod  the  nnweildy 
i^U'|t)iiiiit   kuIIck   forth.    l'ho§  vere   iDDumeE-   , 
uhU:  vuiutN  ut  oacv  emfiloyed  io  tlie  praise  of  , 
lliii  CteatoT,  Tliun  iduu,  eacb  momiag,  calleit  ^ 
lliy  rn-ulurch  JVoin   llic  impoirnce  of  sleep;   , 
llicy   uwiikf,  ilivy   lx.-liol(l   around   them    tbe   ;. 
ridiiifna   tif  thy  Iwimtieii,  and  join   in  a  ge-  | 
iti-rul  «-li>irii^  ui  pruiite.     The  lime  will  come,   . 
ulti-ii  ilic  whoU-  «:ur(h  bhiiU  be  [teopled  wilb   , 
iiK'ii  i  ihcii,  O!  then,  xhiill  thy  sacred  altaE» 
hltiy.i'  oil   cicrv  hill;    from  every  grove   and 
i'vi'iy   iiifiui  hliiill  iliniiku  and  praises  ascend 
tii  iluf,  wlii'ii   ihi-   iiiiirriii)};  sun  awakes  the 
iiHliiiiiH    si'mu'rcd    (ivtr    ihc    :<tirliicc    of    the 
.ill  Hi." 

'I'liHs  smm  Abt-I  liy  {hi'  side  of  his  beloved, 
uliti  Mill  nut  liiileiiiti^  u'ilh  devout  attention; 
then  thi'ciwiii}^;  hi-r  Hiiowy  nriii  nrniind  his  necli, 
•hf  |>HZ<;d  uii  liini  with  teiulcmcss,  mid  said, 
O  luy  beiovetl,  with  whui  sublime  devotion 
,H<il  Ailed  by  thy  struiiis  ■  Thy  alfection- 
!  not  only  protLcii  my  feebler  fratue, 
801)1  is  devutcd  HiiHvr  thy  direction, 
it   hus  lost  its  way,  and  sees  nottuht 


E 


TUB  DEkim  OF  ABEL.  11 
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but  obscarity,  and  sinks  down  in  holy 
liment,  thou  raisest  it  up,  dispeHest  the 
and  changest  silent  surprise  into. pro- 
idoration.  Ah !  how  often— *in  tratbv-iii 
olitary  moment-*-!  return  thanks  to  the 
Goodness  with  tears  of  joy,  for  having 
us  for  each  other,  for  Aat  perfect  tini* 
all  the  thoughts  of  our  souls,  in  fdl  the 
of  our  hearts."' 

le  spoke,  the  tenderest  and  purest  love 
^expressible  sweetness  to  every  tone  of 
:e,  and  to  every  gesture.  Abel  answered 
ut  the  affection  with  which  he  gazed 
the  fervour  with  which  he  pressed  her 
>osom,  spoke  his  sensations  better  than 
rds  qould  have  expressed  them.  Ah ! 
ippy  was  man,  when  enjoying  content 
lired  nothing  of  the  earth  but  the  fruits 
it  willingly  yielded,  when  he  asked  no- 
»f  .Heaven  but  virtue  and  health;  before 
satisfaction  created  insatiable  wishes, 
*d.  innumerable  wants,  and  buried  his 
ess  beneath  splendid  misery!  What  more^ 
okiud  then  require  to  unite  them^lyes 
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Sodearmeotft  «(  AJbel  mnd  Thursa. 

in  the  tenderest  ties,  tfaian  love  lend  virtue  i  No 
virtoous  pair,  formed  by  Heaven  for  each 
oiher^  then  oonsnmed  their  days  in  hopekas 
affliction,  because  penary  and  wretchedness 
threatened  to  embitter  their  fntnre  lives,  m*, 
because  their  passion  was  thwarted  by  pares* 
tal  pride  and  tyrannical  ambition. 

They  were  still  seated  when  Adam  and  -Eve 
approached ;  they  had  overheard  the  morning 
songi  and  the  conversation  of  Abel  and  Thir- 
za ;  and  they  now  entered  the  bower  and  em- 
braced their  children,  whose  happiness  and 
virtue  filled  them  with  the  sincerest  }oy,  that 
ever  smiled  on  the  cheeks  of  aifectionate  pa- 
rents. Mehala,  the  wife  of  Cain,  had  likewise 
entered  the  bower;  Cain's  harsh  and  impeta- 
ous^  disposition  had  imprinted  sadness  on  'her 
brow,  and  diffused  a  soft  melancholy  in  her 
black  eyes;  paleness  overspread  her  cheeks, 
around  which  waved  her  dark  tresses.  When 
Thirza  embraced  her  beloved,  and  expressed 
her  transport  at  being  created  for  him,  Me- 
hal^,  who  witnessed  their  endearments  with- 
out the  bower,  was  unable  to  refrain  from 
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weepiDg ;   bm^  ^yi^S  '^^^  tears,  8he  -entered 
the  arbour  with  a  friendly  «mile,  and  saluted 
ber  brother  and  -sister  irith  tender  <affe«tion. 
Carn,  who  was^aAtb'is  mament  prasiog'by  the 
bower,  had  Kkewise  heafd  Abel's  eong,  and 
seen  with  transport  hie  parents  embraced  bim. 
''  What  ^raptures !"  said  'he,  -fixing  his  indig- 
nant looks -on  the  bower.    **  What  embraces ! 
ooly  because  he  ihas  sung  a  song.    He  may 
well  Bing  and  compose  ihymns,  as   he  must 
otherwise  pass  his  time  in  sleep,  When  idly  re- 
clining by  his  flock  in  the  shade.    The  sun 
scorches  me  at  my  rugged  toil ;  I  have  neither 
leiaure'Dor  inclination  for  singing.    When  I 
-baflre  performed  the  labors  of  the  day  my  wea- 
ry limibs  require  repose,  and  morning  wakes 
|toe  to  new  eKertion.     But  that  soft,  indolent 
yonth,  who  wodid  soon  sink  beneath  the  op- 
pressive weight  of  my  toils,  ihey  every  where 
pursue  with  their  tears  of  joy  and  tender  em- 
■bfaces.  I  hate  such  effeminate  tenderness;  but 
me  they  tease  not  with  their  caresses,  though 
condemned  during  the  live-long  day  to  till  the 
unwilling  soil.  How  they  flow — those  tears  of 
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'  Thus  sayiog,  be  passed  by  bis  field.  They 
had  overheard  his  words  ia  the  bower.  Me- 
hala,  paler  than  before,  sank  on  Thirza's 
shoulder,  and  wept ;  Eve,  sorrowfully  reclin- 
ing on  her  husband,  likewise  wept  over  her 
first-born.  "My  beloved  parent,**  said  Abel, 
"  I  will  follow  my  brother  to  the  field ;  I  will 
embrace  him :  I  will  say  every  thing  that  fra- 
ternal iove  can  suggest.  I  will  embrace  him, 
and  he  shall  not  leave  my  arms  till  he  pro- 
mises to  banish  all  resentment  from  his  bo- 
som, till  he  promises  to  love  me.  Ah  !  I  have 
examined  my  whole  heart  and  soul,  to  disco- 
ver how  I  may  gain  my  brother's  affection ; 
often  have  I  endeavoured  by  my  tenderness. to 
open  the  way  to  his  heart ;  often  have  I  pene- 
trated it,  and  anew  enkindled  his  expiring  love; 
but,  alas !  the  gloom  of  envy  and  discontent 
as  often  returns  and  extinguishes  the  flame,*' 

"  My  beloved  Abel,"  replied  his  sorrowful 
father,  '^  I  will  myself  go  to  him ;  I  will  s^y 
every  thing  that  paternal  affection  and  reason 
can  urge.  O  Cain  !  Cain !  with  what  gloomy 
anxiety  dost  thou  fill  my  heart !  It  is  impossible 
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that  the  passions  can  rage  with  such  tremen- 
dous violence  in  the  bosom  of  the  sinner,  and 
extinguish  every  spark  of  virtue  and  a£fec- 
tion !  Wretch  that  I  am !  What  dark  forebod* 
ings  terrify  my  soul^  when  I  look  forward  and 
contemplate  the  miseries  of  my  descendants ! 
O  sin  !  sin !  what  dreadful  ravages  thoa  com- 
mittest  in  the  human  soul!''  Thus  spoke  A- 
dam,  and  in  pensive  melancholy  left  the  bow- 
er, and  repaired  to  the  field  of  his  first-born. 
Cain  perceiving  him  approaching,  desisted 
^from  his  labor,  and  thus  addressed  him : 
**  Why  that  sternness  in  my  father's  looks? 
It  was  not  with  such  a  countenance  thou  em- 
bracedst  my  brother.  I  read  reproaches  in 
thine  eyes." 


Adam,  in  accents  of  mingled  sorrow  and 
tenderness,  replied :  "  Be  saluted  my  firsts 
born !  The  consciousness  of  having  deserved 
reproach  causes  thee  to  discover  displeasure 
in  my  eyes.  Yes,  Cain,  thou  deservest  re- 
proaches. The  grief,  the  anguish,  thou  hast 
.implanted  in  thy  father*s  breast  bring  me 
hither.** 
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CoQYersatioa  between. Adam  and  Cain. 


"  Not  aflfectioa/'  answered  Caio^  "  tbat^be- 
longs  only  lo  .Abel.'' 


tt 


¥e8y  Cain,  idfectioDy"  replied  Adam ; 
^*  heaven  is  my  witness  .that  it  was  likewise 
laffitction.  These  tears,  this  grief,  this  inces- 
49laot  anxiety  which  torments  .me,  and  her,  who 
with  pain  gave  thee  birth,  these  melancholy 
days  and  restless  :nights— ^what  are  they  :but 
the  effect  of  the  tnost  tender  love  ?  O  Cain  ! 
Cain !  if  thou  lovedst  us,  it  would  be  the  ob- 
ject of  thy  dutiful  solicitude  to  dry:the  tears 
of  anguish  from  our  cheeks,  to  dispel  the 
gloomy  melancholy  which  embitters  our  lives. 
*G !  if  yet  thy  heart  retains  an.y  reverence  for 
that  Being  who  sees  into  the  inmost  recesses 
of  thy  soul,  if  a  spark  of  filial  love  yet  glows 
in  thy  bosom,  by  that  love  I  implore  thee  to 
restore  to  U4$  our  lost  tranquility,  our  extin- 
iguished  joys.  Cherish  no  longer  in  thy  soul 
this  olJCflsracy,  this  gloomy  resentment,  against 
him  whose  affectionate  heart  is  earnestly  de- 
sirdus  to  eradicate  this  no>rious  weed  from  thy 
bosom.  O!  Cain,  is  it  possible  that  our  tears 
fjoy^  that  the  rapture  which  the  exalted  pu* 
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CoovemtiQO  between  Adam  andCmio. 


rity  of  his  piety  and  hU  victue  excitie  withia 
U8|  should  ha v€  filled  thy  soul  with  rage  aad 
iodignatioQ?  The  angels  who  hover  around 
us  behold  with  ecstacy  every  virtuous  action ; 
the  Amighty  himself  looks  down  from  his 
throne  upon  them  with  gracious  approbation. 
Woaldat  thou  change  the  nature  of  beauty 
and  virtue?  It  is  not  in  our  power^  or  if  it 
were,  could  we  resolve,  O  Cain !  to  resist  those 
soft,  those  rapjturous -emotions,  and  those  sub- 
lime pleasures  with  which  they  fill  the  soul.  The 
roUiDg  thunder,  or  the  horrors  of  the  midnight 
tempest,  call  forth  no  smile  upon  the  cheek ; 
nor  can  the  violence  and  the  tumult  of  un- 
governable passions  produce  pleasure  in  the 
huipan  breast*^' 

Cain  answered,  '^  Am  I  then  dootned  to 
hear  nothing  but  these  bitter  reproaches  ?  If 
I  cannot  dress  my  face  in  smiles,  nor  bid  the 
tears,  of  tenderness  to  overflow  my  eyes,  shall 
my  more  manly  firmness  be  branded  \iith  the 
most  odious  vice^^  ?  Bolder  enterprises  and  se- 
verer toils  have  ever  been  my  choice;  that 
sterpiieis.. which  nature,  has  imprinted  on  my 
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Adam  expostalates  with  Cain. 

brow  I  cannot  convert  into  soft  smiles  i^nd 
tears.  Can  the  eagle  coo  like  the  harmless 
dove  ?" 

Adam,  with  majestic  gravity,  replied : 
/'  Wilt  thou  deceive  thyself?  Wilt  thou  care- 
Colly  conceal  from  thy  observation  those  bale^ 
ful  passions,  which  thou  oughtest  to  subdue  ?- 
O  Cain !  it  is  not  manly  firmness  that  is  im- 
printed on  thy  brow;  thy  countenance  and 
thy  whole  deportment  bespeak  envy  and  dis- 
content :  these  have  spread  around  thee  drea* 
jry  obscurity.  Hence  this  murmuring  at  thy 
labor,  this  unkind  behaviour  to  us  all,  and 
this  inquietude.  Could  we,  O !  could  we  ba- 
nish the  melancholy  gloom,  could  we  inspire 
thee  with  happiness  serene  as  the  vernal 
mprn,  then  would  our  most  ardent  wish  be 
gratified.  But,  Cain,  what,  cause  hast  thou 
for  uneasiness  ?  Are  not  |^  the  sources  of  fe- 
licity open  to  thee?  JDpH^.not  Nature  oBfer 
thee  all  her  charmsj|ri[«  act  every  happiness, 
every  pleasure,  wbfon  nature,  reason,  and  vir- 
tue bestow  on  us,  likewise  presented  to  thee  ? 
}}ut  thou   leavest   those .  blessings    unta^ted. 
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unenjoyed,  and  complaiiiest  of  misery.  Or^ 
art  thoa  dissatisfied  with  that  portion  of 
happiness,  which  it  has  pleased  the  eternal 
Goodness  to  confer  on  fallen  sinners  f  Dost 
thou  enyy  the  lot  of  angels  i  Know  that  dis«- 
content  could  enter  even  the  bosoms  of  an^ 
gels ;  they  aspired  to^  become  gods,  and  for- 
feited heaven.  Dost  thon  arraign  the  decrees 
of  the  Creator,  who  with  infinite  wisdom  pr'e- 
sides  over  the  destiny  of  his  sinful  creatures? 
While  all  created  beings  join  in  his  praise, 
shall  a  mortal,  a  worin,  raise  his  head  from 
the  dust,  and  presume  to  murmur  against 
Him,  whose  nod  governs  the  heavens ;  whose 
almighty  goodness  is  attested  by  universal  na- 
ture; whose  all-seeing  eye  penetrates  into  the 
dark  bosom  of  futurity,  and  who  can  cause 
evil  to  be  productive  of  good  ?  O  my  son, 
my  first-born,  let  discontent  no  longer  over- 
cloud every  cheerful  prospect,  and  -  conceal 
from  thy  view  every  source  of  happiness !" 

■ "  What  avail  these  admonitions  ?"  cried 
Cain,  angrily.  "  I  know  that  if  I  Could  be 
cheerful,  every  object  arouod.me  would  Ba\U<>^ 
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^nd  be  serene  as  tbe  morniag.  Can  I  cotn- 
matul  tbe  tempest  to  ceasey.and  the  impetuous 
torrent  to  stand  still)  I  was  doomed  from  my 
birtb  to  misery.;  on  the  nativity  of  tbe  first- 
born the  Almighty  has  pronoonced  his  sever*- 
est  maledictioa.  Those  sources  of  h^^ppiness 
and  delight)  of  which  you  take  «uch  cbeerin^g 
draught^!  flow  not  for  me." 

'*Ah!  my  son!"  exclaimed  Adam>  while 
tears  bedewed  his  cheeks :  ^'  yes — alas !  on  all 
th^  offspring  of  woman  has  the  divine  male- 
diction fallen.  But^  my  beloved  soni  why 
abonld  God  have  poured  on  thee^  our  firsts 
born,  a  greater  portion  of  his  wrath  than  on 
uii  the  first  transgressors?  He  whose  good- 
U6SS  i§.  infinite  could  not  have  made  such  a 
dbtinctioD. — No,  Cain,  thou  wast  not  born 
io  misery;  the  Almighty  has  called  into  ex- 
istence noae  of  his  creatures  to  make  them 
unhappy.  Man  may,  indeed,  render  himself 
wretched ;  by  neglecting  to  enjoy  the  happi- 
ness bestowed  on  him,  he  plunges  himself  in- 
to misery.  When  reason  is  silenced  by  .the 
tumult  of  ragiug  pus&ioos,  and  is  subdued  by 


Tile  DBATH  &¥  ABBist  21 


AifauM  ctfloitulates  iritb  Gtatk 


the  violence  of  iili{Hirei  oDgovernftble  desires, 
mail  dtust  be  irfetched ;  he  cooverts  the  bles- 
sings of  life  into  sources  of  misery*    Thou 
cadfirt  not  cbdiniaild  the  tempest  to  cease  and 
the  ittipetuotts  torrent  to  stand  stilly  but  thou 
mayest  call  forth  reason  to  dispel  the  gioosi 
whidi  overbtiadows   thy  seal.    Reason    can 
tialm  the  tumult  in  thy  bosom*    At  her  voice 
every  vain  wish,  every  sordid  desire,  and  every 
boiBterotts  passion,  vanish  like  vapors  before 
the  risittgt  sunt    Ah!  Caib,  Ihave  seen  tears 
of  rapture  bedew  thy  cheek,  when  conscious- 
ness of  a  virtuous  action  has  raised  within 
thy  soul  the  glow  of  delight.    Tell  me,  Cain, 
wast  thou  not  then  happy  i  Was  not  then  thy 
soul'  serene — serene  as   the  unclouded  sun? 
Rdcal  that  emanatioti  of  the  Deity — Reason ; 
then  will  her  companion,  Virtue,  convey  every 
pleasure  Mo  thy  heart;  then  will  every  source 
of  happiness  flow  also  for  thee.    O  listen  to 
my  admonitions,-  my  son!    The   first  duty 
which  returning  reason  imposes,  is  to  go  and 
embrace  thy  brother ;  with  what  joy  will  he 
receive  thee;  with  what  tenderness  will  he 
preils  thee  to  his  4>OBom !  - ' 


I 


Angnish  of  Adam  at  tbe.Obduvacy  of  bis  Son. 

*'  I  will  embrace  him^"  said  CaiQ,  '^  wiieo  I 
return  from  the  field ;  my  labour  now  requires 
my  care.  I  will  embrace  bim.  But  never 
shall  my  firmer  soul  be  softeaed  to  that  efiem- 
ioate  tenderness,  which  so  strongly  endears 
him  to  youy  and  draws  so  many  tears  of  rap- 
ture from  your  eyes;  to  that  tenderness  which 
brought  down  a  curse  upon  all  mankind,  when 
thou;  yielding  to  a  woman's  tears — But, 
wretch  that  I  am !  I  was  about  to  reproach 
thee.  I  reverence  thee,  my  father,  and  am 
silent."  Thus  spoke  Cain,  and  returned  to 
his  labour. 

Adam  stood  motionless :  tears  of  anguish 
streamed  from  his  eyes.  ^^  O  Cain  !  Cain  !*' 
he  exclaimed,  '^  I  feel,  alas !  that  I  have  de- 
served thy  reproaches  ;  but  yet  thou  shouldst 
have  spared  thy  father;  thou  shonldst  have 
forborne  «k  charge,  which,  like^a  peal  of 
thunder  bursts  upon  my  soul.  Thus — O  hor- 
rible! O  cruel  presentiment!  Thus  will  my  de- 
scendants, when  wallowing  in  guilt,  and  over- 
taken by  its  punishment,  trample  upon  my 
•dust,  and  curse  the  first  sinner."    Thus  spoke 
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Adam ;  and,  with  his  face  bowed  towards  the 
earthy  sorrowfolly  withdrew.     He  frequently 
lifted  up  his  eyes  to  heaven;  loud  sighs  burst 
from  his  tortured  heart,  and  he  wrung  his  , 
hands  in  speechless  agony.    Cain  beheld  his 
aaguish,  and  exclaimed :  ''  How  he  wrings 
his  hands !  how  he  sobs  and  weeps  ! — and  I 
have  reproached   him — I  have    bitterly   re- 
proached my  fond    and    indulgent    parent. 
Whither  does  my  madness  drive  me!    Hell 
itself  rages  in  my  soul.    It  is  I — ^ycs  I  who 
spread  the  gloom  of  torturing  anxiety  around 
them,  who  embitter  and  destroy  every  plea- 
sure of  their  lives.    Wretch !  thou  art  not 
worthy  to  associate  with  men ;  thou  shouldst 
dwell  among  the  savage  beasts  that  prowl  in 
the  desert.     He  is  already  at  a  distance,  and 
yet  I  sill  hear  his  sighs,  as  with  unsteady  and 
faultering  steps  he  retires. — Shall  I  hasten  af- 
ter him  ?  Shall  I  embrace  his  knees,'and  by  all 
that  is  sacred  implore  his  forgiveness?  Yes, 
-~I  am  sensible  that  my  misery  proceeds  not 
from -etternal  causes :  it  is  in  mine  own  un- 
guarded heart  that  those  black  clouds  arise, 
whose  tempest  chases  every  joy  from  me  aud 
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them.  O  reason^  virtue^  return !  Galm  the 
wild  tumtiltvand  extifigtiish  this  hell  whidi 
rages  is  ray  bosoan.  Sce^  yonder  stands  my 
father^  motionless;  his  uplifted  hands  ann 
noance  the  attitude  of  prayer.  I  will  bastea 
and  throw  myself  in  the  dost  at  his  feet^ 
t^retch  that  I  am !" 

Gain  then  hastened  to  his  ftither,  who  w^ 
leaning  ^xhausled  against  a  tree.  Ris  we^p^ 
ing^eyes  were  im^movably  fixed  on  the  ground^ 
This  sight  deeply  affected  the  heart  of  his 
son,  who  fell  at  his  feet  and  embra<5ed^  hi% 
knees.  He  looked  up  <at  his  father  While  tears 
trickled  from  his  eyes>  and  said :  **  ForgiTe 
me,  mj  father  !—Btit  I  am  not  worthy  to  call 
thee  by  that  name^  if  thoU'  shonldst  tilifn  front 
me  with  horror,  it  is  no  «soTe  thai^  I  deserve. 
But  see,  O  see  these  t^ars  of  repentance !  Be* 
hold  my  anguish  and  fbrgive  me !— Ij  wreteh 
that  I  am,  was  deaf  to  thy  exhortations;  but 
when  thou  retii^st  weeping'  and  wringittg  thy 
haads,  horror  tbrilted  my  siocil,  tbnsed  me 
from  my  apathy,  and  now,  now  I  weep  at  iSiiy 
feet,  I  acknowld^  my  depravity,  f  see  with 
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«Uiorreiice  the  passieos  which  had  takeo  pos- 
wssioa  cf  mj  soiil^  aod  implore  forgiveoess  of 
<he  Almighty,  of  thee  my  father,  of  my  bro- 
ther, and  of  ail  whom  I  have  offended.'' 

*'  Arise^'Cain:!  arise,  my  sonJ!  diat  I  majesh- 
i>race  thee/'  stammered  the  astonished  father, 
and  pressed  him  with  fervor  to  his  heart, 
''  That  Being  who-dwelleth  in  the  heavens  be- 
holds with  pleasure  these  thy  repentant  tears. 
Embrace  me,  my  son,  my  beloved  son  !^ — O 
how  hast  thoa  changed  my  grief  to  joy!  O 
Uissfol  lioui'J  in  which  my  son,  my  first-born, 
restores ^ace,  tranquillity,  and  every  delicious 
«eii88tioR  to  «ur  bosomsr,  in  which  he  em- 
braoes  xne  with  tears  of  tenderness.  JSmbrace 
me,  support  me,  my  son !  The  excess  of  my 
joy  overpowers  me.  -But  Jet  us  not  delay ;  Jet 
us  go,  that  ><}kou  -mayest  aIbo  embraee  thy 
hrother." 


They  were  now  proceeding  to  seek  him  in 
the  .palmare,  when  Abel,  aecempanied  by  his 
mother,  with  Mehala  and  T^irza,  approached 
them  from  behind  a  thicket;  they  had  fal- 
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]gtred'i'Adaih>/i6Dpe«cei%ed,  aisdimd  witnessed 
the- .scene  behiQ«l  th^  bush^,  by  wbich  they 
Msere  cenceakd.  '  Abet  raif  whh  ope{i'arn]&  to 
ipeek  hU  brotbery  he  eoibraced^  hijoi,  and 
pressed  hhn  to  hts  heart ;  he  wept,  and  was 
iDcapable  of :  eitpfessiag  his  transport.  ^^  My 
jbtrotfaerv  O  my  brother/'  he  at  length  ex^ 
clamed^  f^  apd^  dost*,  thou  loy^ ;  me  I  Let  me* 
O  let  me  bear  it  from  thy  lips!  ThauJov^st 
me— --O  inexpressible  delight!" 

1 
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"  Yes,  brother,  L  love  thee,'^  replied  Caiiif^ 
embraciog'bjni.  *'  Caost  thou,  O  can  you  alt 
forgii^  me  4aiy  unkindoess  ?  Can  yo«  forgive 
me  for  haviAg  so.  long  disturbed  your.p^ae^ 
for  baviog. embittered  your  lives  with  anxiety 
and  igrief ?  My  soul;  darting  forth  like'  ligbt^ 
Bing  '  from ;  the  surxouoding  gloom,  bas  dto^ 
persed  tk'^  furioua  tempest.  Tlie  weeds  wh1e& 
prevented  the  seeds  of  virtue  from  spriagiog 
up  in  my  bosom  are  eradicated,  and  Bha^l  ne^ 
ver  b^  su&red  to  grow  again.  Fo«giie  ine/ 
my  i}fQl\m,  -i  EH|d  never .  may  tbe  BueQioiyqeE 
my  p«i9t  iMiacQiidttct  disturJb  oqr  fiiture  felioifa' 
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\^  Nayer,  .  never.  1"  replied  Abel, .  pre^shig 
him.  still  ^more  closely  to  his  heart.  ^^  Should 
ve  not  fprget  ^  transjeot  uneasiness  of  a 
nightly  dream,  when  we  awake  on  a  spring 
moroingy  and  delight  and  rapture  pervade  our 
sools  i  O  Cain,  Cain !  O  that  words  could 
express  my  joy,  could  describe  to  thee  half 
my  transport!  I.  can  only  weep«  only  press 
tliee  to  my  heart  and  weep.' 


)» 


While  the  brothers  were  thus  locked  in 
each  other's  embrace.  Eve,  with  tears  of  joy, 
bjeheld  the  tender  scene.  ''  O  ray  children !" 
she  exclaimed,  *^  my  beloved  children  !  Never 
si^o^  first  I  beard  thy  lips,  my  first-born  1  lisp 
ti^  sweet  name  of  mother;  never  have  I  felt 
sadijcaptorous  sensations!  What  an  oppres* 
sive  burthen  is  removed  from  my  soul !  with 
irJilkt: happiness  and  with  what  exquisite  de- 
ligbt^is  it  now  pervaded! .  Now  will  each 
sttiliQg.hoar  pass  away  crowned  with  plea- 
sure!  Hannoiiy  and  peac€f  are  restored  to  my 
ofisprmg,  to  those  whom  I  nourished  at  my 
bt^asL.  Yes^^I  amiike  a  fniitfoi  vine,  which 
b«ars  sweet  grapes;   and  is  blessed  by  the 
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passi^nger  Tor  its  delicious  fruit.  Embn 
shy  child reo!  embrace!  and  now  come 
toe  kisd  away  every  tear  from  your  eyes,  ei 
of  those  precious  tears  with  which  frater 
affection  has  bedfe^ed  your  cheeks !"  Thus  s 
Eve,  and  with  infeJcpressible  transport  e 
braced  her  sons.  Mehala  and  Thirisa  likew 
fenibraced  them,  while  their  eyes  ovetflo\^ 
with  tears  of  ecstacy.  "  O  Thirza !"  ss 
Cain's  spouse  to  her  sister,  "  what  unspee 
able  fblicity!  Let  this  day  be  a  day  of  jo 
Let  us  go ;  we  will  strew  the  fairest  flow< 
on  the  table  in  the  bower;  we  will  collect  t 
finest  fruits  which  our  trees  afford ;  this  d 
shall  be  spent  in  the  enjoyment  of  our  hapj 
ness."  Joy  gave  wings  to  their  feet,  and  th 
hasteiied  away  to  perform  the  pleasing  task 

Cain  and  Abel  went  hand  in  hand,  a 
Adam  and  Eve,  filled  with  the  most  exquis 
delight,  walked  beside  them  towards  the  hi 
When  they  arrived,  the  sisters  hai  alrea 
spread  the  repast  of  various  fruits  in  the  sli 
diest  bower,  which  they  had  decorated  wi 
fragrant  Howers ;  brilliant  colors  and  delicio 
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odors  combined  to  gratify  their  seajses.  They 
seated  themselves  to  their  temperate  noon-tide 
repast,  accompanied  by  cheerfalness  and  joy  ; 
the  hours  pasjsed  rapidly  away  in  agreeable 
converse,  and  mild  evening  arrived. 
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TO 
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Conversation  in  tkebower — Abel  requests  Adam  torelate 
the  events  subsequent  to  the  fall — Eve  commences 
the  narrative — Her  farewell  of  paradise — Adam 
continues  the  narration — The  storm — They  pass  the 
first  night  in  a  cave — The  dead  bird — They  arrive 
at  a  hill  where  they  resolve  to  fix  their  residence — 
Adam  finds  Some  sheep^  Visit  of  an  Angel — Adam^s 
conversation  with  him-^ Message  of  the  Almighty — 

Adam  erects  an  altar-^-Winter — Return  of  spring 
—-The  sacrifice — Birth  of  Cain,  of  Mehala,  Abel, 
4ittd  Thirza — Conclusion. 
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While  with  hearts  full  of  rapture  they 
sat  in  the  bower,  the  father  of  men  thus  said : 
**  Now,  my  beloved  children,  now  we  expe-r 
rience  what  exquisite  delight  pervades  the 
soul  after  a  good  action ;  we  feel  that  nothing 
but  the  practice  of  virtue  can  render  us  truly 
happy.  By  virtue  we  are  elevated  to  that  fe- 
licity enjoyed  by  the  pufe  spirits  who  inhabit 
the  celestial  regions.  On  the  contrary,  every 
impure  and  unruly  passion  drags  us  down  and 
hurries  us  along  into  gloomy  labyrinths, 
where  we  are  tormented  by^  inquietude,  an- 
guish, misery,  and  remorse.  O  Eve !  could 
we  have  imagined,  when  hand  in  hand,  we 
bade  adieu  to  the  blissful  scenes  of  Pa|»adise, 
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when  \re  were  the  only  inhabitants  of  the, ex- 
tended earthy  that  so  much  felicity  was  yet.-ti 
be  enjoyed  in  a  world  carsed  for  6ur  trans- 
gression f" 

('  When  Adam  ceased  speakings  Abel  thns 
addressed  him :  "  Father,  now  while  the  lovely 
evening  approacheis,  it  nothing  prevents  thy 
longer  stay  in  this  bower,  if  the  solitary  twi* 
light  does  not  summon  thee  to  more  serious 
meditations,  listen  to  my  request,  and  relate 
to  Q8  once  more  the  events  of  that  time  when 
thou  and  my  beloved  mother  were  the  only 
inhabitants  of  the  earth.'^ 

All  now  fixed  their  eyes  in  silent  expecta-^ 
tion  on  Adam,  impatient  to  know  whether- he 
would  comply  with  Abel's  request.  '^  How," 
said  he,  "  can  I  re fusiBL  to  gratify  thy  wishles 
on  this  joyful  occasion.  I  will  relate  to  you 
the  events  of  those  days  in  which  sinners  wei*e 
cheered  by  such  great  promises,  in  which  they 
experienced  such  unmerited  grace  and  mercy. 
Eve,  where  shall  I  commence  my  narrative  ? 
Shall  I  begin  with  the  melancholy  moment  of  our 


—  —  -      ■ ■  *•  ■ 

■  ■  ■    ■  ■        I 

£ve  relates  the  Events  subsequent  to  the  FaII. 


dieparcure  from  Paradise  f*  But,  my  beloved^  a 
tear  already  trembles  in  thine  eye !"  "  Begio/* 
laid  Eve,  ^*  with  the  time  irhen,  with  stream^ 
ing  eyes,  I  looked  back  for  the  last  time  od 
idea's  blissful  bowers,  and  sudk  on  thy  bo- 
lom.  Bat,  the  sensations  I  then  experienced, 
permit  me  to  describe  myself ;  to  spare  my 
ftelings,  thou  wouldst  pass  too  lightly  over 
those  dreadful  scenes* 

*  .  '     •    ■ 

*  The  flaming  sword  of  the  angel  now  wd- 
Vfdat  a  distance  behind  tis^  with  ^oothiog 
compassion- he  had  conducted  us  out  of  Para- 
dise, he  had  reminded  us  of  the  promises  and 
the  infinite  goodness  of  our  offended  Creator. 
We  bad  descended  to-  the  earth,  where  we  wan- 
diered  through  solitary- deserts.  Here  we  found 
DO. Eden,,  we  walked  not  among  blooming 
iowers  and  fragrant  groves  ;  they  were  thinly 
icattered  over  tl>e  surface  of  the  barren  soil, 
like  islands  on  the  extended  ocean'*.  The  vast 

*.Tbe  author  appears  to  have  been,  guilty  of  sonie  iaco^- 
listency  in  putting  this  simile  into  the  mouth  of  Eve.     I|e 
teems  to  Ifave  for^tten  for  a  tnomeht  the  simplicity  and  ' 
(oaiinaiiTaiigiwraiioe  ivliibh^muit  Jkai-e  prevailetl  in  the 
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^Xth,  one  dresMry  wilderness,  lay  before  13s. 
Hand  in  hapd  we  pasaed  along ;  I  frequently 
turned  aside  to  weep,  and  ventured  not  to 
raise  my  eyes  to  the  dear  object  at  my  side, 
the  victim  of  my  guilt,  the  partner  of  my  mi- 
sery. -With  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground  he 
walked  beside  me :  then  looking  up,  he  gazed 
at  the  country  around  us,  and  afterwards  at 
roe ;  he  saw  my  tears,  and  with  speechless 
emotion  pressed  me  sobbing  to  his  bosom. 
We  were  now  descending  the  brow  of  a  bill, 
and  the  lofty  Eden  was  gradually  vanishing 
from  our  view.  I  paused,  looked  back,  and 
thus    lamented :    ^  O !   Paradise,    my  native 


lint  a^s,  and  to  have  blended  with  it,  ideas  arising  fFom  a 
kuowledj^  of  the  constitution  and  formation  of  the  earth, 
that  could  only  have  been  acquired  at  a  much  later  period. 
The  reader  will  perceive  from  various  parts  of  this  perform- 
ance that  the  author  must  have  been  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  immortal  work  of  Milton,  in  which  the  poet  repre- 
sents the  arch-an^el  Michael  shewing  to  Adam  from  the 
summit  of  a  lofty  hill,  the  whole  earth  extended  beneath 
him,  and  the  scenes  that  were  to  take  place  upon  it.  Gess- 
ner  undoubtedly  carried  with  him  that  idea  when  perusing 
the  above  passage  ;  but  yet  it  appears  extremely  improbable 
that  Eve  should  use  a  comparison  which  could  not  possibly 
be  familiar  either  to  henelf  or  her  children.  T. 


TUB  jyEAtff  09^^tl&k  87 

■  I'"  ■=. 

UCpnilUlO  mWOmm  JTaTSaiM* 

^^^M    m  ■  ■  mm  ■■   i^-^M^^  -  ■  ■  ■-    —    ■■.  ■  I     ■   I        ,  I  I  ■■■■■■  •       ""^ 

soil^  perhaps  I  shall  never  more  behold  thy 
Uissfia)  bowersy  in  which  thou^  my  beloved^ 
(if  I  may  stilt  call  thee  by  that  tender  name,) 
desiredst  a  help-mate  of  thy  Creator,  and 
from  thy  own  side  receivedst  her  who  de- 
stroyed thy  felicity !  Ye  flowers  reared  by  my 
caie,  for  whom  do  ye  now  diffuse  yoarfnu 
grance  i  Ye  shady  bowers,  who  now  walks  in 
yoor  aromatic  twilight  ?  Ye  blooming  shrabs, 
ye  groves,  for  whom  now  rrpen  your  various 
freift  ?  Never  shall  I  behold  you  again ;  that 
balsamic  air  is  too  pure,  that  spot  is  too  sa« 
cred,  for  a  being  contaminated  by  sin.     Alas ! 
how  is  man  fallen  !  The  friend  of  angels ;  he, 
who  issued  so  pure,  so  happy  from  the  hands 
of  his  Creator !   And  thou  too  art  fallen  !   O  ! 
—I  dare  not  call  thee  my  beloved— seduced 
by  me,  thou  art  fallen !  O  hate  me  not,  for- 
sake me  not !  Forsake  me  not,  I  intreat  thee 
by  our  common  misfortune,  by  the  gracious 
promises  of  our  merciful  Judge !    I  acknow- 
ledge I  have  deserved  thy  hatred,  thy  abhor- 
rence; but  permit  me  to  follow  thy  steps,  and 
by  my  services  to  alleviate  thy  misery.    Thy 
looks  shall  be  my  law,  and  in  them  I  will  read 
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tfay  (Commands.     Where  thou  dwellest  I  will 
coil^t  Boxv^n  for  thy  couch,  I  will  wander 
through  solitary  wilds   to   procure  the   best 
fruits  for  thy  food;  aad  OJ  How  happy  shall 
I  be^  if  thou :  rewardest  my  feeble  services 
with  a  sinrgle  glance  .of  affection !"  I  said,  and 
6Unk  into  bis  arms;  he  pressed  me. with  fervor 
to  his  bosom,  while  his  tears   bedewed  my 
cheeks,  and  said:  ''.Let  ns  not,  thou  dear  ob* 
ject  of  my  love !  Let  us  not  aggravate  our 
misery  by  Jceen  reproaches.    We  have  both 
deserved  a  more  severe  punishment  than  the 
Almighty  has  inflicted.     Did  not  our  Judge^ 
when  he  passed  sentence  on  our  crime,  cheer 
us. with  his  promises  ?  Though  they  are  yet 
veiled  in  sacred  obscurity,  yet. mercy,  infinite 
mercy,  beams  forth  from  amidst  the  gloom*.Had 
we  been  punished  according  to  our  deserts,  O ! 
what  would  then  have  become  of  us  ?  No,  my 
bdoved!  Let   us   not  by  our  murmurs   and 
complaints,  render  ourselves  unworthy  of  hifi 
favor ;  let  them  not  pollute  our  lips,,  which 
ought  only  to  breathe  forth  gratitude  and  de- 
votion.    He,  whose  eye  penetrates:  the- pro* 
foandest  aby^sses^  of:'darknessi  and  discaver& 
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the  inmost  recesses  of  the  sinner's  soul,  will 
graciously '  accept  the  feeble  tribute  of  our 
thanks  and  praise,  and  will  regaixl  with  com- 
placency our  imperfect  endeavours  to  please 
him.  Embrace  me,  Eve!  Mutual  affection 
shall  alleviate  our  common  calamity;  we^will 
together  oppose  our  enemy,  sin,  and' attempt 
to  attain  the  highest  degree  of  pei^fectiori,  of 
which  our  fallen  nature  is  susceptible.  Peace 
and  tender  love  shall  ever  abide  with  us ;  by 
sympathy  and  reciprocal  assistance  we  will 
lighten  the  burden  imposed  upon  us,  and  sup. 
pott  each  other  under  the  expectation  of 
death,  whose  progress,  it  seems,  is  gradual 
tad  slow.  Now  let  us  descend  to  that  spot 
where  the  poplars  wave  over  the  rock.  Even- 
ing approaches,  and  we  shall  there  find  a  con^ 
vehient  place  to  pass  the  night.  Thou  wast 
silent;  I  embraced  thee,  and  with  my  hiir 
dried  the  tears  from  thy  eyes.  We  then  de* 
scended  the  hill,  to   the   poplar-trees  which 

waved  over  the  rock." 

...  .        .  ..,..   .J 

Here  Eve  was  silent,  and  smiling  tenderly 
at -Adam,  he   thus  continued   his  narratio».' 
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**  Having  wrrved  at  .the  poplars,  we  found  iit. 
their  shitde  a,  cave  in  the  rock.    '  See  Eve/ 
said- 1;  ^  see  what  coi^venienx^es  nature  strll  af- 
fords: us  ^'  look  at  this^  charming  grotto  and 
thislimpid  stream  which  flows  beside  it.  Here 
let  us  take  shelter  for  the  aight;  but  I  must 
secure  the  entrance  against  the  attacks  of  noc-> 
turnal  enemies.'    *  What  enemies  ?'  asked  JBve 
with  emotion.    *  Hast  thou  not  observed/  1 
replied,  ^  that  the  curse  extends  to  the  whole 
creation,  that  the  bonds  of  friendship  are  dis- 
solved between  all  living  creatures,  and  that 
the  weak  have  become  the  prey  of  the  strong  I 
Yonder  in  the  plain,  I  saw  a  young  lion  pur- 
sue with  furious  roar  a  timid  fawn,  and  I  like* 
wise  perceived  enmity  among  the  birds  in  the 
air.     We  no  longer  possess  any  power  over 
these   animals,  excepting   over   such  as   are 
weaker  than  ourselves.     Those  which  before 
fawned  upon  or  sported  around  us,  the  shaggy 
lion  and  the  spotted  tyger,  now  pass  us  with 
glaring  eye-balls  and  a  tremendous  roar.     By 
gentle  usage  we  shall,  it  is  true,  secure  the  at- 
tachment of  some,  and  our  reason  will  protect 
us  against  the  superior  strength  of  others/ 
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*  And  I  will  go/  said  Eve,  ^  ta  coUect  btvbs 
aad  flowers  to  form  our  couch,,  and  to  gjUtbec 
fniits  from  the  aeighbquriag  buabea  and  tree9«' 
I  then  entwiaed  the  shrubs  aod  branches  that 
giew  before  the  eatraoce  of  the  cave ;  while 
Eve,  who  never  lost  me  from  her  sights  with 
abrm  and  anxiety,  performed  her  task.  She 
retomed  with  the  fruits  she  bad  gatherediaod 
ipread  them  before  us  on  the,  sweet  grass. 

"  We  then  lay  down  upon  tbe  flowers  in 
tbe  cave,  and  commenced  our  simple  repast 
which  was  sweetened  byaffectioi\ate  conversCiL 
Meanwhile  a  black  clood,  octending  itself  over 
the  fac^e  of  heaven,  gradually  veiled  the  setting 
tan.  Profound  darkness  rested  upon  the  earth,, 
tod  aature  seemed  in  silent  hovror  to  await 
herdiesolntion.  A  tempestuous  wind  arose;  it 
roaied  among  the  hills,  and  tore  up  the  trees 
of  the  forest;  flames  darted  from  the  black 
cloods,  and  the  thunder  burst  in  awful  peals. 
Eve  sank  with  terror  on  my  throbbing  bosom. 
'  He  comes/  said  she,  ^  the  avenger  comes ! 
how  terrible !  he  comes  to  annihilate  us  and 
sil  natnre  for   my  transgression!   O  Adam! 


4«  tHfi^DBit}}^  Oi^  A»EI>. 

'  "  "    ""■'  -  '  ' 

ThatTeapeft. 

Adam  T-'-^'Speecbless  and*  trembKog  ishe  re^ 
mfliiuued  clinging  to  my  br^st.  *  My  beloveii/ 
satd  ly  'let  us  koeeV  att  the  entrande  of  the 
cave,  itiid  pray  to  Him  who  walketh  amidst 
the  darkiiesS)  whose  thunders  proclaim  his  ap^ 
proach,  and  whose  lightnings  mark  his  steps; 
Thou  who  with  inexpressible^  with  divine  be- 
nignity^ lookedst'down  upon  me,  when  I  first 
received  life  from  thy  creating  hand,  how  ter- 
rible art  thou,  when  thou  appearest  in  judg- 
ment !'  We  then  knelt  at  the  entrance  of  the 
cave,  expecting  our  Judge  to  pronounce  from 
his  thunders  the  awful  sentence :  *  Ye  sbaH 
die,  aod  thou  earth  shalt  be  annihilated  in  my 
indignation  !'  Torrents  of  rain  now  descended 
from  heaven,  the  lightnings  ceased  to  flash, 
and  the  thunder  rolled  only  at  a  distance.  I 
raised  my  head.  '  Eve,'  said  I,  '  the  Lord 
hath  passed  over  us ;  he  will  not  now  consume 
the  earthy  and  we  sliall  not  yet  perish.  How 
could  his  promise  be  ^accomplished  if  he  de-» 
strdyed  us  with  all  our  seed  ?  And  eternal  wis- 
dom cannot  retract  the  promises  it  has  made!' 
We  recovered  from  our  terror,  the  clouds  dis- 
persedt  and  the  setting  sun  .shed  over  th&(u 
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nieirpressible  splendor ;  as  when  hosts  of  An- 
gels, hovering  ov6r  Edjen  on  fteecy  douds, 
tinged  them  with  'brtHiadt  fired,  and  diffosed 
throoghout  the  atmosphere  celestial  radiance. 
Stieh  were  now  the  splendors  of  the  western 
sicy;  all  nature  smiled  in  renovated  beaaty, 
and  every  color  had  acquired  more  vivid*  lus- 
tre.  The  setting  sun  shed  on  us  h>» departing 
rays  as  we  knelt  down  with  holy  awe  to  cele^ 
brate  the  solemn  scene.  Thus  the  first  tern* 
pest  passed  away  over  our  heads.  The  glow- 
ing tints  of  evening  faded  into  twilight,  and 
the  moon  shed  a  milder  lustre  on  the  scattered 
clouds.  We  were  now  for  the  first  time  chil- 
led by  thefrost  of  nigh  t,  as  we  had  before 
been  scorched  by  the  unusual  heat  of  the 
boon-day  sun.  We  wrapped  ourselves  up  in 
skins,  ("thrown  over  us  by  our  gracious  Crea- 
tor, before  our  departure  from  Paradise,  to 
shew  that,  in  our  misery  he  would  still  protect 
and  relieve  us,)  and  stretching  ourselves  on  the 
soft  herbs  and  flowers  in  the  cave, -awaited  in 
each  other's  embrace  the  approach  of  sleep.  It 
iame,  but  unattended  with  th$it  sweet  delight 
Irhich  blessed  our  slumbersr  in  a  stale  of  iniio^ 


». 
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ctoce.  Oqr  ii«agiiaation«  were  ^hen  Slled  only 
^ik  smiluig  aod  agreeable  images;  iaquieT 
tdde,  terror,  ^a4  reaierH^i  now  n^ingled  with 
tlliem  in  dreams^  forpi9  of  hoiror  aad  dismay. 
Tke  night  wa,s  calm,  and'oqr  ^Iqmbers  were 
net  disturbed;  biul  how  unlike  that  night, 
mj  beloved  Eve,  when  I  first  led  thee  to  the 
bridal  bow^r!  Never  bad  the  flowers  exha* 
]ed  a  sweeter  fragrance ;  never  had  the  bird 
of  night  poured  forth  i^uch  an  harmonioqt 
strain ;  never  had  the  moon  s;hed  such  soft  rar 
diance,  as  when  Paradise  celebrated  the  nup^ 
tials  of  the  first  pair.  But  why  do  I  dwell  oa 
ideas,  which  awaken  griefs  th^  were  hushed 
to  repose? 

^^  The  morning  sun  hs^l  already  exhaled  the 
glistening  dew,  when  we  opened  our  eyes;  a 
few  solitary  birds  were  singing  upon  the  trees, 
for  the  earth  then  contained  no  other  animals 
than  those  whicby  after  the  curse,  had  fled  out 
of  Paradise,  that  the  garden  of  the  Lord  might 
not  be  polluted  with  death.  We  went  to  the 
entrance  of  the  cave,  and  having  offered  up 
our  morning  adoration,  I  said  to  Eve,  '  Let. 
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Qft  proceed  farther;  ?/hea  I  survey  the  ex- 
tended country,  I  perceive  that  we  may  select 
for  our  abode  some  spot  which  affords  supe- 
rior advaatages  of  beauty  aud  fertility,  and 
more  numerous  resources  for  our  subsistence. 
Seest  thou  yon  stream  that  winds  through  the 
verdant  valley?  The  green  summit  of  that 
bill  beside  it,  appears  to  be  crowned  by  a  gar- 
den of  trees/  *  I  will  follow  thee,  my  beloved, 
whithersoever  thou  mayest  <conduct  me/  said 
Eve,  pressing  her  hand  in  mine;  and  we  pur- 
eed oar  course  to  the  hill.  On  the  way  Eve 
perceived  a  bird  fluttering  round  in  little  cir- 
des  in  apparent  distress,  and  uttering  plaintive 
cries ;  after  which  it  perched,  motionless,  and 
with  ruffled  plumage,  upon  the  low  bushes. 
She  approached  it,  and  discovered  another 
bird  extended  lifeless  on  the  grass,  before  the 
little  mourner.  She  stooped  down  and  exam- 
ined it  for  some  time;  at  length  taking  it  up 
from  the  ground  she  endeavored  to  awaken  it. 
*  It  will  not  awake,'  said  she,  laying  it  from 
her  trembling  hand  upon  the  grass.  *  It  will 
never  awake  more!'  Tears  gushed  from  her 
^yes,^  Thou  pretty  mourner,' said  she,  address- 
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in^  the  oUier ;  ^  perhaps ;  ah !  perhaps  it  prai. 
thy  mate  I  It  is  1 — thou  ioooceoL  sulfiaeE  ^  it 
is  I*— wretch  that  I  am,  who  liave  brought  mi- 
sery and  distresH-  upoa  every  creature!'  She 
wept  aioody  and  turoing   to  me,  exclaimed: 

*  What  a  horrible,  what  a  fatal  evil!  every 
sense  is  suspended,  every  limb  lefuses  ita  ot- 
lice !  Wnat  is  this  r  It  must  be  death !  O  !  hor- 
ror thrills  my  frame !  If  this  be  death,  and  the 
death  with  which  we  are  threatened,  O  how 
terrible  !  And  if  it  should  thus  tear  thee  firoiL 
me — O  Adam  !— I  tremble ! — I  cannot  suppoirt 
the  thought !'  Her  tears  flowed  more  copiouse*: 
}y,  as  she  bent  in  an  agony  of  grief  toward^i 
the  ground .  I  raised  her  up  and  embraced  ber^ 

*  Cease,  my  beloved,'  1  exclaimed,  ^  to  aggra^ 
vate  our  affliction  aad  distress ;  let  us  place 
oor  trust  in  Him  who  with  infinite  wisdooi 
governs  the  whole  creation,  and  who,  though 
be  appears  clothed  in  terror  as  our  judge,  is 
ever  accompanied  by  mercy  and  by  love.  Lec 
not  oar  imaginations  seek  to  anticipate  the 
dreadful  scenes  of  futurity,  nor  our  reason 
dwell  continually  on  onr  misery.  By  sq  doing 
we  should  blind  our  eyes  to  the  demonstration^ 
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of  his  wisdom  and  beDrgmty,  and  plurige  ouf" 
seWes' still  deeper  into  affliction .  He  guides 
oor  destifiy  with  infinite  goodness  and  wis- 
dom :  let  OS  then  proceed  with  humble  confi- 
dence,  nader  his  direction,  atid  with  holy  re* 
verence,  with  devout  awe,  offer  up  to  him  the 
tribute  of  our  gratitude  !'  .   ' 

.  "  We  now  resumed  our  course  towards  tht 
hiil,  and    passed  through  the  fertile  thickets 
vith  which  its  foot  was  encompassed.  On  the 
sammit  a  lofty  cedar  reared  its  head  far  above 
the  surrounding  fruit-trees ;  its  wide-spread- 
iog  branches  afforded  a  grateful  shade,  find  a 
iifflpid  stream  ran  among  the  flowers  beneatb. 
Here  a  vast  extent  of  country  opened  to.  our 
ikwi   i^^   distant   boundaries   were   blended 
with  the  misty  air.    *  This  place/  said  I,  *  afr 
foni^  an   image  of   Paradise,  a  convenient 
abode;-  another  Eden,  I  know  we  3hall.  never'  ' 
find.    Receive  us,  O  cedar,  into  thy  friendly   ' 
shade !  Ye  various  trees,  be  your  fruits>  which   ' 
I  wiU.  not  pluck  with  heedless  ingratitude,  the 
reQumpence  of  my  industrious  culture !  '  AU* 
mighty  Being !  deign  to  look  down  from  hea-  ' 
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ven  OD  thiB  oar  dwelliagy  listen  «o  our  -8oppli«» 
<iations,  Accept  the  incense  of  latitude  and 
^devotion,  wjbich  through  these  thick  diadet 
sh»H  each  day  and  h«iur  abcend  to  theel  Hett 
bjr  <i'he  stveat  of  our  brows  will  we  procim 
oaf  food:  beneath  this  shade,  my  belov^ 
Eve,  shalt  thou  with  pain  bring  forth  chiJdreOi 
and  here  we  will  wait  the  approach  of  death. 
Beigh,  O  God !  to  look  down  with  compla- 
cency on  the  abode  of  sinners !  Thus  I  prayed, 
while  Eve  knelt  by  my  side,  with  her  tearful 
*yes  devoutly  fixed  on  heaven. 

*'  I  then  began  to  construct  a  habitation 
beneath  the  shade  of  the  cedar ;  and  fixing  in 
the  earth  a  circle  of  strong  stakes,  I  interwove 
them  with  slender  twigs.    Eve  was  meanwhile 
employed  in  guiding  the  streams  among  the 
flowers;  in  binding  up  and  pruning  the  luxn* 
riant  foliage  of  the  shrubs,  in  supporting  the    ; 
drooping  plants,  and  in  gathering  wild  fruits;    ( 
and  thus  we  enjoyed  the  first  repast,  earned  by 
the  sweat  of  our  brows.    As  I  went  to  the    i 
*iver  to  procure  reeds  for  the  roof  of  our  hut,    » 

»w  five  sheep,  white  as  the  floating  noon-  - 
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— '  '   '  '  -_■'-'  — ' — ~  ■       ~~ 

Adam  diacovers  Mnne  Sbeep. 

- —  '      •       ■■'■  '     ■     ■  ■      ■  "  — 

day  clouds,  aad  a  youDg  ram  in  their  midst 
grazing  oq  the  shore.     I  advanced  gently  to- 
wards theiB^  to  see  whether  they  would  shun 
me  like  the  hon    and    the  tiger,  which  ouce 
sported  at  my  feet ;  but  they  fled  not  at  my 
approach,  and  I  drove  them  before  me  with  a 
reed  to  the  hill,  into  the  luxuriant  grass,  where 
Eve  was   constructing  a  bower  of  the  over- 
arching   shrubs.     She   did   not    perceive  the 
little  flock,  till  their  bleatings  drew  her  atten- 
tion.   She  then  looked  round,  and  loosing  the 
branches  from  her  hands,  at  first  paused  Vith 
a  timid  air,  and  then  exclaimed  :  O !  They  are 
tame  and  gentle  as  in  Paradise  !  Welcome^  ye 
engaging  companions!  You  shall  dwell  with 
us  ;  here  you  will  find  luxuriant  pastures,  fra^ 
grunt  herbage,  and  a  Jimpid  stream.  How  de- 
lightful it  will  be,  to  see  you  gambol  around 
us  ID  the  grass,  while  we  are  occupied  in  the 
culture  of  our  trees  and  shrubs  !  She  said,  and 
patted  their  woolly  backs.' 

'^  Our  liabitation  was  now  completed,  and 
Eve  and  I  were  seated  at  the  entrance  in  the 
dhade,  gazing  on  the  extended  landscape,  when 
2  P 
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£Te*8  address. 

!■■  ■  .    .  ■         I  ■    |i  .    .    i       I  ■ 

Eve  thus  ikiteritipted'fteisiteDce:  'Thejirds- 
pect  before  Q8  is  bcfautiful  tod  diVersffieH,  ^tid 
this  hill  18  d<^kied  t^ith  liumerbus  kiiidis  loff  te^ 
getable  prodoctiotis  ;'btit  if  we  select  the  tan'Mt 
useful  and  agreeabte  of  those  which  coVe^  thi 
face  of  the  country,  Vre  fehAll  then  ))roduce-lk 
resemblancie  bearing  the  same  proportion 't6 
Paradise,  as  we  were  informed  by  the  iingiete 
who  there  visited  us,  that  Paradi&e  itself  hekti 
to  heaven.  Ah !  How  enchanting  was  Vth^f 
blessed  spot !  There  Nature  shed  her  tnilBi^ 
influence;  there  her  productions  dSspliayed^ 
profusion  of  luxuriant  beauties;  unnumbered 
flowers  blended  their  variegated  tints;  btds- 
soms  and  fruits  were  interminjg'led  in  gay  con- 
fusion ;  innumerable  species  of  trees,  extetui- 
ing  their  grateful  shade,  formed  an  enfdtdss 
mixture,  every  part  of  which  was  more  agree* 
al>le  and  more  magnificent.  Of  these  we  see 
very  few  around  us :  perhaps,  since  the  carte, 
the  earth  is  incapable  of  producing  fchetia;  or 
Nature,  with  sparing  hand,  has  distribute 
them  over  difierent  regiotis :  and,  Adam,  I 
have  alr^y  bb^efved  ttat  death,  and  corrup- 
tion (which  :must  be  the  natural  consequence 
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£Ti^««ddmi. 


of  death)  have  ex  tended  their  ravages  through* 
out  the  whole  creation.  1  have  seen  tbefmits 
£ill  and  decay,  and  the  flowers  fade :  I  have 
beheld  the  withered  shrubs  and  trees  stripped 
of  their  foliage  and  their  fruits.  Young 
shoots,  indeed,  spring  up  beside  the  ^decayed 
plant,  fresh  fruits  supply  the  place  of  those 
which  have  fallen,  and  the  -scattered  seeds  of 
ifae  faded  flowers  give  birth  to  a  blooming 
iNTOgeny.  Thus,  Adam,  shdl  we  once  returtf 
to  the  dust,  and  thus  shall  wc  be  renewed  in 
onr  children''^. 


*The  oelebrared  Herder  has  enlarg^edoo  this  sul^ect  in 

aa  e&quislt^  beautifill  passage,  in  one  of  his  performances 

iutittiled,  **  God"    Speaking  of  death,  he  says  ;  "  Observe 

the  flower,  hew  she  hastens  into  bhissom.    She  draws  to 

henelf  sap,  tir,  light,  and  aU  the  elements,  which  she  pre« 

pares  in  order  to  assist  her  growth,  to  furnish  the  vital 

jiuees,'and  to  produce  blossom:  blossdm  succeeds  and  dis- 

i^pears.  ^iie  has  now  spent  all  her  power,  her  love,  and  life, 

ta  become  *  mother,  to  leave  behind  images  of  herself,  and 

to  propagate  her  kind.    Her  energies  are  exhausted  and 

edosuiiied  in  the  restless  service  of  nature;  and  it  may  be 

ttid,  that  ftvm  the  commencement  of  her  life,  she  has  been 

vorkviff  lier  own  destruction.    But,  wbi|t  else  is  destn>}i;d 

tlum  a  form  she  can  rib  longer  retain,  and  which  having 

Rftched  the  bluest  degree'  of  beauty  and  perfection  of  which 

li  ii  iOBOcytible,  again  hastens  to  decay.  'But  she  does  not 
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Adam's  rrply. 

'^  She  was  sUent,  and  touched  with  melaD- 
choly,  I  replied  : '  Far  other  cares,  my  beloved 
Eve,  oppress  my  heart !  How  willingly  woaM 
I  resign  all  the  advantages,  all  the  delights  of 
Paradise !  Bat,  to  be  banished  from  that  spot 
where  God,  veiling  his  insupportable  radiance. 


undergo  this  change  as  a  dead  heing  (which  would  be  a 
gloomy  -reflection)  to  make  room  for  youthful  and  vigofrous 
successors,  but  rather  as  a  living  being  in  the.  full  ei^oj- 
incnt  of  the  pleasures  of  existence.  She  was  the  author  qf 
their  existence,  which  she  propagated  under  a  form  of  the 
most  perfect  beauty,  in  the  ever-blooming  garden  of  Timey  . 
where  she  herself  likewise  flourishes.    For  she  dies  not  with 

■ 

the  form  under  which  she  appears  ;  the  power  of  the  root 
continues;  she  will  awake  from  the  sli:ep  of  winter,  and     ' 
again  shoot  forth  in  renewed,  vernal,  and  youthful  beai^y 
ivith  the  daughters  of  her  existence,  now  friends  and  sisters, 
by  her  virgin  side.    Tiius  there  is  no  such  thing  as  denth  in 
the  creation.  It  is  only  a  hastening  away  of  that  which  can-    ^- 
not  remain ;  that  is,  the  operation  of  ever-youthful,  restless,    ^ 
inextinguishable  power,  which, from  its  very  nat*'re,  cannot 
remain  a  moment  inactive,  but  is  always  co-operating  in  the 
most  admirable  manner  in  its  own  existence,  and  that  of  as 
many  others  as  it  is  capable  of  producing.  Can  you  imagine 
a  more  exquisitely  beautiful  law  of  wisdom  and  goodness  in 
the  system  of  transformation  than  that  by  which  eveiy  thing 
hastens  with  rapid  career  to  reftewed  youthful  vigor,  and  is 

insequenUy  subject  to  progressive  alteration  from  one  mo- 

~  t  to  another  ?"        T. 
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deigned  to  reader  himself  visible  to  our  sight, 
aDd  to  walk  among  the  groves,  while  solemn 
flileace  attended  the  presence  of  the  Deity: — 
this,  this,  it  is  that  afflicts  me,  this  is  to  me 
the  most  painful  loss.  How  often,  in  prostrate 
adoration,  have  I  dared  to  address  him,  while 
the  Almighty  listened  with  benignity  to  the 
Toice  of  his  creature.  And  vouchsafed  to  an- 
$urer  me!  But,  alas!  this  glorious  privilege. of 
pure  spirits  we  have  forfeited.     Can  the  most 
pure  walk. among  sinners  f  Can  he  walk  upon 
that  earth,  on  which  he  has  pronounced  his 
malediction?  It  is  true,  that  from  his  throne 
he  looks  down  on   us  witii  compassion,  and 
that    his  mercy  to  us  in  our  miserable  state 
exceeds  our  utmost  hopes.     It  likewise  ap- 
pears, that  his  angels  still  visit  the  earth  to 
execute   his  commands.;    but  they  veil  their 
celestial  splendor;  they  deign  not  to  become 
visible  to  our  eves,  and  hasten   to  leave  this^ 
seat  of  corruption ;   for  we  are  unworthy  to 
hold  converse' with  spirits  who  have  not  of- 
fended the  Most  High.' 

*'  We  thus  conversed  ;  and,  wrapped  in  pro- 
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■ 'Mr'.fy/'.t    '^.-    V.t  **J'l-.     liCjl'™     I!L  ▼•Id    1. 

I'  fti-,  uj/ft  •>-<;  ;.    :,  tr^i  :',"Mi    t  jtsies  » 

«,((;( i«)f  aw.' ii";>-',f»*-(i.  W»  r:jti-->iM«:i 

«f.* «  It."  Wij^*-!  ifiit  4rtcif«wi  ::i :  '  He  wl 
fl)»'<ri*-  (*  id  )i'-in>':(i  >ia*  h<ard  yoor  coQ« 
ii'iii  '<'','  ^■•I'l  t***  Vt  ui':, '  ftud  inform  li 
rliiMii-ii  III  Hi(lif:ti'yH,  ttiat  1  am  not  circ 
^rnlK-fl  hy  Ih'r  tftuiulnrk-t  of  liesven,  faui 
I  /i^iy  I'xifiL  of  my  crMition  is  filled  with 
).ii  *i:iii'i!.  Wlifi  uinkcth  th<:  sun  to  shine, 
wIhi  ;(iiiiltilli  the  Dfiirii  in  llicir  txiarse!  \ 
iitiitiilli  llin  fittili  lo  liriitg  fortli  fruits, 
iliiy  iiikI  iii((lit  til  follow  cnuli  others  T 
{ivulli  lil'r  uikI  liivutli  to  till  created  beii 
Uli  preirrvrlli  tlidiii;  nwl  who  preven 
k  ft'nm  linking  iiilo  (Iciitit  mid  corrupt 
I  w'llh  Ihco,  ftuitli  llic  Lord,  nnd  the  t 
U'lhouBhik  arc  known  to  me.' 

with  holy  awe,  I  raised  my  t 
\A  the  radiance  lh:tt  surrounded 
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Conversation  with  the  Ai^ji. 


aad  said :  '  How  iDconceivably  great  is  the 
mercy  of  the  Lord!  la  compassion  to  our  mi- 
sery he  seodeth  his  angels  to  comfort  sinners. 
Ah  !  I  stand  overwhelmed  with  shame  before 
tbee ;  I  scarcely  dare  to  raise  my  eyes  to  thee, 
bat  perqait  me  to  communicate  to  thee  my 
melancholy  forebodings.  I  feel,  I  perceive 
with  sacred  awe,  that  the  presence  of  the  Al- 
mighty extends  to  the  whole  creation.  How 
can  beings  polluted  by  sin  ask  or  hope,  that 
he,  who  is  purity  itself,  should  more  distinctly 
manttest  his  presence  r  But  will  not  my  poste- 
rity, sinking  perhaps  still  deeper  into  sin,  be- 
ATome  more  wretched ;  and  will  not  their  con- 
ceptions of  the  most  perfect  of  Beings  be  en- 
veloped in  darkness  and  obscurity?  For,  in 
the  same  manner,  as  I  have  fallen,  may  they 
not  likewise  fall  by  degrees  into  the  lowest 
deplh  of  guilt.  When  I  shall  be  no  longer 
with  them  to  testify  his  goodness,  every  worm 
willji  it  is  true,  proclaim  it ;  but  will  not  the 
voice  of  Nature  be  too  weak  to  make  an  im- 
pression upon  the  minds  of  men,  if  the  Al- 
wighty   continues    to   hide   his   countenance 
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tVuM  Uiviuf  Ttiis  thought  ii  is  that  coDtiau- 
ully  up|irciiGe«  mv.' 

"  'I'liK  c<!k»tiu]  beiog  deigned  with  benig- 
iiily  tliun  tu  <tnsH-er  :  '  Father  of  mea  !  He  ia 
wliuiii  hII  crciitioii  lives  and  moTcs  will  not 
lortiiko  iliy  descendants.  Ot'icii  will  their  sins 
provoke  dim  to  gra»j>  lii»  iliuiider^,  and  lo 
iiiiiiiil'uai  liimitclt'  in  liiu  judgments ;  and  sin- 
ners, ircinbliug  iu  the  dust,  xliuU  acknowledge 
ilie  [iiiwer  and  tlic  justice  of  their  God.  Bat 
iiiitro  frequently  will  he  ninke  himself  known 
hy  his  mercies.  When  they  have  wandered 
trout  liin  wnys  he  will  graciously  call  ibem 
tiiick  ;  he  will  raise  up  among  them  holy  men, 
ulii)  wilt  enlighten  their  understundings,  and 
lend  tlicui  from  the  wilderness  of  error  and 
guilt  into  the  paths  of  the  Lord.  He  will  send 
prophets  among  them  to  announce  the  judg- 
ments or  the  mercies  of  the  Most  High,  while 
stilt  concealed  iu  the  bosom  of  remote  futu- 
to  convince  them  th«t  Eternal  Wisdom 
and  determines  every  event.  Often 
i  speak  to  them  by  angels  and  by  mira- 
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Cuarenatiaa  with  the  Angel. 


cles;  and  there  will  be  some  righteous  meo 
to  whom  he  will  himself  descend  froiu  his 
throae,  till  at  length  the  great  mystery  of  sal- 
vation shall  be  revealed^  and  the  seed  of  the 
woman  shall  crush  the  serpent's  head/ 

"He  was  silent;   the  smile  of  benignity 
tbat  beamed  on  his  countenance  emboldened 
me  again  to  address  him.  ^  Celestial  friend  !  if 
a  siuner  dare  call  thee  by  that  name — yet  an- 
!;els  cannot  hate  him  whom  the  Eternal  doth 
not  hate,  him,  to  whom  the  infinite  mercy  of 
the  Lord    is  so  wonderfully  manifested,  that 
heaven  is  lost  in  astonishment,  and  the  soul, 
hambled  in  the  dust,  is  unable  to  express  its 
gratitude — O!  allow  me  to  ask  thee,  if  thou  art 
permitted  to  remove  tlie  veil  of  obscurity  that 
envelopes  these  sacred  mysteries  ?  What  means 
the  Almighty's  promise  ?  *  The  seed  of  the  wo^ 
man  shall  crush  the  serpent's  head ;'  and  what 
imports  the  curse,  *  thou  shalt  die?' — '  What 
lam  permitted  to  unfold,' answered  the  angel, 
'  I  will  not  conceal  from  thee.     Know  then, 
Adam,  that  When  thou  hadst  sinned,  (he  voice 
of  God  pronounced  from  his  throne:  '  Man  is 
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t^versaiion  with'  the  Apgel. 


Ikltenj  imd  4iesfa«ll  die/— An  Hi^ol  darkn^ 
suddenly  vtiled  the  eteroal  throne;  atfd  solenin 
silence  ireigned  m  heaven.  Not  long  prevailed 
thfs  soiemti  silence;  the  darkness  m&  dissi- 
pated from  before  the  throne,  and  never  before 
wiis  the  brightness  of  his  Majesty  so  glori- 
otisly  displayed  to  his  angels,  excepting  wtien 
bis  creative  voice  passed  forth  into  the  iiti- 
measorable  void,  and  called  those  suns  and  stars 
into  existence.    His  voice   again  resound^ 
through  the  regions  of  heaven :  '  I  wiH*  hot 
turn   my  face  from  the  sinner;    the  eal^th 
shall  bear  witness  to  my  infinite  mercy.    The 
seied  of  the  woman  shall  crush  the  serpeiiVs 
head.     Hell  shall  not  boast  its  victory,  and 
death  shall   lose  its   prey.     Rejoice,  ye  hea- 
vens!' Thus  spake  the  Eternal.    The  arch- 
angels, overpowered  by  the  resplendent  efful- 
gence of  his  glory,  had  sunk  before  it,  had  not 
the  insupportable  radiance  of  the  throne  been 
speedily  tempered.  The  inhabitants  of  heav^i 
then  celebrated  the  sacred  mystery  of  infioite 
grace.     But  the  manner  in  which  God  will 
accomplish  his  atonement  with  sinners  is  not 
yet  revealed   to   the  archangels  themselS*^. 


Wje.oply  Jk;flp>v  that  I  ^^  p^ipit}^^  19  k&«(B 
tb^,  thi^  deatU  ^  deppved  o^  iM  PP^I^;  .tJl^t 
it  rel.e«^$i^  the  spirit,  which  \^  its  pifMTtal  lu^bi- 
U(ti<vi  cao  have  l^t  qq  impeifect  k^pwl^dge 
of  Gody  frpta  jthe  i^reight.  of  the  €ii!i$e;  apfi 
that  while  the  body  m(HiJ4er&  in  th^  dpst,  j^be 
MuL  astceods  to  eojoy  like  as  everlaa^ing  Wiss. 
^Aod  now  hear  wh^^t  the  Lord  saLtk  to  thee : 
'.  I. will  be  gracious  to  thee  and  to  thy  seed;  and 
there  shall  be  a  sisn  between  us  that  I  will  re- 
tneoiber  this  great  promise.  Raise  ap  altar 
appn  this  hill ;  on  the  annual  return  q{  th^  day 
I  gave  thee  this  promise,  a  flame  shall  descend 
from  Heaven  and  settle  upon  thine  altar. 
Thou  shah  then  sacrifice  a  young  Iamb,  and 
the  flames  shall  consume  thy  offering.'  And 
now  I  have  revealed  to  thee  what  is  permitted 
to  created  beings  to  know,  I  am  moreover 
directed  by  the  Most  High  to  shew  you,  ere 
I  return,  that  ye  are  not  so  solitary  as  you 
Upagine ;  and  that  this  earth,  though  it  has  in- 
canred  his  curse,  is  yet  inhabited  by  .pure  spi* 
rits,  who  by  the  commaad  of  the  Eternal, 
uratch  over  your  safely  and  your  happiness.' 
The  fuigel  then  apprpaclied  and  touched  our 
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Tbe  gunrdiaQ  Angels  of  tbe  Earth. 


.eye^i-:  Words  hre. too  weak  to  describe  the 
be%uti6$  ofthe  scene  that  opened  to  our  view. 
The  earth  was*  peopled  with  innumerable  ce- 
tential  spirits,  more  beautiful  than  Eve  when 
she  6r8t  issued  from  the  hands  of  tbe  Eternaly 
and  with  soft  voice  awakened  me  to  her  em* 
braces.  Some  bade  light  exhalations  to  arise 
from  the  earth,  and  ^ore  them  aloft  on  ex- 
pandedwings,  that  they  might  descend  in  gentle 
dews  and  fertilizing  showers;  others  repose4 
beside  the  murmuring  streams,  watching  lest 
their  springs  should  fail,  and  vegetable  nature 
be  deprived  of  its  humid  aliment.  Many 
were  dispersed  among  tbe  meadows,  and  tend^ 
ed  the  growth  of  fruits,  or  painted  the  opening 
flowers  with  the  radiant  tints  of  evening  or  the 
azure  of  the  sky,  and  breathed  upon  them, 
that  they  might  diffuse  balmy  odors  around; 
while  others  were  employed  in  various  occu- 
pations in  the  shady  groves.  From  their  glit- 
tering wings  they  wafted  gentle  breezes,  whiob, 
whispering  among  the  foliage,  or  fanning  the 
fragrant  flowers,  played  upon  the  surface  of 
fbe  winding  brook  and  tlie  dimpled  lake. 
Some,  reposing  from  their  labors,  xyere  seated 
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The  irunrdlRii  Anpfelt  of  the  Earth. 

in  the  cooiing  shade,  and,  unheurd  by  hurtidn 
ear,  chanted  in  chorus,  to  their  golden  harps, 
the  praises  of  the  Most'High.  Many  were 
walking  on  our  hill,  or  reclining  in  the  shade 
of  our  bowers,  and  often  regarded  as  with 
looks  of  celestial  tenderness;  hot  ouf  eyes 
were  again  overspread  with  darkness,  aiid  the 
ravishing  scene  vanished. 

"  These,*  said  the  angel,  *  are  the  tutelary 
spirits  of  the  earth.     Many  of  the  beauties 
and  wonders  of  nature  are  too  delicate  and 
too  refined  for  mortal  sense;  but  it  is  the 
pleasure  of  the  Creator  that  none  of  them 
should  be  lost,  and  they  enrapture  and  delight 
innumerable  heavenly  beings.    They  are  like- 
wise appointed  to  direct  nature  in  her  secret 
coarse,  to  assist  her  in  her  various  operations, 
according  to  the  immutable  laws  prescribed 
by  the  Creator.     They  are  also  occupied  in 
protecting  men  and  in  watching  their  actions ; 
anseen  they  often  ward  off  impending  dan- 
gers;  they  accompany  him  in  all  his  ways, 
and  cofnvert  apparent  evils  into  real  benefits. 
They  are  the  silent  witnesses  of  thy  domestic 
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baj^ines^  aad  bebpld;  thy  mpst  secret  actipoi; 
jviitk-sHHk^  of  ^pprobalioD,  or  with  nfioumful 
diaple^Uro*  6y  th^f  agency  ibe  Lord  viU 
bj^  mtioos  ;  wilb  abundance,  or  cba^t^^ 
them  when  they  have  gone  astray  with  fftipji]^ 
and  distress,  that  he  may  recal  them  by  the 
i^^AC^;^  calamijty.' 

]  ^^Thus  spoke  the  angel,  and  again  with- 
4rem  iat0  tlie  i^spleoded  cloud,  while  we  kn^t 
:^0wo>  %n4f  fiUed  with  inexpressible  traQspiQi(.g' 
fttammered  forth  with  ti^ars  our  gratitude, |p 
ihe  Eternal  for  his  infinite  mercies. 


''  I  then  built  w.  altar  on  the  brow  of  the  hill^ 
and  Eve  was  incessantly  employed  in  creatipg 
an  imitiation  of  Paradise  around  th^  sai;c^ 
spot.  AH  the  flowers  which  she  found  in  the 
meadows  and  on  the  hills  she  planted  near  the 
altar,  and  refreshed  them  each  morning  and 
.eyening  with  pure  water  from  the  murmuring 
stream.  'Ye  guardian  spirits  who,  hover 
round  me,'  she  exclaimed,  *  complete  tbis 
work:^f  my  hands,  for  without  your  .nid  my 
labors  are  un4)K«kili4)g !  Q},  l^t  these  flowers 
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blbom  here  with  greater  beautjthan^ih  Ibeiir 
n&tive  soil/  for  this  plaee  is  consbcritte8  id^Atk 
Lord/  I  meanwhile  planted  the  wide  cir<^le 
of  trees,  which  threw  a  silenty  solemh  shade 
around  the  altar. 

"  Amidst  these  occupations  the  scorchiag 

heats  of  summer  passed  away ;  autumn,  with 

its  variegated  tints,  was  alreaidy  at  an  end; 

inclement  blasts  succeeded,  and  the  mount aiiiis 
I*. 
were  shrouded  in  a  foggy  inantle.   We  beheld 

with  grief  the  joyless  appearance  of  Nature, 

and  knew  not  that  the  earth,  exhausted  by  i^ 

profusion,  required  the  repose  of  winter  to  re* 

croit  its   strength :    for   before  the  fall,  the 

floweky  spring,  the  summer,  and  the  itutumn, 

went  hand-in-hand,  and  smiling,  bestowed,  all 

at  the  same  moment,  their  rich  and  various 

gifts.  'The  gloom  diffused  over  the  face  of 

natare  continued  to  increase;  the  plants  had 

withered  :    only  a  few   solitary  flowers   still 

bloomed  in  the  meads  and  around  the  altai*, 

and  drooping,   seemed   to   mourn   their  ap^ 

ptoadiing  decay ;  when  furious  winds  stripped 

Uie  trees  of  their  discolored  foliage,  shook  the 
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fruits  from  the  branches,  and,  accompanied  by 
torrents  of  rain,  howled  over  the  desolate 
plains,  and  covered  the  moan  taints  melancho- 
ly summits  with  snow. 

"With  painful  anxiety  we  beheld  this  scene 
of  desolation,  believing,  that  the  curse  was 
now  beginning,  to  take  effect  on  the  earth. 
*  Will  nature  then  lose  all  the  remains  of  her 
beauty?  The  earth  was  poor  in  comparison  to 
Paradise,  yet  stili  it  afforded  sufficient  com- 
forts and  conveniences  to  sweeten  our  lives; 
but  if  the  divine  malediction  spreads  such  de- 
vastation over  the  earth,  how  gloomy,  how 
miserable  will  be  the  remainder  of  our  days  [' 
Such,  at  first,  were  our  reflections ;  but  we 
soon  encouraged  each  other  to  banish  from 
our  hearts  every  discontented  thought,  and  to 
trust  with  devout  reliance  in  the  Lord.  We 
now  collected  a  store  of  fruits ;  these  we  dried 
on  the  earth  to  preserve  them  from  corruption 
anfl  decay ;  and  1  strengthened  our  hut,  that 
it  miglit  protect  us  from  the  s.torms  and  the 
rain.  In  the  mean  time  our  little  flock  wan- 
dered cheerlessly  on  the  hill,  in  quest  of  th(^ 
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scanty    herbage    which    sprang    forth    from 
amidst  the  desolation.    I  often  went  myself  to 
the  ineads  and  hills  to  collect  a  supply  of  food 
for  them  in  their  fold.     Slowly  and  heavily 
passed  the  days  of  this  rainy  and  tempestuous 
season ;  but  the  enlivening  sun  soon  returned 
and  dissipated  the  gloomy  clouds,  while  gent- 
ler winds  chased  the  lingering  mists  from  the 
moontains.     Nature  again  began  to  smile  in 
youthful  beauty;  the* earth  was  covered  with 
lovely   verdure;    a   variegated    multitude  of 
flowers  decked   the  meads  and  expanded  to 
the  sun*s  genial   influence;   the   bushes  and 
trees  glowed  with  innumerable  blossoms,  and 
joy  and  gladness  reigned  throughout  all  na- 
ture. Thus  blooming  spring,  the  gay  morning 
of  the  year,  revisited  the  earth ;  among  all  the 
trees  of  the  groves  none  flourished  with  so 
much  beauty  as  those  which  I  had   planted 
round  the  altar,  and  Eve  with  joyful  surprise 
beheld  the  flowers  she  hud  planted  near  the 
sacred  spot  again  revive  or  push  forth  tender 
shoots.     In   vain,  my  children,  should   I  at* 
tempt  to  describe  our  ecstacy ;  full  of  inex- 
pressible joy  we  approached  the  akar;  the  sun 
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poured  hh  put^fitr^adinp^^  Qn.tbi^  8^red..s{)ut ; 
a]l  ojsUurie  Sf^tHf^  to  joipja  th^  fK^^  of  ^^ 
Lord ;  the  flowers  filled  tlie  air  witl>  the^mg^ 
delicious  odors,  aod  the  trees  striewed  the  altftf 
with  theic  yariegitti^;  blossoiqs*  Thq  ii^tl^ 
winged  inbahit»o{s  of  the  gr^^s  chirped  fortl^ 
their  joy,  and  the  birds  incessantly  w^ble4 
from  the  lofty  branches.  We  kqeU  dpwn.; 
tears  of  joy,  falling  from  our  eyes,  mingl^, 
with  the  morning  dew  on  the  flowers;  pur 
fervent  thanksgivings  ascended  to  the  Goctof . 
nature,  to  that  God  who  is  goodness  itself^  ao^ji  - 
who  from  apparent  evil,  bringeth  forth  good*. 

^'  I  now  began  to  cultivate  a  little  field  w , 
the  hill,  and  to  sow  in  the  earth  th^  se^d^.t. 
had  collected,  or  to  transplant  to  the  hiU,  the: 
fruit  trees  I  found  scattered  over  the  ^dj^ceo^t 
country:   and   nature,  chance,  or  reflectiop^^ 
often  furnished  me  with  means  and  inventigp^  ^ 
for  alleviating  my  toils.     Often  too  did  l^y^ , 
ignorance  of  the  proper  seasons,  and  of  tbe 
soils  suitable  for  different  plants,  gender  ^ly 
labors  abortive.     Often  has   my  imagination 
in  vain  attempted  to  discover  some  Uttle.  coa<- 
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trJvBDoe  to  ease  my  fiitigaes,  and  still  oftener 
ihoald  I  have  failed  had  not  goardiaa  a&gels 
uhlspered  to  my  soal. 

**  One  morniog  at  an  early  dawn,  as  I  looked 
Mt  of  my  hot  towards  the  altar,  I  perceived 
the  flame. of  the  Lord  blazing  upon  it  amidst 
the  dim  twilight ;  the  approaching  sun  gilded 
lie  column  of  the  ascending  smoke.  '  £ve!' 
[  exclaimed^  *  this  is  the  anniversary  of  the 
;reat  promise.  Behold,  the  flame  of  the  Lord 
las  descended  upon  our  altar ;  let  us  hasten 
t)nh.  This  day  shall  be  sacred  to  the  Lord, 
md  every  other  labor  must  cease.  Go  thou 
uid  collect  the  fairest- flowers  to  strew  over 
;he  sacrifice,  and  I  will  slaughter  the  youngest 
)f-  our  lambs.^  I  went,  my  children,  and 
slaughtered  the  youngest  and  fbirest  of  our 
lock ;  it  was  the  first  living  creature  I  had 
crIlM.  O  what  a  dreadful  sight!  Horror 
chilled  my  blood,  and  my  arm  would  have  re- 
Posed  its  office,  had  not  the  sacred  dommand 
rf  the  Lord  given  me  courage,  as  it  inoaned 
under  my  trembling  hands ;  the  convulsive 
movements  of  its  quivering  limbs  gradually 
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grew  fainter^  till  at  lengtb  it  lay  lifeless,  at 
my  feet.  Paiofui  forebodings  thrilled  my  soai'; 
but  I  laid  it  upon  the  altar,  and  Eve  strewed 
it  with  fragrant  flowers.  We  knelt  with  de- 
vout awe  before  tbe  altar;  our  praises. and 
thanksgivings  ascended  to  the  Lord,  who  so^ 
graciously  remembered  his  promises;  a  sacied 
stillness  reigned  around,  as  when  tbe  earth 
hallows  the  presence  of  its  Creator,  and.o^f 
cars  were  ravished  with  the  softest.  stra,ip;»Hof 
celestial  music,  which  according  ange}s  i^i^r- 
gled  with  our  prayers.  The  flame  havii]|g 
consumed  the  sacrifice,  expired  on  the  al- 
tar, and  a  heavenly  perfume  was  diffused 
around. 

"  Not  long,  my  children,  after  the  sacred  fes- 
tival of  the  solemn  reconciliation,  I  was  retuxa- 
ing  at  sun-set  up  the  hill,  to  repose  from  my.  \»r 
bor,  by  the  side  of  my  beloved.  1  sought  her  in 
the  hut,  and  in  the  shady  bower,  and  found  her 
seated,  faint  and  exhausted,  by  the  stream,  with 
thee,  niy  first  born,  lying  on  her  bosom.  The 
pains  of  child-birth  had  overtaken  her  while 
Employed  in  her  gentle  labors  by  the  stream.. 
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tedewed   thee  with   tears   of  joy,  and 
log  on  rae  as.  I  approached  r  ^  I  salute 
>  fintheir  of  men !'   she  exclaimed.    *  The 
1.  hath  supported  me  in  my  pains,  and  I 
i  brought  forth  this  son.'    When  my  eyes 
•beheld  him,  I  called  him  Cain.     O  my 
-born  !   the  Lord  hath  graciously  looked 
B  apon    the   hour   of  thy  birth;   to   his 
96  may  all  thy  days  be  dedicated !     How 
k,  how  helpless,  is  the   offspring  of  wo- 
, !  But  mayest  thou  flourish,  like  the  open- 
flower  in  spring:  may  thy  life  be  an  ac- 
table incense  to  the  Lord  !  Tears  of  joy 
wise   overflowed   ray  eyes ;    I    took    thee 
tly  in  my  arms :  *  1  salute  thee,  mother  of 
i!'  said  I — ^  Blessed  be  the  Lord  who  sup- 
ted  thee  in  the  hour  of  ufHiction!  I  salute 
e,  Cain,  the  first  of  human  beings,  that 
h  pain  has  been  born  of  woman!  I  salute 
e,  the  first  of  mankind,  that  entered  into 
I  to  leave  it  by  death !  O  God !  look  down 
h  compassion  from  heaven  on  thy  feeble 
atnre ;   shed   thy  influence  benign  on  the 
irning  of  his  life.     How  delightful  will  it 

to  me,  to  instruct  his. youthful  mind  in  the 
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wonders  of  thy  grace!    Each  morning  and 
each  evening  shall  bis  infant  lips  sound  forth 
thy  praise.    Yes,  mother  of  men !  thus  shall 
thy  offspring  flourish  around  thee.     Solitary, 
like  thee,  stood  yon  myrtle,  till  her  lovely 
cjiildren  sprang  up  around  the  maternal  steat. 
Oft  as  spring  renewed  her  beauties,  a  fineall 
progeny  smiled  around   her  early  oflfspring, 
and   now  a   fragrant  grove  encompasses. the 
parent  tree.    Thus,  my  beloved,  (doth  not  the 
pleasing  prospect  mitigate  the  pangs  f)  thQs 
wrll  our  children  multiply  around  this   hill. 
We  shall  then  survey  from  this   eminence 
their  peaceful  habitations   spread   over    the 
plains.     If  death  doth  not  snatch  us  too  early 
from  their  midst,  we  shall  see  them,  like  the 
industrious  bees,  afford  each  other  mutual  as- 
sistance in  procuring  the  necessaries,  the  con- 
veniencies,  and  the  comforts  of  life*     Often 
shall  we  descend  from  this  hill  to  visit  our 
children's   children  in  their  habitations,  and 
under  their  fruitful  shades,  to  relate  to  them, 
the  wonders  of  the  Lord,  to  encourage  theai 
in  the^practice  of  virtue  and  piety,  to  particsi- 
pate  in  their  joys,  and  to  console  ihetfi  under 
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;tk)ti8.  Thieti  shall  we/ from  our  htA/:be- 
a  thousand  ahikrs  jBinoke  draund ;  tke'  as^ 
i&g  iQceiise  shall  iefnvelope  us 'in  'sucred 
ib;  and  through  them  shall  onr  prayers 
for  the  whole  hotaan  race.  And  on  the 
An  day  of  recolaciliationy  when  the  fire  of 
en  descends  on  the  first  sacred  altar,  then 
they  all  assemble  on  the  hill ;  in  thefr 
t  we  will  offer  np  the  accustomed  saiiri* 
iiHiile  they  kneel  in  an  extended  chx^ie 
dd  os/  Thus  I  spoke,  while  my  heart 
ed  with  soft  emotion ;  and  with  tenfder 
lioh  I  kissed  thy  infant  cheek,  my  son! 
mother  then  received  thee  in  her  feebte 
';  «nd,  having  assisted  her  to  rise  from 
lowery  turf,  I  supported  her  to  our  hut. 
little  limbs  soon  acquired  strength  and 
'^ty;  joy  beamed  from  thine  ^yes,  and 
»  pfayed  upon  thy  checks.  Thou  wastal- 
IT  able  to  sport  with  tender  feet  among 
Botrers;  thy  little  lips  already  began  to 
&y  iniant  thoughts,  when  Eve  brought 
I  Mehala,  thy  spouse.  With  joy  th6a 
:edst  around  the  little  stranger,  kissedst  her, 
ridvWfedst  her  with  rieWA-blowm  fl<yiirei*Si  Eve 
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tbeqp(br6i!^ht  fonb'tiii^e,  Ab^  apd  lastly 'tip 
Thirza^ bis  MldVi^.'  OI  what  transsport  fiUfl 
o«r  hearts,  wlieii  we  *  beheld  yow, .  youfhfii 
tports  and  irinoceqt  pdeasures ;  when  we  wm 
your  teiddeir  mindSi'dsBay  their  oafoldiag  pon 
era>  and  gradciallyarrive  at  maturity.  Thti 
with  ailxious  eare,  we  watched  aver  yoa^  i 
guard  your  passions  and  inclinations  froi 
every  pernicious  influence^  that  like  the  teodc 
shoots  in  spring,  they  might  flourish,  an 
jointly  diffuse  around,  the  fragrant  incence,  c 
virtue.  For,  while  as  infants  ye  yet  sporte 
at  my  kness,  I  perceived  that  the  mind  c 
man,  brought  forth  in  sin,  like  the  eart 
cursed  by  the  Almighty,  required  cultivatioi 
and  that  the  utmost  vigilance  and  care  wei 
necessary  to  train  it  in  the  paths  of  virtu< 
And  now  ye  are  grown  up  from  tender  shrub 
to  fruitful  trees :  blessed  be  the  Lord  for  hi 
innumerable  mercies  to  us  all !  May  tende 
love  and  pure  virtue  ever  dwell  in  your  hearfc 
and  the  blessing  and  favor  of  heaven  will  c6n 
tinually  rest  on  your  habitations !" 

Adam  was  silent.    As  when  a  gentle  youtl 
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WMnAsn  ui  the  grey  twilight  of  moroing,  fa^j^ 
'die  ndeef  kis  bdoved,  siid  Jit  tens  to  the  aoag 
«f  Ae  nightiogaley  whote  teader  strains  ekme 
letemipciBg    the   unifersal   silence,    aooofd 
vith  their  feelings  and  draw  tears  from  their 
eyes:  long  after  the  warbler  has  oeeaed  her 
■dodions  notes,  the  enraptured  pair  conCiiiiie 
to  listen ;  so  they  remained  for  a  considerable 
time  listening  in  mute  attention  aronnd  the 
huband  and  the  father.     Every  part  of  his 
aarrativehad  excited  their  sympathy ;  some- 
tines  the  tears  bedewed  their  pallid  cheeks ; 
St  others  they  glowed  with  gaiety  and  smiles. 
They  then  expressed   their  gratitude  to   the 
bther  of  men;  and  Cain  likewise  returned 
•  tiianks;  but  he,  unmoved,  had  neither  wept 
Qw  smiled* 
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They  now.  left  the  bower.  Abel  tenderly 
embraced  his  brother,  and  each  pair  pursued 
their  moon-light  way.  to  their  respective  ha- 
bitatiotis.  '^  What  pleasure  fills  my  sonl !'' 
exclaimedcAbely  embracing  his  beloved;  ^'  my 
brother,  my  dear  brother,  is  no  longer  estran- 
ged from  me — he  will  love  me!  With  what 
delight  I  beheld  the  tears  which  to  day  be- 
dewed his  cheeks !  No,  not  so  grateful  are  the 
dews  of  the  spring  to  the  flowers,  as  those 
tears  were  to  me.  The  storm  which  raged  withi- 
in  his  bosom  is  calmed  ;.  tranquility  and  joy  are 
restored  to  us.  Thou  who,  with  infinite  ber 
nignrty,  watchedst  over  the  first  of  men,  while 
they  were  the  solitary  inhabitants  of  the  spa- 

mu%  earth,  O  chase,  from  his  bosom  every 
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tumultuous  passion^  that  they  may  never  re- 
sume their  empire  in  his  soul!" 

I 

Thirza  embraced  him;  soft  rapture  beamed 
from  her  countenance;  ^^  The  gentle  rain/' 
said  she,  '^  is  not  so  refreshing  to  the  parched 
fields,  nor  was  the  return  of  spring  after  the 
first  melancholy  winter  so  delightful  to  the 
lonely  inhabitants  of  the  earthy  as  were  to  me 
the  tears  of  our  brother's  returning  love !  0 
blissful  hour!  Youth  and  gaiety  again  virpB 
our  parents'  brows ;  every  bosom  is  filled  witji 
delight  and  joy.  O  blessed  moment !  NatucB 
seems  to  glow  with  more  than  usual  beietuty^ 
and  thy  beams,  thou  silent  moon,  are  to  me 
more  soft  and  soothing  !*'  Thus  did  she  pour 
forth  the  effusions  of  her  joy. 

In  the  mean  time  Cain,  accompanied  by 
his  Mehala,  proceeded  towards  his  hut.  She 
gazed  on  him  with  tenderness,  pressed  his  hand 
to  her  lips,  and  said :  ''  What  gloom,  my 
beloved,  overspreads  thy  brow?  Cannot  the 
tranquillity  restored  to  thy  bosom  impart  tc* 
reoity  to  thine  eyes,  aad  cheerfulaess  to  tby 


TOR  DEATH  OF  ABEL. 7? 

CoQienatioo  of  Qtdn  and  Mefaabu 


couQteoaQce?  It  is  true  thy  firmer  mind  has 
Qver  been  mor^  reserve^  in  the  expression  of 
thy  pleasures  which  thy  heart  enjoys  in  silence. 
Baty  what  joy  played  on  every  cheek,  what 
raptare  bean^ed  from  every  eye,  when  thou, 
my  lieloved,  with  fraternal  afiTection,  em« 
braoedst  thy  brother,  when  the  Almighty  bl^s- 
9ed  thee  from  his  eternal  throne,  aqd  hover- 
ing aoigels  shed  tears  of  transport  around  us ! 
^oftff  ipe,  my  beloved,  by  the  tender  affection 
(hit  glows  within  my  breast,  by  the  soft  rap- 
tufe  that  overflows  my  heart,  suffer  me  to  press 
&ee  to  my  bosom !''  *  She  said  and  pv^Ssed 
bim  with  fervor  to  her  throbbing  breast. 

Cain  returned  her  embrace,  and  said :  ^'  I 
am  offended — yes,  I  am  disple^tsed  at  your  ex- 
cessive joy.     Does  it  not  seem  to  say  to  me  : 
.     '  Cain   is  amended ;  hitherto  he  has   been  a 

f     "^"^ — 

'Tbe  j)oet  co(|1d  not  more  jm preset veiy  or  more  strongly 
h^ve described  the  ru^^d  and  uiibefidiii«^  disposition  of  Cain 
tUn  by  tUe  concluding  words  of  Mehala's  address.  Before 
»bt!  begins  to  gpeak,  she  only  ventures  to  press  his  hsaiA  to 
^rli|)s;  and  at  length,  in  the  most  pathetic  manner,  im- 
pforei  permissioa  to  embrace  him,— a  favor  which  w«  may 
Wii)R4]ly  coaclude  b^  often  been  denied  her,        T^. 

■     B  4. 
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wicked' maw,  he  hated*  his- brother P  Ridieo^ 
l6iii^!-  ^kirft  tie^iiohcMed  that  I  w^»  vveibas; 
^Wi  l^teS  my  hrotb^r  beG^ose  Idkl  ^ 
tohtiriuktiy  pttr^oe  bim  whh  t^rs  and  ein- 
bi-nd^s  ?  Never^  no  ttever,  did  I  hate  ray  bifd- 
tK^  *,  hiki  that  softneto,  that  efiemiDacy,  witti 
whi^ch  h^' stole  fromr  me  sJl  your  hearts^  this'ii 
w^iis  that  filled  me  with  disgust!  Aad^  Mehaliil 
It  is  Ddt  without  cause  that  care  cicada  my 
i)Tbwi  How  great  was  our  father's  impitid^be 
in  relating  to  us  the  history  of  his  sbamefdl 
fall,  and  all  its  unhappy  consequences !  'Why 
should  we  know^  and  be  so  often  told,  that 
through  bis  and  Eve's  disabedience  we  have 
forfeited  Paradise;  that  through  their  crim6 
we  are  overwhelmed  with  misery?  Were  We 
ignorant  of  this,  we  should  more  putieixtly  en« 
dure  our  wretchedness,  unconscious  of  the  loss. 
we  have  sustained."  Mehala  repressed  the 
tears  with  which  grief  filled  her  eyes,  and 
looked  at  her  husband  to  discover  whether  she 
might  venture  to  reply.  "  O  my  beloved  !*^ 
said  she,  with  gentle  accents, ''  be  not  angry ; 
I  cannot  restrain  my  tears.  Forgive  me  if  I 
implore  thee  not  to  suifTer  the  scattered  clouds 
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of  melancholy  agaia  to  .gather  ovqr  tby  bqicti 
«od  not  to  c.oQvert  those.  tbiag9  which  should 
kid  thee  to  coDlemplate  the  in^nite  grace  ^nd 
meicy  of  the  Almighty  iato  sources  of  misery 
aod  wretchedness !  Reproach  not  our  affecr 
tijQpate  father  and  our  indulgent  mother  for  re- 
lating the  wonders  v/bich. God  has  performed 
for  l^llen  men,  in  order  to  inspire  our  souls 
irith  the  warmest  gratitude,  and  with  dej^ont 
resignation.  O,  reproach  them  not ! — them, 
yj^o^beboid  with  inexpressible  anguisb. every 
t^  of  sorrow,  who  are  deeply  afflicted  by 
every  gesture  in  us  that  bespeaks  pain  or  grief. 
Resist,  my  beloved,  O  resist  retnrning  discon- 
teot;  suffer  it  not  again  to  take  posssession  of 
thy  heart,  and  to  obscure  thy  days  and  ours 
with  melancholy  gloom  !"  She  was  silent,  and 
with  tearful  eyes  gazed  tenderly  on  him:  a 
imile  tempered  the  sternness  of  bis  counte-r 
pance.  **  I  will  resist  returning  discontent ; 
unbrace  me  my  beloved ;.  never  more  shall  i^ 
pbscure  your  days  and  mine  with  melanql^oly 
xloom!*'  He  said,  and  pressed  Mehal^in  bi^ 
embrace*.  ,.  ,, 

*We  have  hero  a  charming  picture  of  the  irresistible  iu- 


-  -  ■        -  -  ■  -^  —^ 

c  'iiong'haiiAnauielech  (by  that  iiaBieiba  ww 
kiiowa  in  bell)  observed  the  conehict  of  Cain : 
^hxKigk  a  spirit  of  an  iaferior  class,  yet  ia  pnde 
and  ambition  he  was  eqnal  to  Satan.  Oftcft 
forsaking  his  despised  associates  he  withdaew 
into  solitudes,  where  streams  of  solpfaor  cicpt 
tinrovgh  the  parched  land,  between  vast  smok*> 
log  rocksy  whose  black  sammits  were  shrouded 
10  eternal  tempests.  The  tremendous  refieetion 
which  the  flames  that  blazed  beyond  the 
mountains  threw  upon  the  clouds  shed  »  dusky 
twilight  over  his  gloomy  path.  When  hell 
with  tomnltuotts  shouts  of  triamph  congrat»« 
tated  her  king,  when,  returning  from  the  new 
creation,  he  proudly  related  from  his  throne 
how  he  had  seduced  the  new-formed  pair,  and 
had  obKged  the  Lord  of  heaven  to  pronounce 
upon  them  the  decree  of  death;  the  black 
poison  of  envy  rankled  in  the  bosom  of  Ana- 
melech.    *  Shall  only  he,  and  those  who  arc 

■  ■  ■  ■  T 

fluence  of  a  virtuous  and  accomplished  woman  over  the 
roost  savage  disposition.  Cain  had  heard  unmoved  the  pa- 
thetic narrative  of  Adam  ;  he  had  beheld  unmoved  the 
transports  of  the  happy  family  on  his  reconciliation  with  his 
brother ;  but  bis  soul  was  not  proof  against  the  tears  auci 
tend<;r  remonstrances  of  Mehala.        T. 
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piondlj  seated  hhnind.'hit  ihroaepUkfidjhmpf 
and  applaastv  while  I  QDnoticed^  aD4'"€iiir 
fiNmded  amQBg.tfae  contemptible. ^laaltiliHte^ 
tB  ooQsigned  to  the  obscurity  of  hell  ^  .Siorr 
I  will  ^b  such  deeds  aa  shall  fill  hell  with  as- 
tomshment ;  Satan^  Uke  the. lowest. spirit^ shall 
pionaunoe  my  name  with  revereBce'!',Thiia  ha 
Ibought^aad  in  solitude  meditated  projectaibr 
desolating  the  earth,  for  spreading  misefy*  ^nd 
wretohedDess  among  the. human  race.    Theaie 
he  executed  with  such  success  that  even  hell  it- 
self heard  his  name  with  horror.  It  was  he  who, 
io  a  later  age,  excited  a  ruthless  king  to  des* 
troy  the  innocent  in£ants  of  Bethlehem ;:,  smil-i 
log  he  beheld  the  human  fiends,,  who.  dashed 
(hose  hapless  victims  againsb  the  walls. drip-*, 
piog  with  their  .bloody  or  phknged  the. reeking 
swords  into  their  bosoms,,  while  in  the  trem-. 
bliog  arms.  o£  their. shrieking  mothers.     Hei 
hovered,  ^xulting^  over  the  lofiy  pinnacles  q(. 
the  towj],  listening  to.  the  cries  of  the  dyjng. 
infants,. and;  the  lamentations  of  their  discvn- 
sobte-  mothers ;  with  infernal  joy  he  saw  the 
mutilated  limbs  of  the  little  mangled  victims' 
scattered  around,,  and  trampled  under  the  feet 
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tial  spirits  waUcing  nHiicist  these  shiKiai;  I 
QUist  eodfavoor  to  elude  their  obftervalmii^ 
test  they  xlefeat  all  my  designs,    Oo  yon  hiH 
I  perceive  the  family  of  siDners,  but  they  do 
not  appear  to  be  wretched ;  perhaps- their  mir 
sery  commences  with  death;-— mine  be«tbf 
task  to  hasten  its  arrival.    I  will  tempt  than 
to  such  deeds — for  it  appears  their  hearts  me 
open  to  every  seduction ;  and  if  Satan's  aim-* 
pleartii^oe  succeeded  in  corrupting  them>  white 
they  were  yet  perfect,  how  mnch  more  easily 
will  they  fail  now,  in  their  present  degraded 
state,  now  that  they  are  laden  with  the  mnie^ 
diction  of  their  God! — I  will  tempt  them,  to 
such  deeds,   that    their  heavenly  guardians 
shall  forsake  the  earth  with  horror,  and  that 
he  who  created    them  shall  annihilate  them 
with  his  thunders,  or  precipitate  them  iato.the 
abyss  of  hell;  then  from  the  black  shores  shall 
we  witness,  with  shouts  of  triumph  shall  we 
witness,  these  favorites  of  heaven,  struggling 
amid  the  flaming  billows !  In  yon  field  stands- 
one  of  them,  who  bears  on  his  brow.the  marks^ 
of  gloomy  discontent;  if  I  may  trust  tbe.feai 
tures  of  bis  countenance^  he  is  a  pcoper^  instrui^ 
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jssss=as    t  ■,     I  aaaagargate- 
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jttgtb  antvM^  on  the  fr&mer9\e6Aafcx$aiMy 
fte>  €£terior  orbi:  iiffordedi^rbMB  ^a  i>gkaaihi^ 
fight.    As  he,  who  meditatiDg  some  horrible 
ffitrder,  repairs  in  the  dead^f  ihtvftighff  {p  the 
uttropolisy  which    Ues^  before  hiw^iii^  ^'tte 
{lain  illomined  by  ten  tbocwand  liai0ps^''^«i- 
tinsly  advances,  anxious  to  avoid  tbe4igtSf^; 
lai'Aaaiiielech  with  eqtial  timidity  trtfv^t^ed 
tba  regioos  of  created  space.  Jiavi%dis^^ 
tefod'  the  earth,  he  hesitated  not  46bg^^to 
stek   the  abode  of  man;    his  piercftig  eye 
lOon  perceived  it,  and  he  alighted  in  a  shcidy 
diicket.    **  And  this,"  said  he,  ^'  h  the  eJarfh 
which  the  Almighty  has  cursed ;  at  a  distaiite 
1  behold  Paradise  guarded  by  flaming  i^woMld ; 
a  ddightful  spot,  resembling  the  celestial  re- 
gions; this  they  have  forfeited  forever!  But 
this  earth  is  not  a  hell-;   perhaps  by  abjett 
prayers  they  have  appeased  hia  anger ;  perhaps 
their  coarser  frames  are  subjected   to  'pains 
and  afflictions,  of  which  celestial  spirits  and 
ethereal  substances  are  not  susceptible^ .  for 
here  I    coold    be  happy,   but  for   the  t  hell 
which  I  carry  within  my  bosom.— I  see  cele^* 


•»     ». 


spiribg  'cbeeVfulness^  dnd  joy.  Cain  bad  alir^- 
dy  ieizea  fais  implements  of  husbandry/ alid 
was  going  to  his  field ;  Abel  had  tenderly  sa- 
loteci  hiih,  aiid  Was  about  to  conduct  his  flock 
to  the  dewy  mead,  and  Mehala  and  Tbirzaf 
were  preparing  to  go  to  the  garden  that  soir^' 
rounded  the  Jaltar^  when  Eve  with  sorrowful 
aspect  quitted  her  habitation.     With  anxious 

"...  ■.•■V 

solicitude   they  all  advanced   to  me^t  mkir 
weeping  mother,  and  to  inquire  thecabse'^' 
her  borrow.     Eve,  gazing  on  them  with  eydfc^ 
bedewed  with  tears,  in  broken  accents  replt^V 
"Alas  my  children  !  did  you  not  hear  dreadftrl 
gfoans  issue  from  our  dwelling?  Acute  paiidr- 
came  in  the  night  upon  your  father ;  he  bow 
struggled  with  the  agony  which  pierces  all  hi« 
bones,  he  strives  to  restrain  every  sigh  that  esr- 
cdpes   from   his  oppressed   bosom,  stifles  al! 
complaints,  and  endeavors  to  console  me.  Alast 
my  children,  dark  forebodings  distract  my  soiil, 
and  my  tortured  heart  refuses  all  consolation^. 
Often  when  he  lies  still  without  sighing,  he  ^p^l: 
pears  to  be  lost  in  serious  contemplation  ;*M€' 
then  moans  with  agony,  edld  d^Vtrs  stand:  updv^^ 
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hia.fqr^ead,  apd  the  tears  he  had  repressi^ 
borptiatoirentsfrooi  his.^yes.  Apprehensioas 
-i^he  most  terrible  apprehensions,  oppress  iny 
shuddering  soqi.  Support,  my  children,  your 
wretched  motherland  let  us  go  to  the  hvitT 
She  DOW  reclined  weeping  on  Mehala's  shoal-, 
der,  and^  accompanied  by  the  mournful  train 
of  her  children,  returned  to  her  habitation. 

Tbey.  stood  sorrowfully  around  the  bed  of 
tli^.  fother ;  he  now  lay  more  tranquil,  and 
bis.  countenance  and  gestures  evinced,  that 
auudjit  the  excruciating  sufferings  he  endured^ 
his  soi^l  was  still  master  of  itself.  He  gazed 
00  the  mourners  with  a  tender  smile,  and  said: 
"  Sfy  belove^  children,  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
hath  afflicted  me  with  pain  and  anguish^, 
which  prey  upon  my  vitals.  Blessed  be  bis 
name,  whose  wisdom  governs  all  things.  \( 
be  has  ordained  these  pains  to  dissolve  the 
binds  that  unite  my  soul  to  this  body,  and  it 
be  his  will  that  this  mortal  frame  should  re- 
turn to  its  native  dust,  with  devout  resigna- 
tiop  I  will  wait  the  awful  hour,  and  even  in 
<9JF^¥pi^ing  moments  I  will  praise  him,  the 
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Lord  of  life  and  death.  My.  8oal>  d^li^r 
from  the  body  oppressed  by  th&  CjPf«lo 
curse,  will  tbeo  be  a^ble  to  pif^se  bim  ia  mf 
elevated  straios,,  Yes^  41nighty  Being !  wi 
such  encouragiDg  hopes  thou  iaspirest  i 
soul  of  a  mortal!  It  13  just  that  I  should 
the  first  to,  give  back  oiy  dust  to  it^  par^ 
earth ;  but,  O  God !  be  thou  my  supporl^  I 
cheqriQg  hopes  enliven  ray  soul;  forsake^ 
forsake  me  not  in  the  awful  hour  of  my  diofl 
lution,  when  the  last  tremor  thrills  my  frano^ 

Afflict  me  not,  Eve,  and  you  my  beioVM  ch 
dren,  with  your  excessive  grief.  O  how  , 
stand  overwhelmed  with  deep,  with  silent  sc 
row !  Ah !  distress  me  not,  I  beseech  yc 
with  the  sight  of  your  anguish.  Perba 
these  pains  are  but  the  forerunners  of  tl 
gradual  approach  of  death,  whose  arrival  mi 
be  deferred  to  a  distant  hour;  perhaps  tl 
Lord  will  remove  the  pains  with  which  I  a 
now  afBicted.  But  prepare  your  souls,  tb 
they  may  not  sink  bepeath  the  weigbi  .' 
grief,  if  he  should  be  pleased  to  cull  my  spii 
from  its  dust,  if  he  should  summon  me  awi 
from  this  earth  and  separate  me  from,  yoo 
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The  Ather  of  men  paused,  tears  bedewed  bis 
cheeks,  as  with  silent  eoiotioQ  be  gazed  oa  his 
Isnily  *.  His  eyes  were  fixed  suooessively  oa 
each ;  but  loDgest  and  most  sorrowfully  ou 
Eve.  He  then  continaed :  '^  It  is  true,  the 
sight  of  the  death  of  the  first  sinner  wiU  be 
awliil  and  horrible.. May  He  support  you^  who 
in  our  wretchedness  never  forsook  us^  apd 
wbo,  iQ  that  trying  hour,  will  not  forsake  me. 
N#w  leave  me,  my  diildren,  go  and  pray  fpr 
«ej  P^?^P*  a  soff  ^Injib^!:  niay  refresh  mv 
weary  limbs.^* 

The  father  of  men  was  silent,  and  his  weep-« 
iag  children  stooped  to  kiss  his  feeble  hand. 
"  Yes,  father,"  said  they,  "  we  will  go  and  of- 
fer up  our  ardent  supplications  for  thee ;  may 


*  Every  reader  of  sensihiUty  must  agree  that  tliis  affecting^ 
fouse  of  Adam  apeaks  with  more  impressive  eloquence  to 
^  heart  than  the  strongest  language.  In  many  parts  of 
"^  pathetic  scene  described  in  this  book  the  author  doubt^ 
****  had  a  surer  guide  than  imagination.  He  copied  fron^ 
••toj  ami  many  of  the  fenttm<nts  he  here  introduce* 
Were  probably  those  which  a  similar  occasion  suggested  to 
«iBiK]i  aod  his  family.  The  same  subject  is  known  to  hava 
'oTOiiherf  Wm  wHb  the  idea  of  oi<e  of  hit  idyls,    T, 
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softest  slambers  recruit  thy  exhausted  strength^ 
and  O!  may; our  prayers  be  accepted;  aod 
1>efore'  tBoa  ^faialt  awake,  may  the  Lord  remove 
the  pain^  by  which  thou  art  afflicted/' 


M     -     '^ 


,.  Sjappressirig  their  sighs,  they  went  from  his 
b^,  and  left  the  cottage ;  Eve  only  remained. 
*y\  will  now  endeavour  to  slumber,"  said 
,Ad^ ;  **  O  weep  not,  thou  dear  object  of  my 
iove!  or  my  renewed  affliction  will  chase  re-^ 
pose  far  from  me/'  He  now  covered  htsi«uci< 
with  the  skins  which  composed  his  conch, 
anxious  to  conceal  from  his  wife  the  anguish 
which  overwhelmed  his  tortured  soul.  "  Is 
this,"  thought  he, "  is  this  the  awful  hour  f  Y^, 
it  must  be;  and  with  what  horrors  it  is  accooii- 
.  pauied !  O  God !  O  God !  Forsake  not  an  ex- 
piring sinner.  But  terrible  as  thou  art,  how 
sweet  will  be  the  consolation,  wert  thou  even 
clothed  in  still  greater  terrors,  if  my  de^ih 
could  exempt  my  offspring  from  the  punish- 
meat  of  my  crime.  But  no ;  on  all  that  are 
.  bori^  of  woman  thou  wilt  pour  forth  ^|^ 
.hqprprsi^jhis^  ai^ff uj  fi^Ppna »  for  what  but  a  r^ 
of  mortal  sinners  can  issue  from  my  loioa  I 
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All  wlio  receive  life  from  me  shall  die;  stxall^ 
like  me,  be  torn  from  the  objects'  of.  their 
fondest  affectioQ,  from  those  who  impart  to 
life  its  noblest  pleasares.  O  Eve,  my  l)e- 
bved!  how  wilt  thou  soon  weep  over  my 
soiseless  dast!  O  awful,  O  tremendous  idea! 
Will  not  my  inanimate  relics  tremble,  when 
ibrlpm  orphans  deplore  the  loss  of  tender  pa- 
rents: when  helpless  parents  weep  over  an 
only  son,  the  support  of  their  old  age;  when 
the  brother  mourns  his  sister,  when  the  fond 
wife  laments  the  husband  of  her  affection, 
or  the  bride  with  frantic  anguish  bewails  the 
;onth'  she  loved.  O  curse  me  not,  my  chii- 
jrenj  cnrse  not  my  mouldering  dust!  It  is 
jdst  that  the  hour  of  death  should  be  armed 
iv^'th  terrors ;  it  is  just  that  we  should  feel  the 
wliole  weight  of  the  Divine  malediction  in  our 
expiring  moments — those  moments  which  re- 
^ibove  tis  £rom  this  life  of  sin,  for  it  is  death 
Aat  delivers  us  from  the  curse,  and  conveys 
'6ur  'spirits  into  the  regions  of  bliss4  O  curse 
'hot  then  my  mouldering  dust,  my  children ! 
Vo,  this  life  id  not  life;  it  is  but  a  restless 


iieafn,  a  foretaste  of  existence.  Disperse  then. 


-•Iff*. 
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ye  do^ida  whidi  darken  my  scml !  By  death  1 
shall  be  remoyed  into  life,  where  I  will  wait  t« 
teceive  them  with  the  fondness  of  a  fatfaiKr, 
who,  havii^  first  awaked  qo  a  beauteotit 
moroing  of  spring,  enjoys  the  cheering  rays  of 
the  morning  sun,  till  the  objects  of  his  affes* 
fioti.  rise  from  their  slumbers,  aod  rush  into 
his  embraces."  Such  were  the  meditations  of 
Adam,  tiU.a  soft  slumber  stole  upon  him,  aad 
brought  with  it  tranquillity  and  ease. 

* 

In  the  mean  time.  Ere  sat  in  an  agony  ^f 
grief  by  his  side;  she  wept,  and  in  a  low 
voice,  lest  she  should  disturb  the  slumbecer's 
lepose,  thus  gaye  vent  to  her  anguish  :  *^  Q 
what  misery  do  I  experience !  On  me,  on  me 
pour  forth  a  double  portion  of  affliction,  O 
curse,  thou  consequence  of  sin !  All  the 
pangs,  all  the  wretchedness,  you  endiure>.  ye 
much  loved  objects,  I  brought  upon  you  tl 
was  I  who  first  sinned.  If  thou  diest — O  how 
I  tremble!  What  horror  chills  my  blood--*- 
can  the  last  expiring  pang  be  more  terriUei 
O  Adam,  if  I  who  involved  thee  in  misery  am 
doomed  to  behold  thee  expire,  in  ihy  kai 
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iMgaaaaeari    ■    . 
Eve's  IdttwiMlttoo.  : 


igcmiei  cast  not  on  me  a  gknce  of  scorn  tod 

odlgnatioD;  and  curse  me  not,  O'tny  chil-' 

Ireir,  curse  not  your  wretched  mother !  It  is 

me,  no  reproaches  have  yet  escaped  yoar 

ipa;  bat  is  not  erery  sigh  that  heaves  your 

osomsy  every  tear  that  bedews  your  cheeks, 

catling  reproach?  Listen,  O  Almighty  Be^ 

igj  listen  to  my  earnest  supplications;  re- 

love  the  pains  that  afflict  him ;  or,  if  they 

re    the  foreronncrs    of  death,  if — horrible 

lea!  his  body  is  to  return  to  its  native  dust,  in 

tercy  separate  me  not  from  him ;  let  me  die 

7  Ids  side ;  let   my  soul  first  depart,  that  I 

lynot  witness  his  agonies;  it  was  I  who 

\t  transgressed  !*'  Eve  was  silent,  and  wept 

Utter  anguish  by  the  couch  of  the  slum* 

m  repaired  to  his  fields ;  the  tears  were 

'  firom  his  cheeks.    **  I  could  not  refrain 

weeping,*'  said  he  on  the  way,  ^*  as  I 

by  the  couch  of  my  father :  his  sighs 

s  words  pierced  my  very  soul.     But* — I 

le  will  dot  die.     O  God !  preserve  the 

my  beloved  parent!  I  was  anable  to 
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IdrJiear  weepiog.^  but  I  could  not  melt  tosipoh 
«fiSB9lBtULte  teoderaess  as  my  brother.  Will 
thejr*  BtUl  say  that  my  disposition  is  rugged 
and  unbending  i  Will  they  imagine  that  I  love 

.  aif^  father  less  than  Abel,  because  I  did  not 
Mob  like  him  ?  I  love  my  father, — ^love  him  as 

,  tenderly  as  he;  but  I  cannot  command  my 
tears  to  flow." 

\  Abeli  oppressed  with  sorrow,  wandered  in  - 
the  meads ;  tears  still  streamed  from  hiis  eyes.  "^ 
Casting  himself  on  the  earth,  he  concealed  hi^  * 
face  against  the  turf,  whose  flowers  he  bedewed  ' 
with  his  tears,  and  addressed  this  prayer  to  * 
the  Almighty : 

^*  O  thou,  who  with  infinite  wisdom  and 
goodness,  presidest  over  the  destiny  of  mor- 
tals, accept  the  humble  tribute  of  my  praise! 
I  venture  to  supplicate  thee  in  our  distresi^ 
for  thou  hast  permitted  the  sinner  to  reliefe 
his  heart  by  pouring  forth  his  sorrows  la 
thee.  Can  it  be  expected  that  thou  shouUil 
reverse  the  decrees  of  thy  wisdom  in  compB*- 
ance  with  the  intreaties  of  a  miserable  wnnllF 


'^ulitte<f  ]gciod  are  thy  di^penwliom^  0£#f4 ! 

^  1  only  pray  for  Btrength  and  #e>rtiiud6  fe^'te- 

Jhiit  OUT  afflictiob.  Bat,'  if  H  seeebetb  |;Q»d  to 

thy  wisdom^  restore  to  us— <-0!  restbre  10*^0 

^afflicted  wife  her  husband ;  to  her  who  weefps 

diKontolate   by '  his  side,  restore  hi n,  '#ho 

'shared  with  her  joy  and  sorrow,  and  in  whom 

her  life  is  bound  up.     Restore  to  his  mourn- 

iog  children  their  beloved  parent,  and  defer 

tfi  a  distant  period  the  hour  of  his  death.    At 

iifj  coaimandy   O   Lord !   pain  and  anguish 

jbM   be  reiuoved ;    the  effusions  of  devout 

jpipture  and  heartfelt  gratitude  shall  ascend  to 

thee  from  the  habitations  of  mortals.     Suffer 

him  who  gave  us  life  to  remain  longer  among 

IS;  permit  him  still  to  declare  to  us  thy  infi- 

ute  mercies,  to  instruct  his  children's  chii- 

veu  to  Ji&p  thy  praise!  But,  if  thy  wisdom- 

ive  decreed  that   he  shall  die — O   pardon 

1^  if  my  tongue  faulters  and  my  soul  shud- 

Y  at   the  painful   thought — if  my   father^ 

—support  him  in  the  painful  hour  of  dis- 

iion!  forgive  our  tears,  our  anguish,  and 

mtalioDs  ;  impiart  strength* and  comfort  to 

ifflicted  bosoms.     Forsake  us  not  in  qui 
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An  Angel  presenU-Flowcri  and  Herbs  to  Abel 

cl}$tre99,  preserve  us  frooa  siDking  under  tk(8: 
w.eigfal^  of  calamity,  so  that  even  ia  our  miserj. 
we  iMjf  praise  the  dispensations  of  thy  wis-^: 
d^«n.?'  .  .;f 


■  I 


vThus  prayed  Abel:  bowed  in  the  dee^ieit!; 
humility,  he  still  remained  prostrate  on.  t)ie'^ 
earth,  when  he  heard  a  rustling  noise,  and 
balmy  odours  perfumed  the  air.  He  raised  his 
head  from  the  ground,  and  a  guardian  aqg«l||-. 
beaming  with  celestial  beauty,  stood  b^fbrja* 
him.  A  garland  of  roses  entwined  his  bron^x 
his  smile  was  lovely  as  the  dawn  of  the  4ipr^Qg|i 
morning.  '' Friend  T^  said  he  in  gentle  ac-f^ 
cents,  *'  the  Lord  hath  graciously  listenedj^q^ 
thy  prayer.  He  hath  commanded  me  to  aa^ 
sume  a  material  form,  and  to  convey  to  ypiH:. 
comfort  and  relief  in  your  affliction.  The  eter«>. 
nal  wisdom,  which  incessantly  watches  QVC^^n 
the  welfare  of  every  created  being,  whose  q^mdj 
is  equally  extended  to  the  creeping,  worm  iHi4ii 
to  the  empyreal  seraph,  has  in  mercy  cpm^Ai 
manded  the  eartli  to  produce  from  its  bo^c^rf 
remedies  for  the  relief  of  its  in^.bitant9||:« 
whose  bodies  are  now  subject  tp  paifBUi^  jn^j.^ 


fflitiefl^,  (iM  ali  the  noxious  infiiieikies  which 
nature/ aid tetUe'caney  ekercfises  upofi  them. 
Reoeiv^^  my  tfitnd,  the^e  flowers' and  tierbsy 
ihcy  possess  healing  qualities.  Go,  boil  them 
io  pure  water  from  the  spring,  administer  the 
dlioght,  aad  restore  health  totby  #ufferiAg 
tehcr." 

The  angel  ga^  him  the  flowers-  and  herbs, 
aid-tlisappeared.  A bdl,  filled  with  antftterable  ' 
tiUiil(iort;  stood  motionless.  <'  O  God  !"  he 
cfiW,-'*what  am  I,  a  sinner  in  the  dust,  that 
thbii '  ihdaldst  thus  graciously  listen  to  my 
sdi^pltcation  !  Row  -can  a  mortal  thank  thee? 
Him*  can  he  sufficiently  extol  thy  infinite 
mcArcic^,  when  the  powers  of  the  celestial 
choirs  are  inadequate  to  record  thy  praise  ?-' 
i«y  gtive  =  wings  to  his  feet;  he  hastened  to  ' 
fail  hut ;  and,  with  eager  impatience,  prepared 
tte  healing  beverage.  He  flew  with  it  to  the 
I  haUtation  of  .his  father,  where  Eve  sat  -wecp- 
I  ing  beside  bis  couch,  while  Thirza  and  Me- 
hals  stood  overwhelmed  with  grief,  by  her 
side.  '  Tliey  beheld  ■  with  ast<)ni8hment  hU  • 
eager  haste,  the  joy  that  fsparkled  in  hi«  ^yes;' 
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Abel  adminltterin^  thelMalii)^  Draught  to  bis  Father. 


add  the  smile  which  played  on  his  cheeks. 
''My  dear  mother,  my  beloved  sisters!"  he 
exclaimed,  **  return  thanks  tq  the  Lord^  ctry^ 
thte  tears  of  sorrow  from  your  eyes;  the  Al- 
mghty  has  listened  to  dor  supplications,  and 
has  sent  us  relief.  An  angel  appeared  to  me  aa 
I  prayed  in  the  meadow,  and  gave  me  herbai  of 
healing  power.   '  Boil  them,'  said  he,  *  in  pure 
water,  administer  the  draught,  and   restore 
health  to  thy  suffering  father/    They  benrd 
him  with  rapturous  astonishment,  and  their 
lips   overflowed   with   gratitud<i    and    pi'aisfe. 
Adam,  having  taken   the  fragrant  draaght, 
raised  himself  on  his  couch,  and  with  feryen 
devotion  returned  thanks  to  the  Lord ;  the 
taking  his  son's  hand,  he  pressed  it  tem}^ 
to  his  lips,  bedewed  it  with  tears,  and  sa' 
''  Blessed  be  thou,  my  son,  by  whom  ^ 
Lord  has  sent  me  relief;  whose  pore  virtti< 
acceptable  to  him,  and  to  whose  prayen 
Touchsafes  to  listen.     Blessed  be  thou, 
son  !"   Eve  and  her  daughters  likiwi^ 
braced  him,  hy  ¥^hom  the  Almighty  had 
relief  and  comfort.  i : 


i  I  a '.    ^    .      I »  I    .r  ^  ^  J.  «.'■ 
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Caia'f-  viflii  to  biv  Ftthei'a  Cottars. 

Wbile  this  scene  was  pas^iog  in  Adam's  bar 
bitatioD>  Caiti  returned  from  the  field.    '<  An- 
jL'k>as  apprehensions   torment   me/'  said  be, 
I  will  go  to  my  father's  dwelling ;  periiaps 
9my  asftistence  may  be  wanted  :  perhaps,  alas ! 
•heinay  Expire,  and  I  shall  not  receive  a  part- 
Mg    blessing  from  his  lips."    He  therefone 
-hasteifed  from  the  field,  and  beheld  with  asto* 
-Btsiaitiient  the  general  transports  and  the  en- 
'^€iU'inents  bestowed  on  bis  brother,  on  whom 
iie'heiard  his  father  pronounce  his  blessing. 
Mehala    then    advanced   to   meet   him,   apd 
tiir^wing  herself  into  his  arms,  related  how 
the  Xiord  had  sent  relief  by  the  hand  of  Abel. 
Cain  approached  his  father's  bed,  kissed  his 
zhand^    and    said :    **  I    salute    thee,   father ! 
(Praised  be  the  Lord  who  has  again  restored 
thee  to  us !  But  hast  thou  no  blessing  for  me, 
father?  Thou  hast  blessed  him  by  whom  the 
Lord  sent  relief;  bless  me  too,  thy  first-born, 
.ay  father?"    Adam  gazing  on  him  with  ten- 
derness, pressed  bis  son's  hand  in  his.     **  O 
:Q^ii>p  Ct\in !"  said  be,  "  blessed  be  thou,  my 
iirst-born !   May  the  grace  of  the  Lord,  des- 
cend upon   thee !    May  peace  ever  dwell   in 

P  3 
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G8ln*f  rfioty  of  b|f  Brother. 
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;tby.lK>sio«9<and.uikli8turbed- tranquilbty  ia^i^by 

,.SDtiI !''    C0in  then  advanciDg  to!  his  broUi^r^ 

:  embraced  him,:  for  he  felt  that  be  could  not 

avoid  it;  as  every  one  else  had  embraced  him 

:?arith  transports  of  tenderness.    He  left  ifae 

^hut;,  and,  retiring  into  the  darksome  recfspcp' 

"of  the  grove  *y  he  paused  to.  give  venttotljie 

:glooiDy 'ideas  that  pervaded  l»s  soul.  /VTraOh 

vjltillity; undisturbed  tranquillity!"  heirepfi^t- 

>ed;  ^*  how  is  it  possible? — how  caq'  Lffff^gr 

tranquillity  f   Was  I  not  obliged  tampioVie 

'the  blessing  which  unasked  he  bestowed  Mi 

my  brother  f  It  is  true,  I  am  the  &rsU*bo£m^ 

glorious  privilege  \  unfortunate  wretoh^.tbtf  il 

am  !   I  have  the  first  right,  to  misery  and»  can^ 

tempt.     By  the  hands   of  my  brothefyt/die 

Lord  sent  relief;  he  is.  always  favoured,  with 

the  means  of  acquiring  a  superior  portion  of 

their  affection.     How  should  they  regard  me 

,whom;.the  Lord  hatb  disregarded^  and  -whom 

.  t      .  "I 

::  I  %Xhfi  port  w^ll' knew  that  tb^  mind  eagerly  scek$.,<hp»^ 

.^qsites  and  situations  tliat  ar^  coi)|^eulnlwitl]ithe  $epti)p?^ta. 

ana  passiuns  by  which  it  is  occupied.     Hence  th^  prcMm^cS' 

^Vl<m  b^tbitf  Igloomy  minid  of  Caih'^Jit  ftii  morociitv  f^'  ^ 
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Cmi'«  £b^  «f  kU  Brotfaef . 
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the  aogels  pass  by  unheeded !  Tbey  appear 
not  to  me,  they  pass  me  with  contexkipt ;  yes, 
wheo  I  spend  my  strength  in  the  labours  of 
the  field)  and  the  sweat  poors  from  my  sun- 
burnt brow,  they  pass  me  with  contempt,  to 
seek  him  whose  delicate  hands  are  employed  in 
playing  with  the  flowers,  or  who  idly  reclines 
by  the  side  of  his  flock ;  or,  from  excessive 
Uaderoess,  weeps  because  the  setting  sun 
^oges  the  clouds  with  crimson,  or  because 
ibe  dew  glitters  on  the  variegated  herbage. 
Woe  to  me,  that  I  should  be  the  first-horn:! 
^Ofi  me  alone  the  full  weight  of  the  maledic- 
tiim  appears  td  have  fallen.  For  him  all  nature 
Miles ;  I  alone  earn  my  bread  by  the  sweat 
4f  my  brow;  I  alone  am  miserable.*'  Wrapped 
in  these  gloomy  meditations  he  wandered  in 
the  grove- 

The  sun  was  setting  behind  the  blue  hills; 

)is  departing  rays  lingered  on  the   summits 

f  the  mountains,  and  tinged  the  clouds  with 

I6wing  crimson,  ^hen  Adam   said,   *^  The 

f(\  is  retiring  behind  the  hills  ;   I  will  go  out 

10  the  verdant  .iirbour.  before  our  hut,  and 

t'4 


'     A^mVUuuBlrBi^VTBg  fbr  bit  lUcovery. 

<t,n»<,,,/t    ,...    ;,.     I, , -■■■ 

ere  thfs  daj7  qloses  I  will  return  thanks  to  th^ 
Lord  who  has  relieved  my  afBictioD.*'  He 
ZTOfie  from  his  bed  ;  youthful  vigour  aniaiated 
hU  liinbs^  and  Eve  and  her  daughters  accom- 
panied him  into  the  bower  before  the  hut^ 
The  landscape  still  glowed  with  the  soft  tints 
of  sun-set|  atid  Adam,  kneeling  down,  coat 
tetnpluted  with  rapture  the  lovely  scenf?^ 
^>  Here,  Almighty  Being !"  said  he  with 
fervent  gratitude  and  devotion,  ^'  here^.^,1 
ag(iin  appear  before  thee,  to  praise  thy  un* 
speukable  goodness  !  Ye  pains  that  racked  my 
limbs,  and  like  fire  consumed  my  vitals,  whi^ 
the  r  are  ye  fled  P  But  amidst  the  vio|)enceof 
ni}'  anguish,  my  soul  trusted  in  the  Lord  ;  he 
listened  to  our  supplications,  and  deigned  to. 
look  down  from  his  eternal  throne ;  the  paips 
ceased  to  rage,  and  health  and  vigour  returned. 
Death  shall  not  yet  seize  me  as  his  prey ;  I 
am  still  spared  to  praise  thee  in  this  mortal 
body,  to  experience  new  wonders  of  thy  in- 
expressible mercy,  which  thou  shewest  to 
fallen  men.  O!  I  will  praise  thee,  ihou/ Al- 
mighty Being'!  from  the  dawn  of  the  morn* 
iog,  till  the  rising  of  the  evening  star.    Wbil^ 

*  '  .■'pi 
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my  soal  inhabits  this  mortkl  body  I  will  send 
forth  praise  and  thanksgivings  and  when  my 
spirit  quits  this  abode  of  dust,  then,  O  God  of 
mercy !  then  shall  it  triumphantly  ascend  to 
thee,  and  live  and  behold  thy  glory  !  Ye  re- 
splendent angels,  look  down  on  the  dwelling 
of  sinners,  on  the  abode  of  death  !  This  earth, 
whose  mountains  trembled,  and  whose  charms 
Taaished  when  sinners  fell>  and  ye  turned 
your  faces  from  us,  is  still  the  theatre  of  the 
venders  of  his  infinite  mercy ;  look  down^ 
aod  with  sacred  awe  praise  it  in  more  worthy 
strains;  for  man,  alas!  can  only  weep  and 
stammer  forth  his  aniazement.  I  salute  tliee 
once  more,  thou  lovely  sun !  thy  morning 
beams  darting  from  behind  the  cedarS;  found 
me  struggling  with  anguish;  with  sighs  I 
greeted  the  rays  as  they  gradually  enlightened 
my  hut;  thy  evening  radiance  glows  behind 
the  mountains,  while  I  kneel  before  the  Lord 
who  hath  relieved  me,  and  who  before  Ihou 
hast  retired  has  restored  me  to  health.  I  sd- 
lute  you,  ye  lofty  mountains,  ye  Ivlls  scattered 
over  the  plain,  I  salute  you  f  my  eyes/shall 
agaiti  behold  you  gilded  with  the  iiitld  t^v^ 
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''(if  "ifi^  riiWnWgaftd' evening  sun.  I  "ludote 
^a/''y£  tdnd^ul  Ki/d^ !  yotir  song  ^halt  agaim 
lehglit  tiiiae  ear,  and  awiake  me  earl j  to  prane 
^y '  Creator.  Ye  limpid  streams!  I  sabiie 
^4Jlt[l'^Wj|;i(in~  shall  my  Umbs  repose  oo  yo«r 
^^oirety  bi4ks  ;  agaio  shalf  your  soft  raoritiinr 
iodUie  itae^to  refresliing  slum^bers.  Ye  giio%^ 
fk  bowers  !  again  shall  I  wander  beneath  yt/ttf 
shades  when  I  resign  my  soul  to  seridtis^'Miife 
tary  contemplation  ;  then  shall  lagainenjio^ 
your  grateitil  coolness.  O  natore,  beaUieoUs 
niiture,  once  more  I  salute  thee!  Praise  mud 
thanksgivings  be  unto  the  Lord  who  had  re- 
moved my  painS;  and  has  preserved  inelhuii 
sinking  into  th^  dust  P* 


•  .  v< .'. 


The  father  of  men  thus  poared  forth  the 
effusions  of  hts  gratitude  to  the  Lord ;  all 'na- 
ture iri  solefbn  silence  seemed  to  halfow-  bis 

*  -       '        .  — 

prater,  Jirid  ev^ry  object  appeared  to  we4eOme 
fiis  return  to  life  and  healihv  The  sun  poured 
his  departing  bebtdis  thrcrng'h  the'  foli^^i^f 
the  arbour,  arid  ' sunk '  bfehirid  tfee  -m^jit^niykiif 
yo'uthful  zepl?yVs  Wafted  ^iirountf^hiih' t^ie'liaaJ- 
brosiaJ  perfumes  of  thW^flowers,  and  the  bird^ 
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AMI  pi0foMt  J»  MfttOtCtcr^SiQ^.. 


waited  tb^ii  melodious  strains  and  bppp^ 
aiooiig  the  brapche^*  ^.  Gaia  t^nd:  Abel  oqwj^e^- 
tered  the  arbour,  and  with  deligbt  .jbeb^l^ 
diett. father  restored  to  health.  Ari^iq^  fiifUiUL 
fnjer,  he  embraced  his  wife  and  chil4r^n» 
:irhite  his  eyes  overflowed  with  tears  ^.ofJoj> 
a9A\be  returned  to  his  hut.  ''  My  jbrother.'^ 
fHiA  Abel^  addressing,  himself  tq  Caip,^'' bow 
iJML  v^t  express  our  gratitude  tQ  the.  XxycA^ 
wlut^h^a  heacd.  our  supplications,  and  has  re* 
'fltOJErd'jtfl'.  09  our  beloved  father?  J,  \^ill  go  to 
m^.  iiHfO^rj  and  now,  while  the  moon  ^ise$|  I 
WiUjSiK^rifice  the  youngest  lamb  of  my  flock 
to  the  Lord.  Wilt  thou  also  go,  my  beloved 
brother,  to  thy  altar,  uod  sacrifice  to  the 
Lord?" 

C^ioj  casting  on  kiin  ai  side^lpng  glance^ 
tcplted  :  .^'  Yes,  I  will  go  to  my  altar  and;  sa- 
orito^lothe  Lord  wha^  my.  barf  en.  fields  af^- 
fwAj..:  f  My  dear    brother,**  rejoined.  Abd 

taiUlyi,  fl  the;  Lord  ho^detb*  little   the  .lam |^ 

I'll     \\t 

^)uile,(barps. before  h^m,  or  the  fruits  .of  the 


l«^  TH^  DBA^H  09 '  ABBiU 
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heart  of  him  who  offers  thein  but' glow  .wit 
aiacere  and  actdent  devotion  J 


99 


.  Caia,  answered;  ''  Fire  will  doubtless 
dasoend  from  heaven  to  consome  thy  o 
for  it  was  by  thee  that  the  Lord  sent  relief*  i 
oar  father;  but  me  he  deigned  not  to  dotic 
I  will  however  go  and  sacrifice.  My  boso 
glows  with  lively  gratitude,  and  our  falb 
who  has  been  restored  to  our  -jirayers  i»^M 
dear  to  me  as  to  thee.  The  Lprd  deal  |r« 
me^  miserable  creature^  aecordiug  to  his  go< 
pleasure!'*        . 

Abel,  tenderly  iembracing  bis  brother,  t 
plied :  '*  Alas !  my  brother,  should  oir 
take  possession  of  thy  bosom  because  it  w 
by  me  that  the  Lord  lient  relief?  If  he  voue 
safed  to  make  me  the  instrument  of  his  beq 
fits,  was  it  not  in  answer  to  the  prayers  of<' 
^U  ?  O;  my  dear  brother?  subdue  this  gloon 
disposition ;  the  Lord  sees  the  inmost  recess 
of  the  hearty  and  hears  the  slightest  mnrmu 
^ye  me  with  tbe  same  unfeigned  affecti 


Ttte  DSATtt  df  <k§su.        m 


Sacrifices  ^<Mr  ntvA  Ah^l.' ' 


1  bear  to  tbiee.  Go  ofSer  yp  ttff  sftorffic^ ;  Wil 
O!  suffer  no  imporcf  prassioti  vi{6  mmg]^  if  FA 
thy  devotion ;  so  shall  the  Lord  gracionsiy 
iec^pt'thy  pfaise  And  thanks^Tingy  and  firbm 
Irii'  everlasting  throne  look  dowA  aifd-1)I^ 
ined; 


I  ■ 


'  CMn  Answered  him  not, -but  departed  tbiir9 

filtd^    VLh  brother  looked  aftter  him  With  x^ti^ 

^trn^  -and  'V^ehc  to  his  meadow ;    edch    ap- 

j^chetf  his  ftitiir.    Abel  slaughtered  the  fa^N 

CM  5f  his  youiig  IjKmbs,  laid  it  upon  the  iAfSLtf 

and  having  strewed  it  with  aromatiic  hefbis 

and   fragrant   flowers^  kindled   the   sacrifice. 

He  then  knelt  withaacred  devotiati  befor^xihe 

Utar^and  with^aipure  heart  poured  forth  tb^ 

tribfHe  of  hi6  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  Vhe 

Ldid.    The  flame  of  hib  siicrifice  ilsciehd^ 

riofc  amidst  the  darkness  of  the  night;  -  Thfe 

Lord  had  i!<AiimAftded  his -winds  to  ceasb/aml 

feotemn  stillness  to  reign  aroiltld ;  for  the  itk- 

orifice  was  ac^ceptabte  t6  him.  •  •      :  » 

"  Cattf  plitced  the  fruit  of  thfe  fieldon'  his  iHtHi^, 
set  fire  to  hi^  offerings  and  knelt  amidol  vVi^ 
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^om  -<^  aighci  A  forioos  blast,  bowled 
<IVro4igb  di^i'fiirieflt,  a  wfairiwind  dls^persed  t:he 
iadt!i4ice>  add  enveloped  tbe  affrighted  Caio  ib 
JBftMes^  add  soDioke.  He  retired  tretnbliirg  from 
tbif  mltar^  a  terrific  voicei  issuing  from  tbe 
£ll¥fal  darJntiessy  pronounced  these  wordsrt 
^>  Why  trem blest  thon^  and  why  is  horror  imir> 
j^rited-oii  thy  Qotintenance?  ilepent,  Skud*.l 
iritl  ftyfgiVe  thy  siu ;  if  thou  continues  in  ifajr 
#i^^Dess>  thy  crime  and  its  cha^isemeot 
i^teali  pdfsue  thee  for  ever.  Why  hatest  thou 
thy  brdtber  who  honours  and  loves  ihf^  wilb 
abfeigned  affection?"  ..: 


'  1 1 


-'The  voice  ceased.  Cain  retreated  txtm^ 
bling  from  the  altar,  and  hastened  through 
tii^  gloom  of  night,  pursued  by  the  stifitng 
9moke  which  the  tempestuous  wind  dispersed 
al^omtdi  He  shaddered,  and  a  cold  sWeat  be^ 
d^Wed  his  limbsi  Loofcing  op,  be  bebeldiat  ai 
dfsfa^ea  colmnn  of  flame  from  bis  brotbei^*« 
saerificey  rising  aloft  amidst  the  darlcii668« 
Fillefd  with  despair  be  turned  hfs  eyes  fyotif 
tb^  btiteji  obj«i;t,  while  hi^  ^^Iveiring  lips  ebr* 
0Mm^^  ^  ¥^^aider>  yondieH  4s '  the  sacrifice  ^ 
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thb,  fovourilie !  I  caoaot  endtim  Ibe  j»igbjy 
lAaoiber  look  would  kifidJ^^ll  belt  within.  i^Qr 
iwioniy  and  ,X  iboikki-r^iwitb  u^oibliog  }iipftn| 
ahoold— curse  biuii  O  ^eath !  Q  destruoUmH!^ 
wbere  shall  I  fiud  j^oiii-^CIoaie  and  pulj^  Wr 
niiiiation  to  my  misery!  O  fatjber,  f|i.tbi^ 
that 'fatal  crime!  Shall  I  presets  t  myself -be^ 
focethee^  with  haggard  despair  im^n^d^  99 
inJE  fiice,  shall  I  expose  to  thee  all  -my  .qht 
secy^t  that  thou  mayest  feel  the  full  weight,  gf 
jKHetcliedness  entailed  upon  tby  c^pripg? 
Mo.>  j^dure  thy  misery^  bqt  torture  v^pt  tJt^ 
father!  Seized  with  horror  he  wpi^d. expiry 
in  my  sight,  and  my  anguish  would  be  but 
aii^ineiHed.  Yes^  on  me  rests  the  angejPj  the 
fil|f;is^;|be:  contempt  of.  the  Lord  !  Of  all  creT 
ajliei)  h^iugs  that  inhabit  the  eaKtb  I  am^  tbe 
IpciBt  .wretched ;  the  beasts  of,  the  6eld^  tJiie 
vpruM /that;  crawl  on  th^earthi;  are  enviable  iQ 
^nompm^Oi^  M>  na^e,  O  God  of  mercy  !-rif  tho« 
wfeflijart  a  j^pst  Gpd  cair^st  be  piercifjul  tQ.m^ 
c^4^4P-.;poiir  out  thy  wra^  upon  me>.oT;,4^ 
^99  n»€i;!T-:Butr-7Vrr!9tch  that  I  am  l-rrh?^  h'^ 
n^t  sftid  4h^A  ill  rcjpent  .h.e  w  jU .  fprgi  y^  {  nw 
**  lj!jA*s.he,optrbidd)9R  pye  jtq,^qose  fi|«;%w.^-N 
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hess  or  misery,  everlasting  misery?  Yes,  I 
hiave  sinned  ;  and  my  multiplied  offences  rise 
in  judgment  a^idst'tAe^  and-demand  thy  ven- 
geance, O  God  of  justice  !•— How  just  is  Ihy 
di^pleasore !  The  farther  man  strays  froth  the 
paths  of  Tirtoe  and  innocence^  the  deeper  he 
involves  himsdf  in  Wretchedness;  and^ this  it 
is  that  mid^rs  me  sd  miserable.  O,  I  Will 
return,  from  iny  transgressions !  let  my  ^rimis 
%hlcb  now  accuse  me  be  blotted  out  fh>m^^ihy 
'isight !  Have  mercy  on  me,  O  God !  have  mer- 
cy oh  me ! — alleviate  toy  wretchedness^  or  «tr- 
irilulate  me  !** 


-V 
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Qtk^  di$turbed  by  Mehalas  Grief,  leaves  his  Hut  lejhte  ' 
iSiaiff^^hi-^He  lies  down  to  sleep  beneath  a  Rock-^"  "^ 
.€iM^  Dremn^^Jbel  discovers  him  asUep-^His  hn-^^ 
pinmxitiMi  on  awaking-^Expostulatibns  of  Abel^  ' 
Gmn  kiUs  his  Brother — His  Remorse  and  Horror 
— Exultation  of  Anamelech — An  Angel  is  sekt  by  ^ 
the  Almighty  to  conduct  the  Spirit  of  Abel  to  Hea- 
ven-^Conversation  of  the  Soul  with  tfie  Angel-^ 
Abets  Farewell  to  the  Earth — Song  of  the  Angels 
"^^Cain^s  Despair — His  Sentence — Adam  and  Ece 
discover  the  Corpse  of  Abel — Tlieir  Anguish  and 
Lamentations — An  Angel  appears  to  comfort  them 
^^Adam*s  Prayer. 
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BOOK  IV. 


JL  HE  dews  of  night  still  ascended^  the  birds 
slumbered  in  silence,  darkness  yet  rested  upon 
the  valley  and  pale  twilight  on  the  mountain*^ 
brow,  when  Cain,  overwhelmed  with  melaiv 
cholyy  left  his  hut.  M ehala,  unconscious  that 
he  overheard  her,  had  wept  over  him  in  the 
hoars  of  night,  and  with  uplifted  hands  had 
preferred  her  prayers  for  him  to  heaven.  He 
Jeft  his  hut;  his  voice  sounded  amidst  the  so« 
Ittary  silence  of  the  twilight  like  distant  thun- 
der. **  Hateful  night  !**  he  exclaimed,  '^  what 
gloomy  images  surround  me  !  What  accumu- 
lated horrors  !  Bui  my  imagination  was  lulled 
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to  repose,  frightful  dreams  ceased  to  torment 
me,  and  I  should  have  slumbered  in  peace, 
bad  I  not  been  disturbed  by  her  sobs  and  la- 
mentations. Ha!  must  I  then  only  awake  to 
n^isery !  Must  I  not  enjoy  a  single  hour  of 
tranquillity  !  Why  did  she  weep  f  For  me ;  and 
yet  she  is  still  ignorant  that  my  sacrifice  was 
rejected.  O  these  tears,  these  sighs,  these  lar 
mentations!  They  are  insupportable  to  me> 
they  have  deprived  me  of  repose  for  the  whole 
day.  Smiles  of  approbation  accompany,  even 
the  most  indifferent  action  of  my  brother,  while 
I  am  continually  pursued  by  melanchoiy  a«ld 
'reproach.  O  Mehala !  I  love  thee ;  I  lofc 
thee  as  myself;  O,  why  shouldst  ihon  ^fobitf 
Iter  the  few  hours  of  my  repose  ? 


if 


He  now  passed  beneath  a  bush  that  oyer* 
tiuiig  the  rock.  "Here,  O  here!"  be  e/Cr 
claimed,  ^V refuse  me  not  thine  aid,  thjr-  re* 
freshment,  gentle  sleep  \  How  wretclied  aoi  .1 ! 
Exhausted  I  sought  thee  iq  my  habiti|tip|i> 
ond  scarcely  hadst  thou  covered  me  with. ^^ 
fihadowy  pinions,  when  the  voicQ  of  lameiiV'^i. 
tbki  chased  tI]|«elji'o^  my  couch.  :  Iii?re,c))pr« 
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I  shal)  not  be  disturbed,  if  inanimate  nature 
have  not  conspired  against  my-  repose.  O 
earth!  which,  subjected  to  the  severity  of  the 
curse,  requirest  such  incessant  toils  to  support 
life,  or  rather  to  prolong  my  misery,  suiflTer 
toe  to  enjoy  a  few  happy  moments  of  repese- 
fFom  ray  labours.*'  He  said,  and  threw  himself 
upon  the  dewy  turf.  Sleep  soon  shrouded, 
him  in  its  sable  mantle. 

Anamelech  had  accompanied  his  lonely 
steps,  and  now  stood  beside  him.  ^'  Deep- 
sitep^"  -said  he,  *'  has  sealed  his  eyes ;  I  will . 
r<lcline  by  his  side,  and  will  present  to  his 
imagination  such  dreams  as  shall  promote  my 
purpose.  Aid  me  then,  imagination,  with  all 
thy  influence;  collect  every  image  that  can 
contribute  to  work  up  consuming  envy>  stormy 
rage,  and  every  passion  that  tortures  his  soul, 
te*  tbe  highest  pitch  of  distraction !"  Thus 
s^ke  the  fiend,  and  reclined  by  his  side.  At 
iMii'^moment' a  furious  blast  shook  the  forest, 
U^wled'thn^ugh  the  thicket,  and  agitated  the 
loifti^ that  shaded  the  btow  and  chtekli'6f 
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in  Tstin  did  his  locks  play  abouC  his  liro^ir  and 
his  cbedc^;  sleep  had  too  closely  sealed  hiir' 
eya.  •■■■■'-' 

He  beheld  in  a  dream  a  vast  plain,  ov«r ' 

which  w^e  scattered  lonely  huts,  the  abod«' 

of  poverty  and  simplicity.   This  field  was  ctiU'' 

tiVated  by  his  children  and  his  grand-chrldreti;" 

regardless   of  the   scorching  noon-tide  raj^/' 

which  descended  on  their  embrowned  sboul-^'' 

ders,  with  laborious  industry  they  collected- 

the  scanty  produce,  or  prepared  the  ruggjed'-^'  ■ 

soil  for  fresh  seed ;  or  with   bleeding  handis  ' 

pulled  up  the  briars  and  thistles  which  over^rdil'' 

their  fruits,  and  stole  from  them  the  nourishing^ 

juices;  while  their  wives  were  engaged  iii  the 

oiures  of  their  wretched  habitations,  and  pre--' 

pared  the  frugal  repast.     Eliel,  his  eldest  son,  ' 

'     I  ^ 

now  appeared  before  the  slumberer;  with  tot*  ' 
terilig  step  he  bore  a  heavy  burthen  from  tnl^ 
field.  He  threw  it  from  his  shoulder,  and  ir^  "' 
clih^  exhausted  against  it.  **  How  wretched  " 
is  this  life  !'*  exclaimed  he,  with  a  deiep  slgfc," 
"  how  full  of  toil  and  hardship!  How  heavliy- ' 
ffdTs  th«r  curie  on  the  offspring  of  Cai'bft  itas"'- 


Ti|^,jp;p;itTH:p«^^         H^ 
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wtio.  created    the  earth,  ^iooe  Jbe  r^pr^^ 
^10^  bis  maledipiioiiy  ^^haoished :  U^eu^;  ea- 
Ij  from  his  sight ;  or  shall  the  curse  op* 
iS  only  the  children  of  the  first-born  ?  In 
ider   smiling  plains,  inhabited  by  ihe  oflf- 
.Dg  of  Abel,  who   have  driven  jja^  £rom  . 
n,  imd  assigned  us  the  deserts  for  oucpPT'*  , 
14. yonder,  where,  in  effeminate  indolence,, 
^.recline  beneath  voluptuous  sbade^  na- 
>;.fippears  to  have  exclusively  shoyi;ej:ed  heir... 
tflings;  every  comfort  of  life,  every  plean, 
ij,. is   bestowed  on   the  happy  favourites;.. 
^pprtion  is  poverty  and  toil."     Eliel,  again 
pg    the   burthen    on   his   shoulder,   with 
^fQg   Steps    proceeded   to  his  hut.    The  ; 
aberer  now  beheld  a  flowery  plain  :  limpid 
lamsin  wanton  windings  meandered  through . 
durk  shades. of  over-arching  bushes;  nqi^ 
1^  murmured  before  verdant   bowers,  and 
r,.  between  long  rows  of  trees,  reflecting, . 
jbei^  placid  currents  the  yariega{te4  «pIeo* 
ii;8  of  blossoms  and  of  fruits.     Sometimfis 
^,, collected   into  tr^nqui.l  lakes;,  here  the 
j|ii)|;^^phyr6  sported  in  the  waving  citroa 
Wt  ftOjl.  there,  the  ^g-tri^s.  ,aff9xde4  the 
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flowers  a  grate}*ul  shade.  Nor  Tempe,  nor 
Cnidus,  possessed  such  beauties  —  Cnidus, 
where  on  glistening  columns  rose  the  temple 
of  Venusy  the  abode  of  the  fabled  goddess 
and  her  voluptuous  train.  Snow-white  flocks 
wandered  in  luxuriant  pastures^  and  cropped 
the  fragrant  herbage,  while  the  enamoared 
swain,  crowned  with  garlands,  poured  fortb 
his  sweetest  strains  for  his  beloved  fair  one>  ^ 
half-reclined  in  the  luxurious  shade.  There^ 
beneath  a  high-arched  bower  assembled 
youths  and  maids,  beauteous  as  the  Love^ 
and  Graces.  The  grateful  beverage  foamed 
in  ample  bowls,  and  golden  fruits  glowed 
among  the  flowers  that  coveiied  the  tables; 
while  the  music  of  lovely  voices,  and  the 
soothing  harmony  of  instruments,  filled  th< 
air.  A  youth  arose  in  the  midst  of  the  spor-* 
tive  assembly :  "  My  friends,"  said  he,  "  f 
'palate  you.  Listen  to  my  counsel.  It  is  tnie 
that  nature  smiles  upon  us,  that  she  has  col- 
lected all  her  beauties  around  our  dwellings;' 
but  yet  they  require  care  and  cultivation,  a 
labour  that  is  too  fatiguing  for  us,  whose  litetf 
are  devoted  to  softer  and  more  pleasing  em- 
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pbym^is.  To  the  hand  accuatomed  to  touch 
ooljr  the  soft  strings  of  the  harp  the  cnltare 
of  the  fields  is  painful;  to  the  head  w^ch 
fonnerly  reclined  in  the  shade,  while  it*  deli- 
cate locks  were  entwined  with  roses,  it  is 
paittfnl  to  be  exposed  to  the  scorching  sun. 
I  will  communicate  to  you,  my  friends,  ka 
UcB,  with  which  doubtless  some  guardi^  an- 
gd  haa  inspired  me.  Let  us,  amidst  the  ob- 
scurity of  night,  repair  to  yonder  fields,  where 
dwell  the  sons  of  labour;  and  when  weary 
irith  the  toils  of  the  day,  they  have  retired  to 
iHjI^.let  us  surprise  them  in  their  huts,  bind 
and  lead  them  away  captives  to  our  habita« 
tioiis ;  the  men  shall  perform  for  us  the  labours 
^fi^he  field,  and  their  wives  and  daughters 
Aali,  ay  fair  country-women,  be  the  servants 
of-fQur  pleasures.  But  this  plan  must  be  exe- 
rted im  the  night :  for  though  we  far  exceed 
diem  in  number,  yet  it  is  better  to  avoid  a: 
dopbtful  and  dangerous  contest/'  Thus  spoke 
tha  ypnth,  and  the  joyous  crowd  shouiqd  their 
ipprobatioR.  Night  had  now  enveloped  the 
ttuth  JA  darkness;  shrieks  of  horror  and 
WKtch^A^Sy  mingled  with  shguts  of  triumphj 
b3  e 
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Cain's  Dream. 


issued  from  the  huts.  The  night  glowed  with 
the  flames  which  ascended  from  the  humblecot- 
tage,  and  tinged  the  distant  waves  that  broke 
around  the  reddened  shore.  By  their  light 
the  slumberer  beheld  his  sons^  with  their  wives 
and  children^  bound  and  driven  like  a  flock  of 
sheep  before  the  offspring  of  Abel. 

Such  was  the  dream  of  Cain,  *  who  trera** 


*  We  have  hitherto  seen  in  Cain,  a  man  whose  ^loony 
imas^ination  represented  every  thing  in  an  u?ifavourable 
point  of  view,  tormentied  it  is  true  by  envy  and  discontent, 
but  not  thoroughly  depraved  and  destitute  of  virtuous  mb- 
timents.  He  did  not  yet  hate  Abel.  Yielding,  in  spite  •( 
the  remonstrances  of  his  relatives  and  the  warnings  of  M 
supernatural  power,  to  the  baneful  influence  of  his  passiofis^ 
he  is  gradually  led  to  the  commission  of  his  unnatural  crime* 
Nothing  could  have  been  more  happily  imagined  than  the 
circumstances  described  i^  this  book,  and  we  here  find  the 
powerfhl  sentiment  of  natural  afiection,  perverted  by  the 
bewildered  imagination  of  the  wretched  Cain,  into  a  OH»tiv9 
of  hatred  of  his  brother.  Can  any  thing  lie  conceived  bet-> 
ter  calculated  to  inflame  his  passions  to  the  highest-pitch  •! 
fury  tha^  the  scene  presented  to  his  mind  in  his  dream  $ 
and  is  it  any  wonder  that,  intbje  first  impulse -of  his  rage« 
he  should  wreak  his  vengeance  on  him  whom  he  regarded 
as  the  cause,  not  only  of  his  own  wretchedness,  but  of  tba^ 
-nris«ry  which  was  reserved  for  his  uoboni  offspring.?  T. 
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Abel  diftcovers  his  Brother  asleep. 
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bled  in  his   sleep;   when  Abel,  having  disr 
covered  him  beneath  the  bush  that  overhqng 
the  rock,  approached.    With  eyes  foil  of  af- 
fection he  gazed  on  him,  and  whispered  in 
softest  accents,  ^^  Soon  mayest  thou   awake, 
my  brother,  that  I  may  pour  forth  the  tender 
sentiments  of  my  heart  towards  thee;  that  I 
may  embrace  thee.     But,  let  me  suppress  mj 
wishes;   ye   zephyrs   that   sport  among   the 
bnshes,  be  still;  ye  melodious  warblers   be 
silent,  nor  chase  from  him  refreshing  repose, 
when  his  weary,  limbs  perhaps  still  need  its 
inflaence!   But—- how  pale,  how  agitated  he 
appears ! — Rage   is   imprinted  on  his  brow. 
Wherefore  do  you  disturb  him,  ye  visions  of 
horror?   Retire  and  suffer  his  soul  to  enjoy 
repose.   Come  ye  pleasing  images  of  domestic 
delights  and  tender  endearments,  of  all  that  is 
excellent  in  the  moral,  and  lovely  in  the  natu- 
raly  world,  come,  and  fill  his  imagination  with 
gaiety  and  delight ;  come  like  the  mild  vernal 
morn^  that  joy  may  smile  upon  his  brow,  and 
that  when  be  awakes  his  lips  may  overflow 
with  gratitude  and  thanksgiving/'    He  said, 
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Cain  enraged  with  his  Dream. 

and  with  eyes  of  anxious  tenderness  gazed  oQ 
his  brother. 

As  a  shaggy  lion^  couching  at  the  foot  of  i 
rock  (whom  the  terrified  wanderer  with  trem- 
bling step  takes  a  wide  circuit  to  avoid)^  if  the 
swift  arrow  in  its  rapid  iligfat  suddenly  pierce 
his  side,  springs  up -with  dreadful  roar  to  seek 
bis  enemy,  and  destroys  the  innocent  child 
playing  with  the^flQwers  in  the  grass — eo'Cain 
started  from  his /slumber,  foaming  with  rage, 
which  like  a  bla(5k  cloud  lowered  on  hisbrow. 
He  stamped  upon  the  ground :  '^*  'Open,  0 
earth  f"  he  exclaimed,  "  and  hide  me:   bury 
me  in  thy  deepest  abyss !  I  am  wretched,  and 
O — maddening    prospect!    my   children    are 
doomed  ^to  misery!   But  no;  thou  wilt  not 
open  ;  Ip  vain  I  call  upon  thee.;  the  Almighty 
Avenger  will  not  permit  thee;  he  lias  decreed 
that  misery  should  be  my  portion;  and,  to 
aggravate  my  wretchedness,  he  withdraws  the 
veil  and  discloses  the  infernal  horrors  of  futo* 
rity.     Cursed,  cursed  be  the  hour  when  my 
mother  first  brought  forth  with  pains!  Cursed 
be  the  place  where  the  pains  of  childbirth 
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came  upoa  her !  May  all  that  grows  upon  it 
perish!  may  he  who  attempts  to  cultivate  it 
lose  his  seed  and  his  labour !  and  may  Iiorrpr 
seize  those  who  pass  over  the  spot !'' 

Thus  raved  the  wretched  Cain^  when  his 
brother,  pale  as  death,  approached  with  falter- 
ing steps.  "  My  brother !"  he  exclaimed ; 
**  but  ho : — Some  rebellious  spirit,  hurled  from 
heaven  by  the  thunders  of  the  Almighty,  has. 
assumed  his  form,  and  utters  these  blasphe- 
mies!— Where  is  my  brother?  O  where  art 
thou,  my  brother  ? — I  fly  to  bless  thee  1" 

"  Here  a^  I  !'\thundered  Cain,  "  here,  thou 
smiling  whining  favourite  of  the  Avenger  and 
of  all  nature;  thou  whose  viperous  race  will 
once  exclusively  possess  all  the  blessings  of 
this  world  !  Yes,  it  rhust  be  so»  It  is  fit  that 
a  tribe  of  slaves  should  be  born  to  attend  on 
the  favourites — beasts  of  burthen  to  labour  for 
them,  that  the  enjoyment  of  their  pleasures 
may  not  be  interrupted  by  the  thought  of 
toil. — Ha! — Hell,  with  all  its  torments,  rages 
in  my  bosom  1" 
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*'  Cain,  my  brother !"  said  Abel,  while  as- 
tonishment, anxiety,  and  tenderness,  were  im- 
printed on  his  countenance,  "  what  hateful 
dream  has  deluded  thee"?  I  came  with  the 
early  dawn  to  seek  thee,  to  embrace  thee,  to 
Wess  thee,  with  the  approaching  day.  But — 
O  what  stormy  passions  rage  within  thy 
breast — ^how  unkindly  thou  receivest  my  ten- 
der love!  When,  Oh  when  shall  we  see  those 
blessed  days;  those  days  of  delight,  when 
peace  shall  reign  among  us,  when  unintiST- 
tnpted  love  shall  fill  the  soul  with  sweet  trdti- 
quillityadd  every  smiling  pleasure;  those  days^^ 
for  which  our  anxious  father  and  our  fond 
toother  looked  forward  with  such  solicitude  ? 
O  Cain !  Cain !  how  dost  thou  destroy  the 
sweet  hope  we  cherished,  when  I  wept  with 
transport  in  thy  embrace !  If  I  have  offended 
thee,  my  brother — unconsciously  offended 
thee — by  all  that  is  sacred  I  entreat  thee,  dis- 
pel the  tempest  that  rages  in  thy  soul,  forgive 
me,  and  permit  me  to  embrace  thee  !'*  He  said, 
and  approached  to  clasp  his  brother  in  his 
arms,  but  Cain  started  back.  *'  Ha !  ser- 
pent !"   he  exclaimed,  "  vvouldst  thou  twin^ 


THE  DEATH  OF  ABEL/  1^ 


Cain  kills  Abel. 


thyself  about  me  i**  Rage  nerved  his  arm,  and 
swioguig  a  ponderous  club,  it  swept  through 
the  air,  and  descended  on  the  head  of  Abel. 
The  hapless  victim  sunk  at  his  feet;  with  a 
look  of  forgiveness  he  fixed  on  him  his  dying 
eye,  and  eixpired.  '  Hit  blood  distained  his 
goldea  locks^  and  flowed  at  the  feet  of  the 
murderer* 

c 

'    Cain- stood  pallid  and  motionless  with  hor^ 
Tor :    Ja  cold   sweat   bedewed    his   trembling 
limbs ;  he  beheld  the  last  convulsive  motion  of 
hia  expiring  brother,  and  the  reeking  blood 
that  gushed  from  the  wound.    ^'  Accursed 
t&w  P'  he  exclaimed.   "  Brother  F— awake  1 — 
awake,  my  brother !  How  pale  is  his  face ;  how  ^ 
fixed  his  eyes ;  how  the  blood^  streams  from 
bis  head ! — Wretch  that  I  am !  Oh,  what  horror 
seizes   me ! — What  infernal  torture  :'*  Thus 
raving,   he   furiously   hurled    from    him   the 
blood-stained  club,  and  with  his  clenched  fist 
struck  his  forehead.    With  faltering  steps  he 
approached  the  corpse,  and  endeavoured  to 
raise  it  from  the  ground.    "  Abel  \  my  bro- 
ther!— awake!  Ha! — ^how  his  bleeding  head 
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Exultation  of  Anamelech. 
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droops  ; — how  helpless  ! — Dead  !  Oh,  horror, 
he  is  dead !  I  will  flee  J  Support  me,  trembling 
Yittihs  !"  He  sard,  and  rushed  into  the  neigh- 
bouring thicket. 

Elate,  the  seducer  stood  near  the  bleeding 
victim  ;  his  bosom  swelled  with  pride^  and  his 
form  dilated  with  joy;  high  and  horrible  his 
towered,  like  the  black  column  of  smoke  as- 
cending from  the  blazing  ruins  of  the  solitary 
hut,  whose  inhabitants  quietly  pursued  their 
rustic  toil,  while  the  flames  consumed  their 
domestic  conveniences^  their  little  all. — Thus 
stood  Anamelech ;  he  gazed  first' on  the  mur- 
derer with  a  hellish  smile,  and  then  on  the 
corpse.  *'  Welcome,*'  he  exclaimed, "  Oh,  wel- 
come, pleasing  sight ;  I  behold,  for  the  first 
time,  the  earth  moistened  with  human  blood  ! 
The  murmuring  current  of  the  sacred  springs 
of  heaven,  before  the  Thunderer  hurled  us 
from  the  abodes  of  bliss,  never  afforded  me 
half  such  pleasurie;  the  melodious  harps  of 
the  arch-angels  never  sounded  so  soothing  as 
the  last  sighs  of  this  expiring  youth.  Thou 
glorious    inhabitant    of    the    new    creation. 
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thoQ  last,  thou  noblest  effort  of  the  Maker's 
haady  what  a  pitiful   figure  art  thou  now! 
Rise^  sweet  youth;  rise,  (hou  friend  of  angels! 
Be  not  so  slow  in^  the  performance  of  thy  sla- 
wh  duties  of  prostration  and  prayer!  But  he 
moves  not;.his-own  brother  has  extended  hint 
in  the  dust^     It  is  by  such  deeds  that  I  will 
raise  myself  from  obscurity;,  by  deeds  which 
Satan  himself  shalLenvy — I  wiU  now.  hie  me 
to  the  throne  of  hell 4,  what  rapture  shall  I  feel 
when  its-  vaulted^  roofs  re-echo  with  my  fame ! 
I  shall  move  ia  triumph  among  the  crowds  of 
vulgar  spirits^  whom  no-  such  enterprjze  has 
tnnobled !"   He  returned  to  look,  once  more 
with  scornful  triumph.on  the  slain;  but  the 
hateful  features  of  despair  checked  the  rising 
smile  of  scorn,  and  the  pride  that  sat  on  his 
brow.    The  Almighty  commanded  the  horrcgis 
of  hell  to  3eize  him,  and  hie  was  overwhelme4 
with  a  sea  of  torture.     He  cursed  the  hour  gf 
his  creation ;  he  cursed  eternity  replete  with 
torments^  and  fled. 

The  last   sighs  of  the  dying   ascended   to 
tht  throne  of  the  Almighty,  and.  demanded 
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vengeance  of  eternal  justice.  A  peal  of  thun*^' 
der  issued  from  the  sanctuary.  The  golden 
harps  were  silent^  and  the  eternal  hallelujahs 
were  suspended.  Thrice  the  thunder  echoed 
through  the  lofty  vault  of  heaven ;  it  eeased/ 
and  the  voice  of  the  Most  High,  issuing  from' 
the  silvery  cloud  which  envelopes  the  throne, 
summoned  one  of  the  arch-angels.  He  ad^ 
vanced,  veiling  his  face  with  his  resplendent 
wings.  "  Death,**  said  the  Almighty,  "  hath 
seized  his  first  victim  from  among  mankind, 
and  I  entrust  thee  with  the  sacred  charge  of 
assembling  aH  the  souls  of  the  righteous.  •  I 
itiy self  cheered  the  soul  of  Abel  as  he  expired^ 
Henceforward  shall  thou  attend  the  last  mo*i 
ments  of  the  just;  when  the  damps  of  death 
bedew  his  brow,  when  his  voice  falters,  and 
the  last  convulsive  pang  seizes  his  frame,  theft 
give  his  ^oul  the  assurance  of  everlasting  feli- 
city ;  that  with  eyes  full  of  transport  he  may 
once  more  look  round  him  and  die.  Descend 
now  to  the  dwelling  of  mortals,  to  m^t  the 
spirit  of  the  brother  murdered  by  his  brother; 
and  thou,  Michael,  attend  him,  and  pronounce 
'  *<?ains'fr  the  fratricidig  -the  sentence  due  to  his 


THE  DEATH  OF  ABEL.  ISl 


Descent  Qf  tke  Ai^l  of  Dealh. 


'crimef"  The  Almighty  was  silent,  aad  again 
•the  thunder  thrice  echoed  through  heaven's 
Tsst  concnve.  The  arch-angels  pursued  their 
course  through  the  silent  ranbrs  of  celestial, 
spirits;  Md,  having  passed  the  portals  of  hea- 
ven, t^ey  descended  through  the  boundless 
space,  among  innumerable  suns  and  orbs/ to 
the  earth. 

The  angel  of  death  now  summoned  the  soul 
af  Abel  from  its  ensanguined  dwelliag.   With 

a  celestial  smile  he  "i^  obeyed;,  the  purest  and 

- 

*  I  expect'  to  be-  ciehsured  by  many  for  applying  the 
rehtive  pronoon  he  to  the  soul  of  Abel ;  such  persons,  how- 
ever, I  can  assure,  that  this  is-  not  the  result  of  a  desire  of 
singularity.  Till  some  general  standard  be  adopted  for 
ragulating  the  English,  language,  a  writer :must  in  nume- 
RK»  instances  be  guided  entirely  by  his  own  judgment ;  and 
tbe  present  appears4o  me  to  be  a  case  in  point.  In  different 
authors  we  find  the  human  soul  distinguished  by  the  diffe- 
rent relatives,  she  and  t^,  though,  in  all  the  foreign  lan- 
{oages  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  the  soul  is  of  the  femi- 
ttiiie  gender.  Every  on6  will  iidmit  that  it  would  be  highly 
ridiculous  to  apply  the  masculine  relative  to  the.^oulof  a^ 
woman ;  to  reverse  the  case  appetyps  to  me  to  be  just  as 
preposterous.  The  neuter,  which  we  employ  almost  exclu- 
sively for  inanimate  objects,  seems  equally  improper.  Would 
it  not  be  most  natural  to  apply  to  souls  individually  the 
leiuler  of  the  bodies  they  inhabited  ?    T. 
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Conversation  between  the  An^el  of  Death. 


•Biost  essential  parts  of  the  body  flew  off,  and 
mingling  with  the  balmy  odours  wafted  bj 
gentle  zephyrs  from  the  flowers,  which  sprang 
up  in  the  radiant  circle  encompassing  the  an- 
gel, they  enveloped  the  soul,  forming  an  ethcS- 
real  body.  With  rapture,  unknown  belbi^,  the 
spirit  gazed  on  the  celestial  messenger. 

With  heavenly  benignity  the  angel  ap- 
proached and  said,  "  Welcome  from  thy 
covering  of  dust  f  embrace  me.  I  rejoice  thai 
I  am  the  first  to  welcome  thee  to  bliss;  mi- 
riads  of  spirits  wait  thy  coming.  Welcome, 
thou  righteous  soul !  Eternal  joy,  inexpres- 
sible felicity  in  the  presence  of  God,  shall  be 
the  recompence  of  thy  virtue.  O  welcome 
to  my  embrace,  the  first  who  hath  e:^- 
changed  this  frail  covering  of  dust  for  im- 
mortal bliss  ?" 

*'  I  embrace  thee,  celestial  friend!  I  embrace 
thee !"  said  the  spul,  and  paused,  overpowered 
by  the  sense  of  his  felicity.  *'  O  what  unut- 
terable ecstasy  !  When,  enveloped  in  my  habi- 
tation of  dust,  I  was  wont  to  contemplate,  dur- 
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and  the  Soul  of  Abel.. 

ing  the  solitude  and  stilloess  of  midnight,  £ 
felt  the  presence  of  my  God  and  the  cUarms 
of  virtae,  and  wept  with  transport — what  was 
this  but  the  faint  dawn  of  bliss  I  now  earperi- 
eoce!  Oh!  I  am  now  more  deeply  sensible  of 
the  pleasures  of  virtue;  I  feel  more  power* 
folly  the  inexpressible  sensation  of  the  Divine 
{OKSfiOce !  What  thoughts  arise  within  me ! 
lovely  as  spring,  bright  ^nd  resplendent  as  the 
Bon !  Celesti{il  friend  !  I  embrace  thee !  Eter- 
nal bliss  is  mine ;  I  shall  incessantly  praise 
him  who  rewards  with  unspeakable  bliss  the 
efforts  of  his  creature  to  lead  a  life  of  purity 
and  virtue." 

Thus  the  spirits  conversed,  and  dissolved  in 
the  reciprocal  embrace.  "  Follow  me,  my 
friend,"  said  the  angel ;  "  follow  my  flight,  and 
quit  the  earth.  The  dearest  objects  thou  hast 
left  behind,  those  mortals  who  are  virtuous, 
will  follow  thee;  ere  many  years  pass  over 
their  heads  they  will  follow  thee  to  the  regions 
of  bliss.  Now  hasten  to  receive  the  congra-. 
tolaiions  of  the  blessed  spirits  who  await  thee ; 
^  joia  the  songs  of  eternal  thanksgiving  aud 
praise," 
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*'  I  follow  thee,  celestial  friends,"  replied 
the  soul.  '^  Oh,  what  rapture,  What  bliss !  Fare- 
well, my  beloved  kindred,  wliom  I  leave  be* 
hind  on  the  earth !  When  the  tei-m,  allotted  fo 
your  lives  is  completed,  when  the  hour  of 
death  arrives,  and  thou,  my  friend,  descendest 
to  meet  their  departing  souls,  I  will  approach 
the  throne  of  the  Eternal,  and  implore  his  per- 
mission to  accompany  thy  flight,  that  with, 
rapturous  emotion  I  may  behold  their  spirits 
exchanging  their  habitations  of  dust  for  eter^ 
nal  bliss !  Thee,  Thirza,  my  dearest,  thee  too 
shall  I  behold,  after  thou  hast  long  wept  ov6r 
my  mouldering  relics!  When  thou  hast  reared 
thy  lisping  infant  to  the  practice  of  virtues 
bright  as  thine,  I  shall  behold  thee  expire;, 
with  unutterable  delight,  1  shall  receive  thee 
on  quitting  thy  habitation  of  clay,  in  my  foodi 
embrace!" 

Thus  spoke  Abel,  as  accompanied  by  the 
angel  he  began  to  as9end  from  the  earth.  He 
turned,  to  breathe  his  departing  blessing  on 
the  spot  that  contained  the  objects  of  his 
a^ection,  when  his  eye  glanced  on  his  brother, 
oa  whose  countenance  were  \m^\\u\ed  horror 
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and  guilt.  .He  clasped  bis  hands  over  his 
iieadi  srbile  his  haggard  eyes  rolled  wildly 
aroand.  Then  clenching  his  fist  he  struck  his 
throbbing  breast,  and  throwing  himself,  in  an 
agony  of  despair,  on  the  earth,  he  rolled  ia 
the  dnst.  Tears  of  compassion  flowed  from 
AbeFs  eyes ;  he  toirned  from  the  horrid  scene, 
and  found  himself  surrounded  with  a  nume- 
foas* company  of  angels.  The  tutelar  spirits 
of  the  earth  attended  him  to  the  confines  of 
the  terrestrial  atmosphere.  There,- embracing 
with  fervour  the  heaven-bound  travellers, 
they  reposed  on  a  crimson  cloud,  and  accom- 
{mnied  their  flight  through  the  realms  of 
ether  with  a  parting  hymn.  The  lovely  tones 
of  the  lute  and  of  the  silver  strings  of  harps 
were  mingled  with  the  melody  of  their  celes- 
tial voices.  Thus,  in  the  responsive  strains, 
sang  the  tutelar  spirits  of  the  earth : 

"  ^'  He  ascends,  the  new  inhabitant  of  heaven 
ascends!  beauteous — beauteous  as  the  return-^ 
ing  spring  attended  with  joy  and  gladness, 
and  every  smiling  delight.  Hail  him,  ye  stars 
dispersed   through    the  iiiimitable  exp^^^Q\ 
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hail  your  sister-plaDet,  the  earth.  Qlows  it 
Dot  with  more  than  usual  beautv — the  earth, 
which,  though  labouring  utider  the  Creators, 
curse,  nourishes  ia  its  dust  beings  worthy  o£ 
heaven?  What  splendours  surround  it !  A> 
fresher  verdure  smiles  in  it^  plaint,  a. brighter; 
radiance  glows  upon  its  hills^ 

*^  He  ascends,  the  new  inhabitant  ofbeaveof 
ascends !  Myriads  of.  angels  await  his  arrival 
at  the  portals  o£  heaven;  impatieatly  wait  to» 
salute  the  first  spirit  that  ascends  from  the 
earth,  to  embrace  him  and  to  crown  him  wittv 
never-fading  roses.  Oh,^  how  great  will  be  hia 
rapture  when,  entering  the  regions  of  heaven,, 
he  joins,  in  the  aromatic  twilight  of  jever- ver- 
dant bowers,  in  the  praises  of  Him,  from 
whom  this  unspeakable  felicity  is  but  an  ema-? 
nation !     . 

"  We  celebrated,  with- songs  of  praise  we 

celebrated,  the  day  when   thy  youthful   soul 

descended  from   its  Creator,  to  animate   thy 

mortal  frame.   We  beheld  every  virttie  flourish 

ia.  thy  opening  mind,  like  lilies  iufthe  spring* 
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VSnseen  we  atteoded  all  thy  steps;  with  trans- 
ports we  watched  all  thy  actions,  marked  all 
thy  wishes,  witnessed  all  the  tears  which 
flowed  from  the  pure  source  of  virtue — ^And 
nowy  O'  fly  to  meet  him ;  crown  him  with 
celestial  roses;  now  that  he  is  released  from 
the  bondage  of  mortality. 

^  Yonder  lies  his  body,  yonder  it  lies  like  a 
drooping  flower!  Receive  back  his  dost,  O 
parent  earth !  let  each  returning  spring  deck 
with  fragrant  flowers  the  turf  that  covers  his 
lelics  * !  We  will  celebrate,  with  songs  of 
praise,  each  revolving  year;  we  will  celebrate 
the  day,  on  which  the  first  righteous  spirit 
tscended  to  the  abodes  of  bliss  T 

Thus  they  sung,  and  descended  on  the  radi- 
ant  cloud  to  the  earth. 

*  This  poetic  idea  Collins  has  clothed  in  the  lan^age  of 
poetry  in  the  following^  beautiful  lin^s  : 

When  spring  with  dewy  fingers  cold. 
Returns  to  deck  their  hallow'd  mould ; 
She  there  shall  dress  a  sweeter  sod 
Than  Fancy's  feet  have  ever  trod.    T. 
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Despair  of  Cain. 


Cain,  urged  by  despair,  wandered  in  the  re* 
cesses  of  the  neighbouring  thicket.  He  at- 
,  tempted  to  flee ;  but  in  vain  he  sought  to 
escape  from  the  horrors  that  overwhelmed 
him — like  a  traveller  around  whose  body  some 
renomous  serpent  has  firmly  coiled  itself  f4iv 
vain  he  flees ;  in  vain  the  wretch  straggles-  to 
disengage  himself  from  his  terrific  assailant; 
his  venomous  fhngs  alrteady  lacerate  his  bosom, 
tindtx)ilvey  the  fatal  poison  to  his  heart.^  ^*  Ob,. 
that  I  could  escape  from  the  sight  of  his  bleed* 
ing  corpse,"  e^^claimed  Cain,  ''  If  I  flee  his 
blood  pursues,  and  bathes  my  very  footsteps!. 
Whither — wretch  that  I  am  !-^0h,  whither  shall 
I  flee !  His  last  look ! — Oh,  what  have  I  done?" 
— O  execrable  deed  1  Thou  fiUest  my  soul  wirih 
the  torments  of  hell! — I  have  destroyed  the 
unborn  murderers  of  tny  children.  ♦-—What 
sounds,  like  the  signs  of  the  dying,  issue  from 
yon  bushes  ? — Away,  trembling  feet,  haste  far 


*  Cain  aUudes  to  his  dream  in  this  reflection,  from  which 
he  seems  inchned  to  derive,  if  possible,  some  satisfaction* 
Conscience,  however,  gives  him  no  respite,,  and  instantly 
chases  the  rising  sentiment  of  pleasure.   T. 


THE  DEATH  OF  ABEL.  ISD 


■*■       ■!   -■        .     I. 


The  Arch-angel  Michael  pronounces  his  Sentence. 

— ——i^—— ————»— -^—^—i——— ——^-  ■    1 1         »— p^— ^i^i^^-i— ^^1— 

away  from  the  pursuing  blood  !  far  away  from 
tBe  awful  theatre  of  death  f  Carry  me — ye 
trembling  limbs,  sprinkled  with  a  brother's 
blood,  cariy  me — to  hell  V*  He  said,  and  was 

about  to  flee. 

'        ■  -  *      *     '. 

• 

A  black  and  gloomy  cloud  descended  before 
bim^  **  Cain,  where  is  thy  brother  ?"  exclaim- 
ed' an  awful  voice  from  the  darkness^ — ''  I 
know  not^  wtetch  that  I  am !  I  am  not  his 
k^per,"  repli^  Cain  with  faltering  accents^ 
illid  starting  back  pale  with  horror.  Thunder 
bimt  from  the  cloud ;  the  bushes  and  the  her- 
bage around  him  werewriBpped  in  a  blaze,  and 
the  arch-angel  stood  biefore  the  terrified  Cain. 
On  \m  brow  were  seated  the  awful  judgments 
tf  the  Lord;  his  right  arm  wielded  a  flaming 
ihnnder-bolt,  and  his  left  was  extended  over 
the  bending  trembling  sinner.  He  spoke,  and 
again  the  thunder  rolled :  "  Stop,  tremble, 
and  hear  thy  sentence.  Thus  saith  the  Lord : 
*What  hast  thou  done  ?  Thy  brother's  blood 
irieth  to  me  from  the  earth,  and  now  art  thou 
cursed  on  the  earth,  which  hath  drunk  the 
Wood  of  thy  brother  shed  by  thy  hand.    To 
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away  from  the  parsoinr  ^•.»:»:<    ^tr  iitra^  "ht^iL 

tbe  awful  theo.tre   ot    «a^     ^'-a^  int^v* 

trembling  Vitnbs,   spriijtjsri  T!n:L  l   iiroth^-. 

Wood,  carry  me — to  btC  ."  Hs  buil.  and  ^i^ 

about  to  ftee. 
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thee  it  shall  be  for  ever  barren ;  for  ever  shalt 
thou  wander  a  fugitive  and  a  vagabond  on  it& 
surface!'"  Convulsive  tremours  and  the  tor- 
ments of  hell  seized  the  appalled  sinner  ;^  his 
head  was  bowec^  towards  the  ground.  As  Btandflt 
the  impious  atheist,  when  the  Almighty  in 
judgment  commands  the  earth  to  tremble; 
when  the  domes  of  profaned  temples  are  le- 
velled, and  the  palaces  of  sinners  are  swallow* 
ed  by  the  yawning  abyss;  when,  amidst  the 
convulsion  of  nature,  his  ears  are  as^aile^  hy 
the  shrieks  of  the  dying,  and  he  is  enveloped 
in  the  black  clouds  and  flames  which  issue 
from « the  riven  earth;  thus  stood,  thus  shook 
the  fratricide.  He  attempted  to  speak,  but  hiii 
trembling  lips  refused  th^ir  office;  at  length 
in  faltering  accent,  and  without  venturing  to 
look  up,  he  stammered  i  **  My  crime  is  too 
great — too  great  ever  to  be  forgiven!  Thoa 
hast  cursed  me  on  this  earth ;  where,  Oh,  where 
can  I  hide  myself  from  thy  presence !  I  shall 
be  a  fugitive  and  a  vagabond  on  the  face  of 
the  earth.  Oh  that  the  first  who  meets  me  maj 
slay  me !" 


THE  DEATH  OF  ABEL!  I4l 

•-**«  ■  .1    ■  ■       ■■  ■  I  .1  .    I     ■  .  . 

Cain's  Rem/one. 

*'  Sevenfold  vengeance  shall  fall  upon  him 
vrho  ffaeds  thy  blood/'  said  the  Thunderer. 
^'  iooessant  anguish  and  gnawing  remorse 
shaii'be  imprinted  on  thy  brow,  so  that  every 
one  who  meets  thee  shall  say,  ^  That  is  Cain, 
the  ftatricide::'  and,  struck  with  horror,  shall 
qoU  the  path  pursued  by  thy  wandering  feet.*' 
The  angel  pronounced  )(his  sentence,  and  va- 
nished. Awful  thunders  issued  from  the  re- 
tiring cloud;  a  whirlwind  tore  up  the  bushes, 
and  howled  in  the  thicket,  as  howls  a  criminal 
coDdemned  to  «uiFer  in  the  most  excruciating 
torture. 

Cain  stood  a  long  time  motionless;  despair 

{|;Iared  in  his  eyes,  wild  winds  agitated  his 

erecled    hair.    At    length  casting  a  fearful 

glance  from  beneath  his  contracted  eye- brows, 

"Had  he  but  destroyed  me!*'  he  exclaimed, 

tvith  quivering  lips — '^  had  be  but  annihilated 

me,  that  no  traces  of  my  existence  might  be 

kft  in  the  creation !   Why  did  he  not  blast 

me  with   his  lightnings — ^^wfay   did   not    his 

ihonder-bolts  bury  me  in  the  depths  of  the 

"Ktfth?  But  no— die  preserves  me  for  everlast- 

^^  torments.  The  outcast  of  the  whole  crea* 
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tioD^  forsaken  by  God^  abhorred  by  all  nature, 
abhorred  by  myself,  I  am  already  haunted  by 
those^fiends  which  will  incessantly  pursue  me, 
torturing  anguish,  remorse,  despair.!-:— Cursed 
be  thou,  O  arms !  which  wieldedst  the  imple-r 
ment  of  murder ;  mayest  thou  wither  on  my 
body  like  the  blighted  branch  of  a  tree !  Ae-» 
enrsed  be  the  hour  in  which  a  dream  from  hell 
deluded  me ! — O  Nature !  why  dost  thou  mani^ 
'  fest  signs  of  thy  abhorrence  ?  O  earth,  where- 
ever  my  foot  wanders  thou  art  cursed  !  Where 
art  thou,  that  I  may  curse  thee,  thou  who  ia-» 
spiredst  the  maddening  dream  !  Art  thou  re^ 
turned  to  hell  ? — >0h,  mayest  thou  ever  experi- 
ence the  pangs  that  rend  my  soul — I  cannot 
curse  thee  more!—- Ha!  yonder  I  see  him«<-* 
yonder  I  discover  the  flames  of  hell.    See,  the 
fiends  gaze  on  me  with  triumph  !  Smile  on,  ye 
spirits  of  perdition!  smile  at  my  misery! — or 
if  ye  know  what  it  is  to  feel  compassion,  pity 
me,  for  Satan  himself  never  felt  such  paogs 
as  mine!*'  Thus  raved  Cain,  till  exhausted  and 
speechless  he  sunk  on  the  stem  of  a  tree  up* 
rooted  by  the  storm.     Here  he  seated  himself 
for  some  moments  in  pensive  agony  i  he  then 
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Started  up,  shuddering^  and  exclaimed,  ''Who 
rushed  past  me  i — My  murdered  brother !  Oh, 
I  beard  his  dying  groans,  I  beheld  his  stream- 
ing  blood}  O  brother!  brother  J  have  pity  on 
my  inexpressible  anguish,  and  pursue  me  not!'' 
Uttering  a  deep  sigh,  he  again  seated  himself 
motionless  and  silent. 

In  the  mean  time  the  father  of  mankind^ 
iccompanied  by  his  wife,  left  his  habitations 
^  How. lovely  are  the  beams  of  the  morning 
SOD  !"*  exclaimed  Eve,  ''  gilding,  with  mildest 
ny,  the  mist  that  hovers  over  the  distant  hori- 
nm»  Let  us  wander  amidst  the  beauteous  scene^ 
through  the  glistening  dew,  till  the  hour  of 
labour  summons  thee  to  the  field>  and  me  tp 
my  domestic  occupations.  O  my  beloved! 
how  beautiful  is  the  earth !  Although  accursed, 
it  still  bears  the  same  proportion  to  Paradise, 
foifeited  by  my  transgression,  as  thou  in  the 
%st  days  of  thy  innocence  to  the  angels  who 
weve  deigned  to  visit  us.  See !  my  beloved^ 
faow.all  nature  rejoices;  every  bush,  every  tree 
mounds  with  songs  of  thanksgiving ;  the  do-* 
mestiG  aniinals  sport  ground  the  huts,  and  with 
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f^  cheer&l  voice,  or  frolic  gestures,  bail  the 
£rst  beamtof  :morn/' 

.f,/f  Yes,  my  beloved,"  answered  Adam,  "the 
earth  is -beautiful ;  though  subject  to  the  curse 
It  still  exhibits  traces^  indelible  traces,  of  the 
infinite  goodness  of  the  Almighty  to  us,  who 
by  our  shameful  fall,  by  the  blackest  ingrati- 
tf^fle,bad  rendered  cursives  totally  unworthy 
of  bis  beneficence  and  compassion.  Yes^  our 
God  is  more  gracious  and  more  merciful  than 
T)ur  tongues  can  express,  or  our  imAgiaAtioiu 
conceive.  Let  us  go,  my. beloved,  to. the 
flowery  pastures  where  Abel's  flock  wanders 
amidst,  the  dew;  we  may  perhaps  find  our 
pious  child  chanting  some  new  hymn  of  praise 
to  his  Creator." 

» 

"  Permit  me,  my  beloved,"  said  Eve,  "  to 
tell  thee  the  design  I  had  formed  before  I 
quitted  the  hut.  I  took  the  fairest  figs 'jn 
my  store,  and  placed  them  with  some  dried 
grapes  in  this  basket  ,*  I  will  go  to  the  field' 
thought  I,  to  Cain,  my  first-born,  and  present 
him  these  fruits,  that  they  may  refreish  him 
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while  resting  in  the  shade  from  his  labour; 
for^  my  beloved^  I  would  omit  oo  attention 
which  can  contribute  to  remove  the  gloomy 
idea,  that  our  afiection  for  him  is  less  tender 
than  the  love  we  feel  for  his  brother*." 

"  How  attentive^  my  beloved  Eve,  is  thy 
fond  cure,"  answered  Adam ;  '^  I  thank  thee  for 
thy  more  prudent  counsel.  Let  us  go  to  Cain, 
tliat  he  may  qot  say  that  all  our  love  is  re- 
served for  Abd;  perhaps,  amidst  the  beauties 
of  this  delightful  morning>  we  ahall  find  his 
heart  more  open  to  the  impressions  of  tender- 
Bets.*'  They  said,  and  hastened.  Eve  carrying 
tbe  basket  on  her  arm  to  the  field.  ^'  O 
vhat  happiness,"  said  they  as  they  went,  *^  if 
the  charms  of  nature,  which  awaken  in  the 
bosom  sentiments  of  virtue,  should  have  ren- 
dered his  heart  susceptible  of  tender  impres- 
sions I" 

*  Could  the  poet  more  strou^ly  or  more  naturally  deU- 
Mflte  that  delicate  sensibility  and  nice  discrimination  for 
vkich  tha  female  mind  is  so  peculiarly  distinf^uished  }  It  is 
traits  like  this,  it  is  the  truth,  the  adherence  to  nature, 
wliich  preTul  in  all  Gessiier's  works,  that  proqire  them  the 
adiiiiii|k»n  of  leaders  of  every  nation,  rank,  ai«^  religion.  T* 

a4  H 
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They  discover  the  Corpse  of  Abel. 


They  had  jiist  come  from  behind  a  thicket^ 
Itnd  Eve  had  advanced  a  little  before.  **  Who 
lies  there  f  exclaimed  she,  starting  back  with 
affright — ^'  Adam,  who  is  it  that  lies  there  f- 
— He  reclines,  not  like  one  asleep,  but  like  a 
person  who  has  been  thrown  on  the  ground ; 
his  face  is  turned  towards  the  earth. — ^Those 
gplden  locks  are  Abers— Adam  ! — Oh  I  why  do 
(shudder? — Abel !  Abel !  my  beloved  !  awake ! 
•—Turn  to  me  thy  fair  face,  ever  expfessive  of 
dutiful  affection!  Awake!  O  awake!  from 
that  unnatural  sleep  ?"  They  naw  advanced 
nearer.  "Q  horror!'*  exclaimed  Adam,  start- 
ing back, '*^blood-r^blood  trickles  from  his 
brow— Jais  head  is  bathed  with  blood  !" — "  Q 
Abel^  jmy  beloved!"  cried  Eve,  raising  his 
fitiffened  arm,  and  sunk,  "pale  as  death,  oa 
Ad^mfs  throbbing; bosom.  >Both  stood  mate 
with  horror,  when  Cain,  i^ho,  frantic  with  desr 
pair,  was  wandering  through  the  thicket,  un- 
^consciously approached thecorpse.  Hegazedon 
the  body ;  he  beheld  his  father^  in  silent  agoiiy^ 
supporting  his  fainting  mother  in  his  tremr 
bling  arms.  "  I  killed  him!"  he  exclaia)|^d<; 
"  tr^mble.at  the  horrible  confession;^ ./tw^s  J 
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Grief  of  Adam  and  fo'eover  the  Corpse  of  Abel. 

tbat killed  him!  Cursed  be  the  hour,  O  wo- 
fnan^  in  which  thou  broughtest  me  f oiah  !  1 
tnurdered  him  P'  cried  Caifn,  aod  fled. 

Pale,  silenty  and  motionless^  the  unhappy 
pair  long  remained  insensible.  Adam  first 
awoke  from  the  lethargy  of  grief.  *^  Where 
am  I  ?"  he  cried,  in  broken  accents ; — ^"  what 
horrors  overwhelm  my  soul !  O  God  !  O  God  ! 
—yonder  he  lies  ! — O  wretched,  wretched 
father !  what  an  accumulation  of  horrors ! 
His  brother  murdered  him ;  he  confessed  his 
gailt;  he'cursed  us,  and  fled.  An  icy  chill- 
ness  freezes  my  soul !  He  who  cursed  us  is  my 
son ;  he  who  here  lies  in  his  blood  is  likewise 
my  son !  Wretch  that  I  am  I  what  misery, 
what  torments  have  I  brought  on  myself  and 
my  posterity!  O  Abel!  Abel! — And  thou 
too,  Eve,  dost  thou  not  again  awake  to  wretch- 
edness? Hast  thou  expired  in  my  arms  i  Am 
I  left  alone  in  my  misery  ? — But — praise  be  to 
thee! — the  chillness  af  death  steals  through 
my  veins  to  my  throbbing  hearl' — the  shades 
of  darknesv  close  arbund  my  languid  eyes !  O 
Death,  delay  not  I — welcome  with  all  thy  ter* 

Ji2 
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rors! — Still  thou  delayest!— O  God! — Abell 
— my  soQ  !  my  dear  son !"  He  said,  and  wept 
over  the  corpse,  while  ;the  dews.  of.  death 
mingled  with  the  tears.  "  Aod  dost  thou 
again  awake,  nay  beloved  Eve?"  kecontinued; 
^*  and  dost  thou  again  open  thine  eyes  to  ia- 
expressible  misery  ?  What  a  sight  awaits  thec^ 
dear  partner  of  my  sorrows  !"        , 

"  Adam!**  replied  Eve,  in  dying  accents— 
^'  No ;  the  terrific  voice  of  the  murderer  B9 
longer  thunders  in  my  ears  ;  he  cursed  tis  l-r- 
Ob !  curse  me  atone,  thou  fratricide  !  It  was  I 
'A— wretch  that  I  am — it  was  I  that  first  sinned. 
O  Abel!  my  darling  child !"  She  now  sunk 
from  Adam's  arms  upon  the  corpse.  *^  My 
feon !  my  beloved  son !"  she  cried,  and  bathed 
the <jlay-cold  body  with  her  tears.  "  O  God! 
his  fixed  eyes  no  longer  turn  to  me.  Awake, 
my  child,  awake!  In  vain,  alas!  iti  vtitn  I 
call  thee.  He  is  dead  ! — ^Thisy  this  is  death;  <he 
dreadful  punishment  pronounced  on  sin!.  Add 
I^ — O  torture  inexpressible  !-^ny  soul  sbll^- 
ders  at  the  thought — I  was  the  first  sinner! 
O  Adam,  my  beloted  husband  !  each  tear  thw 
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Gri«f  of  A4»aa  and  Eve  over  the  Coiyc  of  Abel. 
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sheddest  is  to  me  a  Iteea reproof;  it  was  I  who 
seduced  tfaeel  Frotu  me — from  me,  thou 
wretched  pareat,  demand  thy  too 'ft  blood  ; 
from  me,  afflicted  childreii^  demaad^your  bro- 
ther. Carse  me — me  aloae,  thou  fratricide !  I 
vas  the  first  sinner,  O  Abel  i  O  my  son !  thy 
itreaming  blood  iiccuses  me,  thy  wretcbed 
mother !"  She  ^id^  while  showers  of  tears  be- 
dewed the  corpse. 

With  a  look  of  unspeakable  sorrow  Adam 
gszed  on  his  wife*  '^  Eve  T  be  excb^|j(led^ 
"  I  implore  thee  by  our  misery — by  our  affec- 
tfoo  I  implore  thee!  cease  these  bitter  re- 
(Maches  against  thyself,  whom  I  so  tender)/ 
hire — they  afflict,  they  torture  me  inexpres- 
ribly.  Oh  I  the  dreadful  consequences ! — We 
have  both  sinned !  but  yet  God  will  look  dqWB 
tqion  our  anguish  with  pity.  Yes-^Almighty 
Father  I  thou  wilt  permit  us  in  the  midst  or 
oar  misery  to  address  our  supplications  to  thee^ 
tboa  hast  not  utterly  destroyed  the  sinner i 
We  live,  my  beloved  Eve !  though  the  body 
shikB  into  dost ;  the  soul  survives^  and  if  we 
Uve  pursued  the  paths  of  virtue,  our  spirits 
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Gri«f  of  Ailam  aad  Eve  over  the  Corpse  of  Abel. 


"iviH  be  rewarded  with  eternal  bliss.  Oh  J  what 
I  cofnforty   what  soothing  consolation  I     But 
alas  !  he  fell  by  his-hrotlier's  hand ! — O  God 
be  was  miK^ered  by  his  brother !" 

• .  •  _ 

'  ^  Ye»,  my  beloved  son/'  exclaimed  £vo 
wMIe  her  tears  Howed  more,  abundantly,  ^  i 
borfible  death  hath  released  thee   fromi   thii 
world  of  woe ;.  have  not  we,  who  are  left  be 
hind  to-  atru^le  with  affliction,  just  cause  tc 
weep  ?'    H^w  he  lies  extended  in  death  !    Thi 
smile  of  tenderness  has  fled  from  his  alterei 
•cheek,  faded  and  stained  with  his  own  blood 
those  fips  will  no  more  address  me  in  angd 
accents ;  •  and  these  fixed  eyes  will  no  mo 
overflow  with  tears  of  pleasure,  at  behold! 
the  tranaport,  the  ardent  love,  with  whicl 
witnessed  his  virtue  (    Into  what  misery 
we   sunk  1^    O  sin!  sin!  what  odious   £o 
dost  thou  assume,  each  more  horrible  than 
other ;  I  thy  mother,  thy  wretched  moth 
I  am  the  mother  of  thy  murderer  !     O.  J 
my  beloved  !"     She  said,  and  sunk  speei 
on  thestifiened  corpse;  she  remained  lor 
sensible.    ^'  Wretch  that  I  am !''  exc) 
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Grief  of  A<iain  and  £re  over  the  CerffK  of  Abel. 

'Adam,  interrupting  the  melantholy  silence, 
'*  how  forlorn  am  I !  how  mournful,  .  bow 
desolate,  is  .all  around  me;  .  misery,  un- 
speakable misery  has  spread  a  gloom  over  all 
Mature.  Alas !  he  is  dead !  he  who  was  the 
comfort,  the  joy  of  my  .life.  The  support  of 
allmy  hopes — my  beloved  Abel>  is  dead !  Alas ! 
tad  Cain — O  horrible  thought!  andCaiB'is  »' 
fagitive,  a  monster,  abhorred  by  all  nature! 
OGodl  who  bjeholdest  our  misery,. forgive, 
forgive  our  excessive  grief;  forgive  us  if  we 
writhe  in.  the  dust  before  thee  like  the  worm 
crushed  by  the  foot  of  the  heedless  passenger  17 

-'He  BOW  stood  pale  and  mtil^,  as  the  st«ttie 
6f  affliction  on  the  moss-clad  u^onument,  of 
in  the  gloomy  solitude  of  the  cypress  grove^. 
His  head  was  bowed,  his  eyes  were  fixed  on 
the  melancholy  scene ;  a  dreary  silence  reigned 
around.  With  faltering  steps  he  at  length 
approached  Eve,  and  taking  her  feeble  hand 


.  -•  Thi«  idea  is  doubtless  borrowed  from  the  well  known 
lines  of  oar  British  bard  ■.^' 

i*-Like  Pity  on  a  monument 
Smiliug^.at  Grief<-»*    . 
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from  the  corpse^  he  pressed  it  with  fervour  to 
his  heart.     "  Eve,  ray  beloved  wife/'  he  ex- 
claimed, beading  over  her,,  "  awake,  my  be- 
loved, awake!     Raise   thy  tearful  eyes  from 
the  distressing  object;  sink  not  beneath  the 
weight  of  affliction!     Has  thy  sorrow  des- 
troyed all  recollection  of  thy  husband,  all  ten- 
derness for  me  i    Oh  !  raise  thine- eyes  to  me, 
beloved  wifef    It  is  just  that  we  should  feel 
M  the  horrors  of  death,  ihat  we  should  ex- 
)yerience,  in  their  full  extent,  the  misery  and" 
the  fatal  consequences  of  our  fall.     But  t^ 
writhe  in   the  dust,  obstinately  refusing  aTt 
consolation,  is  impious,  is  criminal !     It  im- 
plies the  reproach  that  Eternal  Justice  has  pu-  ' 
Aished  us  more  severely  than  we  deserved.    O* 
£vef  rouse  thyself  from   this  culpable  des- 
powlency,  lest  the  Almighty  should  withdraw 
from  us,  unworthy  sinners^  all  the  sources  6f 
Gonsolalion   which  yet  remain.**    Thus  spofc^ 
Adam.     Eve,  raising  her  tearful  eyes  from  th^ 
corpse,  turned  them  first  to  Adam,  and  then 
fixed  them  on  heaven  :  "  O  God  !  forgive  'me  ' 
a  wretched  sinner  I     Forgive  me,  my  husband," 
my  beloved  I  my  grief  is  inexpressible.    Ana  ' 
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dost  thoa  .fttill  love  me,  the  cause  of  all  this 
misery,  of  this  onnatural  murder,  of  the  8be4- 
ding  of  this  innocent  blood !  O  Adam,  let 
flie  b^the  thy  hand^  this  corpse^  with  my  tears, 
let  me  miogte  them  with  this  blood  !'* 

Thus  mourned  the  first  pair,  reclined  against 
each  other,  when  a  celestial  figure  appro^i^^ 
them.  Fragrant  flowers  springing  up  a|  he 
trod  marked  his  light,  footsteps :  peace  aa^ 
upon,  his  radiant  brow ;  consolation  and  sym* 
|Mithy  sparkled  in  his  eyes,  and  beamed  in  the 
celestial  chbrms  of  his  countenance.  A  white 
robe,  brighter  than  the  silvery  clouds  which 
Teil  the  moon,  flowed  over  his  majestic  fonxi, 
aad  descended  in  resplendent  folds.  The  hea*- 
irenly  messenger  advanced,  and  nature  glowed 
aioimd  him  with  fresher  verdure.  '^  Eye/' 
txdaimed  Adam,  *'  raise  thy  mournful  eyes, 
tepress  thy  sighs ;  see  yon  celestial  form  ap- 
pioacbing;  behold  what  benignity,  what  con- 
solation, appear  in  his  countenance.  A  ray 
of  comfort  already  bursts  through  the  dark- 
Bess  of  our  misery.  Weep  not  Eve!  Arise, 
itt  wtiasten  to  meet  the  celestial. messenger.^ 
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Ai^Teis  of  the  Aiig«l  to  ^dam  aiMl  Ere. 


Eve  reclinejd  on  her  hosbaad,  apd  the  aogel 

3tood  before  theixK 

. .  '        .         . . « 

,H^  gazed  for  a  moment^  with  fixed Mtentioo*^ 

:  on  the  first  victim  of  death ;  then  turned  with 

^  heavenly  benignity  to  Adam  and  his  wife» 

iHis  radiance  diffused  aroood  them  i9i.  brighter 

.light;.     In  soft  melodious  accents  he  said  >-^ 

A^  I. salute  you  who  weep  over  your,  son's  .itia- 

jmna^  dust !    The  Almighty,  hath  permitted 

we  to  visit  you-  in  your  affliction*   Among  4hc 

angels  that  hover  around  yo»y  mortals,  on  tbe 

earth,  none  loved  Abel  so  tenderJy  as  myself: 

I  was  ever  by  his  side,  when  the  commands. of 

the  Most  High  did  not  summon  .  me ..  away. 

Often  when  his  imagination,  enraptured  with 

dr  love  of  virtue,  poured  forth  its  effasionsjA: 

>ymns  of  praise,  which  hovering  angels  .fm^ 

quently  repeated,  I  inspired  him  with  heavenly 

iJlji^oughts,  such  as  the  embodied  soul  is  ciqpar 

ble  of  concei.ving.    Weep  not  then,,  io  coatt-^ 

fpirtless  despair,  as  if  his  spirit  too  were  dead; 

immoderate  grief  becomes  not  immortal  spixila^ 

Death  has  relei^ed  him  from  the  oppc^essbre 

fetter^  pj^.^^mur^ality^  hia.virtue»i  bis.reaMiflb- 
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aad  bis  desire  of  knowledge,  are  now  per- 
fected; he  is  happy,  more  happy,  than  hu* 
man   imagination   can   conceive,  in    the   so- 
ciety of-  angels,  in  the'  presence  of  his  God» 
Weep  for  him,  my  beloved,  bat  refuse  not 
consolation ;  .ye  are  separated  from  him  but 
fora -short  time;  soon  will  death  summon  xyd^ 
te  rejoin  him ;  he  will  appear,  .it  is  ir4ie,  in  * 
different  forms,  bat  to  the  pious  he  is  always 
alongnexpected  friend.  Adam  1- the  Almighty. 
commands  thee  to  restore  his  mouldering  body 
^  the  dust ;  dig  a  pit  and  cover  it  with  earth." 
Thus   sppke   the  angel,  and   surveyed   them 
once* more  with  celestial  benignity^  which  con-* 
«eyed   the  soothing  balm   of  cpnsolation  to 
tbeir.  distrficted  souls.  -  Thus  does  the  cooling 
draught  from   the  limpid  murmuring  stream 
icfresh.the  weary  traveller^  who,  having  long 
Hudered  amidst  the  arid  sands  of  burning  de- 
•^8, is; ready  to  faint  with  parching  thirst, 
^niien  I^e  suddenly  discovers  the  silvery  cur>- 
icftt;  joyful  he  reposes,  for  its   murmuring 
CDine.leads  his  delighted  ey6  into  a  country^ 
vheve  nature  smiles  in  all  her  beauty,  wher^ 
^'ibenevoleot  host  will  receive  him  beneath 
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ASaa  eiideaT«Hin'k>  eonsole  Sve. 


his  lihad^,  and  will  provide  him  with  every 
g^atefiit  refreshment. 

Adaw,  filled  #ith  holy  ecstasy,  gazed  oa  the 
darting  aogel.  "  Accept  ourgratefal  thanks, 
celestial  friend  r  he  exclaimed.  '*  O  God ! 
how  great  is  thy  mercy !  thou  behbldest  otfr 
ibisery;and  sendest  thine  angels  to  cotofort  us. 
Shall  we,  who  are  surronnded  by  thy  presence, 
who  are  the  objects  of  thy  tender  merciesi 
irtioise  every  sigh  is  msifked  by  hovering  an-* 
gels — shall  w^  mourn  like  condemned  spirits 
in  the  dustf  Shall  we  incessantly  lament,  and 
shall  our  souls,  destined  for  everlasting  felicity, 
obstinately  refuse  consolation,  because  out 
Ihort  passage  through  this  life  is  clouded  by 
kfflictioh  ?  Some  tears  indeed  must  flow  for 
the  beteved  youth,  snatched  from  our  em- 
braces, but  how  much  more  ought  we  to  offer 
up  our  prayers  and  tears  for  the  sinner !  O 
God!  banish  him  not  entirely  from  thy  pre^- 
sence ;  be  was  the  first  fruit  of  my  loins,  the 
first  that  Eve  with  pain  brought  forth.  Let 
us  not  cease^  my  beloved  Eve !  to  supplicate 
the  Almighty  in  his  behalf. '  Can  we  doubt 
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faifl  mercy^  when  ive  know  witb  what  loving- 
kindness  he  treated  ns,  what  gnat  pronises  he 
gave  us,  when  trembling  before  bim  we  ex- 
pected not  mercy  but  judgment?.  Let  ns^not 
delay,  my  beloved^  to  execute  the  awgioMtfids 
of  the  Lord  ;  I  will  bear  the  corpse  to  our  hut, 
and  we  will  there  commit  the  precious  dust  to 
the  earth." — ^*  My  beloved,'* — said  Eve,  ^'  my 
lonl  rises  3aperior  to  its  sorrows ;  by  thy  coo- 
n^  and  firmer  virtue  I  support  myself,  as  the 
weak  ivy  cMngs  to  the  stubborn  oak/' — ^Adam 
Kfted  the  corpse  on  his  shoulders,  and  weep- 
ling  nnder  the  melancholy  burthen,  proceeded 
towards  the  huts,  while  Eve,  bathed  in  tears, 
walked  by  his  side. 
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BOOK  V. 


THIRZA   had  now  awaked   from  unquiet 

ihiinberf ,  and  sprang  wUH  secret  anxiety  from 

liereonch  of  skins.    So  springs  the  affrighted 

wanderer,  reposing  his  wearied  limbs  beneath 

ihe  over«arching  rock,  when  a  terrific  dream, 

inspired  by  his  guardian-angel,  represents  the 

craggy  mass  descending  over  his  head  ;  horror 

urges  his  steps,  the  rock  falls;  he  seeks  the 

companion  of  his  toilsome  journey,  ignorant 

that  he  is  entombed  beneath  the   ponderous 

ruin,    "  What  horrid  images,''  she  exclaimed, 

**bave  haunted  my  dreams !  gloomy  phantoms 

^Wch  I  am  unable  to  describe.    Welcome, 
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lovely  light,  thou  hast  chased  them  frotn  my 
brow.  Welcome,  ye  flowers,  my  pleasing 
charge,  your  mingled  morniDg  odours  shall  re- 
fresh my  harrassed  senses  !  And  you,  ye  gay 
iohabitauts  of  the  air,  how  joyfully  ye  warble 
your  morning  strains  f  My  voice  shall  mingle 
with  your  melody ;  my  praises  and  thanks- 
givings shall  ascend  together  with  those  of  all 
renovated  nature ;  praise,  O  my  soul  I  -thy 
Creator  and  Preserver :  him  whose  ever-wake* 
ful  Providence  guards  us  when  wrapped  in  the 
sable  mantle  of  night  and  slumber.  Oh!-— to 
thee  ascend  my  praises  and  thanksgivings  ;to<- 
gether  with  those  of  all  renovated  nature  T' 
She  bad  now  left  the  hut  and  walked  amopg. 
the  newrborn  flowers,  while  the  mprning 
zephyrs  robbed  them  of  their  early  sweets* 
"  But  still,"  she  continued,  <*  anxiety  oppresses 
my  bosom,  my  heart  still  throbs!  Whence 
this  unusual,  this  nameless  solicitude;  gloomy 
as  the  clouds,  when  like  mountains  they  over- 
cast the  horizon,  when  the  voice  of  joy  is  silent, 
and  the  awe-struck  earth  awaits  the  comiog 
tempest.  Where  art  thou,  Abel!  my  brother, 
my  other  self!     Pursued  by  gloomy  anxieiyr* 
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I  hasteQ  into  thy  arms,  as  basteos  the  wan- 
derer, benighted  amidst  the  black  solitude  of 
the  foresti  when,  terror  gives  wiogs  to  his  feet.'' 

She  saidy  and  hastened  away  ;  when  she  was 
net  by  Meh^Ia  who  was  just  leaving  her  hut. 
V  .Welcome,  my  beloved  sister  !"  said  Mehala, 
'*  whither  art  thou  hastening,  with  thy  loose- 
flowing  tresses,  unadorned  even  by  a  single 
iowerr 

*'  1  am,  hastening/'  replied  Tbirza,  '^  I  am 
IkasteDJqginto  the  arms  of  my  beloved^  unusual 
terrors  have  disturbed  mj  slumbers^  and  they 
atill  Qppress  my. bosom.  Tlie  charms  of  the 
morniog  have  not  dispersed  them,  and  now  I 
am  hastening  to  my  beloved.  Oh!  in  his  arms 
they  will  be  dissipated,  though  the  blooming 
spring,  though  the  smiles  of  all  nature  are 
anable  to  chase  them  away." 

"  Where,  O  my  happy  sister!"  exclaimed 
Cain's  wife,  with  a  sigh,  "  where  could  I  hope 
for  consolation,  did  I  not  find  it  in  the  afFec- 
^n  of  our  parents,  in  thine^Thirza,  and  tbat 
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of  thy  beloved' Abel !  Yes;  to  you  I  can  uti- 
bbsbm  the  'care  and  sorrow  which  Cain's  dis- 
content accuiiinlates^bver  my  days.  Alas  !  to 
bim  all  the  beauties  of  nature  are  only  sources 
of  melancholy ;  the  labour  which  the  cultiva- 
tion of  his  field  requires  is  to  him  an  insop- 
portable  burthen  ;  but^  above  all,  his  enmity  t^ 
his  virtuous  brother  afflicts  my  heart  1" 

Mehala  wept;  her  tender  sister  embraced 
her,  while  tears  trembled  in  her  eyes.  '<  Deair- 
est  sister^^  said  she,  ''  Oh !  bow  often  does 
that  reflection  force  bitter  tears  from  my  be* 
loved  and  myself,  during  the  sleepless  hodri 
of  night  ;  and  how  often  are  our  ardent 
prayers  addressed  to  the  Almighty  in  bis  be- 
half! Oh!  may  a  beam  of  his  grace  dispersie 
the  dark  shades  that  cloud  his  bosom  and 
favour  the  growth  of  those  baleful  weeds  which 
stifle  all  his  virtues!  Then  peace  and  tran- 
quillity would  again  flourish  around  our 
dwellings,  and  sorrow  be  chased  from  the 
brows  of  our  tender  parents." 

"  Alas!'*  replied  Mehala  mth  tears,  *•  sucli 
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has  beep  my  prayer  in  many  a,  mi^aight  ho^r  ! 
In  silent  anguish  I  raise  tny  hands   towards 
heaven;  sometiuies  while  X  weep  and  pray, 
<ny  sorrow  bursting  forth  in  lead  sobs,  ha.<^ 
awakened  him;  then,  in  a  voioe  of  thunder^  he 
complains  that  I  disturb  bis  slumbers,  and  dfs 
prive  him,  as  he  say^^.of  the  only  blessipig  he 
enjoys  in  this  miserable  life,  on  this  earth  so 
severely  cursed  by  the  Avenger. — ^Ab,  Thirza ! 
<his  is.  my  prayer,  while  I  sit  engaged  in  do- 
mestic occupations  in  my  hut;  my  innocen^ 
children,  weep  around  tne,  when  they  behold 
my  sorrow  and  my  tears  ;  they  caress  ,me,  aixd 
entire  with  lisping  accents  the  cause  of  my 
affliction.    Ah,  ThirzaJ  I  wither  in  my  grief, 
like  the  drooping  flower,  from  which  the  thick 
foliage  of  some  ov^r-banging  bush  intercepts 
the  refreshing  dews  and  the  genial  sunshine. 
This. morning   before   day-break   he  quitted 
oar  h«t,  and  never  did   such  a  melancholy 
gloom  darken  bis  conntenance;  anger  flashed 
from. his  eyes,  that  glared  beneath  his  con- 
tracted brows.    He  cursed,  as  he  passed  over 
the. threshold — I  heard  him  and  trembled — he 
^raod  the  liour  of  his  birtb^;  and  such  was  the 
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salacatron  with  which  he  greeted  the  amilmg 
morn.     It  is  trtie,  Thirza^  and  thoa  aia9t  bare 
often  observed;  tliat    his    virtue   sometimes 
breaks  through  the  gloom:  his  heart  is  thea 
open  to  tender  impressions;  he  weeps  and  le^ 
grets  that  he  has  offended  us,  and  implom 
forgiveness.    But,  alas !  the  light  soon  disap* 
jpears ;  as  in  the  tempestuous  days  of  wintar 
the  sun  darts  forth  a  cheering  ray,  but  dark 
gathering  clouds  soon  intercept  his   genial 
beams.    Still,  Thirza,  still  I  cherish  a  hope-H 
and  will  never  cease  to  implore  the  Almighty 
— that  a  serene  spring  may  at  length  dissipats 
them  entirely." 

Thus  spoke  Mehala,  when  Thirza,  faaviog 
listened  some  moments,  turned  pale,  and  ex- 
claimed,  trembling,  "  What  sounds  of  anguish 
issue  from  yonder  trees  ? — Never  have  I  heard 
lamentations  like  these,  sister  !  Yonder  amoDg 
the  trees. — Ah!  they  approach  ! — O  God!" 
Thirza  sunk  into  the  arms  of  her  sister. 


t  ■ 


Adam,  with  faltiering  steps,  advanced  from 
among  the  trees;  on  his  shoulders  he  bote  the 
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melancholy  barthen  of  hrs  son's  lifeless  body; 
Eve  walked  beside  him ;  she  often  raised' her 
face,  expressive  of  the  bitterest  anguish^  to -gaze 
on  the  bleeding  corpse,  and  again  concealed  it 
with  ber  tresses,  dripping  with  her  tears* 

Thirza,  pale  as  death,  reclined  in  the  trem* 

Mfrg  arms  of  ber  sister;  Mehala  sunk  beneath 

the  burthen  ;  trembling  and  fainting  herself, 

she  was  do  longer  able  to  support  her  sister.'— 

As  wdien  three  lovely  maidens,  united  by  the 

bonds  of  the  tenderest  affection,  repair  hand  in 

liand  in  the  serene  summer's  eve  to  the  white 

corn-field  ;  sudden  the  awful  thunder  bursts 

over  their  heads,   and   the  lightning   strikes 

i    them  senseless  to  the  earth ;   two  of  them 

awdce  from  their  lethargy,  and  behold,  with 

I     consternation,  their  companion  converted  into 

I    a  heap  of  ashes :   with  equal  horror  the  sisters, 

i    ^hen  they  awoke,   beheld  the  corpse  of  the 

.  1    iDunlered  Abel.   Adam  had  placed  it  upon  the 

\   turf  and  was  supporting  his  weeping  wife.— ^ 

\  ** Where,  where  am  I?**  exclaimed   Thirza^ 

oml  '*0  God  I  he  stilllies  there  !—AbeH— Oh  ! 

y  rty  did  I  awake  ?— Hateful  light?— Alas>  Me- 
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hala!  he  still  lies  there,  he  is  dead  !  O  horror  ! 
It  bursts  over  my  head  like  the  pealing  thun- 
der !— Hateful  light !— Why  did  I  awake  f" 

''  Tbirza/'  exclaimed  Mehala  in  trembling 
accentSy  "cease — Oh!  cease  to  terrify  thyself 
with  the  horrid  thought ! — On  me  too  it  falls 
like  a  thunderbolt. — Thirza ! — ^Alas^  she  sinks 
again !«— Awake^  Thirza !  let  us  go  to  him.  We 
have  not  yet  b^eld  misery  in  all  its  forms ;  he 
is  not  dead — let  us  go  to  him ;  tby  voice,  thy 
.  embraces,  will  revive  him.' 


f> 


Thus  spoke  the  sisters :  faint  and  trembling 
they  supported  each  other,  and  with  faltering 
steps  advanced  towards  the  corpse.  "  Oh  !  how 
our  parents  stand  and  weep! — What  terrors 
seize  me !"  exclaimed  Thirza  as  she  approached 
the  body.  "  Abel ! — Abel ! — my  beloved— «iy 
happiness, my  life,  my  all,  awake ! — O  heavens ! 
thou  awakest  not ! — Abel  !-^listen  to  my  la- 
mentations— listen  to  the  voice  of  thy  wretched 
wife !"  She  threw  herself  beside  the  corpse  to 
embrace  it;  but,  starting  back  with  a  lowi 
shriek   at  the  sight  of  the  wound,  and  the 
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blood  which  disfigured  the  fkce,  she  sat  speech- 
leas  and  motionless,  pale  as  the  sculptured 
marUe ;  despair  glared  in  her  fixed  and  open 
ejm*  Mehala  wept  beside  her,  she  raised  her 
hiads  and  streaming  eyes  to  heaven,  and 
then  bathed  the  corpse  with  her  tears. 

•Adam,  sympathizing   with   their   anguish, 
•ifept,and  thus  attempted  to  console  them: — 
^Ohl  that  I  could  alleviate  your  affliction,  my 
btloved daughters^!     Ah!  resign  not  yourself 
to  such  excessive  grief!     While  Eve  and  I 
miqgled  our  tears  over  the  corpse,  an  angel, 
beaming  with  celestial  beauty,  came  to  us  with 
eonsoltttion  from  heaven.    '  Weep  not,'  said 
lie ;  *  restrain  the  violence  of  your  sorrows. 
Commit  to  the  earth  your  son's  inanimate 
body ;  his  soul,  freed  from  the  fetters  of  mor* 
tiity, -enjoys  blisd  superior  to  any  of  which 
JOQ  are  able  to  form  a  conception.     You  are 
aep«rftted  only  for  a  short  time,  after  which 
yon«bidl  rejoin  him  in  the  abodes  of  everlast- 
A    ug  felicity/    Let  us  not  then,  my  beloved, 
.  X   CiboBow  the  deceased  by  inconsolable  afflic 


)ro        "FifB  lifiArrH  of  axbl. 


AfliotkAi  of  Tkina  and  JHehala. 


Thirsa  uill  sat  speechless   and  insep^iW 
while  Cain's  wife,  clasping  her  haniis  over  b 
head^  thus  vented  the  efFusioQ  of  h^r  gjci^f:.- 
/'  Father  !  father,  suffer  us  to  weep.    Ah  !  ho 
thou  lies t  extended  in  death,  thou  who  .wa 
our  delight  and  our  consolation.    Alas,  Abe 
we  have  lost  thee,  and,  tiii  the  hour  of  deat 
our  sweet  employment  shall  be  to  weep  f 
thee.    Yes,  thou  hast  entered  that  state  < 
bliss,  which  thy  pious,  soul  contemplated  wii 
such  devotion,  and  to  which  we,  whom  the 
hast  left  behind,  look  forward.     Alas !  we  a 
left  to  weep  for  thee ;  out  of  the  shades 
death  we  weep  for  thee  !     We  have  lost.tb 
and,    till    the    ardently     expected     hour 
death  arrives,  our  sweet  employ  shall   be 
weep  for   thee!      Cain!    Cain!     where  ^ 
thou  when  thy  brother  expired?     Oh!  1: 
thou  been  present  at  that  moment  to  emi 
him  with  fraternal  affection,  to  implor 
parting  benediction,  his  languid  aruis/ 
have  clasped  thee  to   his  bosom;  his 
lips  would  have  blessed  thee.     Oh !.  what 
what  soothing  consolation  would  the  r 
brance  have  diffused  over  thy  future  c 
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Bat,  O  heavens!  what  new  aaguitb  over- 
powers mjr  mother f — She  faints! — O  ft^^er! 
what  horror  overspreads  thy  coonteDance.j*- 
Dreadful  fbreboding !  Ad<im!  £ve!  Wihere 
isCain?-^where  is  my  husband  f 
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Eve  had  sunk  qpon  the  ground.  '^  Whither, 
•O  whither  !*'  she  exclaimed^  "  doth  eteroal.Vf^n^ 
•geance  pursue  him  f  O  heaveqs  I  the  firr^tch  ! 
He — but  no — let  the  black,  the  hoi;rible  idea 
-be  confined  within  my  bosom,  and  there  only 
inflict  the  torments  of  hell!  O  wretclied  mo- 
ther! what  must  I — ^"  "  J^peak  out,  mother," 
i;ried  Mehata,  **  spa^e  me  not;  let  me  know 
ihe  full  extent  of  my  misery !  Frightful  ap- 
prehensions distract  my  soul!.  My  father! 
my  mother  !  O  spare  me  not !'' — "  Cain,  oh, 
mexpressible  anguish  ;  Cain  has  killed  him, 
Mehala!  OThirzal  Cain  has  murdered  his 
brother  l**  exclaimed  Eve,  and  agony  deprived 
her  of  utterance. 

Silent  horror  thrilled  the  wife  of  Cain;  no 
*^r  escaped  from  her  fixed  eye ;  cold  4ews 
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btttfaed' her  htdw^  and  her- pallid  iipsiquitered*. 
^'HeUas'kiHed  h»  brother !'' shetttlenglbex- 
dailiirai;  **  Oaki/tny  ha^baBdy  has 'mdrdenal 
his  bmther !  O  hdnror !— Where  art  thoOrii^ 
tricide  i — Whither,  O  \diither  hath  thy  crime 
pursued  thee  ? — Has  the  thunder  of  heaven  al- 
rMkdy  ffvenged  thy  brother  P-^^^rt  th^n  no 
nidtef'^Wretiih !  vrhere  4trt  thoiu;  WhidMir 
MCh' despair <iriteti  thee  r  Thos  Mehala  ear- 
daAnrcM/and  tore  her  hair. 

"  'Fratricide  !**  exclaimed  Thirza,  ^'=ah !  ium 
coutd  he— such  a  virtuous,  such  an  Affectionate 
brother,  'whose  dyiivg  eyes  must  have  b€paned 

*^  Oessnier  had  studied  the  tSeetsoi  the  passiMi»tMyA  «• 
a'po^t  -aiid  as  a  painter  ;  hence  the  minute  acouracy  with 
which  he  is  enabled  to  describe  them.     In  the  present  pic- 
ture, whkt'c&n  be'tedr^  nsltul'idly  deUnefated  than  the"  mute 
*affliG<Uton  of  the  amiahle  sisteirs^    Thirz4  does  ndt,  ^lil^e  Me« 
'bala,  merely  deplore  the  loss  of  a  brother ;  she  was  -united 
to  Abel  by  the  still  stronger  ties  of  conjugal  love.    Her  si- 
lence continues  till  another  powerful  pastidn,  d^tiitatloiiy 
takes  possession  of  her  soul,  restores  to  her  the  power  of 
speech ;    at  the  same  time  that  Mehala,  who  had  before 
felt  nothing  but  grief,  is  in  her  turn  struck  dumb  with  bbr^ 
'  for  kt  the  dreadful  inietlig«hce  that  Cain  kiul  oiupdtervd  4is. 
brother. 
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fvitb  love-  ft>wards  bioi?-  O.  Cain.!  cursed^ 
cawed*  bi» —'-*-^'*  '^  OThirza!  ourse  hioi  sot, 
TUncar!"  cried  Mehala;  '<  curse  him.not^  h&is 
thy  biotber ;  he  is  my  husband.  No,  let  us 
lather  pray  for  the  sinner !  the  virtuous  vjuctim 
oP  btB^  fupy,  wh^  he  sunk  bleeding,  at  his.feet^ 
mwed-  him  W'ith  an-  eye  of  compassion,  avd 
keathed  forth  a  blessing  on  his  munderer^i 
E/^ea  now  he  intercedes  for-  him  befpre  the 
throne  of  the  Eternal.  Let  our  prayers  as- 
cend from  the  dust,  and  unite  with  his.  Ob! 
curse  him  not,  Thirza  !  curse  not  thy: brother." 

V  Whither  does  my  anguish  hurry  me  ?'■ 
laid  Thirza.  "  I  have  not  cursed  him,  Mehala ; 
}  meaa^  not  to  curse  the  wretched  Cain!*' — 
She  sunk  upon  the  corpse,  kissed  the  blood- 
itaioed  cheeks  and.  the  cold  lips  in  speechless 
i^ny,  and  at  length  exclaimed  in  broken  ac- 
cents:— ^  Oh  \  that  I  had  been  near  thee,  when 
espifiag,  to  kiss  once  more  thy  pallid  lips,  once 
more  to  receive  the  assurance  of  thy  afiection! 
Oh  ^.  that  thy  closing  eyes  had  bestowed  a  part- 
ing-gknoe  on  me,  and  tliat  I  had  died  in  thy 
last  embrace ! — Oh !  that  my  pale  corpse  were 
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now  extended  beside  thine  t    But,  alas!  I  «n 
left — ^left  to  endure  ioexpressibie  anguish!-** 
Every  object  that  oDce  delighted  me  will  but 
aggravate  my  grief.     Your  green  twilight,  ye 
verdant  bowers,  will  seem  to  ask  me :  '  Wher^ 
is  he  who,  with  tender  transport,  embraced 
thee  beneath  our  shades  T    The  wandering; 
streams  will  murmur  to  me::'  Where,  forlorn 
Thirza,  is  thy  beloved? — In  your  shades,  ye 
bowers,   on   your  banks,  ye  streams,  will  I 
breathe  my  ceaseless  sorrows!  for  ever,  alas! 
for  ever  have  I  lost  him !     Oh !  for  ever  shall  I 
behold  those  fixed  aod  sightlesseyes,  that  pale 
face,  that  blood  which  stains  his  forehead  and 
crimsons  his  pallid  cheeks  I    Flow — flow  m; 
tears!    flow  incessantly   oq   his   faded  form. 
This  senseless  dust  was  once  the  habUatioa  of 
the   noblest  spirit.     Every  virtue  was  there 
displayed  in  lovely  perfection,  beamed  in  the 
mild  lustre  of  bis  eyes,  smiled  on  his  cheeks, 

• 

and  played  upon  his  lips:  but  his  soul,  too 
pure,' too  blest  fur  communion  with  mortals, 
for  intercourse  with  me,  is  fled  for  ever.  Flow 
then,. my  tears!  flow  incessi^utly  ov^  his  faded 
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form,  till  my  longing  soul  leaves  its  dust  to 
mingle  with  his." 

Thus  mourned  Thirza,  and  wept  over  the 
corpse.     £ve^  with  increased  anguish^  beheld 
the  sorrows  of  her  daughters.    "  O  my  chil- 
dren !"  she  exclaimed,  "  how  your  grief  aggra- 
vates my  own,  how  your  lamentations    rend 
my  heart!     How  bitterly  they  reproach  me! 
- — me,  by  whom  sin,  misery,  and  death  were 
brought  into  the  world.    Forgive!  Oh!  forgive 
your  wretched  mother ;  pardon  her  who  bore 
you  with  pain." — "O  mother!"  exclaimed  her 
daughters,  throwing   themselves  at  her  feet, 
aod  embracing  her  knees,  '^  by  the  pangs  thou 
bast  endured  for  us,  we  implore  thee,  cease 
these  cruel  reflections;  increase  not  our  sor- 
rows with  new  afflictions.     O  thou  who  hast 
borne  us  with  pain,  consider  not  these  sighs, 
these  tears,  as  reproaches!     Could    we  com- 
maud  our  grief,  not  a  sigh  should  escape  our 
bosoms,  not  a  tear  should  moisten  our  cheeks 
But,  how  can  we  resist   the  imperious  com- 
Qiands  of  nature,  how  restrain  these  expres- 
sions of  the  most  ardent  affection  ?     'Tis  na- 
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ture.  Vis  affection  that  oommand  our  i^k-s  to 
flow/'  While  they  still  embraced  their  mo- 
ther's koeesy  and  their  tearful  eyes  were  ten- 
derly fixed  upon  her,  Adam  said:—"  My  be- 
loved !  let  us  no  longer  delay  ta  fulfil  the 
command  of  the  Most  High;  let  us  restore 
this  faded  form,  the  object  of  our  tears  nod 
lamentations,  to  its  native  earth.  The  lenient 
hand  of  time  will  soften  our  grief;  and  reasotf 
will  assist  us  to  conquer  our  sorrow:  it  will 
then  be  as  the  longing  of  a  bride  far  the  d^y 
which  is  to  give  her  to  the  arnis  of  her  be- 
loved.''— "Restore  this  precious  dust  to  the 
earth  whence  it  sprung,"  said  Thirza,  fixing 
her  weeping  eyes  on  Adam.  "  But,  dear  fa- 
ther !  sufier  me  once  more  to  bathe  it  with* 
my  tears,  and  then  consign  it  to  the  earthA 
She  said,  and  sunk  with  extended  arms  upocf 
the  corpse. 

Adam  now  began  to  prepare  the  gritvci' 
while  Eve  and  Mehala  stood  weeping  beside'' 
him.  '^  In  the  mean  time  the  two  innocefii 
children  of  Cain,  leaving  their  crithtgte,  With* 
timid  st*ep  advanced  band  in  hand,  v'"**  Jctsdah> 
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tny  b^ved !''    aaid  the  golden-haired    filie), 
'*  what  ]«bB9eQtatioas  are  those?     l^et  us  now 
approach  aearer.    Look  how  Abel  liei%  t}»ere 
— ^w  pide>  and  how  hi&  hair  is  stain^  with 
hlaod !    He  looks,  brother,  just  like  a  laiph 
that  has  been  slaughtered   for  a  sacrifice/' 
**  Beloired  Eliel  !**  answered  Josiah,  who  was 
ikit  y^ufigesl,  ^'  see  bo.w  Xhirza  weeps  over 
him,  aod  h<  does  not  even  look  at  her.     Liet 
Qs  gQ  away :  I  treiable,'  I  shudder  at  the  sight ; 
let  118  nm  to  oar  mother,  who  is.  weeping  .too.-*' 
The  children  now  hastened  to  M.eha|a^  and 
doog  aroj^ad  her.     ^*  Mother!"    said   th^y, 
<^  vhy  do  you  all  weep  ?    Why  doe»  Abpl  li.€ 
iboro  like  a  lamb  for  the  sacrifice?"    MchaUv 
M^iraioeid  the  little  ionoceats,  and  we^piug 
^Hit  theni  replied :  **  Death,  my  dear  {^hildrepi, 
kti  «epwatied  the  90ul  of  Abel  from  hi»  bodjf  \ 
he  ift  gone  Iq  eiyoy  eternal  happin^tm  \a  the 
tempany  of  the  angels."    '^  Then  h^  will jnever 
4tiik^"  said  &liel>  sobbing,  ''he  wiU  nevec 
atllka — be,  who  taught  us  such  pretty  l;iy tpa^, 
wi^  lo^ad  iM  so  4carly,  who  used  to  take  u# 
oa  hit  knees,  Josiah,  and  tell  ^ns  aboiit  txo4 

aoii  Ai.  Mgek>  and  the  wo^idf^^fiaf  ^aftmr^^ 
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he  will  never  wa^e  more !  Oh  !  how  will  our 
fkther  weep  when  he  returns  from  the  field  1*^ 
— Thus  the  children  prattled  forth  their  artle$9- 
sorrow;  they]  clung  weeping  to  their  mo-- 
ther/and  hid  their  faces  in  the  folds  of  her 
garment. 

Adam  had  how  dug  a  grave.  **  Awake 
Thirza !  my  beloved,  awake  !  Let  us  oot 
delay  to  commit  this  dtist  to  the  earth ;  let  u^- 
Thirza,  no  I6nger  delay  ta  fulfil  the  commadd 
of  the  Lord."  He  said,  and  approaehiog, 
took  her  tender)y  by  the  hand.  She  had  Iain' 
motionless  upon  the  body,  and  now  awoke 
firom  a  holy  vision.  "  Yes,"  said  she,  "  I  hav^ 
seeii-hini ;  arrayed  in  celestial  splendour  I  hav0 
beheld  my  beloved  !  *Weep  not^*  Thiraa* 
weep  not,  I  am  blessed  ;  thou  wilt  soon  rcjbin 
me,  where  death  shall  never  separate  us  more.* 
— rThus  he  addressed  me,  a  heavenly  gaiiie 
beamed  on  his  countenance  as  he  retired^  afKi^ 

r 

celestial  iradiance  marked  his  footsteps."  -White 
Thirza  spoke,  sublime  consolation  illumined  ' 
her   face.      **  Commit,   my    beloved  •  father -h 
commit  ^13  tnouldcribg  dust  to  the.^ni^ll^*!; 
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She  saidy  arose,  and  placed,  herself  beside  her 
mother  and  sister.  £ve  find  her  daughters 
covered  their  faces  ^ith  their  flowing  tresees^ 
while  Adam,  weeping,  wrapped  the  corpse  iq 
skiDSy  placed  it  in  the  grave,  and  threw  thq 
earth  upon  it*  "  Now, my  beloved  wife!  now 
my  dear  children  !"  said  he,  '<  let  us  address 
our  solemn  supplications  to  the  Most  H.igh; 
let  UB  kneel  around  the  grave/*  They  obeyed ; 
.  and  JEIiel  and  Josiah  knelt  beside  their  mother^ 
The  father  of  men,  folding  his  hands  op  his 
breast,  pronounced  this  prayer : 

"  Thou,  who  dwellest  in  the  highest  heaven, 
God  !  Creator !  whose  justice  £^nd  whose  mer^y 
are  alike,  in^nite  and  eternal ;  prostrate  before 
the  grave  of  the  first  dead,  we  sinners^  hum- 
bled in  the  dust,  address  our  supplications  to 
thee.  O  let  our  prayers  ascend  to  thy  throne^ 
fdeign  to  look  down  pn  this  va}e  of  death,  .this 
abode  of  sin.  Great  are  our  crimes,  but  Jitill 
greater  is  thy  eternal  mercy.  What  are  we^ 
impure. sinners,  before  thee!  And  yet  thou 
tnrnest  .not  thy  countenance  from  us.  V^e 
grojaauoderthe  misery  which  we  have,  brought 

I  6 
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upon  our  own  heads,  and  thou  lookest  down 
with  compassion  upon  our  distress.     Thou 
wilt  still  permit  us  to  offer  up  our  supplica- 
tions to  thee,  for  thou  has  not  abandoned  the  - 
si&ner.     Not  only  the  smiling  spring  and  tht 
serene  sky  proclaim  thy  praises  ;  thy  majesty 
is  announced  by  the  rolling  thundery  bursting 
from  the  black  clouds ;  the  howliing  tempest 
and  the  jarring  elements  proelaim  thy  power; 
Let  the  smile  of  joy,  let  the  tear  of  affliotie«>: 
prai^  thee !    We  have  seen  death,  that  cbfkl> 
of  sin;  in  a  hideous  form  he  has  visited  oav^ 
iiwelling;  guilt,  horrid  guilt,  led  him  by  the 
hand.    My  first-born-^my  soul  shudders !  my; 
ftrst^born  has  murdered  his  brother!     O  loffft^ 
liot  thy  countenance  from  me,  if  I  t^6ntwre*to 
supplicati^  for  the  offender.    O  my  God !  cast 
hinft  not  off  for  ever!    Look  down  upontbei 
sinnet,  that  his  soul  may  abhor  hrs  criftie,  that 
ht  may  bumble  himself  in  the  dust  before  thee^ 
M)l  with  tears  of  repentance  implore  thy  par«> 
doo.    Ajid  when,  overwhelmed  with  remorse? 
a^d  anguish,  he  supplicates  tky  forgivettess^ ' 
then,  O  God  1  deign  to  shed  a  beam  of  conso* 
latiou  iOi  bis  souL  .  1K,eject  not  1  O  Ahnigfaty 
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Father,  reject  not  my  petitioa !  I  have  M- 
filled  thy  command ;  the  eaftb,  moistened  with 
oor  tears,  covers  the  body  of  the  slain.  O 
listen  to  oar  prayer,  which  ascends  to  thee 
from  the  grave  of  the  first  who  has  returned  ta 
Us  parent  earth.  O  Lord,  hear  our  prayers  ! 
liear  vs,  when  in  the  sleepless  midnight  hour 
tliejr  Mcend  to  thee !  when  at  the  rising  and 
setting  of  the  sua  we  supplicate  thee  for 
hittrf— •Praise,  eternal  (tfaiae  be  to  thee  who 
hbt  tak€n  to  thyself  the  sotil  of  the  departed. 
Death  has  seised  his  iSrst  victim  ,*  like  him  we 
dudl  follow  each  other  to  the  silent  grave,  to 
immortality.  Othou!  whose  nod  created  the 
hevreBty  and  at  whose  oommaad  the  world 
rose  from  nothing  !  the  heavens  and  tiie  earth 
shall  pass  away,  but  thon  art  eternal  !  Wc 
dirdl  is  bodies  of  dust,  and  this  dust  shall  be 
dissolved ;  but  thou  art  unchangeable.  Thon 
wilt  bestow  eternal  bitss  on  the  repentant  sin* 
ocTi  ori  him  who  mourns  because  his  virtue  ii 
so  inadequate  to  his  wishes,  because  it  is  still 
sttUied.  by  human  frailties.  Such  thou  wiU- 
gather  from  the  dust,  thou  wilt  elevate  them  ' 
toftermdrfaftppiness,  to  purity,  angelicfiNivity:!:! 


I 


l«i:  THE  DEATH  OF  ABEL. 


— . », 


-•^« 


Adam's  Prayer. 


for-^Oh !  cheering  promise!  the  seed  of  the 
woAiati  shall  crush  the  serpent's  head  !  Rejoice, 
O  earth  !  praise  him  all  nature!  We  will 
glorify  his  name,  even  when  overwhelmed  by 
the  weight-  of  misfortune.  Man  has  fallen — » 
Oh!  how  is  he  fallen  from  the  originaldignityof 
his  nature ! — but  God  has  not  cast  him  off  for 
ever,  and  even  in  his  judgments  he  remem- 
bers mercy.  He  fell— ^he,  whom  the  Almtgbty 
created  perfect;  and  after  his  fatal  trangres-f 
slon,the  sinner;  trembling  before  his'Maker^ 
awaited/in  ufispeakable  anguish,  the  sent^ne^ 
of  an  eternal  curse,  and  everlasting  punish* 
ment.  What  less  could  he  expect  t  Bnt  all 
Inature  celebrates  the  great,  the  glorious  mys- 
tery, that  he  should  crush  the  serpent's  head  ; 
though  it  h  true,  this  gracious  promise  of  the 
great  atonement  is  yet  enveloped  in  a  sacred 
obscurity,  impenetrable  to  every  created  being. 
Shall  We  then  profanely  mourn  in  thedust/if  the 
dream  of  life  be  chequered  with  joy  and  afSie- 
tion,  till  the  soul  is  freed  from  the  fetters  of  mor- 
tality ?  Then  those  who,  while  clothed  in  dust, 
pursued  the  paths  of  virtxie,  and  loved  God^  who* 
by  bid  infinite  goodness  and.  the  woodc^f^  of 
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his  grace,  kindled  iu  their  hearts  the  sacred 
flame,  shall  assemble  in  the  abodes  of  bliss. 
My  prophetic  eye  penetrates  the  sacred  veil  of 
futurity;  I  see  those  whom  death  has  removed 
from  the  earth,  a  countless  multitude,  pure  as, 
the  flames  of  the  celestial  attars.  -  They  are 
mingled  with  hosts  of  angels,  and  are  engage^ 
in  chanting  incessant  hymns  of  praise  before 
the  throne  of  the  Eternal.  Oh !  how  is  my 
soul  elevated  ;  my  spirit  experiences  raptures 
naknown  before.  Praise  be  to  thy  infinity 
goodoessl  I  am  lost  in  sacred  transporty-; 
tiansport  which  I  can  only  feel  but  am  unable 
tomtter!" 

Adam  ceased  his  prayer,  but  long  cqnti-' 
nued  in-  silent  ecstasy,  while  his .  wjfe  and 
daughters  likewise  .remained  kneelipg  .in  mute 
devotion  round  .the  grave.  Nature  ^in  {^wful 
silence  hallowed  the  solemn  scene  r  and  not 
a  clQud  .parsed  across  the  azurp  expanse  of 
heaven. 

Evening  soon  approached,  accompapied 
iritb  cdloiy tranquillity.   Cajn,  agitatiedby^hprT 
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ror  and  remorse,  had  wandered  throug^k  the 
wilderness;  exhausted  with  fatigue,  he  cAst 
himself  upon  the  earth ;  add  fixing  his  ejes  ob 
the  rising  mom,  hi»  terrific  voice  resouuiM 
amidst  the  stillness  of  evening ;    ''  Yonder^ 
above    the  blacK:  bill,  the   full   moon,    saat- 
iffg  through  the  dusky  sky,  slifds  brightnatt 
aiid  tranquillity  aronnd.  Ail  beneath  the«lMT]ri 
irmameot  of  beavea   Weathes    silence   anil 
r^osie,   man  only  excepted ;    the    ^oiee  -^ 
mourning  and  lamentation  ascends  from  tbdf 
dwellings.  I, — wretch  that  I  am-^bave  brouglil 
UTtsery  into  tfaeir  habitations.    Those  ajcgbsi 
those  groans  that  pierce  the  nocturnal  air,  call 
down  vengeance  on  me.    This  day — hear  it 
ye  stars  f  hear  it,  O  moon ;  tarn  still  more 
j)ale  and  hide  thy  beams — this  accursed  day, 
thy  sister  earth  has  drank  the  blood  of  tht 
first-slain — the  Mood  o{  my  brother,  sh^  by 
my  hand !   Oh  .^  hencefortb  withhold  from  mt 
your  genial  influence:  withhold  it  from  A§ 
field  1  cultivate,  and  the  ground  on  whvob  I 
tread  !   I  have  murdered  my  brother ! — con- 
ceal |be!  gloomy  darkness ;  hide  mefrom  the 
eye  ofnature !  Shrouded  in  thy  6able  mantle  I 
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will  flae — flee  with  my  misery,  ^o  some  deso-. 
late  region  where  no  human  fooUstep  was  6yet 
impriiHed  on  *  the  monldering  grass,  I  will 
dwell  among  craggy  rocks,  distilling  putriid 
streunis  into  the  swampy  abode  of  loathsome 
lepliles ;  where  the  branches  of  lofty  trees^ 
thickly  interwoven  above  my  head,  the  retreat 
ef  birdis  of  prey,  intercept  the  light  of  heaven* 
There  will  I  pass  my  days  amidst  solitade,  an- 
gnisby  and  remorse.  When  sleep  seals  my 
faugaid  eyes,  haunted  by  images  of  horror,  I 
shall  behold  my  murdered  brother;  I  shall, 
lee  bis  mangled  head,  and  his  blood-stained 
locks*!'' 

Thus   Cain  poured   forth  his  lamenitations 
amidst  the  darkness  of  night.  He  ceased;  long 
he  remained  absorbed  in  silent  misery;  no 
hiid  of  night  interrupted  the  melancholy  still-j 
ntss;  a  gentle  murmur  only  floated  aroond., 
Shtiddering  he  gazed  on  the  landscape,  and 
eiclaimed:    "Mourn   for  me,  ye  hills!    ye.i 
groves,  mourn  for  me!  f  am  wretc*bed'»  inex-j 
pressiWy  ^Mretched — misery  like  minet  suf^Jji^^ 

■  ■  « 
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deserves  compassioD.  Mourn  for  me,  beaute- 
ous nature!  to  me,  alas !  no  longer  beauteous- 
Weep  for  me,  ye  silent  witnesses  of  the  pre- 
sence of  an  all-merciful  God ;  to  me  no  longer 
merciful — to  me  only  the  Eternal  Avenger  !'.\ 
He  paused,  and  again  began v'^  Ah!  I  can. 
now  weep ;  that  relief  was  before  denied  me« 
Flow — flow,  my  tears,  ye  precious  testimonies 
of  my  softened  misery ;  despair  is  converted 
into  plaintive  sorrow.  D^ign,  O  earth!  to 
receive  my  tears,  though  I  am  accursed  pa 
tliy  surface ;  refuse  hot  these  tokens  of  my 
inexpressible  misery ! — what  a  thought  rises 
within  my  bosom  ! — My  tears  flow  faster — 
Yes — now,  shrouded  in  the  veil  of  night,  I  will 
go  to  the  habitation  of  the  mota'ners ;  I  will 
once  more  see  and  bless  them — Bless  them  ! 
-^The  angry  winds  would  waft  the  intended 
blessings  from  my  lips ;  wretch  that  I  am  !  I^ 
cannot  bless  them  !  Yet  I  will  go — I  will  go 
and  bless  them  and  vyeep  over  them,  and  then 
—•ah!  and  then  tear  myself  from  them  for 
ever! — te^r  myself  from  thee,  Mehala  I  and 
from,  my  beloved   infants  for  ever!"     Ago- 
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ny  interrupted  his  speech ;  he  was  silent,  and    ' 
proceeded  towards  the  cottages,  watering  the 
lonely  path  with  his  tears. 

He  now  passed  by  a  verdant  bower,  planted 
by  his  mnrdered  brother  on  the  gentle  decli- 
vity of  the  hill.  '*  Flourish/'  said  he,  when 
he  had  completed  it,  "  flourish  and  spread  a 
soft  refreshing  shade,  that  in  your  twilight 
succeeding  generations  may  relate — Here  Eve 
brought  forth  her  first-born;  here  with  tears 
of  joy  she  welcomed  him  into  the  world — him, 
the  first  comfort  of  her  solitary  days.  She 
called'  him  Cain  ;  she  hung  over  him  with 
unspeakable  rapture;  she  kissed  his  infant 
ched^s,  and  said,  '  I  have  received  a  man 
from  the  Lord.'  "  With  averted  face  the  murr 
derer  passed  the  spot ;  dews  of  anguish  trick- 
led from  his  brow,  and  his  trembling  limbs 
were  scarcely  able  to  support  their  burthen. — - 
Such  horror  seizes  the  wretch  who  presented 
poisoned  viands  to  his  father,  returning  faint 
and  hungry  from  the  field,  when  he  pasjses  by 
his  grave,  and  is  pursued  by  the  rustling  and  . 
the  fragra^it  perfumes,  of  the  garland  with 
which  his  duteous  sisters  have  entwined  theif 
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parentis  urn .-^Cain  had  amv  passed,  the  place, 
tfnd  approached  the  huts.  The  moon  sfaed  oq 
them  a  pale  light  through  the  thick  foliage  of 
the  over-arching  trees :  an  awful  silenoe  reigned 
around.  He  gazed,  and  wept,  and:  wrung-  Iris 
hands;  long  he  remained  silent;  ineiopressible 
anguish  racked  his  bosom,  as  he  sftood.  abujifc!*^ 
dering  amidst  the  dreary  stillnessv  **  How  si* 
letit,^'  he  at  length  exclaimed,  in  low  accents^ 
^^  is  the  voice  of  affliction!  But  h^*k — what 
sounds ! — are  they  not  sighs;  are  they  not  the 
groans  of  sleepless  anguish,  that  issue  from  the 
cottages  ?  Here — hidden  in  darkness,  and  pur- 
sued by  hell,  shudders  the  wretch  who  made 
you  the  abodes  of  sorrow,  who  has  chased 
from  yoQ  peace  and  every  social  delight.  And 
do  I  venture  to  breathe  the  air  pierced  by 
the  sighs  of  the  mourners;  dare  I  to  intrude 
on  the  spot  sanctified  by  the  sorrows  of  the 
pious,  by  sorrow  for  my  crime? — Flee>.  wretch ! 
— prdfane  not  the  sacred  place!-— Yes,  I  wiU. 
fleei— only  a  moment  longer  shall  my  despairing^ 
eyes  ga^  6n  you ;  permit  me — 'permit  a  wretchi. 
t  a  little  Iboffei^^hen  will  I  £(«e  ^ 


to  vteep  here  a  little  Ibogc 

Blessings,  eternal  bfe»ipgs  be  upon  ywj,  ye^ 
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Ah !  wretch !  Wilt  thou  profane  those  sacred 
names — names  that  express  the  softest  ties, 
the«o blest  seosations  of  the  human  heart  f  Oh! 
that  with  the  shades  of  night,  your  sorro^r 
oiig^t depart' from  you,  and,  uniting  itself  vith 
the  misery  I  already  feel,  accompany  me  in  my 
iNHideriags  through  the  earth,  cursed  for  my 
mke !  Oh!  that  you  could  for  ever  forget  him 

■ 

irfaoee  image  fiUs  ^our  soul  with  agony — Oh! 
thut.you  could  for  ever  forget  me!  Dreadful 
wish  of  es^treme  misery  !*' 

Cain,  concealed  in  the  dark  shade,  now  wept 
•anid  wrung:  his  trembling  hands,  when  he  heard 
thelFootsteps  of  some  one  slowly  approaching 
through  the  gloom.  A  cold  shivering,  like 
Ae-chilloess  of  death,  seized  his  soul;  he  at- 
tempted, but  in  vain,  to  flee,  and  sunk  power- 
Jen  among  the  bushes. 

TUraa  had,  durinrg  the  (melancholy  ni^ht, 
fanaken  her  solitary  conch.  Drowned  in  tears 
Ae  punned,  her  wayyand  seated-  herself  on  the 
dewytorf.  beside  the  grave.  Shewruirg  her 
haods,4aid^zed>wiih  .fi^ed<  eyes  on  the  stac-^ 
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toe^prinlcled  heavens ;   then,  "linking  on  (he 
grft¥e,  she  tnoi stened  the  fresb  earth  m^  her 
teavsv    "  HtrCy  here,"  she  cried,  "  my  peacse, 
fliy  every  joy  lie  buried:  here  beneath  this 
<earth>  which  drinks  my  teftrs^.    Alas  !  is  there 
no  rest,  no  relief  for  me  in  the  tearfal  houra:  of 
toight?  Ohi  flow  ye  tears!  my  heart  cao^expcfri- 
ence  no  other  relief  than  that  of  weeping  over 
his  grave,  than  that  of  sighing  away  the  tedi- 
ous hours  on  this  spot,  amidst  this  death4}ke 
silence.  It  is  true,' my  beloved  !  I  have  beheld  ^ 
thee  arrayed  in  heavenly  splendour!  But  can  I^ 
refrain  from  mourning  for  thee?  In  this  life 
of  sorrow  thou  art  torn  from  me  for  ever  t — 
My  grief  had  overpowered  my  senses  as  I  lay 
beside  the  dear  pledge  of  our  love;  refreshing 
sleep  had  sealed  his  eye-lids  ;  he  smiled  in  his 
slumbers,  ignorant,  alas!   of  the  miseriea  of 
mortality,  unconscious  of  the  loss  he  has  tus- 
tained.  In  vain  I  sought  repose  on  the  forlorn, 
conjugal  couch ;  dreary  solitude  and  restless  an- 
guish now  await  me  there,  where  in  thy  aims  I 
found  tenderestand  sweetest  rest.  They, alas! 
are  fled  for  ever-^-are  torn  from  me-^-<Oh|iiDi* 
«sery  iby the.hand.of  a  brother L Whtce isJiei^ 
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Where  is  the  wretch  ? — Whither  has  his  guiit 
iHriven  him  ? — O  God  of  mercy!  reject  not  my 
vdetit  prayer,  when  my  unwearied  supplica- 
tiods  ascend  to  thee  in  his  behalf.  O  reject  not 
Ills  repentance,  when,  humbled  in  the  dust,  he 
^  noarils  his  crime,  and  with  tears  implores  thy 
■forgiveness !" — Grief  and   emotion  here  de- 
*prived  her  of  utterance.  At  length,  raising  her 
'eyes  to  heaven,  she  continued  :  *'  How  often ! 
Oh!  how  often — thou  placid  moon!  wast  thou 
-the  silent  witnessof  our  endearments,  when  arm 
'    "in  awn  we  wandered  alone  in*  thy  silvery  twi- 
Ugbc,  while  his  dear  lips  taught  me  the  sacred 
precepts  of  virttie?  Here  now  lies  his  moulder- 
ing form ;   thy  melancholy  beam  illumes  his 
grave;  here  lies  his  father's  hope<^-his  mother's 
joy— here,  alas !  lies  my  Abel^ — my  husband  ?" 
Long  she  paused,  absorbed  in  deep,  in  silent 
sorrow ;  at  length  her  melancholy  eyes  wan^ 
dcred  over  the  still  landscape.     "  How- lovely 
-gleams  the  moon-light  on  yonder  bower !"  she 
exclaimed,  ^'.  what  cheering  reflection  pene- 
trates the  gloom  of  my  affliction — bright,  O 
moont  ag.   thy  beams   piercing,  through  the 
darkneas  of  iBigbt-  ..How  igleams  'the  hower 
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where  thcMi,  my  beloved  Abel,  embnioedtt  loe 
Aioidu  the  radi«at  twilight  of  eireniQg  1 '  What 
happiaess/  Midst  thoa,  pressing  aae  to  thy 
bosom,  white  tears  of  teademess  and  devptioQ 
bedewed  thy  cheeks — '  what  happiness  it  jb  to 
be  virtuous !  what  felicity  to  love  him,  fcoai 
wfaom  all  these  beauties  emanate  I  what  feli» 
city  when  all  our  actions  are  approved  by  Kir- 
roundiqg  angels!  What  pleasure  is  equal  to 
the  sensation  of  the  presence  of  God  in  tbii 
creation,  replete  with  beauties,  to  the  consci- 
ousness of  virtue,  which  draws  tears  of  trans- 
port from  our  eyes !  To  him  whose  life  is  de- 
voted to  the  practice  of  virtue,  death,  in  any 
form,  is  aot  terrible;  forwe  know, — O  God, 
how  inexpressible  is  thy  mercy  to  sinners  !r-^ 
that  the  immortal  soul,  separated  from  his 
iVail  habitation,  shall  ascend  to  the  regions  of 
everlasting  bliss.* — '  O  my  Thirza,' saidst  thou, 
pressing  me  more  ardently  to  thy  bosom,  *  if 
I  quit  this  habitation  of  dust,  if  I  attain  eter- 
nal happiness  before  thee,  weep  no  longer  over 
my  mouldering  relics  I  What  is  the  period  of 
life  allotted  thee  by  the  Creator,  compased^vnlb 
4bat  eteraityiin  iriiLch.ve  shall  enjoy  iogeth«r 
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Lttmrtttttoiu  of  ThiM  over  Abtrt*dl«v^ 

»9¥lhrMmdiDg  felicity!'  <  My  beIo^^'r|i^ 

plidl/ fclaspittg  thee  more  ferfedtly  in  my  e^ 

brate ; '  and  if  the  aogel  ot  death  should  scA^- 

mdn  me  first  from  the  dust,  mourn  not  lon^ 

over  my  Inanimate  corpse ;  we  shall  meet  be« 

yond  the  grave  in  the  abodes  of  eternal  bliss/ ' 

— O'sink  not,  my  soul,  beneath  the  weight  of 

thy  fhisery !  Reject  not  the  sublime  consola* 

tions'that  are  ofiered  thee^;  remember  €hy  im- 

nMtality,  afid  look  beyond  thy  present  afflic- 

iiofi,  fix  thy  steady  gaze  on  that  bliss,  which 

approaches  to  chase  the  gloomy,  the  varying 

scenes   of  mortal   life.     If,  indeed,  the  soul 

WAe  to  perish  when  the  body  sinlvs  into  dust 

^Oh!  whence  could  I  then  derive  consolation  ? 

I  ihouM  mourn  in  despair  over  thy  grave,  and 

mplore  the  Almighty  in  mercy  to  annihilate 

tie;  but  our  spirits  are  immortal.    No;  I  will 

Qt  ignobly  sink  beneath  the  weight  of  my 

itf  I  Ye  angels !  who,  unseen,  hover  aroAnd 

e,ye  shall  witness  my  efforts  to  conquer  my 

tVows— ^my  soul  is  immortal  like  yourselves. 

7  tears  ktill  flow !  O  flow,  ye  tears !  sacred  ' 

^U  inoithtering  dust,  who  is  gone  before  me 

W'Wgiori^of  cte^rtial'  bliss  T  Over  ihy.jgravej' 
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my  beloved! — my  tears  again  flow  faster! 
siak  aot|  my  sou]^  ioto  comfortless  sorroi 
<pver  thy  grave  will  I  raise  a  verdant  bo.i 
there  will  I  indulge  my  tears  sacred  to 
memory ;  there  will  I  pass  my  most  sol 
hours,  and  contemplate  in  holy  ecstasy 
moment  when  we  shall  be  re-united  to  par 
more!"  She  said^  and  rose  from  the  gr 
f*'Now,"  she  continued,  "  my  soul  hath  fc 
relief;  but — Oh!  horrid  thought ! — ^his  bro 
murdered  him!; — O  Almighty!"  she  ci 
sinking  again  on  her  knees,  '^  hear,  O. } 
my  supplications  ?  Let  the  sinner  find  me 
This,  my  fervent  prayer,  shall  ascend  to  tl 
when  the  star  of  evening  glows  amidst 
twilight,  and  at  the  ruddy  dawn  of  the  ri£ 
day !" 


In  the  mean  time  the  wretched  Cain 
trembling  in  the  thicket,  the  prey  of  agoniz 
despair.  "  I  will  flee  !"  he  exclaimed.  "  '. 
gone,  vile  wretch !  .away  from  this  sacred  sp 
Alas!  I  cannot  flee! — Crowd  not  around  i 
ye — O  ye  forms  of  hell,  suffier  me  to  escaf 
-rrSttffer^  me-^-suflfer  me  to  flee-r-'to  .fl^e  ^ 
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OD  heariiig  the  Lunentatioos  of  Thirza. 

the  Mcred  spot !  ye  iafernal  furies !  I  caonot 
ifCH-wretoh  that  I  am  !-^How  she  moal-ns ! — 
•ttdyetl  cftiinot  flee— ;Her  lamentations  cease. 
0  virtae,  virtue,  what  hopes,  what  consola- 
tioos,  axe  thine — by  me,  alas!  forfeited  for 
tier.  No  hope,  no  shadow  of  hope  vemains  for 
meiJ-— Now,  now  I  feel  the  full  extent -of  my 
wretchedness^ — torments — new  and  nameless 
torments.  Hell,  in  its  deepest  abysses,  knows 
Oot  torments  keener  than  mine. — She  prays — 
>h!  she  prays  for  me,  for  me  1 — and  dost  thou 
^t  hate  me,  dost  thou  not  curse  the  fratri- 
cide?— Unspeakable  goodness— O  what  do  I 
feel  at  this  bright  display  of  virtue !— *My  guilt 
•appears  more  horrible^  glQomy  and  black  as 
the  deep  caverns  at  the  entrance  of  hell!-— I 
-fed — T  feel  the  aggravated  lierrors  of  infernal 
tonnents,  of  agonizing  remorse! — And  thou 
prayest  for  me,  Thirza ! — Vain,  vain  are  thy 
'Applications.-— No;  God  cannot  listen  to 
^m^hc  is  just]— She  retires  from  the  gra*« 
^f  her  slaughtered  husband. — May  I — wretch 
'^t  I  am— dare  to  tread  the  same  path ;  rahy 
'  vienture  to  shed ' tears  of  inexpressible  an- 
f^h  on  her  footsteps.  No— begone— -jondec 
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AngvMli  of  Caib. 


Mttotky  gleaming  in  tAire  mo<Mi-light,  is  ins 
gtftttfl— away  from  the  sacred  8po« — Aeeyimiru 
derer!'' — Be  9akl,  and  sfaadderiag  retteaiied. 
fie  fled;  bfii  again  be  stood  still;  and  in 
desp^r,  wrmgi-ng  his  bands  bedewed  w<Hh 
tears,  be  Jexclaimed :  **  Oh !  I  cannot^-^I  casnot 
flee!  Ho^w  co«iid  I  leare  yon,  Meliala! — my 
^ildren ! — how  coirtd  I  forsake  you  for  e?er^ 
without  once  more  deploring  my  K^rirae  before 
yoo ;  without  humbling  myself  in  the  dust  at 
thy 'feet,  my  beloved!  Perhaps  thoa  mayeat 
sfa^d  tears  of  com^passion  for  me;  perliajK 
thou  mayest  bless  me !— But  how  can  I— ac- 
cused by  the  Almighty — how  can  I  expect 
Ifhy  Wessiiig !  Oh  !  hate  rae,  execrate  me ;  my 
crinfeS'deserve  it  1  Then  will  I  flee,  laden  with 
th6  t^irse  of  all  nature! — with  thy  maledic- 
ti6n  l^O  horror !  infernal,  inexpressible  hotrror ! 
"hd^  I  have  not  power  to  flee.  My  dearest 
trif^!' — my  beloved  children! — I  come  to 
Dlourn  my  guilt,  to  humble  myself  iti  the  dost 
before  you,  and  then — then  will  I  forsake  you 
for>eyer !"  Cain  now  passed  at  a  dtstance  fiom 
the  gmyt,  and  proceeded  towards  the  cottage. 
^He  approached  his  dwelling;  he  panged  aod 
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alKiddered.  Pale  as.  a  corpse,  be  loog  stood 
IrefnUing  without ;  till  at  let%gih^  with  fakev- 
mg  stcips,  he  passed  the  threshold. 

Mchalu  sat  by  the  pale  light  of  time  oiooo, 
bcnself  pale  as  the  moon  veiled  in  clouds  ;  she 
moarmad  aod  buBented  on  her  solitary  ccMic^h, 
aad  Iter  weeping  infants  were  sobbrng  around 
her.  She  beheld  her  hu&hand^  and,  ntteriag 
a  piercing  shriek,  sunh  senseless  on  the  bed  ; 
while  the  terrified  children  hastened  to  meet 
their  father,  and  grasped  bis  knees.  '*  Father, 
dear  father!  comfort  her,  comfort  our  poor 
mother  t  Alas!  what  affliction  has  come  upon 
oa!  How  wc  rejoice  to  see  thee  retuvaed,  far- 
ther! What  has  detained  thee  so  long?"-^<-, 
Tbos  ttamaaered  the  children,  dinging  around 
tbciv  father.  He  stood  shuddering  in  their 
nidst,  while  his  tears  flowed  in  streams  apoa 
them.  Orereome  with  ineicpressible  agoaj, 
he  was  unable  to  speak ;  he  sunk  in  the  dust 
at  the  feet  of  his  wife.  The  children  now  re- 
ckHiUed  their  cries;  Mehala  awoke,  and  be- 
held her  husband  at  her  feet,  moistening  the 
dast  with  his  tears.    *\0  Cmi\   CainT  sl^ 
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exdaiinedy  sobbing  aod  tearing  .  her 
Mehala,*'  replied  Cain,  with,  faltering  accents^ 
**  forgive  Qh !  forgive  me  !  if — wretch  and 
murderer  as  I  am. — I  presume  once  more  to 
weep^  to  humble  myself  in  the  dust  before 
thee.  Ob !  permit  me  this  last^  this  only  con-r 
solatioa  in  my  misery.  Now  accursed  by  God^ 
jHiTsned  by  inexpressible  torments,  I  will  flee 
♦-will  wander  a  fugitive  oa  the  earthv  Oh! 
curse  me  not — curse  not  thy  wretched  hus- 
band r'— '^  Cain  !  Cain  !*'  exclaimed  Mehala» 
in  a  tone  of  acutest  sorirow, ''  murderer  of  the 
best  of  brothers,  my  husband !  Oh  I  wretched,, 
wretched  Cain  ^  what  hast  thou  done  ?*  Cain 
raised  his  eyes  to  her,  and  with  a  look  expces- 
ftive  of  the  anguish. which  rent  his  hearty,  ex- 
clfiimed:  '^  Cursed  be  the  hour,  ia  whiqh  a 
dream  from  hell  deceived  mei  I  hoped,  alasl- 
to  residue  these  weeping  children  from  futpre^ 
misery,  and  slew  him. — accursed  be  the  bout — 
and  slew  my  virtuous  brother!  And  nowr— 
now  the  tormentsof  hell  will  for  ever  pursf^  m& 
for  the  horrid  deed  1  Forget  m^i  Mehala!  for-* 
gM  thy  husband }  Curse  me  nQt^  my  (jdoved 
wifel  O  curse  me  not!  Now  accursed  of  God» 
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Meliala  resolves  to  Accamphnj  her  Dosband. 

I  will  flee — flee  for  ever  from  thee,  from  my 
children !"  The  children  shrieked  around  him ; 
they  wrung  their  little  hands  over  their  curled 
heads,  and  Mehala  sunk  heside  him.  ^^  Re- 
ceive  these  tears,  receive  these  testimonies  of 
my  pity,"  said  she,  weeping  over  him ;  '^  thou 
wouldst  flee,  Cain, — wouldst  wander  alone 
through  the  solitary  earth !  Oh !  how  couid 
I  dwell  in  this  hut,  while  thou,  a  houseless 
fugitive,  wouldst  languish  in  the  solitude  of 
the  desert !  No,  Cain !  I  will  accompany  thee. 
how  could  I  sufler  thee  to  wander  forlorn  in 
th^  wilderness.  What  cruel  inquietude  would 
torment  me!  Would  not  every  melancholy 
tone  that  struck  my  ear,  fill  my  soul  with  an«- 
gtiish  and  terror !  '  Perhaps  it  is  he,'  should  I 
flay  to  myself;  f  perhaps  he  is  groaning,  help* 
less  and  forlorn,  in  the  agonies  of  death  ?'"  She 
said;  and  Cain,  gazing  on  her  with  mingled 
transport  and  surprise,  exclaimed :  **  O  God  !-t- 
what  do  I  hear  ?— It  is,  yes,  it  is  Mehala!  it  is 
not  the  delusion  of  a  dream — O  God  I;  what 
words! — No,  Mehala;  it  is  consolation  enough 
for  a  #retch  -like  me,  that  thou  dost  not  hat«, 
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Cain  and  his  Family  retire  to  desert  Regions. 


springy  filled  the  air.  ^'  Go,  generous  wife ;'' 
said  the  sweet  voice  of  some  invisible  spirit; 
*^  in  refreshing  dreams  I  will  inform  thy  mo< 
ther  of  thy  virtuous  resolution,  and  that  thou 
hast  accompanied  thy  penitei^t  husband  to 
implore  pardon  for  him  of  the  Jllmighty 
Judg*;"  ' 

They  now  passed  through  the  moon-light, 
often  pausing  to  look  back  and  weep;  and 
advanced  into  desolate  regions,  on  which  bad 
never  ^  yet  been  imprinted  the  footstepsu  of 
man. 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  MAN, 
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To  wing  the  imagination  to  realms  of  light.    WUtm, 
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PREFACE 


TO  Tm 


DEATH  OF  CAIN. 


Among  the  yarious.  methods  c^  coav* 
municating  instruction,  fictioii  stands 
pre-eminently  useful.  SonEia  o£  the  ol^st 
profane  writings  now  extant  are  con- 
veyed in  this  pleasing  form;  which 
^  seems  to  ^  have  been  employed  on  va-^ 
rious  occasions  by  the  inspired  penmen^ 
and  by  the  divine  Author  o#  our  rj&Kgion' 
himself  in  many  of  his  pi^rabotie  narra- 
tions.^* The  purest  writer,  it  is  well 
observed,  cannot  aspire  to  a  higher 
*^nction. 


ccvi  PREPAGB. 

-^TH6  afesign  of  this  little  work  dflgU 
ttdly  Was,  to  present  a  kind  of  countet- 

pdrt  lo  M.  Gessnfer'g  admired  *  Death  of 
Abet^^  by  exhibiting  Cain  as  the  subject 
of  repentance,  and  ^^pi ring  in  peace,  re- 
lying on  the  promise  of  a  Mediator  y^t 
to  come.  Conscious  of  following  that 
esteemed  writer  with  unequal  steps,  the 
Author  of  the  present  little  volume  of- 
fered it  with  diffidence  to  the  tribunal 
of  a  discerning  public:  and  the  flatter- 
ing reception  of  three  former  impressions 
demands  a  grateful  acknowledgment. 

With  regard  to  the  present  edition,  it 
may  be  proper  to  state,  that  the  whole 
has  been  carefully  revised ;  and  in  order 
to  render  it  more  worthy  of  acceptance, 
an  introductory  historical  sketch  is  pre- 
fixed, of  the  events  that  passed  in  the 
world  previously  to  the  death  of  Abel. 
The   materials   of   this  are,   of  course, 


FRSFAC& 


CCVtt 


<lrawn  &om  the  volume  of  inspiration—* 
the -only  authentic  deposit  of  the  early 
Ustory  of  this  our  earth ;  and  such  elu- 
cidations are  interwoven  as,  we  trust, 
will  excite  in  juvenile  minds  a  desire  in- 
dividualfy  to  become  better  acquaii»^ 
with  the  Sacred  Records. 
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THE 


INTRODUCTION : 


COMPRISING 


•^  f^iew  of  the  principal  Events  in  the  History 
of  Man,  from  the  Creation  nntil  the  Death  of 
Abel. 


IF  to  trace  the  origia  of  particular  nations; 
"^■"^if  to  mark  and  to  account  for  the  rise  and 
l^rogress  of  empire^  to  delineate  the  revolu- 
tions of  states,  and  to  unfold  the  discovery  of 
^ew  worlds,  be  an  interesting,  pleasant,  and 
Useful  exercise   of   the   human   mind ;    how 
^tnusing  (a  late  ingenious  writer  has  remark* 
^d),  how  interesting  and  instructive  must  it 
^  to  trace  human  nature  up  to  its  source ! 
Placed,  as  it  were,  beneath  the  throne  of  God, 
^t  is  pleasing  to  observe  how  the  heavens  atid 
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the  earth  took  their  heginning;  to  discover 
by  what  means  this  globe  was  first  peopled, 
and  how  it  continues  to  be  filled  with  men.'' 

We  commence  then,  where  this  material 
World  i^ielf  began,  with  the  Cbeatiok. 
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SECTION  L 

the  Creation  of  the  World  and  of  Man* 

^^  In  the  beginning  God  created  the  heaven 
fid  the  earthf*  (Gen.  i.  \.)  "  In  the  hegin-^ 
ing/* — that  is,  of  time  and  things.  Thus  the 
us'red  penman  commences  his  account  of 
liogs.  While  some  uninspired  philosophers 
ave  perplexed  themselves  with  speculations 
Q  thq  eternity  of  matter,  he  goes  back  to  the 
)untain  of  existence;  and  with  majestic  sub- 
mity  introduces  us  to  the  earliest  period 
ben  time  began. — God, — "  The  foundation 
Fthis  vast  fabric  is  laid  in  an  adequate  cause, 
le  Almighty,  Nothing,  else  would  bear  it. 
Ian  if  he  attempt  to  find  an  adequate  cause 
)r  what  is,  to  the  overlooking  of  God,  shall 
ut  weary  himself  with  very  vanity*/*—"  Cre» 


•**  Expository  Discourses  on  the  Book  of  Genesis,"  by 
If'  Andrew  Fuller.    The  same  acute  writer  has  the  follow* 
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ated  the  heaven  atid  the  earth," — that  is,  tfieir 
substance,  not  ihe'ir  form.    For — "  the  earth  was 
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ing  remark :  *'  The  writer  makes  use  of  the  term  EloiiMf 
which  yet  is  joined  to  sing^uiar  verbs,  lliis  has  heen  ^ue- 
rally  thouciht  to  intimate  the  doctrine  of  ^  {^Inrcdity  in  the 
union  of  the  Godhead.  It  is  certain  the  scriptures  speak  of 
the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  concerned  in  the  creation 
as  well  9s  the  Father.  Nor  can  I,  on  any  other  supposition* 
affix  a  consistent  meaning  to  such  language  as  that  which 
aftehrards  occuK,  <  Let  us  make  man  in  our  imi^  iftot 
muf  likeness."  (Gca.  i.  26.) 

**Jnd  God  saidy  Let  us  make  mnn  in  OOR  image,  afhr 
OUR  AA0M«».^'— The  plural  is  not  here  used  for  the  siuguUr 
after  the  manntir  uf  modern  kings,  as  some  have  fondly  sup** 
posed.  It  were,  indeed,  absurd  to  suppose  that  God  should 
borrow  his  way  of  speaking  from  that  of  human  princes,  be- 
fore a  man  was  created  upon  the  earth.  The  scriptures  dd 
not  a(£ord  us  a  single  instance  of  a  sovereign's  speaj^ing.  ^ 
himself  only  in  the  plural  number,  we,  us,  our.  But  the 
plural  us  here  denotes  a  consultation  of  the  Divine  Persont, 
Qonceming  the  production  of  that  species  of  crtfttur^iy. 
which  wa«  to  be  the  mo^t  perfect  under  heaven. 

TheSe  observations  acquire  additional  strength,  from  a  ju- 
dicious comparison  of  other  passages  of  scripture.  We  wv- 
ncx  a  f^w,  for  the  sake  of  guarding  our  juvenile  readM 
against  prevalent  errors.  There  is  one  God,  "  the  Father 
(says  an  apostle)  of  wlutm  are  all  things,'*  {}  Cor.  viii.  6;) 
he  is  **  Lord  iff  heaven  and  earth,  (Matt.  xi.  25.)  "  God 
created  aU  things  «y  Jesut^  Christ,  (Gph.  iii.  9) ;  whoris  also 

Oed  the  fftsrdur  God,  (aa  in  John,  i.  I— 3> :  "in  the  fee-* 
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A 


jMJ£io«f  J^on»;''-^a«foaosi,  or  coi^fused  mass  ef 

«ad^h  ami  waler  covered  wuh  darkness, — "and 

Toidp^'T^withofit  eiUier  vegetables  to  furnish  it, 

•or  antOMJa  to  inhabit  it. — *'  Jnd  the  Spirit  ef 

God  moved  upon  the  maiers^"  (trer.  fi.) — ^Tbe 

viftd  as  jet  being  uniornied,  there  was  no  air! 

but  the  Spirit  of  God  moved,  or  rather  (^  tl:|e 

orijgiaal  word  imparts)  sat  brooding  upon  this 

abyss,  to  prepare  it  £or  the  intended  sQpani- 

tion  of  earth  and  water,  and  for  the  produc*- 

tion  of  vegetarUes  and  aninals, — ^To  tbi«  our 

imnortal  bard  thus  refers : 


*<  And  chiefly  thuu,  O  SnitiT,  tiuit- 


— — With  mig^hty  wings  outspread. 
Dove-like,  $ati*^t  btvod'mg  on  the  vast  abyss 
And  mad'st  it  prc^ant."— -— — — 

Par:  I^t,  book  i.  v«r.  17,  ^0— 24. 

The  promiscooas  miscellany  of  at<Mns  hears 
ftsi  obeys  tfee  comtnand  of  the  Almighty  Ar- 
Aitect : — 

*^And  God  said,  Let  there  be  light,  and  there 


IB^amg  was  the  ff^d,  aud  the  word  was  with  God,  and  the 
Word  was  God,~^l\  things  were  made  by  him  ;  and  without 
^'ffl  was  not  any  thinj^  made  that  was  made."  (Compare 
*^, Col.  X.  16,  and  Prov.  viii.  JW— 30)  "  By  his  S/^irit 
*»  hath  garnished  the  heavens,**  (Job,xxvi.  13.)  "  Ail  their 
^ts  were  made  by  the  Spirit  of  bis  mouth.*'.  (PsaJI:.  x^tJuii. 
6  i  and  compare  civ.  30.) 


0G3tir  INTB0&DCT1ON. 


iigtu/"  {ver.  ^.)— Nothing  «f  Iuhdai 
iM)t0po9itioii  can  equal  the  subliraity^of  <ihii 
passage;  which  it  is  impossible  to  read  withcNi 
feeling  sentiments'of  awful  veQeration,orto  ooq 
template  without  astonishment.  *'  He  spmtka 
^and  His  done;  he  commands,  and  it  stands  faa^ 

M^Indistingnishable  darkness  sat  brooding  apon 
"the^face  of  the  deep  previoasly  to  the  com- 
fiiand,  '  Lf^  there  be  light. *-^The  word  wai 
given-— the  order  was  obeyed  in  the  same  is- 
stant,  and  there  was  light;  not  the  light  of  the 
sun  (which  was  created  afterwards),  bat ''a 
flood  of  light  was  produced  on  the  first  day 
of  creation ;  and  on  the  foj^rth  it  was  collected 
and  formed  into  distant  bodies.  And  though 
these  bodies,  when  made,  were  to  rule  day  and 
night;  yet  prior  to  this,  day  and  night  were 
ruled  by  the  Creator's  so  disposing  of  the 
light  and  darkness  as  to  divide  them."  (God 
saw  tlie  light  that  it  was  goody  and  God  divided 
the  light  from  the  darkness^  ver.  4.)  "  That 
which  was  afterwards  done  ordinarily  by  the 
sun,  was  now  done  extraordinarily  by  the  divi- 
sion of  darkness  and  light*".'' 

■" ■  '■    ■'  ■  III  ■■  11  III  ;  r 

*  Fuller,  p.  4. 


'•^^uchtras  the  first  4ay's  work  cKK.elreifttion. 
Od  the  three  following  days  inantfliatethiags 
were  madie;  the  boundaries  of  earth  and  hea- 
ven, of  land  and  sea,  were  fixed ;— ihs  d^vi- 
siOQ  of  seasons  took  place;  the  planets  were 
established;  the  earth  smiled  with  variegated 
verdnre. — On  the  fifth .  day,  the  economy, 
bounty,  and  wisdom  of  Providence  were  ipig- 
naUy  displayed  in  the  formation  of  animals, 
which  received  every  thing  necessary  to  the 
perfection  of  their  natures,  from  that  absolute 
will,  which  operates  by  its  own  power  on  every 
thing  that  it  pleases.  Every  thing  animate 
and  inanimate  exhibited  •  the  workmanship  of 
the  divine  hand ; — ''And  God  saw  thttt  it  wa$ 
good.'' — 

The  Creator  having  thus  called  into. exis- 
tence all  the  varied  parts. of.  creation, . now 
proceeded  to  form  man.  .  Hitherto  he  had 
Baid,  "  Let  it  be,"  and ,  whatsoever  he.  willed, 
came  into  being,  whether  light  or  darkness— 
'earth  or  sea — verdant  plants  or  animated  na- 
ture. But  now  the  language  of  inspiration 
changes — man,  immortal  man  is  to  be  formed, 
^od  a  special  council,  as  it  were,  is  to   be 


ff^lliMfylikM^i  -^':Ani ih4 tsM, Xdf  M IMite ^ 
liM'f ifilMir AiM^es  tf^bye  ^iMm^;'  ^md'U 

dmlHk^fmt^^ Oie^i^,  aild dt^  the  tatHtymt' 
wn*  all  the  earth,  and  over  ever^'ii^t^ngtkimg 
thai  creepeth  upon  the  earth.  So  God  created 
miktMkh  mn  imtige,  in  the  image  of  Oei  tfe- 
dfU  kS  Mm  f  iikale  andfenmh  etettted  he  ihem  f 
^i^^Mttyiht  male  and  thefimak,  ke  ctmM 
ihem ;  that  i^^  he  created  them  both,  ueit  ^liii 
naale  only,  bat  the  fetnate  also^  (GeD.  i.  26, 

*    ^/\; .  '  '    '    ■  V       "         ■  'i    ■»-•      ^    »  • 

Me»  of  KS&fniovm  tempers,  trfaoare  eager^^ 
be  trise  above  what  is  writteo,  have  seiasel' 
with  avidity  on  this  part  of  sacred  #i«t, 
thinking  to  discover  inconsistency  in  the  at* 
<$t>«nt  given  as  by  Moses.  Their  cavils,  how- 
^QT,  h&  before  the  torch  of  truth,  when  it 
iS  cotteidc^red  Aat  the  inspired  penman  iu^ 
&rntas  us,  God  created  woman  as  w^ll  as  Mm 
tm  the  eixfth  d&y.  He  does  not  tell  as  ihM 
God  crealied  both  at  the  same  instant,  wBfr  in 
the  same  manner;  but  he  here  <Gen.  i.  26>  9?f) 


mAi 


*'  See  Hm  note  on  pa^e  ccxH. 


is^lli^al^  ia  g€iiieral  that  God  nfuie  li^tk  |he 
fliille.fipd  femle  wUbui^  the  tii^e  of  <4MaAt|rt|i 
dmr,  juMjt  lU'termrds  (chap,  ii.)  cwclmks-  tbi* 
mmxi^y^^  by  .a  more  particvUr  accomit  of  ilia 
<}nialioo  of  woraan. 

Tba  aabject  h  of  peculiar  laterest  to  m,  the 
jfltjBgndftiiirft  of  this  firat  pair,  jtiet  ug  hriefljf 
onriiew  the  lea^og  circunpataocief  of  dbeir 
oaatKHiw—  ^ 

Many  haye  hisen  the  coDJect«res  of  idgeni* 
W  uieDy.as  to  the  nature  of  the  divine  ima^, 
llcie  are  foreigp  to  oar  purpose  to  coitsider. 
1W  iai^ge  of  Qp4  ib  partly  natural  and  partly  i 
QH>i:^ ;  and  man  Was  made  aftex  both.    The 
bryier  consisted  in  reason,  by  which  he  waa' 
fitied  for  dominion  over  the  creatures;  the 
Ittttr,  in  righieousnesi  and  true  holiness,  by 
which  he  was  fitted  for  communion  with  his . 
Cjieiior.   Th^  figure  pf  bis  body,  by  which^he 
^  distinguished   from  at)  other  cretitures, 
vss  iA  emblem  of  his  mind :  ''  God  made 
««ai^g*«*." 

*FiiUer*8  Di^ourses,  vol.  i.  p.  13. 
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The  Lord  God  having  formed  man  of  the 
dost  of  the  ground,  placed  hioi  in  the  beanti- 
fal  gardeti'of  Eden,  or  Paradise^  which  be 
Wtf^  to 'dress  olr  Iceep ;  atid,  Adath  beiiig  now 
the  only  creature  without  a  companion,  Grod 
caused  a  deep  sleep  to  fall  on  him  ;  and,  while 
he  slept,  took  06 1  dne  of  his  rib$,  dosing  up 
tl^e  fk»k  iagaih,  and  made  it  into  a  'wonMitt, 
Whoih  he  brought  unto  him.  Scaredy^b^ 
Adaili  aiwblce  from  his  slumbers,  when  he  ^fUfi^ 
ceived  what  God  had  thus  wroughtV^  aiid, 
tbotigh  that  paft  of  his  side,  whence  UM' 'KM 
b^^  taken,  was  now  closed,  he  compr^be^cted 
the  design  of  his  Creator,  He  instatitly'td*- 
ceived  (in  affectionate  regard  for  this  •hitf"fyt- 
low  being,  whom  he  called  woman,  (Geiil'ii. 
23.)  Adam  loved  Eve,  the  mother  of  aH^e 
living,  wbbse  heart  responded  to  his  kelnti-^ 
roents;  yet  this  pure  love  was  perfect  only 
during  the  short  duration  of  their  state  of  in* 
nocence.  How  oft,  alas !  have  the^  bonds  of 
marriage,  which  the  Sovereign  Creator  de- 
signed to  unite  the  hearts  of  the  contracting 
parties,  proved  the  fertile  sources  of  dislike 
and  domestic  dissentions ! 
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^,7rN*  1^^^  these  blessed  fairoucUe^  of  He^-i 
v€in  in   Paradise.    The  seasons.. there  being 

moderate — the    climate    iserene — ^surrounded 

,■••••• 

with  every  thing  that  ooald  recreiite  the  eje- 

or  gratify  the  senses— they  had  no  occasion 

to  defend  themselves  against,  the  ipdemefijcies^ 

of  ^be.  weather;  and,  as  all  the  motions  .of 

t))^jr  bodies  were  in   perfect .  subjection,  to 

their  >wiU  (as  that  was  entirely  aoibjecC^d  to 

t^e  Divine  will),  they  stood  in  no  need  of 

fj^fhipg.    *^  They  were  both  uakei,  and  were 

^y^jfujhamtd'*    Critics  have  needlessly  per- 

(ijj^;;^:  Uiemselves  concerning  this   passage. 

I^bameis  the  concomitant  of  guilt:  they. were 

gfiCQQscjous  of  guilt.    And  if  our  mind  expe- 

ijifliqes  any  difficulty  in  understanding  this 

{tftfjl  of  sacred  history,  it  is  .because  our  judg- 

Vt^nts  have  become  depraved  since  the  fall^ 

Vid  we  h^ve  alike  lost  both  the  ideas  of  true 

HojieBty  and  those  of  ttue  glory* 


M-. 
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SECTION  n. 

TA^  Fail  of  jitlam  and  Eve. 
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.  This  l^^fi^iDcis^  of. ,ovr  fir^t  parents  wa^  of 
s\ior%  djax^ijuQUf  We  t^luctantly  arrive  at  that 
ay«£^l  r^ypI»tif>o^  ^'  which  brought. de^tjl;^^iiito 
tbjB  iRrorld  mhI  «bl11  oqr  woe/'  Their  hi^tor^ 
uow  hecoiQ^s  blended  witb  that  of  the  ip^^jgf 
Uf^Lajt,  prince  of  t)ie  power  of  the  air>  whom^the 
scri^ures  elsfsiybere  t^rm  sqtan,  the  devil,  ^d 
His  agents,  spiritual  wickednesses  in  k6a^e«Jk 
plaees.  The  circuin9|tances  of  this  transacti9n 
are  chiefly  these:  . 

God  bad  said — *'  Ofexery  tree  ofthegafdin 
thou  mayst  freely  eat ;  but  of  the  tree  of  the 
knowledge  of  good  and  evil  thou  shalt  not  eat  y 
>it :  for  in  the  day  that  thou  eatest  thereof  thou 
shalt  surely  die'' — What  the  nature  of  thii 
tree  was,  it  is  of  little  moment  now  for  us  to 
kuow :  whatever  might  have  been  the  reason 
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of  its  being  th^s  called,  it  was  the  doij  ome  in 
the  whole  gardeni  of  Paradise,  ^bose  frdit  was 
prohibited  to  our  first-  parents.  It  Was  de- 
signed for  the  probation  of  man.  If,  from-  a 
principle  of  love  to  God,  he  regarded  the  pro- 
bationary preceptybe  Was  to  acc^nir^  the  full 
knowledge  of  ai^  the  gobditttiend^  bim ;  but, 
if  he  was  disobedient,  hewte  to  b(s  dbobi^d  to 
th6  greatest   calamity,  the  es^ttfeme  iftvil  of 

Whfcli'  he  was^  to  k now'  by  expefiAii^.  ' 

•  .•  .*  ^  1  ■  . 

'  i^kiSain  fh^D^  obsi^rvin^  tbl^  0e^|i«tlt  to^be  n 
dr^fdre  endued  V^ith  p^ulfar  itogiadnyy  tfe- 
l€^Ss^  it:  as  th^  instinhbent  of  sedaiction.  In 
mfer  fo  ^redder  sttspected  the  divine  prohibit 
ftdti,<lje  feignfed  }gndra6ce  tha%  God  had<  given 
lA^'frei*  viii  6(  a^  tSke  Other  ti«te  in  the;  gfti(- 
flibl  "'FeArrag  a  repuFs^  iVom  the  superior 
firntoe'ss  and  discernmebt  of  Ad^aA,  be  watbhes 
for  and  finds  the  unhappy  moment  when  the 
woman,  being  separated  from  her  husband, 
oppbsed  t6  his  Wi'les  infe#ifdr  f^weH  of  reason 
and  of  intdUgeh^cei,  with  *gf enter  softness  and 
plianf^.  He'  addres^s  bhnlielf  to  a  principle 
in  her  nature,  the  immoderate  indttlgence  of 
which  has  proved  fatal  to  so  ttiany  thousands 

l3 
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of  her  ^iiglUers — curiosity;  cariosity,  the  hv- 
vestigator  pt:  truth,  the  mother  of  invedtioo; 
curiosity^  the.  prompter  to  rashnese,  the  p«ent 
bjTdaDger,  the  guide  to  ruin*/" 

The  deceiver  having  gained  the  attention  o£^ 
our  common  mother,  excites  her^  too  success'- 
, fully,  first  to  doabt,.aQd  then  to  reason  in  the 
face  of  a  positive  command. — ^*  Yea,f'  said 
he,  '^  hath  Opd  said,  '  Ye  shall,  not  eat  o£ 
every  tree  of  the  garden  P  "  Or  (as  the  genius 
of  thet  saored-  laognage  will  also  admit  of  .:fhe 

'  '  .        ■         '  •  ""  '  *       ,       » 

passage  being  rendered,  thus)^  ''  WhaUuihlO'e 

then  any  tree  in  the  garden  0/ which  ye  are  tut 

permitted  to  eat  f* — "  And   the  viromah  said 

•n,        unto  the  serpent, '  We  may  eat  of  the  fruit  of 

'  ^  N   the  trees  of  the  garden :  but  of  the  fruit  of  the 

'^:  .tree  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  garden,  God 

\ihdth  said.  Ye  shall  not  eat  of  it,,  lest  ye  dlou'  '^ 

(Gen*  iii.  £ — *•) 

'/  And  the  serpent  said  unto  the  womad.  Ye 
shall  not  snrely  die/^  Satan  then  suggesteJu) 
Eye,  that  jealousy  was  the  Creator's  only  ni6^ 


*  Hunter's  Sacred  Biogrftf>by«  voL  !.  p.  20.   ■  '  ' 


1 NTRODUCTION.  ccxxiii 

live  for  issuing  the  prohibition  he  had  given  : 
that  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good 
and  evil  possesseii  the  virtue  of  comniunicat- 
iog  universal  knowledge  to  every  one  who 
should  partake  of  it ;  and  that  God,  not  brook- 
ing (so  to  speak)  to  have  an  equal,  had  re- 
served to  himself  this  privilege. 

The  tempter  succeeded  in  engaging  her  to 
fix  her  eyes  on  the  fruit :  it  seemed  agreeable 
t0  the  sight — "  she  saw  that  the  tree  was 
good  for  food,  and  that  it  was  pleasant  to  tlie 
eyes;"  and  thence  inferred  that  it  must  be 
equally  grateful  to  the  palate.  How  soon  is 
refUfOQ  deceived^  when  the  ^enses  are  seduced! 
Oujr  first  parents  were  innocent,  but  they  were 
ffUj  though  confined :  tbeir  liberty  consisted 
in  suspending  their  judgment  uqtil  the^  had 
surveyed  every  object  in  all  its  bearings.  But 
the  idea  of  knowing  good  and  evil — of  becom- 
iDg  like,  unto  God,  or  at  least  unto  the  angels 
-«tand  thus  of  changing  a  present  state  of  hap- 
piness (aUeady  confessedly  great  though  in  a 
state  of  subjection)  into  a  state  of  independent 
felicity — and  especially  the  .  deceitful  allure- 

ment  of  enjoying  a  present  pleasure — all  these 

L  4 


tarcma^tictB  fiifcd  the  soai  o££Y)e/  fihebe^ 
lwi(iiithTtrr]ptbhi))4ted  frait;  the  tigbtelkoittd 
dtesweT^H^tfestjdesupe  was^flaiiied-by  die  pv&* 
hfUtkifr';:^'  she  lookrdf  the  fruit  thereof  miA 
'^tsBLti'  Tbtriktng  Iveneli^  already  in:  fomtl^ 
sioil  of  that  chitnerieal  happiness^  witil:^iil3 
hope  of  possessing  which  Satan  Md  begniied 
ber^  she  thea  proceeds  to  invite  her  hnshaiid 
tb  partidip^t^  '^riiih  her.  -     v  i  - 

.The  «a6red  trrite^has  not  tnftyrmed:  m^ -by 
wliAt  tiBlgxiJOamts  Sv«  ptetatiled  apon  her^haig 
land  t6  piaft^  of  th^  forbidden  frart.  Btet 
w0  know  by  de^r  experien^^e,  that  tfa^  mp^% 
absurd  dl^cbt^ri^  appears  sensible;  and -tbut 
diesigti'd  the  m6idt  iniqukdufs  appcireiKily  8pr|% 
from  h  priaciple  of  justice^  when  they  cmiid 
proposed  to  tis  by  a  beloved  object— *-and<iiiefa 
Was  the  case  of  Adam :  be  suffered  himself  lo 
be  seduced  by  the  woman>  Whotn  he  oa^t  (o 
have  restrained :  he  yielded  to  the  persnasims 
of  a  person  to  whom  he  owed  defereAde  only 
86  long  as  she  was  subject  to  the  law  of  Gad. 
She  "  gave  also  to  her  husband  with  her  ^^aofl: 
he  did  eat.  Ahd  the  ejres  of  theriA'  botfr'WBftr' 
opened,  and  tjqi^y  knew  (that  i?/ le^f^^^^^ 


iMraumciioR. 

tkmt  Aey  fPUte  nakedw''*^  The  mik^imuf^^ 
ilMit  Jiodiet  wM  but  »tf  Mltfliiid'  i$mhltvk\^ 
tbe  ^DakedocM  of  their'  vonte »  f<lr  i  *tli^y  >-ircrii 
••w  itripped  «f  their  origltitil  xightecnM^^ii^ 
nHfjr  phit«ed  fig  leaves  togiltller  fand*  nade 
dKoiaeU^ii  girdles "^^  ..  i.u 

Shame  and  oonsoioiMBesa  o€  goiit  ale  the 
GOBeomitaiits  of  fliri.  Otir ^im  pafeMt  fi>e^ 
liaUj  hoped  to  conceal  themsehes  ftoai-  the 
dl-tetiiig:eje  of  God,  anioa^  the  trees  ^f  the 
gflideD«  ^^The  Lord  oaUed;  aato  Adatf ,  ^tmi 
fuH  iiiitb  hilar  '  Where  ait  thM  f^  AkMt'h^ 
imtf  i'heafd  thy  voice  In  the  garden  aa(L.i«aa 
afiafdi-l^cause  I  was  naked,  and  IhiH  Ay^^ 
Htf/  f^  f  Att^ jqpliUMbtidik  m  the  {Mat  of  Adaab 
MMoeB;  H^>  addft  ingtatitiide  to  diiiohi^dienee^l 
■wtidi:  reerimitiations  were  iliad»  between  crav 
OMOKMi  parents,  and  both  charge  tbeir<  fault 
iff^oii^  the  serpent;  but  theie  excases'-oiily 
senned  to  aggravate  their  crime*  A  totiJ'MVo>^ 

T"'      '  -  ■  - 

^^tiSiB  mi^t  %j^V  ^  d^ne  :  for  tbif  ttaVU  of  tb^  U Aiah 

4S^?»d^.  sufficiently  coACtt  p^^p<v|)^r  ^purppfft^ 
malungeven  aprons,  umbrellas,  aivi  bed  coverines.    The 

1.5 


eakfd  .mXKOOQOTION. 

3Bti«»iih)o:tbeiiu  outlaid  .circnaMtiAccir  aev 

>tX)ok  ^aai;:(Oorr^ap0iidiiig  wiih  that  inifXMl 

iQi»Qg&:that<llad  been  effected*.  Expelleid  irom 

ofae  Uiasful;  I  garden -^.Edea  (all  apftfoacKto 

wbieii  was  barred- by  (he  fktning  ^tWonUdf 

^oherubims^  '^  which  turned  every  wajE^  to. kMp 

the  way  of  the  tree  of  life''),  condemned  to 

toil  and  laboui^*— a  -  prey .  to.*  corrod  i  itg  carM?- 

tlieiviotiai'of  onteatrained  passions-— the^nb* 

^jeotof  paioisieknessy  and  diseases;  such  was 

Restate  of  tfae first  parents  of  the  buoiaQ  rade» 

Vety  With^jiid9iiieiit>  mercy  was  blended  ;.:a}- 

thoQgh^  the  woman  was  condemBed  to  ibikiig 

forth  in  sorrow,  yet  a  promise  ia  given^liot 

merely  of  a  numerous  offspring,  but  also  o£*a 

deliverer  who  should  ultimately  triumph  oftCf 

the  serpent.    ^*  I   will  put  enmity  betwem^ 

tbee'^  (the  serpent)  ''  aud  the  woman,  and  be^ 

tween  thy  seed  and  her  seed ;  it  shall  bruise 

thy  bead^  and   thou  shalt  bruise  bis  heeV*^ 

(GreiuMi.  l^y  i     . 


Thip  ^'  promise''  was  calculated  to  .  inspire 
some  degree  of  confidence  and  joy;  and  tbi^ 
alonev  It  should  seem,  laid  the  foundatioa  of 
what  religipn^^tbeve  was  in  the.  world  liU^die 


IMIRODaOZION.  ocBKdi 

4firil  of  Abraham^  that  Jn^  for  two  l  tbouaand 
'Jttr^.  Men  ;were  .eyideQdj&:taugktL];Qr  it  to 
'icKik 'forward  to- some  glofioua..DeliYei:^^i juotd 
^ to  fix  ibeir  faith  and  hope  oa  .bim; .  j  dll would 
be- altogether  absurd^  unwc^tfay  the  wisdom  of 
}lAie  Judge,  and  UD8uitabIe.tQ.the  sokoiliity  of 
fludi  a  'proceediogy  to  suppose  that,  the  words 
-aie.'to  be  literally  understood^  as  describing 
only  the  rooted   and  constant  ennaity.  wbioh 
shoiAd-  subsist  between  the  serpentine:  race  and 
ihei  posterity  of  4dani,.or  any  fiartvcular^  des- 
ttuxriioin  which  should  await  the,  brood  «f  sq:- 
.^Ms.v.  Our  first  parents  darived  from  ijt  the 
^<tfep6dtations  of  a  lledeemer,  who  should  raise 
'4hei]i  from  the  ruins  of  the  fall..   And  ^ccord- 
^iagly,.]K>b  sooner  ,was  the  sentence  prouoMnced^ 
*tfaea.Adam   named  his   wife    £v£,,  .i^cause 
fhei  would  be  '^.  the  n^otber  -of  all  living/'  inas- 
mneb,  as  a  life-giving.  Saviour  should  be  de- 
rived  from  bee.     Und^r  ihc  saipe.hppe  and 
confidence,  probably  of  redemption  through 
the    blood  of  the  Lamb  ("  the  -Lanib   slain 
fr^  the  foundation  of  the  world/*  Rev.  xiii. 
':^  Uiey. offered  ani,mals;4ia  saccifi<^^Jo  God^as 
'liaiatimeiii^t  for  sia^  pr  rather,  as  a  type  and 
•'tfephttAei^tivtion'of  the  ooe.^rand  expiatory  ob- 


amaH  HnWvCBSMft 

teii/ tlatHlhelild^  be  «iffieN«  ifr  llb*^^  Iff 
bf riliiiiii.filil^4lh«i«Hi«  of'  the  ami.  tiMi 
>sfMU'^e  M^Mnttt  ttt  tbe  «  coats  ^« 
Wli«revHth tl^#tite dotted?  AniaMb #e 
ib^ftlidftftif  ill^  ^ofjicMiAs  of  fodd ;  btit 
-thdfiMilMfg*  of  Alid's  ff6bk,«h«j|r  might  bl 
gMtitJ*^m  f^iby^jii  ob^«!lice  tb  Gdd 
^MrtSolfent,  tad  in  expectation  of  |>rtM 

*  We  dor  h&iei^i  theMott,  that  the  G 
wHb  thdt  prl&»ch(sd  tb  x^r  prb^nilbtk  it 
gdr^,  ^  that  trdni  this  intithatidti;  ho^ 
bb^bti^y  they  derived  hope  and  cdnsbli 
But  #li^tfever  thef  irii^ht  understand  1 
we  hehbld  in  it  a  descriptioti  of  odr  ^ri 
W^y&k^t,  tff  his  inbarnfttion,  siifibHtrgt 
tntim))li.  We  fikei^ise  learn  froiii  it, 
ihust'  b6  tiie  character  lind  experience  c 
people:  thiey  mtiist  <^ppo'se  the  ^ame  ^ 
My,  which  their  ifaaister  combatted,  ^tii 
pebt  io  sutEer,  like  httn,  in  the  saihe  Hh 
^onflief ;  but  they  majr  also  exult  id  the 
persuasion  that  tliey  shall  partake  of  hli 
lory,  Md' ttiat  '^  tUi  6od  of  pbace  chilli  I 
Satdii  uJidisitiU^^ilet  shortly;"  (Rom.  xVi 


«• 
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%09^'  in  41)19  shbn  S4?ntjeiice|{i*  <0(>ttlidiin«d')thje 
hfetoiy  of  Christ  atid'of  brsdhawth)  ttrtd  of 
ifal^  priitcipal  evenl;f»  which  shall'iake  ']plabeiiii 
Ihe  world  to  the  eiid  df  time*.  ^     ;*',■  v  -i^rivi 

:■'"  •     ^  • >:  fj^jfli 

•  Christidn  Guardian,,  V61,  ki^;l  4.* 

•:/  •  '•■'-'■■..:  fr.Ti-: 

•.■-•..;      .'> ..  ■»^'^^ 
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SECTION  III. 


The  Birth  of  Cain  and  Abeh 


I)  >jMoses vhfTs  not  specified  the  place  of -our 
.first  parents*  exile.  From  the  circumstanq^  of 
t,iie.^iiiiDg  sword  being  placed  at  the  eojif  jgt 
die  garden  of  Ed^i,  we  only  know  tbat  th^y 
journeyed  towards  that  quarter  of  the  gloW: 
nor  at  this  distance  of  time^  would  it  be:  WQfih 
the  reader's  while  to  peruse  the  specuktji^E^ 
of  ingenious  critics^  or  the  fabulous  narraiiy^ 
of  the  Jewish  rabbins^  or  of  the  supersliti<)iii9 
Mahommedan  doctors.  .    m, 

*  ■  '  ■  .  ■    .    •  :» 

Where  infinite  wisdom  appointed  their  h^r 
bitation,  there  questionless  they  tarried';  jaiod 
at  this  spot  it  was^  that,  in  process  of  time, 
Adani  became  a  father ;  and  enjoy^ed  -f  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  the  blessing  wtiiic^.  )(2^ 
pronounced  upon  him  in  his  better  state^  not- 
withstanding bis  apo^acy^  taking  eSevU — Be- 


INVJIODUCDiDliiR !  QOMxi 

bold  the  first  parents  of  mankind  exulting  in 
affections  unknown,  unfeh  before ;  exulting  in 
this  fresh  proof  that  God  had  not  forgotten 
to  be  gracious.  ^Behold  the  'nuptial  tie 
strengthened  and  confirmed ;  the  voice  of  up- 
braiding is  turned  into  the  language  of  gratu- 
lation,  complacency,  and  love*." 

Among  the  dire  consequences  that  reslrited 
fipom  the  fall  of  oar  first  parents^  wasi  tfafl«, 
imittdy,  that  having  themselves  become  goUty, 
tMjr  beeame  the  progenitors  of  a  guilty  poa- 
tcility.  The  tragical  conduct  of  one.  brother 
t6#ards'  i^nother  (which  we  have  speedily  to 
teeor4)  affords  a  melancholy  proof. of  the 
tlrttth-of  this  observation.  Alas!  it  was  not 
the  last  time  that  children,  whose  birth  has 
occasioned  transports  of  joy  to  the  authors  of 
their  ex i6tence,vj[iave  proved  to  be  the  source 
e£  anxious  caresjijuid  have  embittered  the 
whole  of  their  lives. 

'-"As  daon  ,as  the  infant  was  born,  .^  I.  have 
^te&  a  mart',  from  the  Lord,-'  exclaimed  the 

■  *iluDter'sS(aei^dJBIngpA|»by>.>Ti>lv^p^^  ,    .., 


joytttn  inotfa^f;  6r  rather,  "  I  have  gotten  tke 
man  from  the  Lord/'  as  the  original  may  «ilMy 
be  rendered.  And  she  called  him  Cain  (which 
signifies  pdissession),  fondly  hoping  that  this 
sbti  might  prove  the  seedt>f  the  woman  who 
was  to  bruise  the  serpent's  head. 

When  our  imagination  is  powerfully  im*' 
prMsed  by  My  great  6bj^6t,  We  eMily  -per- 
«vidde' tinrselves  that  ev^ry  one  dee  Aitisfl'  bt 
struck  in  like  manner.  Such  appears  to  1swt 
been  Ev«*s  state  of  mind  on  this  intctedlklj^ 
occasion ;  but  she  was  greatly  mistaken  itr^Mr 
fond  prospects  of  fuinrity,  for  holy  wl'tt  fM 
expressly  asserted  that  Cain  '^  was  of  that 
wicked  dne>''— "  the  devil/'  who  "  sidMfh 
from  the  beginning/'  (1  John,  iii.  8, 12.)  Thttt 
i^,  he  introduced  sin  into  the  creation  of  €rod) 
ahd  still  continues  to  promote  it  to  the  nf^ 
most,  by  his  powerful  influence  in  tempting 
mankind  to  sin. 

"  And  she  again  bare  his  brother/'  who  wa 
called  Abel. — Various  reasons  have  been  as 
signed  for  his  name,  according  to  the  diff 
rent  translations  which  have  been  given  q[  t) 


tma!&D\m¥^  ccsxxtil 

I 

origij^di  Two  only  of  these  various  reode^i^gs 

doerve  oar  notice. 

.1'  . '  '  ^  *  ■ 

T 
-.   1 

Some  comiBentaters  think  that  JbelmeM^ 
grief,  o/  sorrow;  and  that  Adam's  secopcl 
child  was  thus  denominated,  either  by  the 
special  appointment  of  Providence,  who  thas 
desigi^  to  ibtimaite  the  sorrow  and  afflictipn 
which  the  murd^  of  Abel  was  about  to  pro-, 
dace  in  the  authors  of  his  existence.  •  Othe^rs, 
however,  consider  the  name  Mel  to  import, 
y^klWi^t.;  And  dofijeeture  that  Elve  eitbir  ia-*} 
Mted  tlK^by  to  inth&ate  the  vanity  of  the, 
«art)!el>taiioft  she  ha^d  fo/ftied,  in  having  takea. 
GiAi  for  tb^  Mesdiab^  and  thtft  iihe  could  only 
'6lfMtife  sim^fti^  bop^  od  the  birth  of  her  s«^ 
^6tfii  ^OU^  or^  thbt  title  ealied  him  Abel  (i.  e. 
VAttHy^  b€fcafdae  every  thing  that  is  ior  (his 
ir^h),- ^hteh  he  bad  jmi  entered,  is  nothiog;^ 
bat  voiiily. 


;         'J' 
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SECTION  IV- 


^  The  Murder  of  AM,  bif  Cain,  and  hi$ 

Punishment. 


The  two  brothers,  Cain  and  Abel,  w&re  by 
nature  united  in  the  bonds  of  strictest  frietkl- 
ship.  Tiie  whole  earth  was  before  them^tand 
was  in  fact  their  exclusive  property*  There 
were  tfien  none  of  those  objects  of  division, 
which,  in  subsequent  ages,  have  proved  so  hr 
tal  to  society,  and  have  caused  those  public 
sanguinary  wars,  which  have  desolated  whole 
countries ;  nor  did  any  of  those  private  fends 
exist,  which  have  passed  from  parents  to  chil- 
dren, and  which  haVe  since  been  hereditarily 
transmitted  in  families.  Cain,  however,  be- 
came the  murderer  of  his  brother  Abel ;  and 
the  following  circumstance  was  the  cause  of  II 


'*  Behold  this  pair  of  brothers^  tbea,  grow- 
ing Id  wisdom  and  in  stature;  gladdening 
their  parents*  hearts.  They  arrive  at  the  age 
of  reason,  of  vigour,  of  activity,  they  feel  the 
law  of  God  and  natute  upon  them.  Though 
the  heirs  of  empire,  they  must  labour  for  their 
subsistence.  '  Abel  was  a  keeper  of  sheep, 
but  Caio  was  a  tiller  of  the  ground.'  .^^9ut  it 
is  not  the  occupation,  which  has  merit  or  de- 
merit; the  man  who  exercises  it,  is  the  ob- 
ject of  censure  or  of  praise.  It  is  not  the  hus- 
^findry  of  Cain^  but  wicked  Cain  we^bli^^;  i^ 
ipi  nf)t  the  shepherd's  life,  but  good  Abel  the 
-^IH^P^^*  that  yie  esteem  *•" 

.j^.^hj^^ sacred  penman  informs  us — "In.pro- 
,^s^pf  time  it  came  to  pas^^  that  Cain  brought 
jQ^tbe  fruit  of  the  ground  an  offering  unto  xh^ 
JLfird :  ajUd  Abel,  be.  also  brought  of  th^.  fifst- 
.Ungs  of  .his  flpck,  and  of  the  fat  thereof." 
(Gen.  iv.  3, 4.) 

.^,Hqw   deceitful   are  judgments,   which  are 
founded  only  on  the  exterior  of  man  1  Who 


■pi  •■■ 


*  Sacred  Bio|^r.  vol.  i.  p.  5S. 


oevami  INXKODVOtiON. 

WwMi  ynot  have  tboti^tyon  behokliiig-?thj9ie 
HihabitftDis  of  the  first  w^kl-^both- the^  dUU- 
d^^n  off  ebe  same  parents,  both  ackn^wIedgtBg 
tke:  true  object .  of- supreme  worship^  bolh 
Apparently  animated  by  the  same  desire*  ^ 
piling  their  homage  to  the  Sovereign  Govev- 
aor  of  all  thing*—- who,  we  repeat>  wottM 
9ot  have  thought,  that  they  were  botir  eqiMdly 
pkasiog  in  his  sflg;hl;  i  Nevet&elest,  odc^  ef 
^ni,  namely,  Abel,  made  atf  offering :  whioh 
ina  acceptable  unto  God,  white  thai  0f:  tlll^ 
other  was  displea^itig  unto  fainkv 


•  IT  -» 


• 

The  great  Searcher  of  hearts  alone  caa:dk^ 
cover  to  us,  the  true  reasons  of  this  difference. 
Numerous  unsupported  conjectures  have  beea 
offered  :  bnt  it  is  in  the  dispositions  of  the  ti^ 
worshippers,  probably,  that  we  may  seek  (out 
the  cause  of  the  different  success  with  wbidi 
their  respective  adorations  were  reCeiVed-*- 
*^  the  Lord  had  respect  unto  Abel,  and  his  of- 
fering: but  unto  Cain,  and  his  offerings >he 
had  not  respect.*  ~This  passage  is  illustrated 
by  the  author  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrew i^ 
(Heb.  xi.  iy.)  "  By  faith;'  says  he,  *' Abd 
offered  unto  God  a  more  ejcceUent'^  (that  isj^.  a 
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gresLte^,  fuller,  and  mbre  complete)  'f  nierifi^ 
th|Mi  Cein"  And  faith  always  has  respected 
a  revelation  and  appointment  of  God.  ~  Tik 
home  r^tafject^  \ti  the  sacred  lanjpage,  often. 
Qieaos  to  bestow  approbaition :  but  it  ib  pt*' 
tcrly  out  of  our  power  now  to  determine  :bj| 
-ffhtX  external  mark  GoA  was  .pleased*  to  shoil^ 
the'^Mimation  in  ivhioh  he  held  the  oiMi)g«' 
of  these  two  brothers.  If  we  may  judge  kjl 
the  ^vi^e  economy  iq  after  ages,  fire  de^ 
oteded  ffjom  heaven,  and  consuming  the  offtf^ 
iogs  of  Abel>  thereby  testifi^  that'  his-  sacri-'' 
fice  was  accepted.  The  fact  was,  Abel,  as  a; 
penitent  sinner,  gladly  signified  his  faith  in 
the  promised  Saviour  by  a  bloody  sacrifice^ 
knowing  that  without  shedding  of  blood  there 
could  be  no  remission ;  while  Cain,  proud  and 
Pharisaical,  merely  brings  a  thank-offering  to 
God,  implying  no  humiliation  for  sin,  nor  de*' 
sire  of  mercy. 

The  innocence  of  a  good  man  is  often  a 
suflicient  cause  to  draw  down  upon  him  the 
hatred  of  the  wicked;  and  the  virtues  of  our 
neiglibours  often  prove  the  censure  of'  obir 
Yioes.     Cain  inatantly  peiceived ihedifii^i^D^ 


^ich-'HaJd  bcM  mihde  betWitfen  him  alhtfilils 
Wi?i>*efi'-— •"  CilYi  was  viery'wrotU,  abd'^is 
cSSdnt^ahce  felf."  Herevpbn  God  cond^^^ 
cended  to  expostulate  with  hiniy  and  gav6 
him  to  understand  that  it  was  his  own  fault 
ihlittii^  sacrifice  was  hot  pleasitig. — "  If  thiDu 
dfefeit  i^ell^  shalt  thou  not  be  accepted  f^-HbV; 
m^it^ iMy  B.hbhe  rendered,  shali  thou  n6t  hkivii 
iMa^tt^f—(ihe  honour  of  the  pfiesthbod,^ 
wfcieh  *wa8  the -right  of  primogenf'ttirftiy 
<^  ^Utfto  thee  shall  be  his  desire,  and  thbii  iAvafr 
i^oleiover  him.'^Atid  if  thou  dost  not  w^ll^  sift' 
Ifcth  a:i  the  door."  ''^ 


i.i 


Yet  this  paternal  reproof  madie  no  imprri- 
«ion  on  the  obdurate  heart  of  Cain,  who  be- 
came still  more  inveterate  against  his  brortier. 
He  soon  sought  an  opportunity  of  eartermifaa- 
tihg  one  who  was  so  odious  to  hira.  He  ^tf- 
pOsed  to  hini  to  walk  in  the  fields.  An  Itttib-' 
cent  man,  who  is  himself  unconscious  of  gtiile^ 
is  incalpable  of  suspecting  any  evil  design^ 4ti 
another.  Abel  followed  his  brother,  whbrfeH 
upon  him  and  sl^w  him.  It  should  seeb);  thii 
Cain  sought  some  occasion  of  dilute' bt  qi^^ 
rel  with  Abel,  which  is  hot  Yecotdcd  in  the 


scriptturea.  Mps^s  simply  ,re]l^t^;itbfit)/r>U 
C9ipe(.  tQ  pass,  when  they  wem  iq.  th^,  SeW^ 
that  Cain  rose  againsi  kis  -irot/ter,  a^d.^l^, 
hiip."  (Gen,  iv»  8.)  '.Im:-; 


.  »•■    •  ^ » 


Ood  demanded  of  Cain,  where.was  Ab^l  liis 
brother?  This  in  fact  Was^  to  reproaob  hi^ 
with  having  slain  him;  bat  at  the.sani^.tinie 
It  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of  confeesiog 
the  murder  he  had  committed,  and  of  obtain* 
ufjglpardon  for  his  crime.  It  is  the  ptopetty 
o^^  gnilt  to  harden  the  heart.— ^Instead  >  of 
throwing  himself  on  the  mercy  of  bis  Judged 
he  adds  falsehood  to  insolence,  and  said^  **  I 
know  not:  am  /  my  brother's  keeper ?" 

"  How  dreadful  is  the  progress  of  vice!  How 
crime  leads  on  to  crime !  Envy  begets  malice ; 
malice  inspires  revenge;  revenge  berries  on  to 
bloqd;  blood-guiltiness  seeks  shelter  under 
untruth ;  and  untruth  attempts  to  support  it- 
self by  indolence,  assurance,  and  pride;  and 
haughtiness  of  spirit  is  but  one  step  from  des* 
tri^tion.  Ah!  little  do  men  know^' when 
the^,. indulge  one  ^yil  thought^  or  venture,  ^n 
one  unwarrantably  action,. 3!i^bM  the  issue  is  to 
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t^^  "Skfff  mfBi)f  flatty  themselves  it  ifb.ia 
tjb^.  pQfver  t;Q  s^p  whc^  tbey  plea^a:  l^t 
pfi^loQ^  lik,e  an  uivpap^i^eat^le  sfe^  in  ihe. 
hands  of  an  unskilful  rider^  by  ope  inc5>n8l^ 
rate  stroke  of  the  spur,  may  be  excited  to 
such  a  pit^lh.  of  f^ry,  as  uq  skill  cj^  ts^me,  fio 
forcp  re^^ain  (  r-rbut  ))oth  jiprpe  i^n^l  rider  a^e 
hurried  toge^hier  dpilrnitJ^^pireplpiee,  aqpl  pe^ 
risb  in  tbeir  .ntgie  V. 

When  the  goodpes^  pS  God  is  cppt^^inctd^ 
his  jusUce  beoon^^s  siilL  aijore  fprgiid^bl^.. 
'<The  JjQid  said  untp  Cain,  Wb^t  hast  thM 
c^pne  i  The  vpice  of  thy  brother's  blood  crieth 
unto  me  ftom  the  ground." — ^That  earth  which, 
received  the  blood  of  Abel,  became  its  aven- 
gen  "  Nqw  art  thou  cursed  from  the  ea.rthy 
which  hath  opened  her  mouth  to  receive  thy 
brother's  blood  from  thy  hand.  When  thou 
tillest  the  ground,  it  shall  not  henceforth  yield 
unto  thee  her  strength ;  a  fugitive  and  a  vaga^ 
bond  sbalt  thou,  be  on  the  earth." 

Irx.cpmpaiispn   with   the  enorn^ity  of  tlie 
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criiae  Cain  had  thus  sangmnftrily  peipl$t1irab5df 
thi« senteotie  was  mild:  bttt'CatD,  amait^  dP 
it,  BOW  4egati  to  be  sensible  bf  the  heitiOfiliti^ 
nem  pfhk  offence^  and  df  the-niiflery  to  whitifar* 
be  ira^  reduced*  **  Is  my  iniquity ,**  he  ex^ 
dAin^y >'  loo  great  to  be  pardoned  T  This, 
it  baa  well  been  obaei^v^d/  was  an  ex|yveMioti 
of  despair,  rather  than  repentance;  and  hii 
seems  not  so  sensible  of  his  sin  as  of  his  pu-> 
nishment^.  *'  Behold,**  said  the  gnilty  fratri- 
ei4e^*'  thou  hast  driven  me  out  this  day  from 
tb^'ftee  of  the  earth,  and  fro.m  thy  face  shaH 
I'%e  'hid^  acTd  I  shall  be  a  fugitive  and  a  va- 
gfvboHMl'ia  the  earth;  and  it  shall  come  to' 
pAsft  that  every  onef  that  findeth  me  shall' 

slay  me/*  (Gen.  iv.  14.) 

'I        ...  - .,  ■    ,      II       „       , , 

•HoweWs  History  of  the  Bible,  to!,  i.  I«. 

^  FilM&i  this  expressibu  some  hav^  absnfdlj  pretended  thftt 
t^i^n  w«re  ot^r  ??<>ple  on  ^aitb  besidos  Adan ;  but  it 
should  be  remembered  that  Abel's  murder  did  not  happ<»^ 
untn  near  1 30  years  after  the  creation ;  and  tbou^  we  read 
only  of  three  of  Adam's  cbildreu,  yet  there  probably  were 
many  others,  whose  offsprings  in  that  space  of  time  might 
be  vefy  numerous.  (Ihid),  Dr.  Dodd  (in  l^is  notes  on  thit 
verse)  has  calculated,  after  Saurin  fDiscours  Historiqtteit 
ifc.  ntr  k  P^eux  et  Nouveau  Testament),  that,  in  the  128th 
year  of  the  world,  there  were  431,164  men,  without  reekoQl' 
in^  women  or  children. 
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•...From  this  apprehension,  however,  the  oind 
of  Cain  was  speedily  relieved ; .  the  Almighty, 
Judge  of  all  the  earth  "  aet  a  mark'*,  upon 
l^iniy  ''  lest  any  finding  him.shoold  kill  him.'-- 
This  wa9  preceded  by  a  declariition^  that  who- 
soever should  slay  Caiiii  vengeance  should  be 
t^ken  on  him  sevenfold  ;  mercy  abd  judgment 
being  hereby  blended  togethel^    .  ;      ^ 

•   ..  \  •      • 

Concerning  the  nature  of  this  mark^  com-: 

mentators  have  greatly  differed :.  it  is  in  fact  a 

matter  of  mere  conjecture.    Let  it  therefore, 

suffice  to  observe,  that  it.  probably  was  la  pe-; 

culiar  cast  of  countenance,  pointing  him  out 

as  a  monster  of  wretchedness  in  himself,  and 

an  object  of  horror  to  others. 

The. execution  of  the  divine  sentence  spee- 
dily followed  its  denunciation.  The  sacred  his- 
torian, almost  immediately  after,  relates,  that 
Cain  went  out*   from  the  presence  of  the 

♦  Cain  wenk  put  from .  the  **  presence  (or  faces)  iff  ike 
Lord,**  as  the  Hebrew  wor4  is ;  that  is,  from  the  cherubic 
faces  or  emblem  of  his  presence,  where  divine  worship  was 
performed,  and  thus  renounced  religion.  He  then  dwelt  in  a 
ct>untry,  afterwards  known  by  the  name  of  Nod,  and  there 


INTRODUCTION.'  edm 

Jbwd,  and- dwelt  in  the  kad  of  Nod;  on  ibe 
tBMt  of  Eden.  Here  he  married^  and  built  al 
City,  which  he  called'  Enoch,  after  the  name  of 
his  first-^born  son;  '  Of  the  posterity  of  Calii^ 
little  ir  recorded  intbe  scriptures t  they  be-' 
came  pr6gressively  mor^  and  more  wicked> 
tiH  the  dfvin^  judgments  bviertook  them;  and 
thejr  indisctiminately  perished  in  the  deluge; 
which' ditetrojred  till  flesh  except  Noaih,  and 
those  who  were  with  him  ^in  the  ark,  and  of 
which  vestiges  jremain  to  these  our  days;  > 

m 

A  few  remarks  shall  conclude  this  introduce 
tory  sketch. 


built  a  city  J  where  probably  the  irreligious  part  of  Adam'f 

posterityj.and.his  own '(which  mi^t  be  numerous)  joiiied 

faim  ail  tlieir  governor.  But  the  following  elucidation  is  inora 

satisfactory.    The  word  Nou  (Gen.  iy.  16)  is  the  same  ivitk 

that  (iSy  14)  translated  a  vagabond.    Why  it  was  rendered 

differently  in  these  two  places  we  know  not ;  had  the  word 

lieen  uniformly  translated  vagabond,  the  fense  would  haif^ 

'been  clear  tbroug[bout :  verj^e  L^  God  says, ''  Thou  shalt 

be  (NodJ  a  vagabond."    Vier.  14»  Cain  say8«  "  I  shall  b^ 

(Nod)  a  vagabond;"  and  ver.  16,  Moses  iay8;'"'he  went 

from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  ai&d  dwelt  in  the  lairil; 

/iVMf)— a  vagabond." — flying  from  place  to  place,  purBiie4 

by  the  terrors  of  a  guilty  conscience. — Howell's  Hist.  «D^j. 

p.  1 3>  note.   ■  Hunter's  Sacr.  fiiogr.  vol.  i«  p*  7<i. 

Me 


.  1.  I»et  >«■  pauae  and  coamder  the  clestnw^ 
tive  teivi^Qcy  of  sin;  tbcH:  we  may  gtimrd 
^gainsit.its  beginaiags,  whilst  we  perceive  iu 
progress  to  be  40  alanoing,  and  ilia  conse^ 
quencea  so  iDooooeivably  terrible!    Such  it 
the  goyerement  q£  GqA,  such  hi»  lightaoiia 
appointKieat,  that  mifiery  aeems  the  iiatora} 
effect  of  guilty  aad  generally  foUows  done 
tipen  it!  fiat  imurder  is  an   offence  of  the 
deepest  die  ;  as  it  tiot  t>nly  strikes^  at  the  roet 
of  all  hoBian  society^  but  is  also  a  direct  i^r 
tack  upon  the  Almighty  Sovereign.     For  he, 
who  aims  to  destroy  **  the  image  of  Ged,^ 
(it  has  well  been  observed  *)  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  destroy  the  great  archetype  himself. 
Accordingly  it  is  obvious,  that  the  murderer 
is  punished  with  peculiar  vengeance  in   this 
Kfci  and  is   marked   out,   beyond    all   other 
transgressors,  as  an  object  of  divine  indigna- 
tion.    However  secretly  he  may  have  accom- 
plished his  purposes,  he  most  commonly  falls 
— at  last — a  sacrifice  to  justice.     The  God  of 
heaven,  as  in  the  instance  before  us,  takes  the 
matter  in  his  own  hand,  that  he  may  prevent 
others  from  committing  such  a  daring  out- 

*  Script.  Characters,  vol.  i.  p.  41. 
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lage  against  him.  Yet,  though  the  man  of 
violence  may  possibly  escape  detection,  still 
he  k,  and  must  be,  like  Cain,  a  terror  to  him* 
€elf.  He  will  suppose  every  one  to  be  an  ene^ 
my^  and,  in  the  dread  of  meeting  with  a  Just 
retribution  for  his  iniquities^  he  must  be  a 
stranger  to  peace. 

£•  The  history  of  Cain  is  a  loud  admoni- 
tion to  all,  to  watch  over  their  spirits;  and 
<»irefully  to  guard  against  the  first  emotion^ 
oi  envy,  anger^  hatred,  contempt,  malice,  or 
j-eveoffe :  and  the  words  of  Jesus  Christ  con- 
firm  and  enforce  the  solemn  warning;  "  I 
soy  unto  you,  that  whosoever  is  angry  with 
his  brother  without  a  cause,  shall  be  in  danger 
of  the  judgment;  and  whosoever  shall  say 
unto  his  brother,  *  Raca,'  shall  be  in  danger 
of  the  council;  but  whosoever  shall  say 
'-  thon  fool,'  shall  be  in  danger  of  hell-fire. 
Therefore,  if  thou  bring  thy  gift  to  the  altar, 
^d  there  reniemberest  that  thy  brother  hath 
aught  against  thee ;  leave  there  thy  gift  be- 
fpre  the  altar,  and  go  thy  way :  first  be  recon- 
ciled to  thy  brother,  and  then  come  and  offer 
thy  gift,"  (Matt.  v.  22—24.) 
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BOOK  I. 

r    r~T'  ••  Mm 

INVOCATION. 


**  Rise,  towering  muse,  on  ttaglcs'  wings 
sublime  V  thine  be  the  task  to  celebrate  him, 
who  in  his  fury  sacrificed  his  brother — and 
mipgled  his  blood  with  the  dust  of  the  earth. 
—The  first-born  of  men — the  gift  of  the  Su- 
preme— the  marked  of  God — the  deluded  of 
the  malignant  enemy  of  our  race — even  Cain  ! 
it  is  he,  of  whom  my  enthusiastic  muse  would 
sing,  and  for  which  purpose  I  invoke  thy  aid, 
celestial  ^Visdom  !  Be  thou  my  guide — may 
thy  pure  rays  illuminate  my  course, — that, 
whether  my  winged  imagination  take  her 
flight  and  explore  the  heights  of  heaven — or 

M  5 


ftSa  THE  DEATH  OF  CAIN. " 

loTocation. 

■  ^^p— i— — — ^lM.1— — »■       II  II  II  « 

'  hell — Prudence  may  still  direct  her  steps. — 
Be  present,  O  thou  celestial  director!  let 
nothing  receive  a  lasting  impression  without 
thy  approbation-^ nor  thoo,  benign  Virtue, 
refuse  to  aid  my  plan — >it  is  thy  sentiments 
alone  that  can  win  upon  the  soul ;  it  is  to  thee 
the  wise  will  only  yield ; — thy  guidance  is  se- 
curity, and  thy  approbation  the  will  of  the 
Most  High.  And,  while  &y  venturous  muse 
essays  to  sing  the  fatal  consequences  that 
flowed  from  the  fall  of  the  first-born  of  men, 
may  the  sons  of  Adam  favourably  receive  this 
feeble  offering  of  her  melancholy  song. 

'Twas  now  the  solemn  hour  of  night,  and 
nature,  exhausted  by  the  ardours  of  the  meri- 
dian sun,  had  now  sunk  to  rest ; — thrice  had 
the  midnight  cock  essayed  to  wind  his  shrill 
pipe,  but  as  oft  wanted  the  sonorous  sound  of 
uttering  voice ; — the  mdancholy  bird  of  dark 
retreat,  the  owl,  had,  with  affrighted  screech, 
returned  to  her  murky  haunt; — the  wolves,  ti- 
gers, lions,  and  nil  the  fierce  inhabitants  of 
the  forest,  were  prowling  through  the  gloomy 
shades  of  wooded  copse,  seeking  their  suste* 
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The  Sabjtsct  proposed. 

liauce  amongst  the  defenceless  brood  of  sleep-- 

ing  creatures.    In  this  dismal  hour  of  awfal 

dttrkoes?^  the  devouring  animals  shrunk  into 

^kr  retreats; — the  pale  lamp  of  the  moon 

seemed  to  be  suddenly  extinguished; — the 

murmuring  brooks  forgot  their  sounding  falls, 

andy  silent,  trickled   through  their  furrowed 

paths  i^-'all  nature  now  was  wrapt  in  solemn 

silence,  not  a  breeze  disturbed  the  leafy  ar- 

fcoars  of  the  groves — and   deep  Melancholy 

aloBe  had  domain  at  this  sable  hour  of  sad* 

Hes8;-^the  twinkling  of  the    nocturnal  stall 

was  now'  so  faint  as  only-  to  give  direction 

towards  the  east — when  Cain  and  his  faithful 

spouse,  accompanied  by  their  little  ones,  jour-^ 

Deyed,  "  through  desert  regions,  where   had* 

JJever  been  imprioted  the  foot  of  man." — 

» 

Behold  the  fugitives  of  sin — the  votaries  of 
oppressing  sorrow !  —  directed  only  by  the 
glimmering  of  a  star — a  faint  resemblance  of 
light.  The  most  wretched  of  beings  deliberate<« 
ly  following  the  footsteps  of  his  affectionate 
wife  and  tender  ofispring :  whilst  they  escaped 
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the  hooks  of  thoray  fufze^  the  son  of  guilt . 
and  shame,  with  frightful  hauntings  of  terror, 
horcor,  and  wild  dismay,  was  torn  by  every 
axtending  branch  of  thorny  substance,  and 
writhed  with  exquisite  pain.*— Anon   the  vi- 
vid flash  of  forked  lightnings  blazed  along 
theborizon:  loud  and  awful  claps  of  deafening 
\  Ithunder  rolled  treniendous  over  their  heads ; 
—-the  darkened  skies  seemed  to  ope  in  twain, 
to  emit  a  sulphureous  and  loathsome  stench  ! 
— but  umrky  ye  sons  of  men,  the  division  made 
between  the  innocent  and  the  guilty ;  it  was 
Cain  alone  that  saw  the  dreadful  face  of  the 
heavens,   or    beard   the   horrible   crash  ! — to 
Mehala,  Eliel,  and  Josiah  (the  wife,  and  chil- 
dren of  the  despairing  and  forlorn  fratricide), 
the  moon  seemed  only  under  clouds,  and   no 
other  interruption  seemed  to  be  given  to  their 
journeying  onward. 

Hail  Innocence !  thou  spotless  garment  of 
celestial  purity; — it  is  from  thee  alone  we  reap 
the  fruits  of  solace  in  the  approvings  of  a  'Se- 
rene  conscience; — for,  of  ail  the  mfflings-  of 
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Soliloquy  of  Cain. 

a  wearied  spirit  under  the  frowns  of  an  evil 
world,  none  can  disturb  the  peace  and  tran- 
quil state  of  the  interior,  or  spiritual  part  of 
man,  unless  guilt  has  occupied  the  seat  of  in- 
nocence. 

To  Cain,  whose  mind  resembled  Etna's  en- 
cindered  gulph,  filled  with  dreadful  furnaces 
of  floating  lava,  every  idea  was  of  chaotic 
irregularity — frightful  inundations  and  horri- 
ble cataracts  poured  in  upon  his  imagination ; 
— and  in  a  hoarse  lamentable  voice  he  cried — 
"  Whither  am  I  straying  ? — Alas!  to  flee  from 
the  presence  of  a  justly  oflended  God — and 
from  woeful  and  afilicted  parents — is  but  a 
45ontinuance  of  that  deceit  which  implanted 
the  odious  passion  of  envy  in  my  breast,  and 
has  wrought  all  this  never-dying  sorrow  within 
nay  soul ! — burst  your  horrible  ethereal  exha- 
lationsy  ye  rolling  globes  of  fire,  and  let  your 
instantaneous  crush  sink  me  into  annihilation ; 
for  surely  the  Eternal  has  loaded  mie  beyond 
the  burden  of  a  fallen  creature!  Am  I  thefirst 
who  transgressed  thy  laws  f  Surely  1)  em  ;not. 
Yet  behold  those  on  whom  thy  sentence  is 
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passed — alive — calm,  and  under  the  infldence' 
of  pleasure,  until  itty  cursed  fall  brought  un-' 
tasted  bitterness  into  their  cup ! — Oh  !  cap  the 
rebel  legions  that  have  forfeited  the  joys  of 
eternal  bliss,  share  a  keener  hell   than   that' 
within  my  breast? — No— they  cannot!  I  am 
accursed  of  God — abhorred   by  angels — and 
bated  of  men !  my  breast  the  seat  of  gnawing^ 
remorse  and  never-dying  pangs  of  a.  miserably' 
tormented   conscience. —  Fain   would    I   flee, 
but  what  avails  itiy  flight?   Can  I  flee  from 
a    wounded    spirit? — I    feel    I    cannot.     OhT 
wretched  man  that  I  am — who  shall  deliver 
me  from  this  body  of  guilt  ?" 

As  he  uttered  these  words,  he  threw  himself 
into  a  close  thicket  of  prickly  brambles — the 
noise  occasioned  Mehala  to  turn  her  eyes 
around.  Missing  her  husband,  she  screamed 
aloud — and  laying  down  her  infant  care — ran 
back  several  paces  beyond  the  tuft  wherein 
the  wretched  son  of  misery  was  concealed.  For 
some  minutes  the  frantic  wife  of  Cain  sought 
her  husband ;  and  in  a  voice  of  la^nentation 
ej^cJaimed — "  Alas !  my  beloved  partner,  whi- 
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Agony  of  CaiD. 


tber  art  thou  fled — I  pray  thee  consider  thy 
afflicted  wife,  who  hath  left  a  retreat  of  safety 
and  certain  refuge,  to  share  thy  hardships  in 
exploring  regions  as  yet  unknown  ?" 

Her  wandering  steps  directed  her  to  the 
spot  where  her  mangled  husband  lay,  whose 
sad  sighs  and  groans  of  anguish,  gave  her  no- 
tice of  his  excruciating  pain  of  body  as  welt 
as  of  mind.  With  eager  steps  and  trembling 
hands  she  drew  forth  the  wretched  man  of  sor- 
rows.— "  Oh,  ray  dearest  spouse,"  she  cried, 
**  howcouldst  thou  thus  torment  thyself  and  me! 
— My  love — my  life — my  distress  is  beyond  alf 
words!  yet  couldst  thou  love  me — nay,  if  thou 
hatest  me  not,  I  am  content. — O  Cain !  my 
beloved  partner,  why  shouldst  thou  thus  pro- 
voke the  wrath  of  heaven  to  crush  us  beneath 
its  lofty  arch?  thou  art  well  versed  in  the  sci- 
ence of  wisdom,  should  thy  inclinations  bend 
to  her  direction. — Ah,  my  husband!  haste 
from  hence  to  yonder  flowery  turf,  whereon 
I  sat  my  two  younger  female  infants — the 
elder  objects  of  our  care  are  gone,  perhaps, 
beyond  the  limits  of  our  search. — Alas!  my 
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An  Anjite)  appcAns  to  Mebala  and  Cain. 

deBr/my  heart  dotb  shrink  beyond  its  usual 
motiodB  of  terrific  dread — methinks  I  heaf 
the  v6ice  of  my  youngest  infant's  cries  withio 
my  ear.  *Oh!  my  hnsband,  bow  pallid  are 
thy  cheeks  through  the  loss  of  blood ! — thy 
footsteps  seem  filled  with  purple  liqaid: 
alas!  I  feel  thy  weight  more  ponderous  than 
a- lively  pulsation  requires — wbat  means  thy 
short  sighs  of  catching  the  vital  air  i  O  just 
heavens  !-r~my  husband ! — be  dies  !"  * 

The  wretched  first-born  of  men  now  fell  life-, 
less  upon  the  earthy  nor  could  all  the  strength 
of  Mehala  break  his  fall. 

The  wife  of  Cain,   in    sad   dismay,   now 
swooned  away  upon  the  body  of  her  spouse i 
— nor  did  either  awake  until  the  messenger  of 
the  eternal  Power  touched  them  with  his  ce*  i 
lestial   wand:  —  "  Arise,  said    he" — f*  thqu; 
daughter  of  dust!  I  accost  thee  first^be  itithy  . 
care  to  soothie  the  mahgp  stubbornness  of  tby> 
husband— be  thou  a  guard  to  M^atch  over  «hist: 
errors — be   ready  in   reproof — but .  withal  be 
temperate  and  mild — thy  troubles  are  not  a  few 
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—^7  days  will  be  many  nevertheless — ^^be.sfr- 
tUfied-^Hresignation  to  the  will  of  heaven  is  of 
tbee  parlicalarly  required;  strange  will  be  the 
occurrences  of  thy  time — but  a  period  remote 
will  give  thee  consolation)  and  an  ample  re- 
ward for  all  thy  pains. 

'^  To  thee^  O  man  of  pollution,  the  dread 
Sovereign  of  the  universe  reserves  a  portioa 
which  I  am  not  commissioned  at  this  period 
to  reveal — rbut  so  far  will  I  direct  thee,  that 
from  thy  partner  shalt  thou  receive  instruc- 
tions for  thy  government.  Thy  days  will  not 
be  numerous — nor  thy  time  in  an  earthly  piU 
grimage  abounding  with  peace,  joy,  or  happi- 
ness: thou  art  a  murderer  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth,  and  as  such  an  one  shalt  thou  be 
punished.  Thy  cares  shall  be  many;  thy  ex- 
pectations shall  be  frustrated ;  grief  shall  not 
depart  from  thy  brow ;  in  sorrow  shalt  thoa 
cat  thy  bread ;  and  the  most  acute  bitterness 
shall  be  mingled  with  thy  drink; — guard  off 
thine  enemy;  the  visions  granted  to  thee  doi^ 
ing  thy  hours  of  sleep  shall  direct  thee>  by 
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wise  interpretation  and  .careful  application* 
Thou  art  chaied  out  from  the  society  of  men^ 
and  from  the  presence  of  the  Almighty-r— yet 
know,  O  thou  son  6f  dust  and  ashes !  that,  ia 
the  Omnipotent  is  thy  strength^  and  in  biai 
aloiie  thou  livest,  movest^  and  hast  thy  beings 
Be  exact  in  the  ways  of  justice,  for  from  the 
omnipresence  of  God  nothing  caii  be  hid; 
nor  can  thy  most  secret  thoughts  be  concealed 
from  his  omniscient  view  of  thine  heart.  Nq 
more  am  I  permitted  to  disclose,  as  to  thy 
spiritual  government;  and  only  add,  that.thia 
thy  course  of  direction,  takes  thee  to  the  bar<t 
ren  wastes  of  Nod,  on  the  east  of  Eden,  the 
paradise  from  which  thy  disobedient  parents 
fell.  But  to  thee,  O  man,  it  is  not  permitted  to 
repine  for  their  transgression,  for  hadst  thou 
been  placed  in  their  stead,  thy  breach  of  th^ 
divine  ordinance  woiuld  not  have  been  less. 
Arise — pursue  thy  journey  ;  sorrows  areiipon 
thine  eyelids;'  the  baleful  exhalations  ,of  the 
atmosphere  are  no  longpr  terrific — behold  the 
day  breaking  forth  from  the  eastern  horizon 
-r-rise  pp  and  Join  thy  wife — Mebala  receiver 
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those  coQsolatioDS  which  the  alKmerciftil  Crea- 
tor permits  her  to  impart  to  thee,,  who  to^ 
i^;es  of  no  bom  myriads  shalt  be  a  by- word' 
ofodium.'^ 

■ 

•  w         ■  ■ 

So  spake  the  aogel  of  God — and  ere  he  ex- 
panded 'his  azure  wings,  he  gave  Mehala  a  ten- 
der look,  in  which  he  announced  peace,  conso- 
lation, amity,  and  affection: — a  serene  smile 
3at  on  his  lips  and  cheeks,  and  the  sweetness' 
of  his  eyes  bespoke  sympathizing  compla*-- 
cency,  as  he  disappeared  under  a  cloud  of  ce- 
lestial radiancy. 

Cain  was,  by  the  messenger  of  heaven,, 
aaelted  into  tears ;  his  heart  received  impressions 
be  had  not  known  before;  and  amidst  inar- 
ticulate sighs,  embraced  the  sorrowing  partner 
of  his  woes.  His  unusual  tenderness  and  melt-*: 
ing  softness  charmed  the  susceptible  soul  of 
the  gentle  Mehala,  so  that  in  raptures  of 
pleasure  she  received  his  kind  embrace.  Re- 
newals of  love's  endearments  were  exchanged, 
and  for  a  time  they  forgot  their  cares  and  nu- 
merous troubles. 
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Now  the  rosy  tints  of  Aurora  were  just  Vm- 
ble  on  the  extensife  lap  of  Nature,  and  the 
purple  clood'-capt  mountains  appeared  in  gor- 
geous apparel)  as  heralds  of  the  glorious  aaoen- 
ding  luminary  of  day,  who  was  almost  above 
the  horizon,  beyond  the  lofty  towers  of  aspiring 
cedars  which  intersected  the  eastern  view; 
but  the  bright  solar  rays  had  tinged  with  radi* 
wit  spangles  of  illumination  the  higher  pines, 
ere  Mehala  disengaged  the  encircling  of  her 
snowy  arms  around  ber  husband^s  neck, 

^*  My  best  beloved/' exclaimed  Mehala,''  it 
is  time  we  should  succour  our  dear  offspring, 
who  must  be  impatient  of  our  stay  and  lotig 
delay;  for,  ere  I  saw  the  celestial  herr.ld,  mine 
eyes  beheld  our  children  on  yon  eastern 
mount,  when,  after  some  hour's  reckoning,  I 
beard  the  younger's  voice  in  plaintive  toqe^, 
which  bring  to  my  memory  various  sugges- 
tions of  their  safety. — Let  us  depart  henee/'my 
cheering  conductor;  thy  footsteps  shall  be  my 
guide  to  follow ;  and  indeed  my  heart  ie  ttuder 
such  a  palpitation  of  disorder  as  to  be  omi- 
nous of  ensuing  grief:  words  are  wanting  to 
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convey  my  ideas,  for  I  feel  ■i#re  than^i'daa 

express. 

<'  Well,  if  it  18  the  wtU  of  the  Motft  High 
tliat  our  afflictions  shall  ittcrea8e*-*let  ui  nofc 
iepiae-at  his  high  comosiaDcl — for  know,  O 
Ctin!  that  a  sparrow  of  the  cottage  eave  can- 
not  fulfil  her  anxious  cares  i»  aoppkfring  ber 
callovr.  brood,  without  the  permission  of  the 
Sveat  Creator  of  the  world. 

'*  This  is  a  truth  I  firmly  believe,  for  our 
^^t  lost  brother,  Abel,  had  the  precept  from 
^  guardian  angel  of  his  soul's  repose^  who  oft- 
^^^Ues  revealed  unto  him  the  wonderful  work^ 
^M  careful  ways  of  the  God  of  Providence; 
therefore  the  innocent  are  sure  of  protection 
^^oiQ  surrounding  foes,  unless  the  divine  plan 
^^uires  their  dissolution.*' 

.  Mebala  ceased  to  speak,  and  on  looking 
^tedfast  at  her  spouse,  she  saw  his  brow 
clouded  with  deadly  sorrow,  that  strongly 
laarkeid  the  inwnrd  workings  of  the  mind-— 
she  therefore .  with  anxious  haste  entwined 
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lier  ^rms  ^rouiid  bis. neck,  and  thus  accosted 
him: —  j 

.  ^\  Alas  J  my  lnu^baad,  "what  means  this  lower- 
ing which  thns  heavily  clouds  thy  aspect^^say 
whence  arises  thy  disorder— ranguish  is  punted 
•in  thy  looks — pray  reveal  the  cause  of  this 
-«hy  bitterness  of  sool?"  ■ 

The  depressed    mam    m  sad   discomfitiire 

spurned  away  the  tender  partner  of  his  bosomi 

-^nd  with  frantic  looks  thus  replied,^ — 

«  ■      • 

**  Knowest  thou  not  that  I  slew  this  soft 
^avonrile  of  God  and  man,  merely  because  he 
iinsulted  my  low  estate,  and  claimed  a  prero- 
"gativc  to  dictate  precepts  that  were  to  form 
ifiDy,  manners 'into  certain  examples*?— thou 
knowest,  I  say,  that  ibr  this  cause  I  acted  ihe 
murderous  deed  !■ — alas !  what  do  I  say — the 
•imp  is  gone — K)h!  what  a  wretch  am  l! — 
dann  thou  forgive  my  disordered  sensation f 
'—for  he  who  formerly  raised  envy  and  ranco- 
rous spite  within  my  breast,  this  instant  whis- 
•pered  with  a  horrid  grin>  that  thon  wouMst 
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upbraid  me  with  our  brother's,  death — he  has 
just  this  moment  left  me— oh!  I  blush  to 
name  the  horrid  imaginations,  with  ]which  tho 
fiend  that  moment  impregnated  my  unsettled 
]l>rain — it  was  no  Jess  a  crime  than  to  add  thy 
pceqious  blood  to  the  already  blushing,  earthy 
as  if  thereby  I  should  gain  a  serenity  of  mind; 
^ — O  Mehala!  pray  to  the  great  Supreme  to 
heal  my  putrid  wounds,  the  stench  whereof 
Kill,  I  fear,  embue  my  days  with  agonising 
woes  that  will  lead  me  down  to  the  everlasting 
pains  of  the  fallen  enemies  of  the  Most  High, 
the  Majesty  of  Heaven. — O  my  dearest!  what 
<i  deadly  arrow  assails  my  heart,  the  malignity 
ivhereof  restrains  my  fluid  liquids  of  circular 
tion  from  their  wonted  course — assist  my  en^ 
feebled  strength—- oh  1 — I  sink  into  slumbering 
death  f" 

Mehala,  almost  frantic  with  surprise,  and 
i^early  bereft  of  sensation,  now  rushed  forth  to 
receive  her  fainting  husb^pd  within  her  arms, 
and  kissed  the  lips,  of  i^er  now  apparent  de» 
ceased  partner  of.  her  love,  whilst  a  torrent  of 
fhe  bripy  wate^^^w^e.sipuDkl^d  ov^  hi9  face; 
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and  in  exertions  of  ker  whole  strength  endea«- 
voured  to  raise  his  head-  that  now  had  slipt 
from  off  her  inp  on  the  green  mantle  of  the 
flowery  herbage  of  the  extensive  copse — when, 
as  he  thus  gained  the  repose  of  the  earth,  a 
hidden  thorn  of  a  new-dropt  shoot  of  ehie 
wood  entered  the  vein  that  surrounds  the 
frontiers  of  the  brow  of  human  creatures, 
which  caused  a  sudden  flow  of  the  precious  li- 
quid^ and  recalled  sensation.  Again  the  puke 
beat  their  secondary  motions  of  revolving 
time,  and  instantly  he  raised  his  head, — when 
thus,  in  awful  plight,  the  affrighted  wife  of 
Cain  in  terror  cried  aloud,  "  O  my  husband!"* 
and  with -efforts  thrrce,  but  all  abortive,  endea- 
voured to  staunch  the  flowing  gore;  she  then 
rent  slips  from  off  her  garments  to  bandage 
round  the  wound,  but  ere  she  accomplished 
what  she  had  so  oft  endeavoured  to  effect,  her 
patient  lost  such  a  quantity  of  the  animal  sys- 
tem of  life,  the  invigorating  warmth  of  human 
beings,  that  he  sensibly  felt  a  weakening  cool- 
ness in  his  frame,  and  with  difficulty  arose 
from  the  earth  whereon  he  bad  lain ;  yet  was 
he  so  far  recovered  from  the  acuteness  of  pain 
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that  assailed  bis  heart  andluogs,  that  the  loss 
ke  had  recently  sustained  be  saw  was  salutary 
to  restore  the  serenity  of  peaceful  health. 

''Ah!  my  beloved/'  said  Mehala,  f'  is  the 
calmness  of  reason  restored  to  thy  soul  i  If  so 
•^ben  am  I  happy  to  congratulate  thee  from 
thy  narrow  escape  of  sin  and  death  ;  for  upon 
thy  fall  to  the  earthy  the  wicked  spirit,  which 
had  assaulted  thine  ear,  was  in  a  whirlwind 
lihased  behind  our  backs,  through  the  thickest 
part  of  the  wood,  by  an  angel  in  shining  ar- 
mour. O  Cain,  what  a  dreadful  sight !  I  saw. 
the  fiend  rush  by  in  the  mighty  whirling  of  a 
disordered  cloud  of  smoke ;  dread,  horror,  and 
agonizing  pain  were  printed  on  his  brow! 
whilst  the  celestial  agent  hastened  in  a  radiant 
cloud,  with  a  burnished  sabre,  to  confine  the 
hideous  spirit  with  a  mighty  chain." 

**  O  thou  hallowed  fair,  thine  eyes  are  open 
to  the  secrets  of  the  great  Creator  of  the 
world! — O  my  dearest!" — continued  Cain^- 
'^  pardon  my  afflicted  state,  and  implore  for* 
giveness  of  the  Most  High-^as  I  dare,  pot 
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Ibok  op  to  the  thirone  of  bis  righteoutaess-— 
for  wheD  I  attempt  to  open  my  lips  in  piont 
ejaculatioDs,  I  find  them  closed  against  a  re- 
laxation  of  the  gujity  paths  I  tread ;  and  in  no 
wise  can  I  find  an  hour  of  solemn  or  determi- 
nate resolves,  so  numerous  are  the  boveriog 
spirits  of  Apollyon's  train.  Say^  my  gracioes^ 
and  affectionate  spouse,  art  thoTu  satisfied,  that 
from  my  distempered  brain  arose  those  evil 
words  that  recently  were  uttered  ?" — 

"  My  beloved  husband/'  replied  the  affable 
spouse  of  the  miserable  fratricide,  "  let  the 
memory,  with  the  words,  for  ever  be  forgot- 
ten. Thou  art  well  regarded,  O  my  dearest 
spouse!  but  must  for  the  present  avoid  longer 
conference  on  those  points  that  are  held  oat, 
for  thou  knowest  that  our  dear  children  are  to 
be  sought  after,  and  our  journey  pursued  ere 
we  can  descant  on  topics  of  repose — yet  be 
assured  that  in  all  my  devotional  invocatioDS 
of  the  supreme  Power,  my  prayer  to  him,  who 
can  only  heal  thy  malady,  shall  be  with  humi* 
]ity  of  spirit  earnestly  addressed,  that,  in  bis 
own  due  season,  thy  wretched  state  may  find 
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aDother  course,  and  peace  be  once  more  res- 
tored to  thy  anxious  mind; — ^let  us  hedce: 
our  command  from  the  Almighty's  messenger 
forbids  our  sojourning  more  time  than  now 
we  have  taken,  ere  we  arrive  on  the  eastera 
plains  of  Nod;  that  will  only  be  some  few 
days  in  sultry  fatigue,  before  we  can  gain  the 
resting  arbour  of  those  uncultivated  groves." 

"  Thy  ^ords  I  duly  shall  regard/'  said  Cain 
— "  I  am  ready  to  attend  thy  search — yet  my 
prophetic  soul — (if  any  such  I  do  possess)— 
says  our  labour  will  be  in  vain." 

**  How  so,"  exclaimed  Mehala  eagerly;-— 
'*  explain  thy  words  !" 

"  To  search  without  fiqding  our  offspring/' 
replied  Cain, 

Mehala,  without  inquiring  further,  followed 
her  husband. 

Soon  they  arrived  on  the  summit  of  the  hill 
— in  vain  they  sought   the  objects  of  their 
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tender  care  within  the  valley  of  the  circumja* 
cent  mount. — ^Thus  they  spent  the  day  in 
fruitless  toils,  and  with  redoubled  anxiety  saw 
the  sable  curtains  of  night  drawn  along  the 
eastern  skies  ere  they  desisted ;  so  great  were 
their  suffering  feelings  for  their  infant  young 
•—for  now  the  dusky  west  put  on  the  thick 
mantle  of  darkness,  and  shrouded  all  the 
hemisphere  with  a  sable  fleece^  It  was  at 
this  advanced  hour,  the  wretched  first-born  of 
men  and  women,  sat  them  down  beneath  the 
foliage  of  the  overspreading  palm. — Scarcely 
were  they  sealed,  when  furious  torrents  of  rain 
descended.  Anon  the  horizon  received  a  quick 
illumination  from  the  vivid  flash  of  ethereal 
fire. — The  thick  surrounding  wood  in  awful 
silence  received  the  liquid  draughts,  not  even 
resounding  the  voice  of  thanks  upon  its  leafy 
tongues.  —  Dismal  bowlings  presently  were 
heard — the  wild  inhabitants  of  the  desert 
ranged  unto  their  retired  grassy  bed,  and  in 
ravenous  sort  assailed  the  unguarded  pair,  who 
held  no  weapon  of  defence; — the  lion  fore- 
most, with  many  voracious  animals  in  the 
rear,  thus  they  them  attacked.     Whilst   the 
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petrified  pair  lay  half  dead  with  fear,  a  suddeu 
flash  of  a  dreadful  sulphureous  cloud  of  com- 
bustible fire  struck  the  beasts  of  prey  with 
such  extraordinary  fear,  that,  with  surprising 
speedy  they  hastened  ff  om  their  sights  and  va- 
nished into  the  woods. 

The  rising  day  gave  direction  to  the  so- 
journers to  pursue  their  route;  and  so  in  con- 
tinuation spent  seven  more  before  they  en- 
tered the  confines  of  Nod. 

At  lengthy  wearied  with  fatigue^  and  won 
oat  with  griefy  the  unhappy  pair  arrived  on 
the  plains  of  the  eastern  land,  when  they  sat 
them  down,  and  at  a  few  paces  distapt  de- 
scried the  mark  given  of  the  promised  land 
by  the  arch-angel  Uriel. — Spent  with  heavy 
toils,  their  wretched  limbs  in  pain,  they,  for 
a  few  short  hours,  forgot  their  sorrows  in  the 
arms  of  gentle  sleep. 
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JlLAS!  what  avails  a  foreiga  clime  to  the 
^Qawings  of  a  self-condemned  wretch,  whose 
T:onscience  bears  the  sting  of  the  never-dying 
>orm? 

In  vain  doth  the  polluted  wretch,  whose 
hands  have  been  embrued  in  innocent  bloody 
endeavour  to  flee  from  the  bickerings  of 
guilt,  remorse,  and  inward  horror !  the  mur- 
derer's sleep  is  fickled  over  with  frightful 
spectres  of  dreadful  aspects  that  prey  upon 
his  senses,  making  even  his  wakeful  postures 
subject  to  starlings  of  fear  and  pusillanimity  i 
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hence   the   wildness   of   chimerical    illasions 
drawn  from  sources  of  atrocity. 

"  Fade,  ye  evergreens — ^ye  towering  cedars 
— ye  blushing  blossoms  of  scaly  palm— be 
dry,  ye  winding  rills,  that  sung  the  ditty  of 
the  dying  sacrifice  to  sin — O  ye  birds  and 
beasts  who  saw  the  sight,  be  for  ever  mute — 
thou  earthy  that  openedst  thy  mouth  to  receive 
a  brother's  blood,  be  thou  for  ever  barren— 
Ha !  who  comes  here  ?"— ^ 

Thus  spoke  the  awakened  fugitive  from,  his 
terrific  dieatn — while  the  fair  partner  of  his 
woes  in  pleasing  slumbers  was  traversing  ima- 
ginary regions  of  unparalleled  bliss — her  spor- 
tive fancy,  in  pleasurable  sort,  held  the  illusive 
dream  as  exquisite  delight,  and  in  transports 
of  joy  she  opened  her  eyes ;  but  to  paint  the 
contrast  between  ideal  and  real  scenes,  re- 
quires the  most  attentive  skill.  For  as  the 
wanton  fawn,  that  sports  in  the  adjacent 
thicket  to  her  painful  dam,  meets  with  fearful 
surprise  in  a  sudden  skip  within  the  wolfs  re- 
treat, so  were  Mehala's  visionary  joys  instantly 


THE  DEATH  OF  CAIN.  1875 


Cain's  Dream. 


changed  into  embittered  pangs  of  acute  dis4 
tressy  and  agonizing  doubts;  with  fond  ea* 
prnese  she  raised  her  head,  and  on  inqair. 
iDgy  her  spouse  gave  a  detail  of  bis  ivision^i 
aiy  disquietude  of  mind,  in  the  following 
words : — 

• 

''  Be  not  distempered,  niy  dearest,  best  be* 
loved,  and  much  esteemed  wife, — my  dreams 
were  beyond  the  extremes  in  nature,  and  pre? 
sented  scenes  of  the  horrid  kingdom  of  the 
iafernal  chief; — methought.  I  was  freed  from 
the  gross  and  cumbrous  body  of  clay  which 
DOW  clothes  my  spirit — and  for  my  horrid  and 
detested  crimes  of  murder  and  malignity  of 
heart  in  my  impenitent  course  of  life^  delivered 
over  to  the  torments  of  the  enemies  of  God, 
in  which  I  was  to  partake  a  large  portion ;  for 
such  was  the  eternal  doom  pronounced  by 
the  angel  of  death,  when  h^  delivered  me  to 
the  implacable  tormentors ! 

"  O  my  dearest,  how  I  rejoice  to  find  it  was 
but  a  dream ! — to  paint  but  a  faint  idea  of  the 
remembcance,  that  still  remains  upon  the  fo- 

n6 
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liage  of  my  imaginatioD,  would  affright  thy 
virtuous  aad  uopolloted  soul : — Id  fiae,  I  saw 
the  regions  of  eterual  nights  without  any  in- 
termi9sion>  to  consist  of  blackness,  of  buraing 
and  consuming  clouds,  that  were  closely  en- 
folded in  pitchy  mazes  of  living  fire,  yet  so 
strange  in  its  nature,  as  to  emit  no  luminous 
spark ;  but  in  extreme  heat  surpassed  the 
power  of  yon  fiery  globe,  which  warms  this 
fiftrth  from  an^  unmeasorable  distance — ^yes, 
my  beloved !  the  fire  was  of  such  penetrating 
keenness,  from  a  liquid  lava  that  flow^s  along 
those  dreadful  confines,  that  every  pore  of  my 
spiritual  form  received  exquisite  torments, 
which  was  attended  by  the  insults,  scofis, 
mocks,  aqd  torturing  cruelties  of  infernal  spi> 
rits.  Amongst  the  crowd  there  was  none  more 
active  than  Anamalech,  that  vile  fiend  who 
raised  within  my  breast  a  desire  of  r^evenge 
against  my  dear  and  much-lamented  brother. 
This  demon  exulted  in  his  conquest  over  the 
life  of  man. — When  the  mighty  host  of  de- 
formed spirits  of  this  place  of  misery  and 
black  despair,  shouted  with  dreadful  yellings 
their  appfpvings  of  his  deed — then   I  per- 
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ceived  by  the  deadly  blue  flames  which  emit- 
ted from  their  moatbs,  that  the  surface  of  this 
extensive  domain  of  Satan,  had  various  ca- 
verns of  liquid  fire,  which  served  as  springs  to 
supply  the  lake  of  sulphureous  fire,  whose 
stench  was  intolerable,  and  painful  in  the  ex- 
treme to  my  senses — when  also  I  behdld  the 
wretched  sons  of  iniquity^  shackled  with  pon- 
derous chains  of  livin&:.  fire  in  various  forms 
of  loathsome  animals— -nor  were  any  without 
the  insignia  of  a  monstrous  serpent  of  poison- 
ous breathings,  as  emblematical  of  Satan*s  ar- 
tifice to  deceive  the  first  created  of  human 
species — Anon  the  whole  assembly,  in  agoniz- 
ing remembrance  of  their  celestial  joys,  cursed 
each  other — and   then   their  own  existence, 
and  fearfully  tore  from  off  their  hideous  heads 
the  bristly  hair  of  living  snakes,  in  frantic  des-" 
pair,  and  acknowledged  the  Supreme  Power 
to  be  only  just  and  great  in  thus  punishing 
their    guilt,    and    continuing    their    eternal 
deaths !  —  then  again  they  severally  relapsed 
into  their  rebellious  apostacy ;  nor  were  any  of 
them  able  to  find  a  moment  to  repent,  for  the 
time  of  it  was  wrested  for  ever  from  them.  In 
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hideous  i'orms,  aad  io  wild  disorder^  they  at- 
tacked each  other  in  fdrious  fight  with  infer- 
nal weapons  of  frightful  shapes; — again,  when 
torn  and  mangled  by  each  other,  they  wept  in 
strains  of  nnuttecable  woe — the  terror,  grief^ 
shame,  torment,  and  conscious  reflection  of 
the  inhabitants  of  those  regions  of  eternal 
death,  fail  all  description  :^^Nor  is  there  a 
minute  to  dlleviate  their  woes — for  a  routine 
of  evils  continually  sueeeed  each  other ;  and 
to  make  their  misery  complete,  the  Paradise 
of  God  is  clear  to  view,  wherein  eternal  joys 
are  dealt  out  in  abundance  to  the  blessed  in* 
habitants  of  that  abode  ! 

"  O  Mehala !  from  the  place  of  torment, 
even  the  gulph  of  eternal  misery,  the  abyss 
ef  the  damned,  I  beheld  my  aDgeiic  brother 
Abel ;  I  saw  him  o<i  the  verge  of  a  coral  rock, 
that  jutted  out  from  between  the  confines  of 
celestial  reservoirs  of  pure  water,  and  ambro- 
sial walks  of  shaded  sweets,  which  emitted 
fragrant  odours,  as  the  beautiful  and  godlike 
inhabitants,  in  words  of  musical  accedts 
ebanted  forth  in  the  praise  of  him,  who  by  his 
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word  created  the  nuWerous  worlds. — My  feci-* 
ings  were  then  without  bounds  in  excessive 
motion — I  felt,  I  saw,  I  heard,  and  in  my  wild 
transports  of  sorrow,  sunk  beneath  my  burden 
of  eternal  wrath,  when  I  was  roused  into  sen- 
sible feelings  of  pain,  tp  add  to  my  torments 
of  mind;  so  that  my  misery  wanted  nothiog 
in  the  measure  of  its  completion!  But  mark 
my  converse  with  that  ever  blessed  spirit,  my 
dearest  and  once  affectionate  brother,  as  he 
sat  on  the  confines  of  Paradise :  ^  Be  wise 
unto  salvation,  and  make  proper  use  of  this 
vi8it>n/  Thus  saying,  he  waved  his  hand,  in 
which  I  could  perceive  he  held  a  sceptre  en- 
twined with  myrtle  and  olive  sprigs;  and  then 
with  a  sweetness  of  countenance  peculiar  to 
the  celestial  spirits,  he  bowed  in  graceful  atti* 
tude,  as  though  he  still  woiild  render  me  t^ 
verence  and  love!  On  losing  sight  of  this 
beautiful  scene  of  heavenly  joys,  I  suddenly 
awoke  in  the  utmost  degree  of  fear  and  terri- 
fic hauntings,  and  now  have  made  known  to 
you  the  sum  of  my  visionary  travail,  wherein 
I  have  suffered  so  much  in  spirit,  that  my 
strength  is  almost  gone,  and  I  seem  to  bear  ia 
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mind  as  though  I  actually  underwent  the  sin- 
gular occurrences  of  this  awful  visitation  of 
spirit." 

Here  Cain  ceased  to  speak ;  and  Mebala, 
with  a  benignity  of  aspect  that  resembled  the 
purity  of  celestial  adoration^  with  a  collected 
state  of  spirits,  thus  replied : 

"  Thy  name,  O  great  Creator  of  all  things^ 
be  for  ever  blessed ! — to  thee  alone,  O  wise 
and  gracious  God  of  mercy !  are  our  thanks 
to  be  rendered-— to  thee  are  our  praises  and 
oblations  to  be  offered,  for  thy  grace  and 
mercy  in  sparing  us,  thy  sinful  creatures.  O 
thou  just  and  perfect  Being,  of  infinite  good- 
ness !  be  pleased  to  accept  of  our  unfeigned 
and  humble  thanks  for  all  the  favours  thou 
in  thy  bounteous  care  art  pleased  to  render 
unto  such  undeserving  creatures. — May  thy 
mysteries  be  rightly  understood,  and  faithfully 
interpreted  by  us  in  the  sight  of  supernatural 
worlds,  wherein  we  have  beheld  wonderful 
appearances. — It  is  our  duty  to  offer  thee  the 
tribute' of  thanks  and  praise  for  our  preserva- 
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^ion  from  so  maoy  recent  dangers,  and  crowd- 
^tig  evils-— 

"  Yes,  O  mighty  Mover  of  the  heavens  ! 

Xt  is  thine  to  accept,  and  thou  hast  promise^ 

to  our  parents   to  receive,  the  humble   ad- 

f^resses  of  their  offspring ;  which  name  we  in 

I'everential  awe  beg  leave  to  adopt ;  nor  cast 

'^s  off,  O  our  Maker !   in  this  desolated  and 

uncultivated  land — but  grant  unto  as  a  remis* 

sion  of  our  sins,  and  by  thy  providence  pro- 

tsct  us  from  future  causes  of  baleful  guilt,  so 

that  at  the  hour  of  dissolution  the  angel  of 

our  ministry  may  present  us  spotless  before 

the  footsteps  of  thy  throne. 

''  Merciful  Father  of  all,  we  repose  oui 
cares  within  thy  ordering  decrees  of  human 
affairs,  and  only  hope,  by  humble  resignation 
to  thy  will,  to  find  the  solacing  rest  that  peace 
in  f^th  can  fully  supply.  Be  gracious  and 
merciful,  O  God,  to  this  sinful  mortal  who 
has  fallen  within  thy  just  displeasure— even 
my  husband,  who  received  me  at  thy  com- 
mand.   Granjt,  O  righteous  Father  of  benefi* 
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cence !  that  by  a  perpetual  sense  of  his  crime, 
and  a  sincerity  of  heart  to'bewail  his  deeds, 
tvhich  are  clouded  with  the  transgression  of 
thy  high  commandment,  be  may  be  enabled 
to  wash  away  the  stains  of  guiit  which  pollute 
his  soul, — that  we  may  in  thy  kingdom  join 
our    dear  and    much   beloved  brother  Abe), 
there  to  rest  the  unlimited  ages  of  eternity's 
boundless    expanse!    If   thy  creatures    hav^ 
found  favour  in  thy  sight,  by  our  visions,  of 
sleep,  fulfil,  O  Almighty !  a  further  assurance 
by  future  revelations — this  mayest  thou  graiU^ 
O  Lord  God!   if  it  be  thy  divine  pleasure^ 
and  in  thy  own  name,  and  for  thy  sake  alone^ 
we  humbly  request   it-->-for  which,  and  aU 
mercies  vouchsafed  unto  us,  may  our  hearts 
for  ever  continue  to  be  humbly  thankful  for 
thy  name's  sake,  to  whom  be  thanks,  praise 
and  glory,  now  and  for  evermore.    Amen/' 

Mehala  here  closed  her  invocation  of  the 
Deity,  aid  arose  from  her  kness. 

Cain,  in  a  transport  of  delight  with  which 
his  gloomy  aspect  was  illumined  (for  the  first 
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time  in  his  life)  with  a  sincerity  of  heart,  fell 
prostrate  on  the  earth,  and  in  a  loud  voice 
spoke  as  follows : — 

"  O  thou !  who  rulest  the  unlimited  expanse, 
and  givest  life  and  being  to  the  unnumbered 
creatures  of  thy  hand,  and  in  thy  view  canst 
behold  the  span  of  time  and  the  infinitude  of 
eternity,  be  merciful  to  thy  fallen  creature-— 
and  compassionate  his  deep  distress.     O  AU 
mighty  Power!    I  am  now  convinced  that^ 
while  under  thy  displeasure,  none  of  thy  im- 
mortal creatures  (for  such  may  I  esteem  the 
human  race)  can  enjoy  a  state  of  happiness; 
as  after  this  mortal  tabernacle  is  put  off,  we 
shall  live  for  ever  in  a  state  proportioned  t5 
the  lioliness  and  purity  of  our  chamcters  while 
on  earth.     To  thee,  O  Father  of  our  souls^ 
shall  we  only  cry,  for  it  is  thine  to  save  and 
help — it  is  thou  alone  canst  pardon  and  deliver 
— and  of  the^,  O  gracious  God,  I  crave  par- 
don and  forgiveness-^nor  let  me  in  the  multi- 
tude of  works  ask  amiss— but  mercifully  in- 
cline thine  ears  to  the  supplication   of  my. 
soul,  refresh  it  with  thy  grace,  and  give  it 
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rest  ia  a  surety  of  hope,  that  my  sins  are  par^ 
doned^  acui  my  peace  with  thee  is  fully  -esta- 
blished.    Further  vouchsafe  to  replenish  my 
soul  with  thy  holy  counsel^,  that  I  may  not 
depart  from  thy  statu tes^  nor  inculcate   vice 
through    the   crafts   or   deceits   of  evil   that 
reigns  in  my  flesh,  or  which   may  be  sug* 
gested  by  the  malignant  spirits,  those  minions 
of  the  grand  enemy  of  our  nature,  who  so  craf* 
tily  deceived  our  parents  in  the  transcendent 
garden  of  delightful  Paradise-^but  graat  these 
my  petitions,  O  righteous  Qod|  for  thy  name's 
s^ke.    Amen.'* 

Cain  having  closed  his  prayer  to  God^ 
Mehala  tenderly  embraced  him,  and  said, 
**  Now  of  a  truth  I  know  that  the  divine  in- 
fluence hath  been  shed  on  thee,  for  in  my  vi- 
sions of  sleep,  the  bright  agent  of  the  Most 
High  revealed  the  secret  of  thy  returning 
strength — nevertheless,  be  humble, — be  pa- 
tient,— be  fully  resigned,  under  all  the  dispen- 
sations of  thy  Maker, — for  from  those  must 
the  experience  of  thy  faith  under  trial  result, 
and  by  which  shalt  thou  secure  unto  thysetf 
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tiiat  celestial  joy  which  the  presence  of  the 
dread  Sovereign  of  the  universe  can  only  give, 
-when,  thou  sbahy  with  myriads  of  holy  angels, 
adore  in  ecstatic  transport,  and  with  asto- 
nished fervour,  in  the  realms  of  eternal  light, 
where  joys  can  have  no  end ;  even  the  city  of 
the  great  and  eternal  Author  of  all  that  lives, 
moves,  or  has  a  being  ! — 

^*  For  thou  knowest  it  is  from  his  word 
alone  this  great  world  and  all  the  surrounding 
orbs  bad  their  source ;  at  his  command  chao- 
tic matter  divided  itself  into  light  and  dark- 
ness . — cold  and  heat  yet  wanted  a   farther 
command  to  divide  those  parts  again,  where- 
fore those  subdivisions  were  at  his  command 
thus  ordered,  which  they  respectively  obeyed 
— ^for,  as  yet,  was  nothing  on  the  first  day  of 
creation,  but  light  and  heat  above,  and  cold 
and  darkness  below. 

*'  The  second  day,  or  measure  of  God's 
commandments,'  commenced  with  the  form 
of  the  firmament,  and  the  reservoirs  for  the 
•waters. 
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*'The  third  day,  or  measure  of  God's  work, 
was  the  formatioo  of  earth  and  seas,  as  also  of 
the  rivers  and  lakes,  and  likewise  the  herbs 
and  fruits  of  the  earth. 

*'  On  the  fourth  day,  or  space  of  God's 
work,  were  the  sun  and  moon  created,  and  not 
before;  for  the  three  preceding  measures, 
which  are  accounted  as  days,  were  but  periods 
for  the  measuring  of  time  by  God's  command- 
ment, for  as  yet  were  not  the  luminaries  cre- 
ated ;  on  the  fourth  day  was  the  matter  col- 
lected for  their  creation,  when  they  were  se- 
verally commanded  to  revolve  in  their  orbits, 
and  to  render  service  unto  man. 

"  The  fifth  day  was  employed  by  our  God 
in  supplying  the  sea  with  fishes,  and  the  air 
with  fowls." 

**  The  sixth  day  were  all  other  creatures 
that  have  life,  at  God's  word  created,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  morning. 

''  But  at  noon,  as  the  glorious  luminary, 
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the  lamp  of  heavea,  had  ascended  bis  highest 
point  of  the  arch  of  his  diuroal  motion  through 
the  heavens^  just^athis  greatest  altitude,  he 
was  commanded  to  rest  there  until  the  Lord 
God  of  heaven  had  formed  man  from  the  dust 
of  the  earth,  and  in  his  nostrils  breathed  the 
breath  of  life.  Thus  was  our  sire  created^ 
and  next  formed  our  common  giother  Eve. 

"  What  need  we  any  further  instruction 
than  to  search  into  the  treasures  of  our  God  i 
for  unto  tbem  that  seek,  shall  wisdom  be 
given  ;  and  by  them  that  seaich,  sbull  under- 
standing be  found. 

"  The  creatures  of  the  earth,  like  unto  us, 
possess  the  five  senses  of  God's  mighty  power, 
inasmuch  as  they  can  taste,  smell,  hear,  see, 
and  are  capable  of  the  sensation  of  touching ; 
— therefore,  those  were  not  our  greatest  per- 
fections in  this  organized  body  of  ilesh,  for  as 
tbe  angel  in  the  vision  of  my  dream,  with 
empyreal  ecstasy^  gave  the  glory  to  the  Most 
High,  that  we  were  created  with  two  other 
senses  as  superior  to  all  the  rest,  namely,  un- 
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d^rstanding  and  speech;  the  first  to  direct 
our  faculties  and  passions  iii  the  perception  of 
ideas,  or  actively  by  judging  of  the  propriety, 
which  we  denominate  by  the  powers  of  willing 
or  abstaining,  to  be  reason,  for  hereia  do  we 
surpass  the  brutal  creation,  who  have  no  guide 
but  nature,  or  animal  propensities* 

"  Again,  the  other  sense  of  conveying  our 
ideas  by  words,  which  our  Maker  has  defined 
speech,  is,  in  itself,  a  'bkssing  of  commiinica- 
tion,  of  which  the  inferior  world  can  in  no 
wise  partake,  and  is,  of  all  others,  the  greatest 
surety  of  the  immortality  of  that  spirit  which 
the  Lord  breathied  into  us  at  our  first  forma-^ 
tion,  and  is  to  follow  in  all  our  posterity:— 
But,  my  beloved,  to  close  the  particulars  of 
this  relation,  which  was  revealed  to  me  in  last 
night's  sleep,  the  angel  hath  assured  me  that 
this  is  the  seventh  day,  wherein  the  Lord 
rested  from  his  work  of  creation,  and  will  re- 
veal his  dread  commands  in  ages  yet  to  come, 
that  it  is  to  be  kept  holy  during  all  the  then 
succeeding  ages  until  the  end  of  time^  when 
we  shall  put  on  the  eternal  rest  and 'peace  of 
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Our  God  in  the  world  of  beatific  visions, 
'^vhere  unmeasured  ages  shall  pass  away  un« 
Uttmbered  in  sabbaths  of  praise,  thanks,  and 
"Worship  of  him  who  is  the  only  source  of 
glory,  power,  dominion,  love,  joy,  and  happi- 


ness.** 


Here  Mehala,  with  a  pious  ejaculation, 
^nded  her  discourse;  when  the  penitent  son 
of  sin  and  sorrow  thus  exclaimed : 

"  O  thou  blessed  of  God,  be  ever  happy,  be 
ever  wise — for  thine  it  is  the  revelations  of 
the  Highest  to  know;  let  us,  therefore,  ac- 
cerdifig  to -thy  word,  make  the  sabbath  to 
commence; — yes — let  us  set  this  day  apart 
for  ever — let  us  teach  our  future  progeny  its 
sanctification  :— but,  as  the  shower  is  now 
beginningto  fal]>  this  open  spot  affords  not 
shelter;*!  can  perceive  yonder  spreading 
palm  to  be  a  place  of  refuge  from  the  storm's 
rage." 

Ooin-  and  Mehala  having  -retired   to   the 
shelter  of  the  palm-tree,  there -communed  witli 
a  7  o 
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each  other  on  spiritual  matters,  and  spent  the 
day  in  prayers  to  Almighty  God ;  so  far  was 
compunction  seated  in  the  breast  of  the 
mourning  fratricide ;  to  effect  which,  the  af- 
fability and  persuasive  doctrine  of  truth,  and 
pure  maxims  of  sincerity  of  heart  of  Mehala^ 
the  wife  of  his  bosom,  did  not  a  little  contri* 
bute. 

So  far  it  is  plain  that  any  person  endowed 
with  purity  of  understanding  in  the  know- 
ledge of  celestial  things,  may,  with  certaiftty, 
convert  an  erring  partner,  whether  husband 
or  wife.  For,  as  the  hard  and  impenetrable 
marble  is  worn  by  the  gentle  dropping  of  a 
soft  liquid,  so  is  the  ferocity  of  human  crea- 
tures tamed  by  gentle  advice  and  soothing 
admonition;  or,  as  the  mighty  monarch  of 
the  forest,  that  with  resistless  fury  can  force 
down  the  lofty  pine,  and  take  his  prey  within 
the  sight  of  an  associated  army  of  enemies 
without  fear,  and  regardless  of  all  obstruc- 
tions, yet,  by  the  subtilty  of  the  herdsman's 
net,  is  conquered  by  weak  cords  that  have 
nought  to  recommend  their  suretyship  but  u 
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variety  of  knotting ;  for  the  number,  when 
altogether  exerting  their  strength,  dp  with 
ease  secure  the  noble  animal,  and  subject  him 
to  fear  and  death;  so  that  the  shepherd  is 
with  ease  master  of  the  forest  king :  and  be 
that  lately  made  the  numerous  wild  inhabi- 
tants quake  at  his  roar,  is  now  no  more  a  ter- 
ror, but  dies  ignominiously,  without  attacking, 
even  the  simple  sheep-dog  who  attends  his 
master  to  worry  the  fatigued  and  panting  ani- 
mal. Just  so  was  the  hard  and  rugged  brow 
of  Cain  subdued  by  the  soft  and  gentle  re- 
bukes, admonitions,  councils,  and  tenderness 
of  his  wife — for  indeed  his  fierceness  was 
overpowered  by  the  sacred  tenets  infused  into 
his  troubled  conceptive  faculties  by  his  inno« 
cent  partner ;  who,  notwithstanding  her  little 
knowledge  of  the  pangs  of  guilt,  yet  had 
words  of  spiritual  tnlthsrso  as  to  entangle  him 
in  a  net  of  knowledge  of  that  which  was  cer- 
tain death  to  his  carnal  inclinations. 

Cain  was  in  many  instances  convinced,  and 
gave  eager  hearing  to  Mehala;  but  yet  he 
could  in  no  wise  efface  the  terrific  mark  of 

o2 


292  THE  DEATH  OF  CAIN- 

Instabitity  of  fain, 

God  imprinted  on  his  forehead — in  yarn  he 
endeavoured  to  wash  away  the  frightfalaes»  of 
his  physiognomy^  but  as  often  found  it  wa». 
impracticable — for  never  can   the   stains  of 
heinous  crimes  be  made  clean^  unless  purged 
by  long  and  continued  habits  of  repenting 
sorrow  and  contrition  of  heart ;  therefore  the 
casual  repentant  cannot  remove  so  easily,  as 
be  would   fondly  indulge^  his   imaginations, 
until  the   Deity  views  the  heart  as  cleansed 
from  pollution;  for  a  man's  pretensions  to  be 
virtuous,  good,  or  penitent,  have  no  efficacy 
to  importune  his  conscience  to  be  silent  in 
her  severe  lectures  of  reprehension.    So  it  was 
yet  with  Cain ;  he  knew  not  the  proof  of  his 
stability,   for  light  and  darkness  alternately 
bad  guidance  of  his  paths :  nor  could  he  as* 
certain  his  resolves  for  a  single  day,  so  new 
was  the  profession  he  had  learned,  and  so  pre- 
carious are  the  various  paths  that  lead  out  of 
the  road  of  spiritual  life,  to  that  of  endless 
destruction ;  for  the  enemy  of  our  nature  is 
more  assiduous  to  gain   over  the   reclaimed 
sinner,  than  he  is  to  seduce  innocence ;  so 
great  is  his  desire  to  plunge  human  bei^^ 
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into  the  curse  of  his  everlasting  doom  of  ter- 
ror, horror,  and  torment,  beside  the  unre- 
pentant state  of  being  an  enemy  to  God ! — 
How  fearful  is  such  a  case,  and  how  much 
to  be  dreaded  is  such  a  situation ! 

The  land  unto  which  Cain  had  arrived  was 
pleasing  to  the  sight,  and  had  plenty  of  fruits 
and  streams  to  water  it;  materials  too  were 
at  band,  with  which  to  build  a  hut ;  nor  did 
th^  lonely  pair  decline  industry. 

A  few  days  after  their  arrival,  they  fixed 
upon  a  gentle  rising  plain  which  lay  between 
two  lofty^ mountains  on  the  north  and  south, 
and  a  meandering  brook  of  crystal  waters  that 
enclosed  the  eastern  borders,  and  then,  with  a 
solemn  voice  of  echoing  murmurs,  ran  down 
precipitately  several  steep  and  craggy  rocks : 
thence  the  flooded  pearls  of  dashing  waves 
threw  out,  with  impetuous  force,  their  copious 
stores;  which,  mixing  with  the  tumbling 
sheets,  made  the  cascade  shower  of  pearly 
dews,  adding  beauty  and  grandeur  to  the 
urorks  of  nature,  and,  of  ^course,  sublimely 
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^reat.  The  other  point  towards  the  west,  had 
woods  of  awfal  and  stupendous  height,  whose 
copse  and  spruce  were  impenetrable ;  for  unto 
Pison^  the  great  river  of  Eden,  was  tfiii 
mighty  forest  planted  by  the  hand  of  God. 

Here  Cain,  and  his  helpmate,  raised  their 
hut,  and  first  laid  open  the  soil  to  receive  the 
seeds  of  the  earth ;  and  in  less  than  a  year  saw 
themselves  possessed  of  another  son,  to  whom 
Cain  gave  the  name  of  Enoch,  and  in  his 
name  he  called  the  new  residence  he  had  now 
possessed;  and  without  further  occurrence 
saw  a  second  year  completed. 
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Happy  are  those  who  early  seek  the  altar 
of  devotion,  whereby  they  ensure  unto  them- 
selves the  favour  and  guidance  of  the  Most 
High ;  for  unto  those  that  are  thus  endowed 
with  true  wisdom,  will  the  great  and  glorious 
works  of  the  Omnipotent  be  revealed  ;  and  he 
shall  thereby  flourish  in  the  land  as  a  willow- 
tree  adjacent  to  the  stream  :  his  words  shall 
clothe  him  with  true  regard  from  angels  and 
men,  and  in  the  end  of  his  days  shall  he  re- 
joice in  the  arm  of  |he  Almighty,  for  in  him 
is  his  strength  and  his  refuge.     Nor  shall  he 
be  forsaken  in  the  hour  of  dissolution,  for  his 
hope  is  on  high,  and  lives   beyond  the  dark 
mansions  of  the  grave ;  and  in  faith  of  such 
assurance  and  true  belief,  he  lays  him  down 
in  peace,  and  smiles  at  the  slumber  of  deatt\; 
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for  he  hath  lived  in  charity,  and  dies  in  such 
love,  so  that  he  cannot  feel  the  sting  of  death; 
nor  is  the  gravie  a  victor  over  him,  for  he  sow- 
eth  in  corruption,  with  a  certainty  to  rea^  in- 
corruptible fruit  in  that  day  when  the  world 
shall  be  judged  in  righteousness. 

As  the  hart  is  refreshed  by  the  cooling  re- 
selrvoir  in  the  shaded  hanks  of  the  slow-moving 
level  of  a  deep  cut  riU,  wiiose  source  is  little 
more  than  contiiMted  drops,  yet  by  a  passage 
through  the  plain,  fills  the  hollow  up  to  its 
level;  when  she  r^ires  from  the  sun-burnt 
cliff  to  evade  the  darting  rays  of  mid-day  sun, 
or  the  hard  breathing  toil  of  fleeting  firom  the 
relentless  hunter's  eager  chase,  when  the  flood 
alone  can  save  her  from  instsmtaneous  death, 
-and  gives  the  wearied  animal  new  vigour  to 
<elade  the  dangers  that  portend ;  so  were  the 
joys  of  Cain  and  his  spouse,  when  from  the 
hand  of  Heaven  a  female  was  added  to  their 
l^amily*  Herein,  said  Cain,  shall  my  name  be 
perpetuated;  for,  until  this  time  did  I  doubt 
the  goodness  of  Heaven,  and  held  suspicions 
4iat  my  name  would  be  Uotted   out  from 
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afBOOgst  those  who  should  replenish  and  mul- 
tiply the  sons  of  men. 

Mehala  far  exceeded  her  husband  in  devout 
praises  unto  the  Lord,  and  in  her  enraptured 
ecstasy  tinted  away. 

•  The  unexpected  sight  allayed  the  exulting 
joys  of  Cain,  and  instantly  he  sunk  into  ex- 
treme sadness : — *'  Alas !"  he  cried,  "  am  I 
such  an  unfortunate  wretch  as  to  be  the  sport 
of  time,  and  the  partaker  of  'the  bitterness  of 
many  deaths ! — Oh,  whence  had  I  this  torment ! 
I  have  been  from  my  early  days,  until  now,  a 
mourner  and  a  man  of  sorrows. .  In  vain  do  I 
seek  repose,  for  sin  and  death  are  constantly 
at  my  door;  my  deserts  are  such,  I  sliall  not 
be  freed  from  continual  tribulations,  for  in  er- 
ror  is  my  understanding  bewildered,  and  from 
evil  I  cannot  separate  the  imaginations  of  my 
heart.  O  wretched  man,  thy  blessing  seems 
to  forerun  thy  curse! — Ha'  is  she  still  alive 
— my  dear  Mehala  !" 

He  then  embraced  her  in  his  arms,  and  ad* 

06 


300  THE  DEATH  OF  CAIN. 

Reply  of  Mehalia. 

miaistered  a  spicy  froit,  Whose  aromatic  odour 
soon  restored  the  signs  to  animated  strength, 
and  gave  to  Cain  a  second  joy. 

'^Ah  i  my  dear/'  said  Mehala,  '^  wherefore  do«t 
thou  repine  ? — Although  deprived  of  strength 
in  offices  of  external  sensation,  yet  I  distinctly 
heard  your  words,  which  were  not  befitting 
thy  situation,  nor  as  a  finite  being  of  transit 
tory  existence  in  this  life;  for  thou  knowesi 
full  well  that  the  decrees  of  Heaven  are  just 
and  faithful,  and  therefore,  upon  what  pretext 
are  thy  complaints  i 

"  Thy  sorrows  for  my  seeming  dissolution 
were  unbecoming,  for  thou  didst  not  seek  a 
remedy,  or  try  an  experiment  to  save  a  fleet-r 
ing  breath,  but  utteredst  thy  dislike  to  the  will 
of  the  Most  High." 

Cain,  unable  to  answer  to  her  charge,  in 
sad  silence  groaned  without  reply.  Again  she 
resumed  her  admonition  ;  when  he  in  sullen 
silence  withdrew,  leaving  his  son  andnew-hori\ 
daughter  to  Mehala's  feeble  care« 
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No  sooner  was  CaiQ  from  the  presence  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  conceived  to  be  in  error, 
than  he  strayed  into  the  unknown  paths  of 
the  extensive  forest,  which  bounded  his  mea- 
dowed  plain,  and  in  a  de^p  vaulted  furrow 
took  his  way  onward,  not  knowi&g  whither, 
nor  considering  to  what  end,  or  upon  what 
pretence,  he  strayed  through  the  dismal 
haunt. 

Life,  in  the  highest  arch-angel  and  in  the 
lowest  reptile,  is  one  and  the  same  in  its  orir 
ginal  essence  and  source,  which  is  God  ;  and 
it  is  the  difference  in  the  subject,  or  recipient, 
that  alone  varies  the  form  of  it.  Man  has  a 
threefold  capacity,  each  one  above  another, 
which  no  other  creature  has,  and  therefore;  is 
receptive  of  the  spiritual  and  rational,  as  well 
as  of  the  animal  life.  The  exercise  and  im- 
provement of  the  faculties  open  the  two  for^ 
mer;  but  where  they  continue  shut,  he  is  no 
better  than  a  sensual  animal  (as  is  to  be  seen 
in  too  many  among  those  who  bear  the  chris- 
tian name);  though,  the  root  of  his  nature 
being  in  the  eternal  world,  thence  he  must  be 
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of  iain<»tal  cootiotiance  in  exitteoce,  wbecfaer 
of  good  Of  e^il  society. 

Thej  who  attain  ao  higher  thaa  tbe  ra^- 
tkmal  life  in  this  world,  majbe  great  scholani^ 
and  able  to  speculate  highlj,  to  reasoa  <ltep- 
ly,  and  talk  profoundly  on  daric  or  abstnue 
subjects;  but  if  they  advance  not  to  some 
sense  of  spiritual  things,  or  to  a  conscientious 
discharge  of  religious  duties,  according  to  the 
light  they  receive  from  above,  they  cannot 
reach  to  the  spiritual  life  here,  and  it  is  to  be 
fejlred  will  remain  so  through  the  unmeasur- 
able  space  of  all  eternity ;  for  no  new  princi- 
ple remains  to  be  opened  to  the  soul  in  the 
other  life ;  for,  according  to  the  word  of 
truth,  as  man  falls  {i.  e.  as  lie  dies),  so  is  he 
to  remain  during  the  boundless  existence  of 
eternal  life — here,  therefore,  only  is  that  great 
work  to  be  performed ;  for  according  to  our 
actions  does  it  appear  to  our  own  view  (our 
consciences),  whether  we  are  in  the  direct 
road  to  heaven  or  hell. 

Oft  may  the  observant  eye  behold  a  man  in 
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a  state  of  intoxication,  who,  during  his  ebri- 
ety,  considers   not  whither  he  \%  bound,  nor 
fears   the   gulph   or  cataract  to  which  he  is 
unwarilj  advancing,  until  some  coasideraUb 
slip,  or  accidental  fall,  restores   to   him  brs 
absorbed  senses ;  he  rouses  from  his  lethargic 
state  of  sensation,  and,  looking  around  with 
surprise,  beholds    his  danger.     So  were   the 
faculties  of  Cain  benumbed  with  gross  ideas 
of  sopposed  wrongs  proceeding  from  his  Iot- 
ing  spouse,  who  loved  him  as  her  better  half; 
yet   he,    by  erroneous    measure,  saw   her  in 
another  light,  therefore  judged  her  severe  and 
harsh.     Anon  the  rising  boughs  of  tufted  bay 
trees,  with  a  loud  rustling  of  the  leaves,  di»- 
closed  to  view  a  terrific  combat.     A  tigress, 
robbed    of    her  young   by   the    lion's   vora- 
cious  appetite,  had,  in   the  fact,  convinced 
herself  the  potent  chief  of  the  quadruped  race 
was  guilty  of  the  murderous  deed,  and  in  a 
furious  rage  of  wrath  and  unrelenting  jBexibi- 
lity,  attacked  the  barbarous  despoiler  of  her 
tender  care. 

The  lion  thus  assailed^  ai^d  unprepared  for 
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a  contending  match  of  powerful  exertion  in 
brutal  strength,  was,  by  the  vigour  of  the  ti- 
gress, sadly  hurt,  ere  he  was  in  a  condition  of 
preparation  ready  to  return  the  salute. — ^Added 
to  this  misfortune  of  being  surprised  by  ^ the 
furious  dam  of  the  wild  brood  *oi  cubs,  the 
mate  of  the  sorrowful  femate.rCame  to  her 
assistance,  and  instinctively  assisted  his  mate, 
and,  both  together,  plied  the  royal  brute  with 
a  sufficient  match  to  his  great  skill  in  fight  atid 
mighty  strength. 

It  was  here  Cain  was  convinced  he  was.  in 
the  mouth  of  danger — he  fl^d  aside,  but  scarce 
knew  which  way  to  run,  for  the  forest  echoed 
with  the  mighty  roar — the  fight  was  desperate 
as  doubtful;  but  at  length  the  straying  mortal 
saw  the  lion  victorious,  at  the  same  time  saw 
the  poor  animals  expiring  in  defending  their 
lawful  right. — "  Is  this  justice T   exclaimed 
the  son  of  Adam : — "  if  it  is,  then  what  are 
wrongs !" — But  scarcely  had  he  spoken  these 
words,  when  the  lion^  through  loss  of  blood 
and  dreadful  rents   and   wounded  flesh,  fell 
lifeless  near  the  spot. 
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"Ah !"  said  Cain,  "  I  see  iny  error — I 
draw  conclusions  precipitately* — my  temper  is 
hasty — I  must  curb  that  dangerous  fire  that 
too  oft  has  kindled  my  soul  into  a  flame — I 
see  a  lesson  in  the  dark  recesses  of  the  crowded 
forest — this  brute,  who  was  the  conqueror  and 
the  aggressor,  was  not  long  triumphant;  he 
perished  in  his  guilt. . 

"  My  parents  were  kind  and  good  to  me 
when  I  had  robbed  them  of  a  goodly  son ;  yet 
I  felt  no  inclination  to  confess  my  guilt, 
otherwise  than  by  aggravating  vaunts  of 
wickedness  in  the  hour  of  my  frantic  sadness: 
—No ;  I  did  not  lessen  the  horror  of  the  deed 
by  applying  balsam  to  the  wound  I  gave  their 
hearts,  but  relentlessly  quitted  the  plains  of 
Salem,  wherein  they  now  inhabit,  and  fled 
thither  from  God's  presence  and  their  rebuke. 
— Alas !  how  vain  are  my  attempts ;  for  as 
the  lion,  who  with  superior  force  overcame 
the  injured  animals  in  the  forest,  and  then  fell 
a  victim  to  his  untimely  passion  of  preying 
on  the  innocent  youn^,  so  shall  my  guilt  bo 
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pursued  by  punisbmeats  that  shall  fall  heavy 
on  my  head  at  an  unexpected  and  unguarded 
hour. 

**  I  am  now  convinced  that  my  faasty  re- 
solves are  erroneous  and  partial ;  I  shall  return 
and  ask  forgiveness  of  my  excellent  wife,  who 
only  is  kind  to  me  in  admonishing  me  to  flee 
from  sin ;  therefore  I  shall  henceforward  en- 
deavour to  deserve  her  kindness.'' 

Cain  sought  the  path  und^  the  vaulted 
shrubs  and  contracting  brambles,  without  ef- 
fect, and  with  laboured  difficulty  got  to  the 
verge  of  the  forest  ere  it  was  dark,  and  at 
length  arrived  at  his  dwelling,  quite  wearied 
and  spent  with  fatigue.  / 

Mehala,  on  account  of  her  recent  traTail, 
was  very  weak ;  and  agitated  by  the  abrupt 
manner  of  her  husband's  departure,  was  very 
much  indisposed ;  feverish  symptoms  were 
evident  in  the  glowing  blush  of  heat  in  either 
cheek ;  the  swelling  eye-lids  and  dimness  of 
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sights  heated  fluids,  quick  pulsation ,  and  a 
difficulty  in  respiration,  were  omens  too  ob- 
vious to  be  overlooked. 

Cain  saw  his  affectionate  conipanion  in  this 
state,  but  through  his  indiscreet  route,  was  so 
fatigued  that  he  was  incapable  to  give  her  any 
assistance. 

Here  let  us  leave  the  strangers  in  Nod,  and 
look  towards  Salem,  to  behold  the  condition 
of  our  first  parents,  and  their  offspring  there. 


Adam  and  Eve  no  sooner  lost  their  son 
tind  daughter,  than  they  sought  around  in  the 
adjacent  woods,  whither  they  supposed  most 
probably  would  be  the  retreat  of  their  sorrow- 
ing son,  who  so  wickedly  had  slain  their  be- 
loved Abel. 

Thirza,  the  disconsolate  widow  of  the  first 
of  men  over  whom  death  assumed  dominion, 
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was  restless  the  whole  night;  and  hearing. the 
sighs  and  'lamentations  of  her  sister  Mehala, 
her  curiosity  had  such  influence  over  her 
watch|  that  she  was  guided  solely  to  know  the 
issue  of  the  lonesome  haunt,  she  saw  her  kin- 
dred hastening  to,  as  the  thickest  part  of  the 
dismal  shade  was  their  direction. 

By  Cain*s  voice  and  gloomy  observatioD, 
Srhe  heard  and  distinctly  understood  that  to- 
wards the  east  of  the  flowery  pliun  wap  the 
route  destined  to  the  unhappy  family. 

Further;  the  radiant  oriental  star  of  night 
was  the  guidance  of  Mehala  and  her  spouse, 
as  onward  they  hastily  directed  their  footsteps 
over  the  eastern,  lawn  which  led  into  the  rus- 
set covering  of  the  forest  wilds.  ' , 


This,  intelligence  gained,  she  quickly  re- 
turned unto  the  cottage  of  Adam  and  Eve, 
whom  she  found  in  postures  of  devotion  -^  aod 
with  fervent  zeal  imploring  the  mercy  of  the 
Divine  to  Being  spare,  pardon,  regenerate,  and 
mak^  unto  them  and  himself  a  happy  man. 
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Situation  of  Adam  and  Eve. 

I 

their  unfortunate  and  first-born  wicked  son^ 
even  Cain^  the  murderer  of  his  brother. 

Many  were  the  pious  entreaties  of  Adam 
unto  the  Most  High^  to  look  with  compassion 
on  him;  the  work  of  his  hands ;  therefore^  noi 
to  cast  off  for  ever  the  erring  of  a  weak  un- 
guided  mortal;  whose  certainty  in  this  world 
was  only  death ;  that  the  concomitants  of 
man's  life  were,  by  his  transgression,  a  body 
of  evils,  whose  only  productions  were  various 
sins — therefore,  as  mercy  was  given  unto  him, 
to  let  the  same  grace  shine  upon  his  fallen  son ; 
to  whom,  under  a  conviction  of  his  guilt,  a 
humble  and  contrite  heart  might  be  restored 
by  mercy,  unto  the  practice  of  purer  and  holy 
living,  under  a  convinced  state  of  his  maledic- 
tion and  unheard-of  malefaction. 

Eve,  with  uplifted  hands  and  streaming 
eyes,  invoked  the  awful  Majesty  of  Heaven 
to  look  unto  her,  the  miraculous  work  of  the 
Great  Supreme;  that  as  she  l;lad  fallen  into  sin 
by  the  subtilty  of  Satan,  under  his  artful  dis* 
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guise^  whereby  evil   became  hereditary,  and 
her  offspring  were  thereby  coQstantly  under 
its  influence,  she  besought  the  dread  Sove- 
reign of  the  Universe  to  grant  that  mercy  onto 
her  first-born  son,  which  he  was   in  his  al- 
mighty goodness  pleased,  and  did  vouchsafe 
to  grant  unto  her  when  she  had  so  wickedly 
broken  the  commandment  which  she  received 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Most  High  and  Omnipo- 
tent  God, — that  the  sin  and  folly  of  her  rash 
and  unthinking  son  was  but  an  offence  against 
their  precepts  only,  for  from  the  high  arch  of 
Heaven  the  murderer  had  received  no  com- 
mand; she,  therefore,  humbly  intreated   the 
Almighty  to  pardon  that  sin  which  the  enemy 
to  his   nature,  and   the  corrupt  state  of  his 
flesh,  had  seduced  him  to  commit. 

Eve  now  was  silent ;  and  Thirza  advanced 
with  fresh  excitements  to  grief  and  sadness 
painted  on  her  countenance,  when  Adam  aud 
Eve  with  soothing  tenderness  endeavoured  to 
add  comfort  with  their  words  unto  the  mourn- 
ing widow  of  the  fallen  saint. 
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Adam  goes  in  quest  of  Caia. 


Tears  relieved  the  sorrows  of  l*er  anxious 
breast :  and  as  soon  as  she  had  recovered  the 
use  of  the  organs  of  speech,  the  innocent  fair 
gave  a  relation  of  all  she  knew,  and  what 
were  her  conjectures  relative  to  the  flight  of 
Cain. 

Meanwhile,  it  was  deliberated  upon  by 
Adam,  Eve,  and  Thirza,  whether  he  should 
not  follow  their  track,  lest  tfiey  should  fall 
into  some  unforeseen  danger  in  the  unfre- 
quented wood,  and  there  be  lost  through  want 
of  means  of  food,  or  assistance  to  guide  them 
out  again. 

The  council  closed. — Eve  and  Thirza  were 
to  await  the  return  of  Adam,  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  particulars  he  should  of  consequence 
be  acquainted  with,  if  he  was  so  fortunate  as 
to  overtake  them,  his  children  who  were  hur- 
rying from  his  rebuke,  and  also  from  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Almighty. 

Adam  with  hasty  steps  forsook  the  plain ; 
and  on  the  entrance  of  the  wood  was  directed 
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Adam  discovers  Josiah  and  Eliel. 
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by  the  nocturnal  star, -which  was  partly  to- 
wards the  east,  and  with  eagerness^of  foot 
soon  travelled  many  miles. 

4 

■      if; 

About  the  morning  watch  Adam  reached^ 
the   flowery  banks  whereon   the   children  of 
Cain   were   seated,  and   directed   his  speech 
unto  Josiah,  who  with   Eliel  were  impatient 
of  delays  .enquired  where  their  pan^nts  were. 
When,  ere  Eliel  or  his  brother  could  reply,  an 
angel  in  azure  robes,  tinged  with  celestial  pur- 
ple, announced  unto  Adap,  that  he  (Adam) 
should  conduct  the  children  safely  unto  Salem, 
and  no  more  inquire  concerning  Cain  o^i^e- 
hala;   for,  at  a   time   remote   from    that,  he 
should  see  the  state  of  his  children,  who  were 
then  directing  their  course  towards  the  land 
allotted  them  by  the  Most  High. 

Presently  after  the  angel  disappeared  in  a 
refulgent  cloud  of  radiance. 

Adam,  without  more  words,  or  any  further 
expostulations,  left  the  lonely  spot,  and  with 
a  young  infatit  on  either  arm,  and  one  on 
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either  side,  returned  to  the.  beautiful  plains  of 
Salem,  where  he  was  received  by  Eve  and 
Tliirza  with  impatient  joy  for  their  safe  re- 
turn: and  on  his  recital  of  the  vision  of  the 
sacred  spirit,  they  all,  with  huniility  of  heart 
and  sincere  tongnes,  praised  the  Lord. 

No  sooner  were  the  children  returned  safe 
than  Thirza  claimed  the  protection  of  the  in- 
fant charge  of  Cain  and  Mehala,  which  her 
parents  readily  granted  hen 

Shortly  after  was  born  unto  Adam  another 
SOD,  whose  birth  was  given  instead  of  Abel. 
His  name  was,  by  Adam's  vision,  to,  be  called 
Seth,  or  a  renewal:  importing  that  he  was 
given  instead  of  the  deceased. 

This  was  a  child  of  promise ;  for  from  his 
lineage  sprung  the  lion  of  the  tribe  of  J uda, 
in  the  fulness  of  time,  as  was  appointed  by  the 
Most  High;  nor  was  there  a  greater  type  to 
show  the  redemption  of  fallen  man^  than  God's 
goodness  in  raising  up  the  seed  of  Adam  to 
produce  that  race  of  whom  Shiiohwas  to  pro- 
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Tbirsi^  briitgs  vp  tlw  ChUdren  of  Cain. 


eced-j  for  ia  Abel  was  the  ble89iog;  and  ia 
Cbib  thecutse;  y.^t  unto  Abd  was  tbe  curse 
here,  by  sio,  but  a  blessing  early  through 
righteousness  in  tbe  world  of  spirits,  .made 
perfect  through  mercy  and  grace — and  unto 
Cain  the  blessing  here  and  Ae  curse  herei^fter 
revoked;  inasmuch  as  by  grace  be  found  a 
day  of  acceptance  to  atone  for  his  sioa,  and 
an  assurance  of  salvation  through  faith, 
whereby  he  received  a  Uveiy  hope  to  Inherit 
the  promises. 

With  attentive  care  Thirza  brought  up  the 
children  of  her  sister ;  nor  were  Eve  and  her 
tender  husband  wanting  in  their  parental 
kindness  to  provide  for  the  rising  family. 


Return  we  now  to  Nod,  or  the  land  of  dis- 
guise, wherein  we  left  the  wife  of  Cain  in  her 
weak  and  helpless  state  of  illness;  but  through 
the  blessing  of  that  night*s  repose,  and  re- 
freshing draughts   of  cooling .  liquor,  which 
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Wickedness  of  CaiD*s  Posterity. 


vrks  the  prodace  of  some  frnits  brought  home 
by  Cain  from  the  forest  wherein  he  had  beeo^ 
Mehala  instantly  recovered,  and  next  ^iay 
ivas  freed  from  the  sorrowing  of  a  sickly  bed. 

lo  days  and  weeks  of  care,  antl  months  and 
years,  of  trouble,  Cain  and  Mehala  saw  their 
progeny  increase  to  seven  daughters,  for  from 
this  time  had  Mehala  twins.  Yet  unto  Cain 
was  bom  no  other  son  than  Enochs  for  from 
him  was  to  spring  a  multitude  which  should 
replenish  the  world  exceedingly :  yet,  in  the 
fulness  of  time,  their  evil  caused  an  inundation 
of  the  deep,  and  the  reservoirs  of  Heaven  to 
give  the  whole  of  their  collected  waters  at 
once,  by  their  iniquity  in  doing  that  which 
pleased  their  sight,  and  restraining  .themselves 
from  nothing  that  was  sensual  or  unclean. 

They  became  as  mighty  giants  in  the  earth, 
and  in  process  of  time  drew  down  the  ven- 
geance of  the  Most  High  to  destroy  the  world 
for  their  sakes;  inasmuch  as  they  had,  bj^ 
their  crying  sins,  tainted  the  whole  race  of 
mankind,  and  none  was  found  faithful   but 
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-taiW- 


one  man,  even  Noah,  and  through  his  righte- 
oosness  was  his  family  saved  to  perpetuate  the 
world. 

V 

I 

Cain  having;  with  daily  expiation  for  his 
sins,  offered  with  a  contrite  heart  a  continual 
prayer,  and  at  length  attempted  to  offer  unto 
God  a  sin-offering  and  an  offering  of  peace, 
in  which   Mehala  assisted  with  a  purity  of 
heart'  and  a  peculiar  joy,  for  the  grace  of  the 
Most  High  to  bring  to  a  sense  of  his  guilt 
her  once  suffering  and  accursed  partner,  was 
now,  through  mercy,  accepted  of  God,  for  his 
altars  shone  with  brightness,  and  his  offerings 
were  consumed  in  a  pillar  of  a  towering  cloud, 
emblematical  of  God's  gracious  favour,  so  that 
Cain,  with  his  heart  and  voice  raised  in  melody 
to  God,  gave  thanks   unto  him  whose  it  is 
to  give  life  and   health,   and   plentitude   of 
grace  to  preserve  man  from  the  erfings  and 
strayings  of  his  warfare  in  this  state  of  pro- 
bation. 

•  Be  thine  the  task,  O  man   of  guilt,  who 
hast  received  from  the  hand  of  the  Almighty 
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through  faith  in  the  Sacrifice  of  Christ. 

a  commission  of  peace,  to  rest  in  comfort 
through  the  assurance  of  the  seal  of  pardon 
granted  at  the  Christian  sacrifice  for  sin,  in 
the  commemorating  the  hody  and  the  blood 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  has,  by  his 
precious  blood,  washed  us  from  our  pollutions, 
and  will,  If  we  seek  his  spiritual  kingdom, 
'present  us  before  his  Father  spotless  and 
without  a  blemish,  to  be  numbered  with  his 
saints  and  angels ;  to  be  his  children  and  not 
his  slaves ;  to  be  of  his  household  and  not  his 
servants;  to  be  his  brethren  and  not  his  re- 
moved relatives ! 

O  Christian  people,  who  are  under  the  easy 
yoke  and  light  burthen  of  redemption,  be 
fvise  untcr  salvation ;  for  unto  every  one  is 
;iven  the  means,  by  which  to  obtain  life  and 
.mmortality,  and  to  avoid  sin  and  everlasting 
leath. 
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In  sorrow  let  the  perpetrators  of  wickedness 
mourn  the  foulness  of  their  crimes ;  for  from 
a  compunction  of  soul  is  the  penitent  known : 
of  this  a  tender  and  wounded  conscience  heox^ 
perpetual  record;  otherwise  the  convert,  unr 
der  bis  disguise  of  sanctity,  is  at  best  but  tb^ 
wretched  impostor  of  hypocrisy,  the  ccyust^at 
agent  of  sin,  and  the  forerunner  of  death; 
unto  whom  is  reserved  blackness  and  dark- 
ness, during  the  innumerable  ages  of  eternity. 

Let  the  secure  take  heed  that  he  stands 
fast,  and  let  the  beguiling  son  of  fraud  know, 
that  the  mockery  of  bis  cupniqg  is  to  nonc^ 
i;nore  dangerous  and  destructive  than  to  his. 
own  wretched  soul;  which  must  for  ever 
mourn  the  foHy  of  a  wicked  ajad  unthinking 
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Misery  of  the  Wicked. 

mbuldering  tabernacle,  that  is  composed  of 
dust  and  fishes,  made  up  of  such  perishable 
materials  as  to  be  only  the  tenement  of  a  day 
•—a  mere  yapoup-— a  shadow— a  span  of  no 
continuance,  but  to  fall  into  corruption,  from 
whence  it  had  its  original;  for  man  is  pro* 
dnced  from  dust,  therefore  to  dust  shall  be 
return. 

Wherefore  all  the  railing  for  worldly^ gran- 
(fear  and  oiitentatious  pomp  ^  Ah  i  what  arails 
the  rank  of  title,  the  empty  vaunts  of  simple 
mortals,,  which  at  the  best  are  childish  toys 
that  secure  no  lasting  peace,  no  profitable 
hold  whereto  we  can  resort  in  the  hoar  of 
trouble,  the  trying  time  of  danger — when  the 
pale  and  grim-Tisaged  king  of  terrors  slides 
back  the  curtain,  and  presents  the  hour-glass 
already  run  down. 

Tis  now  the  condemned  mortal^  whose 
doom  is  aonouQced,  will  frankly  own,  that,  in 
the  crowd  of  flatterers  who  were  wont  to  feign 
and  raise  monuments  of  rmmortat  infallibility 
in  their  adulatory  etlcomioms^  there  were  nooer 
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honest  nor  sincere  whp  possctssed  unadorned 
trath :  for  all  their  mock  respect  is  now  upon 
the  eve  of  dark  oblivion^  never  to  be  ajgain 
remembered. 

f 

Alas}  the  compliment  of  my  lord, bis  grace, 
jot  even  majesty  itself,  is  of  no  avail ;  for  the 
fleeting  soul  disembodied,  and  now  disencum- 
hered  of  grosser  matter,  is  ready  to  appear 
naked  before  the  eyes  of  its  original  source; 
the  fountain  of  life,  even  the  Father  of  spirits, 
whose  it  is  to  reward  the  immortal  part,  ac- 
cording  to  its  deserts  during  its  days  of  pro- 
bation in  this  its  sublunary  and  transitory 
dwelling. 

Behold  myriads  of  angels  present  all  in 
waiting,  ready  to  accomplish  the  order  of  the 
Deity !  Think,  O  my  soul,  upon  thy  state;  art 
thou  ready  to   be  called   to  night  unto  the 

■ 

dreadful  hour  of  divine  inspection  i 

Such,  in  some  measure,  was  the  soliloquy 
of  Cain^  as  Mebala  entered  his  tent,  with  a 
CQuptenaace  different  from  what  she  hereto- 
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Cain's  Confession. 

fore  had  assumed  since  their  departure  from 
the  fertile  plains  of  Salem,  where  she  was 
WdBt  to  accept  the  chaste  embrace  of  gentle 
Abel;  for  although  Cain  had  no  idto  of  the 
rank  or  distijictions  of  future  ages,  yet  he  had 
a  lively  sense  of  the  frailty  of  the  flesh,  and  of 
the  doom  pronounced  against  the  life  of  man; 
therefore  were  his  mental  powers  busied  upon 
ihe  state  of  mortal  uncertainty,  as' also  that  of 
the  certainty  of  life  immortal;  for  of  those 
'particular  matters  had  he  heard  his  parents 
frequently  converse,  who  had  at  an  early  pe- 
riod inculcated  precepts  of  practical  applica- 
tion into  him. 

The  mind  of  Cain  was  capable  of  contem- 
plations more  sublime  perhaps  than  the  un- 
derstandings of  our  degenerate  days ;  hence  he 
was  conversant  with  the  state  of  his  dark  ac- 
count with  the  great  Author  of  bis  being,  and 
was  in  full  confession  unto  the  Deity,  giving 
evidence  against  his  deeds,  as  Mehala  entered. 

No  sooner  had  Mehala  given  him  the  morn- 
ing salute,  than  she  entertained  him  with  the 
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Conversation  of  Cain  and  Mehala. 

risions  of  her  sleep.  "  I  am  convinced/'  said 
sbcy  *f  that  still  doth  part  of  our  offspring  live 
whom  we  had  supposed  to  be  devoured  by  the 
voracious  animals  of  the  wood^  when  on  our 
journey  from  Salem  hither," — And  then  with 
a  long  detail  of  particulars,  she  narrated  those 
facts  which  she  judged  would  corroborate  the 
circumstances  of  her  assertions:  to  which 
Cain  paid  due  attention. 

After  various  inferences  drawn  by  either, 
the  result  thereof  was  thus  concluded: — that 
in  a  future  day,  they  would  together  visit  the 
land  of  their  nativity  and  exchange  forgive- 
ness and  pardon  with  the  first  created  of  men, 
his  partner,  and  their  offspring  then  resident 
there — alluding  to  Adam,  Eve,  Thirza,  as.  also 
others  who  were  their  brethren,  and  who, 
since  their  departure,  might  have  been  risen 
up  to  mature  estate. 

This  conclusion  being  finally  made,  Cain 
and  Mehala  were  now  determined  on  the 
errand  of  returning  once  more  to  Salem,  not 
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Marria^  of  Enocb. 


however  with,  intention  to  remain,  but  only 
as  sojourners  in  the  land,  to  pay  they  visit 
thither. 

Now  it  was  that  Cain  began  to  seek  for  a 
spot  of  inheritage  in  which  to  settle  the  pos- 
terity of  his  progeny ;  and  to  that  intent  had 
selected  the  rising  mounts  of  seven  genllj^ 
sw.elliiig  hills  which  graced  the  midland  plain. 

Enoch  having  now  grown  up  to  man^s 
estate,  his  father  gave  unto  him  three  of  hrs 
daughters  to  be  his  wives,  whom  he  took 
unto  iiim  and  raised  up  a  name  unto  his  fa* 
ther;  therefore  was  Cain  rejoiced,  and  called 
the  city  which  he  bad  raised  (partially  erected, 
to  be  finished  only  by  the  rising  ge»eratiotts 
of  his  offspring)  after  the  name  of  his  sea; 
so  that  it  was  afterwards  known  by  the  name 
of  the  city  of  Enoch,  or  Chanock,  until  the 
deluge. 

A  man-child  was  first  born  unto  Enoch  of 
his  wife  Camuelah,  the  first   born  female  in 


THJB  DEATH  OF  CAIN.  3^ 


Enoch's  Posterity. 


the  land  of  Nod ;  therefore  was  an  iiululgeDce 
given  that  she  might  name  the  son  she  was 
graced  with  as  the  first  fruits  in  the  land  of 
her  nativity;  and  the  child  was  called  Irad, 
signifying  the  first  fruits* 

From  him  sprung  a  great  nation ;  as  Mebu- 
jael,  the  son  of  Irad,  was  the  father  of  Me- 
thusqel,  of  whom  Lamech  was  born^  wiiose 
wive»were  Adah  and  Zillah.  The  first  pr^ 
duced  Jabal,  the  father  of  those  who  possessed 
flocks,  and  maintained  their  nation  in  a  conti- 
nual camp :  and  unto  her,  who  was  the  second, 
or  last  taken  wife,  Zillah,  was  born  Jubal,  the 
author  of  melody,  for  he  was  the  first  who 
taught  music  unto  his  children;  from  whom 
sprung  the  science ;  so  that  all  nations  after* 
wards  were  charmed  with  their  dexterity  in 
that  art  of  harmonious  sounds  called  music. 

Also  unto  Zillah  was  born  Tabal-Cain,  the 
first  who  wrought  as  an  artificer  in  brass, 
iron,  and  wood,  whereby  carved  and  moltea 
images  were  engraved. — Hence  idols  were  it)- 
tented* 
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Cain  builds  the  City  of  £ooch. 


This, was  he  of  whom  the  aDcient  writers 
report,  that.  Larnech  was  by  far  more  guilty 
than  his  grancfsire  CaiD^  for  he  slew  his  bre- 
thren to  inherit  their  possessions ;  but  for  the 
foulness  of  his  crimes  he  found  not  a  place  to 
repent.  Therefore  was  he  marked  with  the 
dreadful  aspect  of  Cain ;  for  so  strongly  was 
he  marked  by  terror  and  dismay  that  nope' 
could  look  upon  him  without  admiration  and 
a  fall  conviction  that  he  was  the  wretched 
man  who  had  shed  innocent  blood. 

At  length  Cain  finished  as  much  of  the  city 
of  Enoch  as  he  judged  would  be  necessary  for 
his  progeny  during  his  own  life^  and  made 
outlines  of  those  buildings  he  wished  to  be 
completed,  as  in  course  should  be  wanted  as 
they  increased  in  number.  To  regulate  the 
customs  of  the  city,  the  founder  had  ordained 
such  laws  as  he  conceived  would  be  most  sa* 
lutary  for  their  internal  safety  and  united  be- 
nefit. 

But  what  avail  man's  statutes  and  compul- 
sory laws,  where  the  divine  precepts  have  not 
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been  the  fundamental  maxiitis  of  its  structure? 
Like  to  the  inexperienced  seamen,  who  rests 
himself  on  shore  within  the  track  of  the  flow- 
ing tide/and  in  his  silent  slumbers  of  fond  in- 
dulging dreams  awakes  in  frightful  surprise 
,  to  find  the  flood  assail  him  on  every  side,  and 
sees  no  method  of  escape,  and  in  his  vain  ex- 
ertions sinks  beneath  the  surfing  wave^^b 
were  the  edicts  of  Cain  composed,  with  a 
tender  tegard  of  mutual  interest  and  brotherly 
love,  with  affectionate  regard  for  parents,  and 
a  tenderness  for  children ;  yet  were  no  com- 
inlmdiiients  given  to  fear  and  serve  the -Lord, 
Qor  rules  of  conduct  in  IJbflEt  jrespect,  which 
arose  from  the  want  of  talents  to  effect  that 
work,  and  plainly  showed  the  Lord  was  not 
with  those  who  were  to  occupy  therein.    ' 

Many  were  the  attempts  of  Csun  to  instil 
knowledge  and  respectful  awe  of  the  Supfeme 
within  the  growing  faculties  of  his  son  and 
daughters,  as  also  of  their  offspring ;  but  in 
this  he  failed ;  for  they  were  now  become  a 
headstrong  race :  nor  were  they  longer  subject 
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WktedkKss  of  C2mq's  Offiiprin$. 


to  the  maternal  regard  and  kiad  adiiH>D4ums 
of  their  mother. 

Cain  was  now  sensible  that  the  new  settle-* 
jnent  allotted  to  his  ofDspring  would  be  ia 
time  a  city  of  idolatry  and  wickedness  ;  for 
many  estranged  notions  from  the  doctrine  of 
him  and  of  his  enlightened  spotose  (wiiich 
were  regarded  as  fables,  and  themselves  >as  fa- 
bnlists)  were  broached  at  orthodox^  to  be  by 
their  respective  relatives  attended  to:  nor 
were  the  host  of  heaven  exempted  from  their 
evil  doctrine,  so  much  were  they  prone  to  stir 
up  the  wrath  of  heaven  to  bring  them  to  de- 
struction. 

In  this  falling  off  was  the  now  penitent 
manslayer  convinced  that  the  visitation  of 
wrath,  which  hung  upon  his  head,  was  now 
transplanted  and  transposed  with  his  offspring 
to  increase  in  abundance :— nor  was  Mehala 
less  convinced  :  yet  she  wanted  knowledge  of 
the  actions  of  her  household  to  be  acquainted 
with  their  perverseness ;  nor  did  she  suppose 
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Cain  snmmont  bis-OApffiog. 


their  evil  suggestions  <  and  inventions  could 
devise  so  many  branches  of  idolatry  as  those 
they  practised.  And  as  they  daily  increased 
in  strength  and  years/ so  were  their  various 
schemes  of  iniquity  magnified. 

Mehala^  being  resolved  to  revisit  her  native 
land  of  Sfdem,  reminded  Cain  of  his  promise; 
to  which  he,  with  becomiag  regard,  gave  at- 
tention. They,  therefore,  began  to  adjust 
their  household  ere  they  departed  thence, 

Cain,  with  a  parental  tenderness,  summoned 
all  his  offspring  to  listen  to  his  words ;  which 
they,  with  some  entreaty,  attended  to  hear. 

Now  being  seated  on  a  raised  scaffold,  with 
a  ^emn  and  manly  aspect,  he  entreated 
them,  who  were  his  children  and  his  auditors, 
to  hear  with  patience  the  whole  of  his  dis- 
course, and  to  be  edified  thereby;  for  unto 
them  would  advice  be  shortly  wanting ;  and  by 
due  respect  unto  his  words,  perhaps  they  might 
for  the  most  part  avoid  the  tempter's  snare, 
who  was  now  becQme  a  lion  ia  his  way,  who 
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feared  his  stTengtb>  yet  i^aited  to  conquer  the 
tender  shoots  of  his  inexperienced  progeny. 
Having  thrice  called  alotid  unto  the  assembly^ 
he  begged  them  to  b^  silent  whilst  be  talked 
unto  them  for  their  edification:  and  with  a 
solemn  air  he  thus  began : 

*'  O  my  tender  cbildfen,  with  the  subtilty 
of  the  enemy  of  your  sbnls  little  are  you  ac- 
quainted ;  to  guard  youf  minds  against  his  se- 
dnction,  I  shall  briefly  felate  unto  you  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  eilperience  of  my  days, 
with  a  history  of  those  transactions  which  the 
remembrance  of  still  Weighs  down  my  soul 
into  the  dust :  for  with  the  bitterness  of  an- 
guish do  I  feel  the  pangs  that  arise  in  my 
breast  by  reason  of  the  indiscretion  of  my 
youth.  Formerly  I  rdated  the  particulars  of 
the  creation  of  my  (iarents  unto  you,  which 
you  seemed  to  attend  to  with  becoming  res* 
pect  and  awful  attention;  but  then  I  left  un- 
told the  cause  of  my  journeying  into  this  dis- 
tant land.  And  no\^  be  informed,  O  my  chil- 
dren, that  disobedience  and  regardless  atten- 
tion to  my  par^Qt^*  commands  were  the  first 
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inlets  to  those  vices  which  gave  rise  to  all 
my  troubles. 

• 

My  parents  were  equally  attached  to  the 
respective  persons  of  their  family ;  yet  I  saw 
vrith  eyes  of  discontent  and  envy  a  partial 
kindness  towards  my  only  brother,  and  by  de^ 
grees  was  wrought  to  seek  his  life,  as  the  only 
means  to  establish  my  peace  :  so  artfully  bad 
the  fiend  deceived  me,  to  perpetrate  the  horrid 
deed  of  slaying  my  brother,  for  which  cause 
I  hither  fled/' 

Here  the  whole  assembly  were  moved  with 
indignation  against  their  parent,  and  showed 
their  dislike  to  his  conduct;  but  ,not  in  such 
sort  as  to  raise  his  apprehensions  into  exer- 
tions for  his  safety.  However,  after  some  cla- 
mour of  discontent,  the  noise  subsided,  and  he 
thus  continued : 

**  Yes,  my  children,  I  was  guilty  of  murder, 
— even  of  fratricide ;  and  was  further  tempted 
to  add  crimes  equally  at^ocioQ3,  but  was  res- 
trained through  the  goodness  of,  cur  Creator. 
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So  now  enforce  this  precept,  that  none  of  yqu 
be  doubtful  of  parental  tenderness,  nor  urge 
for  partial  regard  above  your  brethren. 

*^  It  would  little  avail  unto  your  govem- 
nient  and  direction  to  be  acquainted  miniitely 
with  my  temptations;  but  in  my  precepts 
may  you,  through  grace,  find  some  guidance 
vrhen  I  am  removed  far  from  hence,  or  am 
mingkd  with  my  native  dust;  for  unto  that 
condition  must  we  all  return. 

"  In  your  youthful  desires  you  may  be  in- 
clined to  indulge  your  appetites,  but  be  always 
under  restraint,  by  your  reasonable  faculties, 
to  curb  those  passions  that  would  put  you 
under  subjection ;  for,  of  all  others,  those  are 
the  most  dangerous. — Had  I  been  under  those 
circumspect  rules,  I  should  not  have  been  an 
outcast  from  my  native  land. 

**  I  again  entreat  you  to  avoid  those  loose 
desires  which  may  endanger  your  liberty; 
and  in  your  joining  together,  be  faithfuI^  unto 
each  other ;  and  as  soon  as  your  seed  shall  be 
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increased,,  let  no  near  relative  be  seen  to  iQeet 
in  the  solemn  connection  of  husband  and  wife, 
bat  get  you  as  far  apart  in  kindred  as  you  can 
vrith  propriety  extend." 

Here  Cain  added  various  precepts  and 
wholesome  advice  for  the  orderly  conduct  of 
his  offspring,  which  took  him  many  hours 
in  the  serious  narration,  admonitions,  and 
councils. 

However,  upon  concluding  his  discourse, 
he  found  many  dissatisfied;  whilst  others 
were  refractory,  and  disregarded  the  words  of 
the  narrative,  or  of  his  most  wholesome  coun- 
sels, or  of  the  wisdom  which,  by  bis  years  and 
long  experience,  he  was  capable  of  uttering  in 
his  remarks  upon  various  parts  and  particular 
passages  of  this  subject ;  yet  he  found  but 
few  inclined  to  adopt  any  of  his  maxims,  and 
fewer  still  seemed  to  give  credence  to  the 
words  of  bis  laws,  but  were  directed  solely  by 
their  carnal  minds. 

Thus  Cain  endeavoured  to  inculcate .  the 


336  TH£  DEATH  OF  CAIN. 


Cain  endeaTonn  to  reclaim  them. 


seeds  of  grace  within  the  risiog  plaots  of  his 
productioDy  bat  with  what  success  we  shall 
not  pretend  to  recount,  as  in  this  regard  he 
fell  within  the  error  of  his  improper  indol- 
gence  to  his  son  Enoch  and  his  daughters^ 
who  were  now  all  become  the  wives  of  this 
restive  son  of  Cain. 

^To  set  bounds  unto  the  unsettled  situation 
^f  the  roaring  billows  might  be  with  ^ual 
success  attempted,  as  to  guard   against   the 
excesses  of  Enoch's  sons  and  daughters ;  who 
were,  with  their  father,  heedless  of  the  com- 
mands or  injunctions  of  parentage,  and  there- 
fore slightly  regarded  all  the  words  that  were, 
with  a  fond  regard  for  their  welfare,  so  labo- 
riously aimed  to  render  them  service  by  their 
common'  father,  Cain,  ere  he  set  forward  for 
the  land  of  Salem.  More  particularly,  dissatis- 
faction arose  upon  the  disclosure  of  Mehala's 
fond   sug'gestion  of  her  children   that  were 
born  there  being  still  alive,  and  that  her  de«* 
sire  was  to  add  them  and  their  increase,  if 
Providence   had  so   decreed   that  they  were 
still  alive,  and  should  be  found  by  her. 
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Character  of  CaiQ*s  Desceadants. 

Murmurings  and  discord  ensued  on  hearing    , 

this  intelligence;   for  no  roots  of  kind  and 

tender*  affection  or   brotherly  love   grew  op 

with  his  seed  vvhich  sprung  up  in  the  land  of 

Nod :  for  all  were  animated  by  the  diabolical 

principle  of  covetousness,  and  selfish  incliha- 

tions  to  protract  the  rise  or  progress  of  the 

Wiclfare  of  strangers,  or  even  of  the  nearest 

.  affinity,  if  their  respective  interests  clashed 

w4th  their  own. 

Such  were  the  natural  endowments  of  the 
race  of  Cain,  who  were  partakers  in  multi- 
plied degrees  of  their  father's  curse.  Al- 
though he  found  grace  to  repent  of  his  fall,  ^ 
yet  his  lineal  descendants  did  not  escape  the 
contagion,  but  grew  up  as  lions  of  the  forest, 
to  destroy  the  peace  and  happiness,  and  pre- 
vent the  well-doing  of  all  others  who  were  in- 
clined  to  li\es  of  less  viciods  exploits  than 
themselves. 

In  fine,  Cain  and  Mehala  were  reduced  t« 
straits  ere  they  could,  with  any  decorum,  ap- 
pease the  tumult  of  their  offspring  in  Nod,  or 
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get  them  to  comply  with  their  iDtentions  of 
visiting  the  land  of  Salem. 

At  length  these  stubborn  spirits  yielded, 
after  solemn  prote^ations  on  the  part  of  Cain 
and  Mehala,  that  none  of  their  offspring, 
born  in  Salem,  should  be  conveyed  to  Nod  on 
their  return ;  but  that  they  their  parents 
should  sojourn  there,  and  come  thither  again 
without  any  increase  or  addition  to  their 
family. 

Having   now  adjusted  the  several   matters 
that  were  found  necessary  previous  to  their 
departure,   early   upon    the  first   day  of  the 
week  did  Cain  and  Mehala  begin  their  jour- 
ney towards    the   land   of  Salem,   and  were 
sorely  grieved  to  see  their  numerous  family 
acting   only  as   commanders   over   them,  by 
enjoining  them,  under  penalties,  to  act  accord- 
ing to  their  directions,  and  to  find  that  no 
trace  of  filial  duty  was  in  their  composition. 

Having  directed  their  course  to  the  close- 
tufted  forest,  they  entered  the  confines  of  the 
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Departure  of  Cain  and  Mebala. 


dismal  dwellings  of  all  the  fierce  quadrupeds, 
yet  with  an  assurance  of  God's  grace  and  fa- 
vour they  travelled  onward ;  and  with  hearts 
raised  to  heaven,  to  implore  a  continuance  of 
that  blessing,  they  continued  their  journey 
through  the  trackless  deserts  and  lonely  wastes 
^•f  unknown  climes. 
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OK   V. 


Be  propitious,  O  ye  powers  divine !  unto  all 
thoise  v/ho,  by  their  truth  in  seeking  for  th€ 
blessing  of  a  serene  conscience,  shall  tread 
the  paths  of  religious  humility,  who  vauntetb 
not  herself,  and  is  not  puffed  up  with  the 
emptiness  of  vanity, — whose  swelling  words 
are  but  as  a  blast  of  wind  never  to  be  relied 
on.  Be  kind,  ye  celestial  ministers,  unto  all 
your  care  on  this  terraqueous  sphere  ;  let  not 
thy  charge  be  forsaken,  O  blessed  spirit,  in 
that  he  stumbleth  from  thy  direction  ;  be  thou 
kind  and  indulgent,  nor  report  aught  in  thy 
passion  that  may  appear  in  the  records  of  the 
last  day  against  thy  pupil,  when  all  the  latent 
4>prings  of  human  thought  and  action  will  be 
disclosed. 

« 
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Degenenkcy  of  Mankind. 

From  the  wicked  no  good  «proceedetb|  nor 
can  the  bitters  send  forth  sweetness.  Shall 
the  raven  be  held  in  estimation  with  the  dove? 
or  will  the  wolf  be  accepted  of  as  the  lambP 
sarely  none  of  those  things  can  come  to  pass.^ 
— therefore^  why  is  the  known  position  of 
man's  knowledge  blindly  looked  into?  foe 
unto  men  are  the  treasures  of  the  earth  re- 
vealed ;  ebe,  whence  the  progress  of  brethren 
in  human  knowledge  proportioned  in  aoqniai- 
tion  unto  the  labour  of  the  student  in  thole 
arts  they  would  be  proficients  in  f  so  that  unto 
all  are  the  capacities  and  means  of  knowledge 

« 

given  to  obtain  the  precepts  of  wisdom  and 
the  practice  of  virtue;  to  shun  vice  and  to 
abstain  from  folly;  yet  the  inherent  nature  of 
frail  man  is  guided  by  his  appetites,  and  he 
is  a  slave  unto  his  sins,  his  errors,  and  his 
passions. 

As  the  tree  is  known  by  its  fruits,  whether 
good  or  evil,  so  are  the  offspring  of  the  good 
and  evil  maa  distinguished  ;  for  unto  the  for^^ 
mer,  the  favour  shown  unto  the  parent  is  not 
forgotten  in  the  child ;  .but  4n  the  lattetj  the 
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wrath  kindled  against  the  father  continues  to 
blaze  in  opposition  to  the  son  ;  for  of  the  Ci- 
ther's iniquities  which  he  hath  cominittedy 
shall  the  son's  visitations  be  in  recom pence ; 
so  that  justice  shall  be  satisfied  in  such  gene^ 
rations. 

It  cannot  therefore  excite  surprise  to  find 
the  evil  seed  performing  evil  deeds  (for  in  the 
days  of  gross  imaginations  and  a  bitterness  of 
heart  were  the  children  of  Cain  begotten, 
nor  did  he  return  with  all  his  heart  unto  his 
Maker  until  a  later  period);  hence  it  may  be  in- 
ferredy  this  generation  were  inheritors  of  their 
father's  curse,  which  to  themselves,  by  evil 
works,  they  greatly  magnified,  and  had  a  ma- 
nifold increase. 

The  children  of  Salem  were  now  risen  at 
early  dawn,  ere  the  grey  mantle  of  the  russet 
morn  had  been  put  off,  to  prepare  the  sacri- 
fices of  the  annual  commencement  of  Adam*$ 
covenant  with  the  Great  Supreme,  as  au 
atonement  for  the  sius  of  his  people. 
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Scth's  Prophecy  concerning  Cain. 

"  whither  art  thou  going  from  my  presence  ? 
surely  no  sudden  illness  hath  attacked  thy 
lovely  person  !  speak^  my  beloved,  nor  let  mc 
sink  under  my  suspense;  for  my  soul  starts 
back  at  the  idea  of  any  danger  that  can  affect 
thee !" 


"  Not  so,  my  dearest  husband,'^  replied 
Thirza,  "  I  am  not  (I  thank  the  Supreme) 
with  illness  afflicted,  nor  is  evil  inflicted  on 
me,  but  I  haste  to  salute  my  mother,  anj  pay 
her  my  morning  duty;  and,  if  thy  permis- 
sion's given,  I  shall  include  thy  respectful 
duty  also." 

*'  Yes,  my  beloved,'*  answered  Seth ;  "  let 
my  reverence  be  attendant  with  thine  on  our 
mother ;  and  tell  her,  that  by  the  prophetic 
.  visitation  which  at  times  falls  on  me,  that  in 
my  heart  I  have  seen  Cain  and  Mehala  come 
forth  from  the  land  of  Nod,  where  ihey  and 
their  offspring  have  becouie  a  nation,  and  in 
future  ages  shall  be  called  the  land  of  Ca- 
paan,  deriving  its  name  from  our  brother. 
Although  at  that  period  none  of  his  posterity 
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shall  inherit  the  earthy  yet  shall  a  people  of 
innumerable  count  succeed  them  in  that  land^ 
who  shall  spring  from  Cainan^  or  the  second 
Cain^  who  shall  also  bear  his  curse ;  and  his 
posterity  shall  be  called  Canaanites,  who  shall 
feel  rods  of  iron  and  shackles  of  brass^  and  be 
in  fullness  of  time  extirpated  from  off  the  face 
of  the  earth,  and  be  driven  into  a  heap  of  dust, 
there  to  remain  until  the  day  of  wrath,  when 
mortality  receives  eternal  life." 

Seth  ceased  to  speak ;  and  Eliel  and  Josiah, 
the  sons  of  Cain  before  the  curse  (who  were 
of  Thirza's  household,  and  acknowledged  by 
her  as  the  children  of  her  bosom)^  were  come 
up  with  their  wives,  the  other  two  daughters 
of  Cain,  Jemuna  and  Halilah,  the  children 
found  by  Adam  in  the  land  of  Zaara ;  those 
adopted  children  of  Thirza,  /.vith  becoming 
reverence  inquired  the  cause  of  her  uneasy 
hurry  towards  the  cottage  of  their  grand- 
mother?—  Thirza  readily  explained  her  un- 
easiness of  mind,  and  then  with  a  fervent 
prayer  invoked  the  Deity  in  behalf  of  her  ab- 
sent relatives ;   the  pious  children  all  join<^d 


850  THE  DEATH  OF  CAIN. 

■  '  I  ■■  r    ...  - 

£ire  blesses  her  Children. 

in  her  zeal  and  warmth  of  devotion ;  but  ere 
she  had  removed  herself  from  the  present 
posture,  her  mother,  Eve,  came  forth  in  seem- 
ing health  and  in  an  unruffled  state. 

^*  All  hai]  our  mother  !**  cried  the  numerous 
offspring; — *'  be  propitious,  O  thou  Divinity, 
unto  these  our  parents,  and  let  their  days  be 
many,  and  their  years  crowned  with  the  calm- 
ness and  the  serenity  of  an  even  mind;  but 
only  known  to  tranquil  hours !" 

Thirza  then,  with  her  usual  tenderness  and 
duty,  embraced  her  mother;  when  Eve  gave 
salutation  unto  her  and  all  her  children,  and 
blessed  them  before  the  throne  of  heaven,  and 
invoked  the  care  of  the  Most  High  to  watch 
over  their  ways,  to  secure  them  from  peril 
and  danger  both  in  body  and  spirit ;  and  then 
with  a  benignity  of  aspect  sat  her  down  upon 
a  bed  of  fragrant  flowers  that  now  had  oped 
to  salute  the  morning  sun ;  and  in  the  com- 
pany of  her  daughters  waited  to  see  the  per- 
formance of  the  holy  rites,  to  keep  in  remem- 
brance the  blessings  of  the  Most  High. 
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Adam  and  his  Family  go  to  meet  Cain  and  Mehala. 


Meanwhile  Thirza  was  not  wanting  in 
gpeaking  the  words  of  her  own  vision,  as  also 
the  prophecy  of  Seth  concerning  Cain,  to 
which  Eve,  her  mother,  gave  attentive  heed. 

The  ceremonial  of  the  rites  divine  were 
scarcely  finished,  when  afar  off,  on  the  point 
over  which  the  sun  was  in  his  path  travelling 
towards  the  west,  ere  he  had  reached  his  me- 
ridian ardour,  the  wearied  son  and  daughter 
of  Adam  were  seen  marching  slowly  towards 
their  parents  and  brethren. 

The  sons  and  daughters  of  Cain  and  Me-» 
hala,  by  Adam's  command,  set  forward  with 
the  numerous  train  of  their  offspring  to  meet 
with  welcome  the  returning  pair^  who  were 
happy  to  obey  the  immediate  summons  on 
such  an  extraordinary  occasion. 

£iiel,  Josiah,  Jemuna,  and  Halilah  ran 
with  speed  to  receive  the  blessings  of  their 
parents,  which  the  parents,  although  ex- 
hausted with  fatigue,  readily  granted,  and 
embraced  them  with  tears ,  of  joy,  affection, 
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Happy  Meeting  of  Adam's  Family. 


love,  and   tenderness,  and  then   gave   thanks 
unto  the  Lord. 

Being  advanced  into  the  plain,  Adam  and 
Eve  hastily  attended  the  coming  of  their  chil- 
dren, seeing  they  were  slow  of  foot,  through 
the  toil  of  many  days,  and  with  parental  kind- 
ness blessed  ithem  both ;  nor  was  aught  want- 
ing to  make  this  interview  affecting,  for  Cain 
was  in  all  respects  the  prodigal  returned ;  he 
was  convinced,  and  under  the  most  true  re- 
pentance for  his  former  deeds,  and  on  his 
knees,  with  humility  of  heart  begged  forgive- 
ness not  only  of  Adam,  Eve,  and  Thirza,  but 
from  all  his  kindred ;  and  then  embraced  each 
with  true  affection,  duly,  love,  and  tender- 
ness. 

Mehala  followed  her  husband  in  embracing 
her  relatives;  and  ending  the  salute,  retired 
with  her  parents,  attended  by  her  husband, 
being  thither  accompanied  by  Eliel,  JosiaU, 
Jemuna,  and  Halilah. 

Refreshments  being  had,  the  family  seated 
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Cain  seized  with  Sickness. 


at  ease,  Cain  and  Mehala  gave  a  history  of 
their  transactions,  and  the  occurrences  and 
vicissitudes  which  had  taken  place  since  their 
departure  out  of  the  land;  and  particularly 
dwelt  upon  the  heart-breaking  recollection  of 
the  disobedience  and  undutifulness  of  their 
posterity  resident  in  Nod,  and  the  little  hope 
they  entertained  of  their  reformation  from 
the  evils  of  their  ways,  notwithstanding  their 
joint  attention  to  inculcate  precepts  of  filial 
duty  and  piety  in  their  growing  years,  and 
early  instruction  towards  edification. 

Scarcely  had  Cain  ceased  to  speak,  when 
he  felt  a  tremor  seize  his  person,  and  a  debi- 
lity in  strength,  insomuch  that  he  was  inca- 
pable of  rising  without  assistance;  but  this 
sudden  illness  was  regarded  as  proceeding 
from  extreme  fatigue,  therefore  he  was  con- 
veyed to  rest. 

The  prisoner,  who  is  conscious  that  his 
crimes  deserve  the  punlsments  his  most  se- 
vere sentence  can  inflict,  and  when  under  the 
•rder  of  execution  as  a   malefactor,  eqdea- 
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Toars  to  persuade  his  conscience  to  be  friends, 
and  to  invite  those  comforts  that  lie  beyond 
the  grave,  and   viritb   resignation   awaits  the 
hour  appointed  to  call  him  to   pay  the  debt 
of  nature  vrith  that  of  his  atonement  for  his 
guilt,  such  were  the  thoughts  of  Gain  occu- 
pied; for  he  expected  the  visitation  of  justice, 
and  he  was  certain  of  his  deserts  being  only 
to  be  those  where  evil  was  to  be  requited; 
and  as  he  had  shortened  the  days  of  his  righ- 
teous brother,  he  was  certain  justice  would 
not  sleep  to  let  him  enjoy  a  long  day,  if  hit 
pardon  was  sealed  in  the  realms  above. 

The  night  passed  without  any  dangerous 
•ymptoms;  but  the  ensuing  day  bore  evident 
marks  and  certain  signs  of  decaying  nature; 
his  respiration  was  with  difficulty,  his  pulse 
in  unequal  measure,  his  limbs  contracted  in 
their  joints,  his  head  and  heart  filled  with  heat 
and  pain,  and  his  whole  frame  disordered  ex- 
ceedingly, and  sensible  of  sickness  in  the  ex- 
treme. 

Cain  was  attended  by  the  hand  and  heart  of 
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Prayer  of  Cain. 

his  ever- faithful  and  loving  wife;  she  felt  each 
sigh  and  groan  of  his  within  her  bosom,  yet 
could  she  alleviate  neither ;  her  grief  Was  be- 
yond all  description. 

Adam,  Eve,  Thirza,  Seth,  Eliel,  Josiah, 
Jearuna,  Halilah,  and  all  their  offspring  were 
in  tears  for  the  sudden  sickness  of  Cain,  and 
on  their  faces  prostrate  before  Heaven,  en- 
treated the  Most  High  to  restore  their  be- 
loved, lost,  yet  now  returned  prodigal,  to 
health  and  peace.  But  while  they  cried  aloud 
before  the  Lord,  Cain,  with  a  strength  un- 
known to  him  before,  arose  from  his  bed,  and 
then  falling  on  his  knees  before  the  Great 
Creator  of  his  soul,  thus  exclaimed — 

**  I  thank  thee,  O  merciful  God,  that  thou 
hast  vouchsafed  unto  me  a  time  of  humiliation 
and  repentance  of  my  sins,  whereby  I  have  a 
lively  hope  in  thy  mercy  to  pardon  my  trans- 
gressions, and  to  receive  me  into  thy  presence 
without  stain  or  blemish  to  pollute  or  defile 
thy  holy  sanctuary.  Grant,  I  beseech  thee, 
O  Lord,  that  in  this  dixy  of  my  dissolution  I 
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may  be  able  to  show  a  sign  unto  all  these 
my  kiadred  here  present,  that  I  am  ac- 
cepted of  thee,  and  that  the  repentant  sinner 
.may  hope  in  the  hour  of  his  departure,  and 
that  he  may  begin  to  look  up  to  the  throne 
of  thy  mercy  for  grace  to  continue,  and  lastly 
conclude  the  work  of  his  salvation  to  the  end, 
that  he  may  live  and  not  die — to  be  tby  child 
and  heir,  and  not  thy  foe  and  outcast !— *This 
I  beseech  thee  to  grant,  if  it  be  thy  divine 
pleasure,  so  that, I  may  at  my  death  leave  an 
example  to  my  posterity,  while  my  singular 
case  of  malefaction  shall  convince  them  that 
there  is  no  crime  beyond  thy  grace  and  mercy 
to  be  pardoned." 

Cain  arose  from  his  knees  and  laid  him 
down  again  upon  his  bed;  then  called  for  a 
turtle  dove,  commanded  it  to  be  made  ready, 
and  offered  as  a  peace-offering  in  the  sight  of 
his  relations,  which  was  consumed  with  glori- 
ous marks  of  acceptance  before  the  Lord,  to 
the  unspeakable  joy  of  Mehala,  his  parents, 
children,  and  brethren.  After  which  he  em- 
braced each  with  tenderness  and  affection ; 
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then  taking  his  beloved  wife  by  the  hand,  he 
thus  spoke : — "  My  beloved  and  tender  wife, 
I  am  now  going  to  eternal  rest,  and  shall  pre- 
sently receive  the  welcome  of  myriads  of  the 
glorious  host  of  angels,  and  exchange  embrace 
with  my  dear  brother  Abel.  Know,  there- 
fore, that  grief  for  my  decease  will  be  no  ser- 
vice to  my  clay,  but  only  hurt  thy  gentle  na- 
ture; and  as  thy  eyes  have  beheld  my  salva- 
tion through  hope,  faith,  and  love,  let  me  be 
had  in  remembrance  as  thy  friend  jgone  before 
thee  to  the  banquet,  and  rest  with  content. 
Let  it  be  thy  only  care  to  follow  me  whither 
the  Lord  hath  called  me ;  for,  though  through 
ray  sins  are  my  days  shortened,  yet  this  act  of 
justice  in  a  heavenly  Parent  is  my  eternal 
gain,  and  in  all  sinners'  cases  will  this  maxim 
of  the  Most  High  be  always  attended  to.  Our 
children  in  Nod  leave  to  the  direction  of  hea- 
ven.— Remain  in  Salem. — Our  parents  will 
advise  thee. — So  farewell,  until  we  meet  in  the 
world  of  happiness." 

As  he  uttered  these  words  he  drew  Up  his 
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Grief  of  Mehala  and  Eve. 


knees    in    the   bed,   aud   expired  without  a 
groan. 

Notwithstanding  Cain's  admonition  to  his 
spouse,  to  refrain  from  immoderate  grief  as 
one  having  no  hope,  yet  she  could  not  avoid 
the  impulses  of  nature,  but  wept  in  brtterness 
for  her  departed  husband ;  nor  were  the  whole 
assembly  without  grief  on  the  occasioDw 

Eve  particularly  was  next  in  sorrow  unto 
her  daughter  Mehala,  as  she  considered  the 
wQrks  of  her  evil  hour  in  bringing  sin  and 
death  into  the  world  by  her  transgressions, 
and  saw  her  first-born  a  prey  to  those  corrup- 
tions she  had  instituted.  Therefore  she  was 
grieved  the  more,  inasmuch  as  she  had  no 
abettor,  but  brought  her  husband  into  the 
culpability  of  her  transgression,  which  was  to 
fall  on  all  her  posterity,  and  should  only  be 
redeemed  through  her  seed,  which  God  had 
promised  in  Eden. 


CONCLUSION. 


X  HE  body  of  Cain  was,  on  the  following 
day,  removed  from  the  place  of  his  decease, 
and  with  a  becoming  solemnity  interred  beside 
that  of  his  brother  Abel.  Thus  were  the  re- 
mains of  the  two  first-born  of  men  incorpo- 
rated with  the  earth  for  the  appeasing  of  that 
new-appointed  sovereign  of  human  life,  that 
king  of  terrors,  Death ;  for,  as  he  had  abso-^ 
Jute  dominion,  he  gave  sin  an  invitation, 
through  the  medium  of  the  father  of  lies,  the 
old  serpent  who  beguiled  the  inhabitants  of 
Paradise,  consequently  their  frail  offspring 
were  liable  to  his  attacks, 

Mehala  was  constrained  by  the  counsel  of 
her  parents  to  remain  in  Salem,  and  was  blest 
in  her  children  there ;  and  to  the  end  of  her 
life  enjoyed  the  grace  and  loving  kindness  of 
the  Most  High. 
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Conclusion. 


The  children  of  Nod  were  the  perverse  ge- 
neration mentioned  in  the  holy  scriptures,  for 
whose  account  the  world  was  destroyed  by  a 
deluge,  and  only  the  seed  of  Seth  preserved  ii 
Noah. 

From  this  example  let  the  agents  of  sin  and 
the  corrupt  in  mind  be  convinced  that  this 
life  is  but  a  probationary  state ;  and  agree- 
able to  |he  race  they  run  here,  the  same  re- 
wards and  punishments  will  be-given  as  their 
works  in  the  flesh  deserve;  whether  by  re- 
pentance they  obtain  the  former,  or  by  negli- 
gence they  receive  il>e  latter.  As  the  time  is 
precious,  it  behoves  the  transgressor  to  re 
deem  it,  and  work  while  the  daj^  remains,  for 
in  the  night  no  man  can  work  ;  so  that  in  the 
grave  there  is  no  repentance ;  for  on  the  un- 
certainty of  lime  and  repentance  is  the  whole 
of  an  endless  eternity  of  joy  or  sorrows  de- 
pending. O  my  brethren,  let  no  deceits  hin- 
der your  eternal  happiness  ;  but  be  wise  unte 
salvation! — Amen. 

END  OF  THE  DEATH  OF  CAIN. 
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PREFACE, 


BY  THE  author: 


X  HE  favourable  reception  which  Deaths 
a  Vision^  has  met  with  by  the  more  pious 
and  thoughtful;  and  the  frequent  ac- 
counts I  have  had  of  its  usefulness,  es- 
pecially to  the  weary  and  heavy  laden 
Christian,  have  induced  me  to  endea- 
vour to  mate  it,  as  much  as  possible, 
still  more  acceptable,  and  to  print  it  in 
a  larger  type,  as  well  as  greatly  to  im- 
prove several  circumstances  therein  re- 
lated. 

The  subject  is  of  the  highest  import- 
ance ;  Death  casts  the  die,  and  unsdter- 
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ably  fixes,  for  ever  fixes  our  existence, 
either  in  a  state  of  the  purest  holiness 
and    consumniate    fdicity,    or    in    the 
blackest  horror,  and  most  aggravated 
torments,  in  the  howling^  regions  of  in- 
famy and  despair.     It  is  of  universal 
concern :   all  are   equally  interested  in 
it ;  for  "  all  must  die.^*     This  point  ad- 
'  imts  of  no  controversy ;    nor  can  any 
man  appeal  from  the  a^vful  decision. 
We  may  in  other  things,  perhaps,  allow- 
a]bly  differ  •,  but  here  our  judgment  must 
be  unanimous,  whilst  we  visit  the  tombs 
of  our  ancestors,  and  daily  tread  upon 
dust  once  inhabited  by  immortal  spirits. 
Your  fathers^  where  are  they  ?   The  pro- 
phets^ do  they  live  for  ever!     Burying- 
places  discover  graves  of  every  dimen- 
sion, from  the  infant  of  a  span  to  the 
swain  of  tallest  stature.  The  hoary  head, 
though  frequently  unnoticed,  proclaims 
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aloud  the  swift  approach  of  death  to 
venerable  age,  ripening  for  the  grave 
by  a  series  of  bodily  infirmities.  ITie 
young  in  years,  the  bloom  <rf  youth,  and 
strength  of  manhood,  in  this  unequal 
war  can  make  no  greater  resiidtance  than 
tottering  weakness.  Almost  every  day 
produceth  fresh  testimony  that  youth^  is 
by  no  means  an  *  insurance  from  deaths 
nor  robust  and  brawny  limbs  a  Security 
from  the  grave.  The  greatest  monarch 
comes  down  here  to  a  perfect  equality 
with  the  basest  beggar:  and  the  most 
delicate  epicurean  ranks  only  with  the 
menial  drudge  or  scullion  in  the  kitchen. 
Neither  robes  of  the  finest  lawn,  nor 
crowns  of  the  purest  gold,  have  power 
to  exempt  their  wearers  from  the  pains 
and  horrors  of  a  gloomy  death-bed, 
and  its  inevitable  consequences.  How 
awful  this  consideration  "  God  hath  ap^ 
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pointed  that  all  men  once  shall  die!^^ 
Must  it  not  affect  the  mind  to  think  of 
entering  into  an  unknown  state  of  exists 
ence?  A  state,  of  which  nothing  can 
iii  this  life  be  learned  but  from  the  word 
of  revelation.  And  is  it  not  still  more 
awful  to  see,  that  notwithstanding  the 
absolute  certainty,  and  the  vast  import- 
ance of  death,  the  far  greatest  part  of 
mankind  pay  little  or  no  regard  to  its 
dread  solemnity?  Men  in  general  will 
be  more  curious  and  exact  in  their  in- 
quiries  after  even  the  most  trifling  com- 
modity they  purchase,  than  about  the 
most  suitable  preparation  for  death.  If 
a  tradesman  is  about  purchasing  any 
valuable  article,  how  diligent  is  he  to 
guai'd  against  imposition  ?  If  a  gentle- 
man purchaseth  an  estate,  how  inquisi- 
tive is  he  after  its  real  value,  and  with 
what  accuracv  does  he  examine  the  va- 
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lidity  of  his  title:  notwithstanding  he 
is  to  hold  it,  as  it  were,  only  by  thfe 
hour,  or  rather  by  the  moment. 

Strange  it  is,  but  it  is  as  true  as 
strange,  that  the  bulk  of  mankind  wiU 
take  nothing  upon  trust,  except  their 
everlasting  concerns.  O  reader,  if  thou 
art  one  of  this  thoughtless  herd,  allow 
me  to  tell  thee,  that  thou  hast  a  terrible 
death-bed,  at  least  a  terrible  death,  ber 
fore  thee,  which  will  overtake  thee,  and 
will  not  spare  thee  one  moment  because 
of  thine  unpreparedness.  No :  if  thou 
remainest  thoughtless,  thou  remainest 
also  without  excuse ;  thou  hast  had, 
thou  still  hast,  monitors  enough.  The 
passing-bell,  whose  doleful  sound  daily 
salutes  thine  ear,  calls  thee  to  remember 
thy  mortality;  every  newspaper  that 
thou  readest,  by  the  accounts^  of  death 
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ill  it>  bids  tbee  look  iohnxd  to.  another 
mprlA ;  yea^  eveiy  sjmfytom  of  disekse^ 
summoneth  ibee  to  prepare  for  thy  kag 
home.  Let  no  man  therefore  say,  ^  he 
had  no  warning  of  his  mwtality/'  see- 
ing ahnoat  every  thing  in  nature,  tf  duly 
attended  to,  prodaims  it  to  thee.  Tet 
man,  thou^kdess  man,  g^  on  mider  % 
vain  shew,  aad  lecnrefy  pursues  ewtUjr 
ohjecti  wilh  as«roeh  aatidiiity  as  if  deith 
had  in,  reality  no  exhrtence :  and  aii  if 
there  was  not  an  awfid  hereafter  conse- 
quent upon  disfiohition. 

Give  me^  leave  to  deal  plainly  with 
thee  fi>r  onee,  my  reader,  for  God  thy 
judge  will  one  day,  and  that  perhaps 
very  soon,  be  plain ;  justly  and  strictly 
exact  with  thee,  and  with  every  one; 
will  call  thee  to  a  severe  account  for  the 
thoughtlessness  of  thy  ways ;   yea,  and 
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visit  upon  thee  the  sad  effects  of  thine 
own  inconsideration*  Tremendous  must 
that  audit  be  which  is  unthought  of,  and 
for  which  thou  art  unjwovided ;  like 
that  man  without  the  wedding  galmetit, 
the  sinners  shaU  remaiil  speechless. 

Thou  pressest  hard  after  the  perishing 
riches  of  this  world,  sometimes  success- 
fully,  but  frequently  disappointed.    And 
what  if  thou  couldst  amass  the  wealth 
of  the  whole  nation  to  thyself,  so  that 
all  thy  mites  should  increase  to  talents, 
alas !  what  should  this  profit,  if  thy  soul 
is  yet  a  stranger  to  that  religion  which 
is  the  only  preparative  for  a  happy  dis- 
solution ?   A  bed  of  state  will  not  deter 
the  approach  of  rude  and  uncivil  dis- 
ease, nor  will  embroidered  curtains  re- 
pel the  shaft  of  Death ;  the  silver  canopy 
over  thy  face  will  not  inspire  the€  with. 
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one  ray  of  hope  to.  presferye  thee  from 
drooping  on  the  prospect  of  losing  thine 
.alL  Couldst  thou  leave  as  many  millions 
as  thou  dost  pounds  to  surviving  heirs, 
or  to  charitable  uses^  it  would  not  in  the 
least  open  upon  thy  heart  the  pleasing 
prospect  of  divine  felicity ;  por  bribe  the 
fangs  of  hell  from  seizing  thy  despairing 
spirit ;  would  not  even  purchase  thee  a 
more  tolerable  station  in  the  mansions  of 
the  damned,  or  one  moment's  respite  from 
thine  unutterable  woe.    Vain  and  insig- 
nificant wealth  can  only  comfort  in  health 
and  prosperity,   but  boasteth  not  the 
power  of  relieving  when  iu  the  greatest 
necessity.    Yet  how  many  damn  them- 
selves by  preferring  thee,  O  delusive 
wealth,  to  Jesus  and  his  salvation?  0 
God,  open  the  eyes  of  the  blind  and 
thoughtless  man,  that  he  may  be  wise  to 
consider  bis  latter  end. 
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Art  thou  a  man  of  pleasure,  and  is 
thine  heart  in  public  places  of  resort? 
How  unworthy  then  the  name  of  man  1 
How  much  more  excellent  are  the  bru- 
tal ranks,  which  so  faithfully  answer  the 
several  ends  of  their  existence !  The 
very  beasts  that  draw  thee  to  routs  and 
assemblies,  and  serve  to  promote  thine 
unmanly  dissipation,  will  bring  in  their 
several  accusations,  and  all  thine  enjoy- 
ments  will  be  swift  witnesses  against 
thee.  Go  on  in  thy  life  of  festivity ;  let 
every  day  be  a  renewed  carnival,  and 
every  returning  evening  produce  some 
new,  some  more  pleasing  revel  than  the 
former ;  shut  but  from  thine  impious 
heart  all  thoughts  of  God,  of  religion, 
and  holiness ;  yet  know,  whoever  thou 
art,  that  thou  shalt  die,  and  God  will 
bring  thee  to  an  account  for  every  mo- 
ment  of  time  he  has  allotted  thee,  and 
every  mercy  he  has  conferred  upon  thee* 
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If  thou  livest  without  God,  ia  time  thou 
shalt  also  die  without  him,  and  be  ba- 
nished from  hitn  to  eternity. 

When  disease  shall  seize  thee,  and 
Deatli  presents  his  envenomed  arrow  at 
thy  heart,  order  thou  thy  couch  to  be 
carried  to  Vauxhall,  Coraeilly's,  the 
Pantheon,  or  some  other  haunt  of  plea- 
sure, and  try  if  thou  canst  die  with  more 
composiu'e  amongst  the  shouts  of  mad- 
ness, and  the  bursts  of  foolish  laughter. 
Yea,  sliruud  thee  in  a  mask,  and  thou 
shalt  sec,  tliat  Deatli  commissioned  shall 
not  miss  Iiis  aim,  but  amongst  the  giddy 
crowd  will  select  his  destined  victim,  and 
iw  sottn  dispatcli  thee  at  tlie  Haymarket 
t  Covcut  (ianlen,  as  if  secluded  in  the 
Shake  oif  all  rcsti'aiivts  of 
,  cast  the  admuuittons  of  reason 
,  cease  from  reflection,  and 
J  l«rtect  brute  i  yet  shalt  tlioii 
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find  that  Death  will  present  objects  to 
thee  which  shall  demand  thy  attention, 
and  bring  thee  to  thyself  ^again ;  for 
thou  canst  not  fly  from  his  quick  re- 
searches. 

But  what  shall  we  do,  seeing  death  is 
inevitable  ?  Do !  Shake  off  the  sensual 
brute,  and  return  to  the  exercise  of  rea- 
son. Remember  that  you  ai'e  endued 
with  intellects  capable  of  reflection ;  that 
although  you  should  live  brutal  lives, 
you  shall  not  have  the  privilege  of  dying 
Iflce  them,  but  must  make  your  appear- 
ance before  the  eternal  Gcod,  undergo 
the  scrutiny  of  infinite  holiness,  and  be 
judged  according  to  the  deeds  done  in 
the  body,  whether  they  have  been  good 
or  evil.  If  thou  never  bowedst  thy  knee 
to  the  God  that  made  thee,  do  it  now, 
and  beg  of  him  to  teach  thee  to  act  be-i 
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coming  a  rational  being,  accoufit&Me  to 
thy  Maker  for  thy  procedure.  iSedc  his 
will  in  the  volume  of  revebition,  j90 
shalt  thou  be  taught  that  without  hdi- 
ness  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord,  and  that 
there  is  no  holiness  but  what  ariseth 
from  a  being  bom  again.  Therefore  ye 
must  be  bom  again,  in  order  to  die 
happy  and  live  for  ever  blessed.-^Let 
whoever  pleases .  laugh  at  the  proposi- 
tion ;  their  impious  sneers  will  yield  to 
thee  no  manner  of  excuse,  when  God 
shall  demand  thy  spirit  I  therefore  take 
my  leave  of  the  thoughtless  reader,  by 
leaving  this  memento  with  him,  "  Re- 
member ^  0  man^  tliat  thou  must  and  shall 

dkr 

Shall  I  now  beg  leave  to  address  you 
whom  God  hath  made  sensible  of  the 
necessity  of  a  Saviour,  and  of  the  awfol 


PREFACE.  ccdxxr 

importance  of  an  ever-during  existence 
— Great  are  your  privileges !  and  great 
your  obligations.  From  death  you  have 
nothing  to  fear ;  come  when  it  will,  it 
must  come  to  you  in  a  friendly  manner ; 
for  it  shall  go  well  with  them  that  fear 
the  Lord.  Mark^  take  particular  notice 
of  that  man,  whose  ways  are  perfect, 
whose  heart  is  sincere,  and  earnestly 
thirsts  after,  and  strives  to  attain  that 
pleasing  conformity  to  the  Divine  wUl, 
from  which  our  first  father  fell  by  trans- 
gression ;  behold  the  itprighti  who  is  the 
same  in  his  family  or  closet,  that  you  see 
him  in  the  church  assembly.  The  endj 
the  death  and  death-bed  of  that  man  is 
peace ^  a  holy  serenity,  and  calm  com- 
posure, which  neither  earth  nor  hell  can 
disturb.  This  peace,  which  accompanies 
the  latter  end  of  the  Christian,  is  the 
peace  of  God,  by  him  bestowed,  and  by 
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him  maintained,  and  centres  in  the  en- 
joyment of  his  sacred  presence,  and  is 
such  a  peace  as  never  yet  filled  the  bo- 
som of  an  unconverted  sinner,  and  there- 
fore absolutely  beyond  the  comprehen- 
sion of  unassisted  reason.  Life  may  be 
gloomy  whilst  ii>  the  tabernacle.  The 
way  may  be  rugged  and  the  path  un- 
even, so  that  the  weary  pilgrim  may 
come  halting  to  his  end ;  but  that  shall 
crown  the  work,  and  the  peaceful  end 
shall  eradicate  every  sensation  of  for- 
mer  pain,  so  that  your  troubles  shall  be 
remembered  only  as  waters  that  have 
passed  away ;  and  all  before  you  will  be 
pleasing  and  delightful.  A  few  days  of 
adversity  will  give  place  to  an  eternity 
of  pleasure;  an  eternity  of  undecaying 
comfort  being  for  ever  behind,  and  still 
to  be  enjoyed.  In  all  your  afflictions 
with  which  an  all-wise  God  sees  meet  to 


exercise  you,  it  will  be  for  your  eoaw^ 
lation  to  bear  their  promised  end  in 
view.  Even  in  this  life  they  shall  bring 
forth  in  you  the  peaceable  ^its  of  righ- 
teousness, whilst  they  are  wOTking  out 
for  youj  according  to  the  beautiful  lan- 
guage of  inspiration,  "  A  far  more  ex* 
ceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory." 

What  a  beautiful  climax ;  what  an  as- 
cent of  blessing  is  here,  springing  from 
a  source  so  unpromising?  That  afflic- 
tions which  burden  us  whilst  in  this  ta- 
bernacle should  be  caUed  light,  may  to 
inexperienceappear  somethi  ng  strange ; 
yet  light  they  are  in  comparison  of  the 
weight  of  judgment  due  unto  sin's  de- 
merit; light  in  comparison  of  the  un- 
speakable sorrows  actually  sustained  by 
our  adorable  Lord  and  Saviour:  and 
light  in  comparison  of  that  vast  weight 
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of  glory,  which  God,  our  almighty  Fa- 
ther, takes  occasion  by  them  to/work  out 
in  our  behalf.  Nor  is  it  less  strange  to 
hear  our  affliction,  which  frequently  at- 
tends us  from  the  cradle  to  the  tomb, 
represented  but  as  for  a  moment ;  yet, 
when  compared  with  that  perpetual  feli- 
city so  fast  approaching,  life,  though 
drawn  out  to  the  days  of  Methuselah, 
^inks  into  nothings  Yet  even  this  light 
affliction,  which  is  but  for  a  moment, 
shall  work  for  us  a  far — more—exceed- 
ing— ^and  eternal  weight  of  glory.  Here 
is  a  weight  of  glory  instead  of  light  afflic- 
tions— a  great  weight  of  glory — z.  greater 
weight  of  glory — a^r  greater  weight  of 
glory;  far  greater  than  we  can  ask  or 
think  of,  or  in  any  ways  deserve — a  far 
more  greater  weight  of  glory,  than  could 
ever  have  been  attained  by  the  most  per- 
fect legal  obedience — a  far  more  exceed- 
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ing  greater  weight  of  glory — ^and  to 
crown  all — a  far  more  exceeding  greater 
eternal  weight  of  glory.  To  set  forth  the 
issae  of  the  saint's  afflictions,  this  elegant 
apostle  has  exhausted  the  power  of  lan- 
guage. Further  he  could  not  go ;  eter- 
nity must  discover  the  rest.  Let  pa- 
tience then  have  its  perfect  work,  and 
let  contentment  be  the  object  of  your 
pursuit ;  it  is  no  matter  what  bitter  in- 
gredients are  mingled  in  your  cup ;  it  is 
the  prescription  of  infinite  wisdom,  and 
therefore  must  be  salutary. 

But  death  is  awful;  you  know  not 
how  to  bear  the  thoughts  of  dying.  Why 
should  the  weary  have  any  objection  to 
laying  him  down  to  rest ;  or  the  hungry 
beggar  to  his  entering  into  the  banquet- 
ing house.  Death  is  indeed  a  dark 
md  gloomy  porch,  but  it  is  the  gate 
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of  thy  Father's  house ;  and  will  not  the 
loving,  the  longing  child  venture  through 
a  few  moments'  gloom  in  order  to  get  at 
the  dear  embrace  of  a  father  so  loving 
and  compassionate.-*— You  must  pass  the 
gate,  in  order  to  enter  the  mansion  that 
so  long  has  waited  your  arrival ;  and  , 
your  Lord,  your  blessed  friend  and  fore- 
runner, hath  taken  care  to  remove  oat 
of  the  way  every  thing  noxious  and  , 
finally  hurtful;  he  shall  vouchsafe  his 
amiable  and  lovely  presence  in  the  mount 
of  straits  and  valley  of  thy  fears ;  and 
shall  make  thy  death  perfectly  safe  and 
salutary,  perhaps  even  desirable  and  easy. 
To  the  saint  of  God,  for  the  most  part, 
the  bitterness  of  death  is  past  before 
death  itself  arrives,  so  that  upon  its  ar- 
rival he  does  not  find  it  to  be  that  terri- 
ble and  tremendous  thing  to  die  wliich 
lie    once    apprehended.      O  my  God, 
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Quchsafe  me  thy  sensible  presence  in 
0^  last  hours ;  thea  shaU  I  esteem  my 
Leath  an  inestimable  benefit,  and  my 
^  h0ut$  the  most  precious  of  my  tem^ 
ipral  life;  aad  evai  with  my  dying 
ureathf  I  will  magnify  thie  precious  name 
£  Jeans  my  beloved. 

Oo^ee  more,  let  me  recommend  it  to 
^oOf.  as  you  wish  to  live  honourably,  and 
o  die  lA  comfort,  to  cultivat-e  those  tern- 
len  aod.  pidnciples  that  are  likely  to 
MAre  your  a^robation  on  a  death-bed. 
:  am  either  greatly  mistaJsen  in  respect 
o  the  nature  of  Christianity,  or  some 
leoplei  of  eminent  rank  in  the  church  of 
yjbri^  mufit  undeigo  a  very  great  revo- 
utian  in  the  temper  and  dispoeition  of 
h«tr  minds,  before  they  are  likely  to 
laye.  a  comfortable  death:  an  angry,  a 
evengieful,  an  implacable  tensper  very  ill 
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aigrees  with  the  genius  of  the  gospel 
dispensation,  and  with  our  character  as 
followers  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus, 
who,  with  his  dying  breath,  cried  outj 

*•  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know 

• 

not  what  they  do."  Let  this  >ever  be  re- 
membered, that  it  is  not  a  well  informed 
head,  and  clear  knowledge  of  gospel 
truth,  which  can  either  difibse  peace 
through  the  heart,  or  imprint  the  image 
of  Jesus  upon  the  soul,  if  a  sainctiified 
heart,  if  heavenly  tempers  and  disposi- 
tions of  mind  are  wanting.  The  one 
may  indeed  give  you  the  name,  but  it  is 
the  other  that  gives  you  the  nature  of  a 
Christian.  It  has  been  a  melancholy  ob- 
servation, in  which  I  am  afraid  there  is 
but  too  much  justice,  that  some  prcrfes- 
sors,  most  eminent  for  gospel  know- 
ledge, are  most  remarkably  deficient  in 
regard  to  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  and 
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think  Indeed  that  they  ought  to  behave 
ill  to  those  who  are  less  clear  in  their 
doctrinal  sentiments,  or  have  the  unhap- 
piness  to  differ  from  them  in  ^me  fe- 
yburite  article.  But  what  an  unfavoura- 
ble  idea  is  this  likely  to  give  infidels  of 
even  the  Gospel  itself,  as  they  are  glad 
to  lay  hold  of  every  blemish  in  the  Chris- 
tian character,  and  to  charge  the  blessed 
Gospel  with  the  defects  of  its  abettors. 
I  freely  confess,  that  if  I  had  not  been 
fkvouired  with  some  acquaintance  with 
the  nature,  power,  and  spirit,  of  the 
Gospel  myself  what  I  have  seen  of  the 
spirit  and  conduct  of  professors  must 
unavmdably  have  fixed  on  my  heart  an 
indelible  disgust  against  revealed  reli- 
gion in  Ji^neral :  therefore  it  is  easy  to  ' 
account  for  the  unhappy  increase  of 
Deistl^  and  Freethinkers,  so  observable 
in  Britain  at  this  period.— There  is  such 
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a  thing  as  sayiag  without  daLng^;  as  de^ 
fending  the  truths  of  the  Gospel  in 
wwd,  Bud  denying  them  in  the  spirit  of 
our  whole  conduct;  ought  not  ihen 
every  lover  of  gospel  truth  to  look  w^ 
to  his  ^irit  and  comversation,  lest  he 
sfaoold  eflSBCtually  injure  that  Uessed 
Go^l  which  he  desires  to  promote,^aad 
which  aloae  can  yield  hina  peace  and 
coHiposure  in  his  dyiag  moments. 

There  is  no  way  so  likely  to  soften,  the 
tempers,  and  regulate  the  passioas  of 
man,  as  to  cultivate  an  acquaintance 
with  death-bed  solemnities,  and  strive 
to  keep  an  approaching  eternity  in  view. 
It  is  only  in  proportion  to  this^  that  we 
tan  either  think  or  act  becoming  the 
Christian.  This  hahk  of  mankind,  con- 
versant with  eternity,  has  many  peculiar 
advantages  connected  with  it,  and  is  of 
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the  greatest  utility  in  the  religious  life  f 
such  as  making  afflictions,  which  other* 
wise  would  seem  long  and  ftevere,  to  ap- 
pear, what  they  really  are,  but  light  and 
momentary :  naturally  leads  us  into  such 
an  acquaintance  with  our  own  personal 
weakness,  that  we  can  bear  with  the 
weaknesses  of  others,  and  exercise  for- 
bearance even  to  our  greatest  enemies; 
makes  the  honour  of  religion,  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  erf  the  church,  and  the 
^read  of  the  Redeemer's*  glory,  the  first 
objects  of '  our  pursuit ;  in  comparison  of 
which  all  other  concerns  will  seem  but 
light  and  trivial.     Besides,  that  familiar 
acquaintance  with  it,  which  in  the  issue 
shall  make  death  itself  desirable  and 
easy;    which   is    rarely  the  case  witV 
those  who  are  but  little  given  to  bear  in 
mind  the  solemnities  of  their  dissolution* 
The  pilgrim  cannot  forget  his  native 
a  9  s 
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CQuhtry,  nor  the  exile  the  house.  o£  his 
fitthecs;  how  then  can  it  be  thi^  the 
Christian  under  the  exercise  of  grace 
shall  forget  the  land  of  his  inherit- 
ance? 

The  following  little  txact  was  written 
within  the  immediate  views  of  death) 
and  when  eternity  made  very  awfiil  im- 
pressions on  the  heart  of  the  author. 
The  mode  of  it  was  chosen  with  a  view 
to  make  it  more  entertaining,  whilst  it 
conveyed  the  necessary  instruction  to 
the  mind.  The  substance  of  it  notwith- 
standing is  taken  from  facts,  which  have 
fallen  under  his  own  observation,  and  it 
is  hoped  that,  through  the  Divine  bles- 
sing, the  truths  conveyed  in  it,  will  pro- 
duce  their  evidence  in  the  believing 
heart.  I  trust  I  can  say  that  I  am  thank- 
fid  for  the  accounts  I  have  heard  of  its 
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usefulness,  and  bless  God  that  any  feeble 
attempt  of  mine  should  be  owned  to  his 
people's  edification.    I  have  taken  fresh 
pains  in  preparing  this  edition  for  the 
press,  and  am  persuaded  that  it  comes 
now  abroad  under  greater  advantages 
than  in  former  editions.    What  altera- 
tions  I  have  made  are  such  as  seemed 
to  me  calculated  to  promote  its  use- 
fulness, and   make  it   more  agreeable 
to  the  serious  reader.    I  have  only  to 
add,  that  I  beg  my  reader  to  impute  the 
plainness  of  speech  I  have  used  in  the 
Preface,  to  the  warm  desire  of  seeing  the 
true  spirit  of  religion  prevail  amongst 
professors,  and  to  be  useful  to  the  souls 
of  my  fellow  siniiers. 

Now  that  the  Holy  Ghost  may  attend 
the  reading  of  Deaths  a  Vision^  with  his 
special  influence;   that  it  may  answer 
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tile  end  for  which  it  is  now  again  %nt 
into  the  world  is,  and  I  trust  shall  be, 
the  author's  prayer.    Aihen. 
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PART  I. 

It  was  about  twelve  months  ago  that  my 
mind;  as  is  but  too  frequent  with  me,  void  of 
stability,  rambling  from  one  theme  to  another, 
and,  for  a  considerable  time,  continued  its  va- 
gary to  such  a  degree,  that  I  found  myself 
utterly  incapable  of  fixing  my  attention  on 
any  subject  that  presented  itself,  however  in- 
teresting and  important  it  might  seem.  At 
last  an  awful  subject.  Death — all  conquering 
Death  !  presented  itself  to  me,  and  >hat  not 
in  a  very  desirable  manner,  but  in  all  the  de- 
formities of  an  implacable  enemy  to  nature* 
This  unwelcome,  though  important  visitant, 
engrossed  my  attention  in  such  a  manner, 
that  for  a  fortnight's  space  I  maintained  aa 
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almost  constant  intercourse  with  that  awful 
production  of  sin^ — throughout  the  whole 
length  of  daj;  whether  I  was  in  the  closet^  at 
the  table,  or  taking  a  turn  on  the  flowery 
banks  of  Severn  (my  friendly  neighbour)  I 
was  always  employed  in  viewing  the  features 
of  his  awful  countenance;  marking,  as  well 
as  I  could,  the  proportion  of  his  parts,  and 
duly  observing  his  formidable  retinue.  It  was 
thus  I  employed  myself,  whilst  the  cheerful 
snn  illumined  our  horizon,  and  nature  rejoiced 
in  his  genial  rays :  nor  was  I  less  intent  on 
the  awful  subject,  when  silent  night  spread 
her  sable  curtains  over  the  kingdom,  and  in- 
vited the  labourer  to  refreshing  rest :  for 
either  my  eyes  resisted  the  leaden  influence  of 
sleep,  or  the  visiting  slumber  brought  the 
thoughts  of  Death  along  with  it.  One  parr 
ticular  instance  of  my  nocturnal  conversation 
with  that  universal  pillager  I  esteem  not  un- 
worthy of  a  public  hearing,  therefore  shall  do 
myself  the  pleasure  of  relating  it. 

It  happened,  one  night,  after  I  had  been 
deeply  ruminating  through  the  day,  on  that 
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awful  subject,  that  when  I  was  ia  bed  I  could 
not  compose  myself  for  several  hours  to  rest, 
bat  numbered  the  clock  from  eleven  till  two, 
so  deep -was  the  impression  which  the  exercise 
of  the  day  had  left  upon  my  mind.  Then  it 
was  that  I  felt  the  power  of  an  alarmed  ima- 
gination ;  for  in  one  strain  of  thought  I  fan- 
cied I  beheld  the  dreaded  monster  approach- 
ing me  with  his  open  commission  in  one 
hand,  and  a  resistless  dart  in  tlie  other,  with 
which  he  intended  piercing  my  reluctant  heart ; 
and  the  hated  grave,  close  at  his  heels,  yawn^^ 
ing  with  eager  desire  for  a  prey.  The  man 
who  knows  the  extent  of  his  own  fortitude^ 
and  the  prowess  of  nature's  arm,  will  not 
brand  me  with  co(vardice>  though  I  tell  him, 
that  such  a  striking  discovery  made  my  timo- 
rons  nature  shrink,  and  turn  its  back  on  the 
inflexible  enemy : 

Hard  work,  alas !  to  join  the  fray  witti  Death, 
Unless  defended  from  his  baleful  sting.     . 

At  another  time  I  fancied  I  saw  the  tyrant  in 
the  form  of  a  dragon,  writhing  his  tremendous 
bulk  beneath  the  feet  of  a  glorious  personage, 
who  bore  five  overflowing  wounds,  which  he 
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received  on  the  day  that  haughty  Dbath 
imagined  the  heavenly  country  was  added  to 
his  earthly  dominions.  Indeed  well.might  the 
insatiable  tyrant  conceive  such  a  presumptuous 
thought;  seeing;  strange  as  it  may  seem,  the 
Lord;  the  fountain  of  life  himself;  had  fallen 
into  his  hands ;  nor  did  the  regardless  monster 
pay  the  least  deference  to  his  immaculate  per- 
son. But  well  for  man  it  waS;  that  as  the  Sa- 
viour fell;  he  seized  the  king  of  terrors  in  his 
most  hideous  form;  and  wrenched  from  him 
the  fatal  sting;  the  sad  repository  of  all  his 
strength;  and  disabled  him  of  the  least  hurt- 
fulness  to  the  chosen  race.  This  holy  Con- 
queror; for  reasons  known  to  himself;  and  pro- 
fitable to  US;  was  pleased  to  visit  the  dwellings 
of  the  dead  ;  and;  for  a  season;  submitted  him- 
self to  the  arrest  of  Death.  But  the  third 
blest  morning  comC;  he  shook  the  dust  from 
him;  burst  the  barriers  of  the  tomb;  forsook 
the  confines  of  Death,  and  in  holy  triumph 
held  forth  the  poisonous  sting;  and  said;  / 
have  overcome  Deaths  and  him  that  had  the 
power  of  death.  When  I  was  indulged  wit  A 
this  mental  vision;  I  thought  that  emboldened 
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nature  collected  its  force,  and  advaDced  to 
gaze  on  the  expiring  monster.  Oh !  thought  i, 
if  I  could  always  view  that  cruel  adversary  in 
his  stingless  condition,  sprawling  at  the  feet 
of  his  wonderful  Conqueror,  I  could  meet  hiih 
with  as  little  fear  as  a  child  would  sport  him- 
self with  a  harmless  lamh.  But,  alas !  I  often 
looked  forward  with  fear,  and  sometimes  with 
horror,  to  that  momentous  period  that  shall 
fix,  for  ever  fix,  my  state  of  existence,  in  ad 
unalterable  station  of  tveal  or  woe.  To  be  in- 
capable of  discerning  any  thing  alluring  in 
life,  any  thing  attractive  in  this  world,  and  yet 
to  dread  a  departure  from  it ;  to  have  no  sa- 
tisfying discovery  made  of  that  world  of  spi- 
rits where  Emmanuel  reigns  in  triumph,  nor  of 
the  safety  of  the  passage  from  earth  to  hea- 
ven, how  dismal  the  case !  How  gloomy  !  how 
threatening  the  prospect!  As  I  was  meditating 
an  these  awful  subjects,  gentle  slumber  seized 
me  with  its  lulling  charms,  and  soon  wafted 
me  into  the  arms  of  downy  sleep,  where  I  lay 
the  rest  of  the  night  inactive  in  body.  Death 
having  imprinted  his  image  upon  me,  » 
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In  the  meaa  while,  the  more  vigilant  mind, 
after  her  usual  manner,  rambled  abroad  through 
unmeasured  space.  Mounted  on  agile  fancy, 
she  soon  explored  the  vast  meridian  from  pole 
to  pole:  then,  changing  her  course,  she 
winged  her  flight  across  the  countries,  from 
the  eastern  depth  to  the  occidental  shore,  and 
in  its  rapid  journey  my  fruitful  fancy  lined 
out  a  numerous  train  of  visionary  objects;  so 
that  now  I  had  work  enough  cut  out  for  the 
■  residue  of  the  night,  in  turning  over  these 
phantoms  of  the  mind. 

I  dreamed,  that  in  one  place  I  beheld  the 
most  beautiful  garden  that  ever  I  hstd  seen, 
represented  by  any  type  or  print  whatsoever, 
and  which  I  presume  could  be  equalled  only 
by  Eden  in  its  original  beauty.  In  the  midst 
of  this  delightful  garden  arose  a  fountain,  not 
of  water,  but  of  a  slimy  substance,  bearing 
something  of  the  resemblance  of  boiling 
pitch.  I  thought  the  fountain  flowed  apace, 
,  and  sent  forth  innumerable  streams  to  every 
ijuarter  of  the  globe,  in  such  plenty,  that  it 
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diffused  itself  abroad  through  every  corner  of 
the  land,  insomuch  that  every  inhabitant  was 
less  or  more  bedaubed  with  the  polluting 
matter. .  Gentlemen  in  scarlet  and  lace,  ladies 
adorned  with  silver  and  gold  brocades,  I  be- 
held smeared  with  the  filth  of  the  fountain : 
from  the  high  possessor  of  the  royal  chair, 
down  to  the  despised  lazar,  all  were  polluted, 
though  many  of  them  perceived  not  the  stain. 
Many  of  those  streams  joining  in  one,  com- 
posed a  river  of  prodigious  force,  which 
passed  through  a  spacious  plain,  and  multi* 
tudes  of  people  of  both  sexes,  high  and  low, 
rich  and  poor,  of  all  denominations  and  per- 
suasions, young  and  old,  I  saw  rolling  in  the 
filthiness  of  the  stream.  Some  swimming, 
others  wading ;  some  faster,  others  slower,  down 
the  noisome  channel ;  some  sipping,  others 
kpping,  the  foam  of  the  unnatural  billows; 
but  all  going  along  with  the  stream,  whicb>I 
perceived  disembogued  itself  on  the  other 
fiide  of  this  world,  in  a  lake  which  burdelh 
with  fire  and  brimstone,  where  the  worm  di^th 
not,  and  where  the  fire  is  not  quenched.       ;-/  p 
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Iq  another  place  I  saw  an  infinite  number 
of  people,  old  and  young,  rich  and  pooir^  some 
decked  with  ornamental  embroideries,  rich 
brocades,  delightful  damasks,  &c.  others 
hardly  covered  with  deforming  rags ;  some 
with  their  coaches,  landaus,  &c.  attended  with 
a  numerous  retinue ;  some  on  horseback  fol- 
lowing a  pack  of  hounds,  others  running  on 
foot,  but  all  pursuing  the  same  chace.  This  pro« 
miscuous  body,  as  I  thought,  formed  itself  inta 
a  circle  of  a  wide  diameter,  around  the  mouth 
of  a  dreadful  volcano.  Every  member  of  the 
mixed  multitude  held  an  uninterrupted  pursuit 
around  the  ring.  Those  who  rode  in  coaches, 
<;hariots,  and  landaus,  went  foremost  in  the 
mad  procession ;  those  who  strode  the  martial 
horse  were  next  unto  them ;  and  the  poorer 
sort,  who  tramped  on  foot,  hied  after  as  fast 
as  they  could.  When  I  beheld  the  ardour  of 
the  crowd,  I  could  not  help  admiring  what 
valuable  prize  it  might  be,  which  prompted 
them  to  run  with  such  alacrity,  and  that  even 
within  the  view  of  danger ;  till  at  length  I 
espied  what  are  commonly  called  the  pleasures 
of  the  flesh,  transformed  into  immaterial  but- 
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terflies,  a  cloud  of  which  cut  their  uneTea 
flight  around  the  above-named  circle,  and 
danced  as  wantons  within  a  very  small  distance 
of  the  first  rank  of  the  pursuers;  and  many  of 
them,  as  straggling  flies,  mixed  themselves 
virith  the  various  ranks  of  the  fag-end  of  the 
multitude ;  and  all  the  crowd,  as  I  thought, 
were  intent  on  catching  the  giddy  flies,  ever 
hoping  and  ever  disappointed. 

Sometimes  the  pursuers  got  within  arm's 
length  of  the  leading  flies;  then  they 
snatched  with  eager  grasp,  nothing  doubt- 
ing but  the  long-sought  prize  at  last  was 
won.  But,  oh,  the  power  of  deceit  J  as  soon 
as  the  enthusiast  opened  his  hand,  he  saw  with 
grief  that  the  fly  had  eluded  his  diligence, 
however  often  it  fluttered  near  him.  Thus 
disappointed,  they  doubled  their  efforts  and 
increased  their  speed,  in  order  to  accomplish 
the  desired  end  ;  but  this,  notwithstanding  all 
their  endeavours,  I  perceived  to  be  impracti- 
cable ;  for  although  the  butterflies  always  kept 
in  view,  so  subtle  were  they,  they  never  could 
be  caught ;  and  yet  so  alluring  was  their  mazy 
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dance,  that  the  mad  pursuers,  prompted  with 
hope  of  attaining,  could  not  be  prevailed  with 
to  desert  the  chace,  although  at  every  turn 
one  or  more  of  the  company  fell  into  the  pit 
from  whence  there  is  no  redemption.  But  as 
the  volcano  in  the  centre  received  those  whose 
race  was  run,  others  from  the  outside  joined 
the  ranks,  and  filled  up  the  place  of  thic  per- 
sons lost.  And  thus  it  was  at  every  turn ;  for 
they  were  always  drawing  nearer  and  nearer 
to  the  pit,  and  thus  they  continued  as  long  as 
I  beheld  them. 

In  a  third  place,  I  saw  in  a  spacious  field,  a 
prodigious  number  of  people,  mostly  old,  or 
middle-aged,  extremely  busy,  and  working 
upon  their  hands  and  knees,  for  whom  I  was 
ouched  with  the  tenderest  emotions^  of  pity, 
looking  upon  them  to  be  in  a  state  of  the 
most  abject  slavery,  but  could  not  for  a  time 
comprehend  the  nature  of  their  servitude,  be- 
ing altogether  unacquainted  with  so  strange  a 
sort  of  labour.  Their  actions  seemed  much 
to  resemble  those  of  a  mole,  for  their  hands 
and  feet,  and  eyexy  other  organ,  were  closely 
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employed;    but  their  hea^s,,  their  plodding 
heads,    were    priocipallj;   concerned   in   the 
work ;  and  what,  before  I.  took,  to .  he  such  a 
ftervile  drudgery^.!  soon  learned,  to  be.  their 
<:hief^  if  not  their,  only,  pleasure.    Oh !  with 
what  alacrity. did  they. rout  with,  their  heads, 
mole  like^.in  the  earth,  in  quest  of  somewhat; 
but  what  it  was  I  could  npt  at.  first  comprcr 
bend,  till,  after  lendiAg.a  close  attention  for 
some  time  to  their  motions,  I  perceived  theai 
to  pick,  up  certain  particles  of .  yellOw  dust, 
with  somewhat  of  a  brilliant  gloss ; .  which,  as 
soon  as  found,  they  kissed,  and  hid  in  a.  cavern 
very  near  the  heart.    Many  of.  those  diligent 
gentry  I  saw  fall  prostrate  before  the  reful- 
gent  heap,  and  thus  addressed  it : .  '^  Gotn ! 
adorable  gold !   Golp,  thou  blessed  eifect  of 
mine  own  industry,  be  thou  ever  preserved  safe 
in  my  possession,  and  I  desire  no  other  good, 
no  other  blessing  but  thee*    Increase,  oh,  in-^ 
crease  upon  me  1  for  thou  answerest  all  things^ 
and  I  can  be  happy  only  in  the  possession  of 
thee.    Avaunt  every  pilfering  rogue ;  ye  popr 
and  needy  keep  for  ever  at.  a  distance  from 
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my  dwelling,  and  reap  the  reward  of  your 
slothfolness.    And,  O  my  gold  !  continue  to 
rest  in  these  blessed  coffers,  blessed  only  by 
thy  presence.  Instead  of  roving,  ever  here  take 
up  thy  abode ;  for  I  vow,  that  my  morning 
homage,  and  evening  adoration,  shall  be  paid 
to  none  but  thee.''    I  saw,  as  I  thought,  some 
of  them  rout  a  whole  summer's  day,  and  prove 
▼ery  unsuccessful,  finding  few  or  none  of  those 
shining  particles  of  dust;  others  were  more 
successful,  and,  every  time  they  dived  into 
the  earth,  brought  forth   some  less,  others 
more,  of  the  fulgent  clay,  and  disposed  of  it 
60   as   to   endue  it  with   such   a    generative 
quality,  as  %nnually  to  beget  and  bring  forth 
more  of  its  own  species.     Others  I  saw,  who 
routed  long  and  sore,  but  no  increase  ensu- 
ing,  they  fell  into  a  visible  discontent,  and 
cursed    the    partial    earth,   which*  bestowed 
her  favours  on  others,  as  they  thought,  less 
worthy  than  themselves.  Some  there  were  who 
toiled  long,  and  were  very. successful  in  the 
routing,  way,  having  heaped  much  of  that  pre- 
cious dust  together ;  but^  to  their  lasting  morti» 
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ficatiOD,  some  cUDning  aeighbour,  by  a  most 
masterly  artiiice^  got  beyond,  and  robbed  them 
of  the  adored  metal.  Others  diligently  routed 
both  night  and  day  in  the  eapth,  and  with 
the  utmost  care  disposed  of  their  increase  id 
some  place  of  approved  safety :  but,  in  des- 
pite of  all  their  industry  and  care,  they  wer^ 
mortified  to  the  last  degree,  when  they  per- 
ceived their  own  children,  who  played  about 
their  knees,  and  whom  they  loved  above  all 
things,  next  to  their  gold,  had  been  more  dex- 
terous in  scattering  the  heaps  abroad  than 
they  themselves  in  collecting  them.  Like- 
wise some  there  were,  who,  by  long  and  in- 
cessant fatigue^  had  the  pleasure  of  gathering 
much  of  this  yellow  dust  together ;  but  ere 
they  were  aware,  whilst  standing  in  an  ador- 
ing posture  before  it,  suddenly  sunk  into  the 
earth,  and  I  saw  them  no  more ;  but  where 
they  went  to  take  up  their  abode,  I  do 
not  at  present  determine;  only  this  I  saw, 
their  memory  was  soon  forgotten,  and  the 
next  heir  reaped  the  fruit  of  their  industry. 
Others  there  were  who,  with  indefatigable  di- 
ligence, bad  got  almost  enough  of  this  brilliant 
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dust ;  but,  ere  the  fool  considered  that  it  was 
perishable,  he  had  the  unspeakable  grief  of 
seeing  it  all  swept  away  by  some  shower,  or 
burned  up  by  some  flash  of  lightning,  sent  on 
purpose  by  the  angry  heavens ;  on  which  dis- 
aster some  of  them  became  quite  disconsolate, 
and  went  mourning  even  to  the  grave.  Others, 
of  more  heroic  fortitude,  having  sustained 
loss,  immediately  clapped  down  on  their 
hands  and  knees,  and  went  to  work  with  their 
head  in  the  earth,  and  routed  with  double  di- 
ligence, resolving  by  all  means,  just  or  unjust, 

to  repair  their  ruined  heaps.      Having  had  a 

full  view  of  this  routing  brotherhood,  I  could 
not  forbear  thinking  that  a  people,  so  very  near 
resembling  the  mole  in  its  dispositions  and 
actions,  might,  with  a  good  deal  of  propriety, 
be  named  Human  Moles. 

But,  tired  with  beholding  the  paltry  actions 
of  this  grovelling  society,  I  thought  I  bent 
my  course  to  another  domain,  where  I  saw  a 
lofty  tower,  the  top  of  which  transcended  the 
hoary  clouds,  for  ought  I  know,  as  far  as 
they  are  higher  than  the  earth;  perhaps  many 
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times  as  far.  The  tower  was  built  in  a  pyra- 
midical  form^  divided  into  great  variety  of 
stpries;  with  a  kind  of  winding  way  on  the 
outside,  which  led  from  one  story  to  another; 
and  yon  must  think  that  a  very  dangerous 
way  it  seemed,  seeing  it  had  no  battlements 
to  guard  its  ascendants.  On  every  story  were 
built  certain  pinnacles,  or  small  towers,  beau- 
tifully adorned  with  garlands  of  flowers, 
plumes  of  feathers,  titles  of  state,  names  of 
honour,  &c.  and  on  the  top  of  the  tower  was 
a  figure  of  clay,  overlaid  with  the  appearance 
of  gold.  This  image  was  formed  in  the  shape 
of  a  woman,  beautiful  at  first  sight,  but  whose 
features  appeared  grosser  the  longer  you 
looked  at  her.  She  seemed  to  be  crowned 
with  gold,  adorned  with  sparkling  diamonds, 
and  a  zone,  studded  with  precious  stones,  be- 
girt her  swelling  loins;  over  her  head  was 
raised  an  azure  canopy  embroidered  with  the 
finest  gold.  In  one  hand  she  held  titles  and 
names,  in  the  other  a  regal  sceptre  ^  and  in 
an  inviting  posture  she  stood  on  a  marble  pe- 
destal, with  this  alluring  motto  wrote  on  her 
escutcheon ;  The  valiant  hero  who  hath  courage 
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enough  to  climb  up  to  me^  shall  enjoy  me.    Ofa> 
what  bustle   was  here  among  people  of  all 
ranks,  striving  who  should  soonest  ascend  the 
sides  of  the  tower ;   each  striving  to  possess 
himself  of  some  place  of  eminence,  without 
considering  the  dangers  to  which  they  were 
exposed  by  their  aspiration.    Often  have  I 
seen  the  contention  of  the  turf,  but  never  did 
I  see  such  jockeying  as  was  here;   scarcely 
any  thing  but  jostling  and  crossing  the  way 
was  to  be  s^en  amongst  them.    When  one 
was  ascended  a  few  steps  above  the  vulgar  le* 
vel,  and  fancied  himself  secure  of  a  place  of 
eminence,  another  prompted  thereto  by  envy, 
or  some  other  principle  equally  vicious,  came 
up  to  him,  tripped  up  his  heels,  and  precipi* 
tated  him  into  the  moat  which  surrounded 
the  tower:  for  it  ought  to  be  observed,  that 
this  tower  was  surrounded  by  a  horrible  pud- 
dle into  which  many  of  those  who  sought  to 
ascend  were  plunged  with  violence  before  they 
knew  themselves  to  be  in  danger,  either  by 
the  jockeying  of  their  opponents,  or  even 
when  seated  upon  the  long  desired  pinnacle, 
by  some  eddy  gust  bursting  from  the  bo&pm  of 
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the  tower,  azid  precipitating  them  lower  than 
they  had  beea  befofe.  However,  some  few 
there  were,  who,  with  indefatigable  diligence, 
attained  almost  the  top  of  the  tower,  and  on 
the  spiral  point  of  the  pinnacles  they  flwag-^ 
gered  with  waving  arms ;  and  in  a  contemp- 
tuous manner,  looked  on  the  gazing  crowd  who 
stood  below,  eager  beyond  measure  to  obtain, 
a  smile  of  their  lordships  :  herein,  however,  I 
thought  the  crowd  was  greatly  dis£q[>pointed  ; 
for  no  sooner  were  any  of  these  gentry  put  in- 
possession  of  a  pinnacle,  but  instantly  they 
drank  of  the  obliviating  waters  of  Lethe^ 
and  totally  forgot  the  men  upon  whose  shoul- 
ders (hey  climbed  to  those  seats  of  eminence. 
Neverdieless,  so  deeply  infatuated  were  those 
who  stood  below,  that  they  not  only  worship- 
ped the  grandeur  which  they  themselves  had 
put  upon  them,  but  stretched  their  expecta* 
tion  beyond  imagination,  of  receiving  some 
convincing  proof  of  their  gratitude.  But 
former  depressions  utterly  forgot^  the  un- 
worthy gentlemen  dwelt  in  their  secure  pomp, 
till^  in  an  unhappy  hour^  a  ruffling  blast  burst 


4pe  DBATH:  A  VISION. 


Ambiliaii  the  Source  of  CaUmity. 


swiftly  upon    ihem^   and   furiously  whirkd 
them  from  their  seats  of  honous. 

Some  two  or  three  asceaded  even  to  the 
marble  pedestal,  where  they  sat  adorned  with 
plumes  of  feathers,  but  could  hardly  be  seen 
of  the  populace  below.  One  thing  concern- 
ing them  I  could  not  but  think  remarkable : 
sometimes  they  appeared  like  a  lamb,  then 
like  a  lion  or  a  bear  ;  and  if  at  any  time  the 
wind  beat  high  upon  them,  they  transformed 
themselves  into  a  willow,  and  bended  beneath 
the  blast ;  otherwise  into  a  stream,  and  thus 
they  eluded  the  iron  hand  of  danger:  and 
when  the  storm  was  over,  they  appeared  like 
themselves  again;  and  the  haughty  madam 
looked  down  upon  them  with  a  smile  of  com- 
placency. 

But  of  all  the  multitude  there  was  only  one 
who  sat  immediately  at  her  feet  in  a  royal 
chair ;  upon  whose  head  she  rested  her  hand, 
and  owned  him  her  darling  son.  This  favou- 
rite was  a  blooming  majestic  youth,  in  whose 
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cottnteDMice  v/as  to  be  seen  ^wisdom  and  mag- 
nanimity written  in  legible  ciiaractefs;  and, 
with  deportment  altogether  different  from 
those  who  sat  near  him,  he  looked  down  with 
an  air  of  affection  upon  aU  the  xanks  below 
him. 

But,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  this  worthy 
personage,  notwithstanding  his  merit  and  ele« 
vated  station,  did  not  appear  to  be  the  most 
bappy  man  in  the  world ;  for  it  was  not  diffi- 
cult to  see  anxious  cares,  and  perplexing 
fears,  crawling  as  so  many  snakes  round  the 
seat  o(  majesty.  I  thought  then,  that  surely 
the  higher  a  man  is  in  station,  he  is  the  more 
emphatically  wretched,  unless  he  can  hug  the 
servile  chain  like  the  mutable  sons  of  Proteus, 
or  has  learned  to  live  above  the  caprice  of 
fortune.  I  ^bought  in  my  dream,  that  by 
what  means  soever  any  pinnacle  threw  its 
rider,  or  however  dirty  his  fall  might  be,  that 
no  sooner  was  the  place  proclaimed  empty, 
than  numbers  strove  who  should  first  vault 
into  ft.  Here  I  saw  a  curate  aiming  at  a  iNh 
oarage,  a  vicar  at  a  bishopric,  and  a  biiliap 
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Striving  for  an  archiepiscopal  see.  .Here  I  saw 
a  valet  aspiring  to  the  fine  gentleman,  a  baronet 
aiming  at  an  earldom,  and  a  country  'squire 
coveting  the  direction  of  the  nation.  Here  I 
also  saw  a  private  centinal  aiming  at  a  halbert, 
a  halberdeer  at  a  captain's  place,  a  captain 
earnestly  suing  for  a  regiment,  and  Prude,  my 
lady's  woman,  affecting  the  name  of  madam, 
— For  my  own  part,  when  I  saw  the  follies  of 
mankind,  I  could  not  help  wishing  that  they 
were  again  blessed  with  the  right  use  of  their 
reason. 

At  last,  more  staid,  I  found  myself  in  tbe 
middle  of  a  spacious  field,  decorated  with  all 
the  variety  of  nature,  in  bloom ;  the  fresh 
verdancy  was  the  velvet-like  ground-work, 
embroidered  with  a  richer  variety  of  perfect 
colours  than  ever  the  delicate  pencil  of  Apel- 
les  left  on  the  stained  ran  vass.  I  walked  along, 
admiring  its  beauties,  ravished  with  the  fra- 
grancy  of  the  full-blown  flowers,  which,  as 
oriental  gems,  richly  decorated  the  enamelled 
plain.  Here  I  beheld  the  glory  of  the  Divine 
Creator, sparkling  in  every  verdant  pije  which 
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decked  the  spreading  lawo,  in  soch  a  manner, 
that  seeitig  could  not  satisfy  the  eye.  Nor 
was  my  ravished  ear  less  delighted  with  the 
tuneful  voice  of  the  eariy  larky  as' ascending 
she  sung  morning  anthems  to  her  Almighty 
Preserver.  Like  masters  of  music,  equally 
fifed  with  a  sense  of  gratitude,  the  blackbird 
and  thrush,  emulous  of  ^ong,  poured  their 
flowing  harmony  abroad  through  the  Tault  of 
ether,  as  if  scorning  to  be  out-done  in  praise 
to  their  common  parent.  Pleased  to  see  the 
spangled  field  join  in  concert  with  llie  fea« 
ihered  songsters,  who  sent  forth  th^ir  chirping 
melody  from  the  flowery  hedges;  ihe  one 
cheerfully  singing/the  other  sweetly  smiling, 
the  great  Creator's  praises  "  O  man,"  said  I, 
'f  lord  of  this  lower  creation,  what  blessings 
^dost  thou  enjoy  beyond  the  most  extensive 
privileges  of  all  thy  neighbours,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  air,  earth,  and  water!  Conscience, 
reason,  and  understandiug,  an  erect  posture 
of  body,  sole  dominion  over  all  the  number- 
less ranks  of  cresitv res,  animate  and  inanimate, 
which  possess  this  earthly  globe ;  they  are  all 
thine  by  Divine  donation;  they  all  were  made 
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for  thine  erijoymeot ;  such  are  thioe  invalued 
privileges,  joined  with  an  ever-during  exist- 
enoe,  and  a  capacity  fitted  for  the  poajsessiog^ 
of  an  INFINITE  good!" 


*^  These  are  the  blessings  peculiar  to  the 
state  of  favoured  man,  send  for  which  only  de- 
praved man  is  capable  of  being  unthankful. 
But,  oh!  let  huQEianity  blush  at  the  awfol 
consideration ;  notwithstanding  all  our  epjoy- 
tnents,  we,  only  we  men,  are  idle,  when  uni- 
versal nature  joins  in  general  concert  to  speak 
the  great  Ci'eator's  praise.  Ungrateful  man ! 
shall  the  sun,  the  moon^  and  stars,  with  all  the 
hosts  of  heaven,  unceasing  move  in  general- 
concord,  and  harmoniously  shew  forth  the 
praises  of  God  ?  Must  the  fowls  of  the  air,  the 
beasts  of  the  field,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  waters,  be  concerned  in  the  enhancement 
of  His  manifest  glories,  and  thou,  above  all 
others,  most  beloved,  and  most  indulged^  alone 
remain  dumb  in  the  general  concert;  worse 
than  dumb,  even  refractory?  The  horse,  that 
now  glories  to  prance  under  thy  weight ;  the 
vine  which  bleeds   to  satiate    thine   intern- 
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perance;  the  people  of  the  feathered  Dadooft, 
ivbose  little  carcases  must  now  inclalge  thy 
glattooy,  will  one  day  severally  appear  as  the 
swiftest  witnesses  against  thee.  Thou  ungrate^ 
fal  abuser  of  many  blessings !  what  will  be- 
come of  thee  when  thy  soul  is  demanded? 
How  wilt  thou  stand  before  an  infinitely  holy 
God  ?•«— Dreadful  thine  account;  for  God  is 
Just,  as  well  as  beneficent?*' 

I  thought  in  my  dream^  that  as  I  was  thus 
ruminating,  I  wa»  greatly  surprised,  by  sieeing 
the  monster  Death  enter  the  field,  through  a 
breach  which  Sin  had  made  in  its  fences.    Hie 
appeared  at  first  in  form  of  a  skeleton,  with 
quiver  and  darts,  as  he  is  usually  drawn.    Tlie 
most  barbarous  rage,  and  inflexible  cruelty, 
sat  brooding  over  his  hollow  eyes,  whilst  hb 
unseemly    fingers    grasped    the    irresistible 
scythe ;  the  mattock  and  spade,  wrought  in  a 
field  of  corruption,  with  the  resemblance  of 
empty  shades  frisking  over  it,  was  the  skele- 
ton's flag.    Close  behind  him,  almost  treading 
on  his  heels,  followed  a  lean  ilMooking  figure, 
with  extended  jaws ;  at  the  sight  of  which. 
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my  blood  chilled  in  my  veins^  and  my  flesh 
shuddered  with  perfect  aversion.  Nor  was 
this  aversion  peculiar  to  me^  for  I  perceived 
that  all  nature  seemed  to  fly  from  its  presence; 
and,  indeed,  well  might  nature  tremble  at  the 
thoughts  of  an  encounter,  for  the  same  hun* 
g€r-bitten  follower  of  Death  cast  a  languish- 
ing look  on  every  object,  and  yawned  with 
desire  ^o  devour  it. 

I  thought  that  Death  was  no  sooner  en- 
tered the  fleld,  than  his  meagre  and  greedy 
attendant  addressed  himself  to  him,  in  a  crav- 
ing manner,  crying — Give,  give :  on  which 
the  cruel  skeleton  brandished  his  shafts^  and 
fiercely  threw  from  his  unerring  hand,  first  at 
one,  then  at  another  object,  till  whole  nations 
fell  almost  at  once  beneath  his  fatal  javehu. 
One  instance,  in  particular,  I  saw,  of  a  whole 
generation  being  swept  away  by  one  stroke  of 
his  scythe.  Such  was  the  amazing  power  he 
had  obtained  from  complicated  Sin,  that  all, 
especially  mankind,  fell  at  the  first  touch  of 
the  destructive  dart ;  and  as  soon  as  fallen, 
this  detested  monster  licked  them  up,  and  the 
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world. saw  tbem  no  inore  for  ever.  Here  I 
sawi  that  this  graad  devourer  made  no  dis- 
tioctioQ  betwixt  this  and  that,  bat  fed  with  as 
much  delight  on  the  flesh  of  a  beggar,  as  on 
that  of  princes  and  nobles;  the  cele5rated 
beauty,  and  the  youthful  hero,  afforded  no 
greater  relish  to  the  hungry  grave,  than  the 
country  landlady  or  rustic  swain;  old  and 
young,  beauteous  and  unseemly,  rich  and 
poor,  noble  and  ignoble,  were  confusedly 
jumbled  together  in  its.insatiable  entrails* 

At  a  very  small  distance  from  this  king  of 
terrors,  followed  a  tall,  upright  personage,  of 
the  exactest  symmetry  in  all  her  parts ;  her 
mien  was  noble,  and  all  her  gestures  uniform^ 
This  royal  and  majestic. person  sat  on  a  seat 
of  right  judgment,  held  a  pair  of  equal  ba« 
lanoes  in  her'^hand,  and  had  for  her  motto, 
"  I  judge  according  to  every  man's  works.*'  I 
thought  that  this  upright  lady,  who  was  ia 
herself  the  most  perfect  beauty,  invested 
Death  with  dreadful  array,  and  equipped 
bim  in  most  of  his  terrors;  as  every  human 
irreaturc;  who  feU-a  prey  to  the  Ravager  was 
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immediatelj  weighed  in  her  impartial  Ini- 
hmces.  Oh,  said  I,  on  seeing  the  proces9ioQ>  if 
weighed  in  these  eqnal  and  impartal  balattoes, 
who  is  be  that  shall  not  be  found  wanting  f 

Last  of  all,  in  the  train  of  the  skeleton,  fot 
lowed  a  monster  of  devilish  birth,  and  of  such 
a  form  as  I  had  never  seen  before ;  it  kept  its 
eye,  as  I  thought,  continually  fixed  on  the 
upright  lady,  whose  name  was  Justice,  mak- 
ing inquisition  for  blood.  To  this  moMter 
was  given  every  person  whose  actions  did  not 
weigh  according  to  the  rules  of  the  sanctuary) 
and  they  were  all  stored  in  its  incorrupting 
bowels.  What  was  very,  strange,  notwith- 
standing all  the  persons  given  to  this  insatia- 
ble monster  remained  entire  within  it,  it  con- 
tinued as  solicitous  for  more  as  it  was  the 
first  moment  of  its  being.  Then  I  thought  of 
that  saying,  Death  and  Hell  are  never  sa- 
tisfied. 

I  stood  a  considerable  time  adniiring  the 
strangeness  of  the  scene,  and  soon  1  dis- 
covered something  more;  for  Death  meta- 
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mojpkosed  himself  ioto  a  dragon  of  ao  enor« 
mous  size^  and  approached   near  the  place 
where  I  had  taken  my  standing  for  dbserfft^ 
lion.     Fearful  lest  I  should  be  the  prey  al 
which  be  aimed,  I  began  to  think  of  methods 
of  resistance^  as  I  could  not  reconcile  myself 
to  the  thoQghts  of  the  grave  i  nor  was  I  certi- 
fied,  at  that  time,  that  I  should  escape  hell  if 
he  seized  me.  Up  he  came  within  a  very  little 
distance  of  me,  which  greatly  roused  my  ap- 
prehensions of  danger,  but  to  my  unspeakable 
joy  he  turned  off  to  the  lefi,  followed  by  his 
dreadfal  retinue ;  and,  turning  my  eye  to  that- 
side  of  the  field,  I  soon  discovered  the  prey  at 
which  he  aimed.     A  beauteous  lady  in  all  the 
grandeur  of  iife,  decked  with  the  richest  silks, 
adorned     with     gold,    pearls,    and     precious 
stones ;  attended  by  a  numerous  train  of  obe^ 
dient   servants,  she  herself  glistening  like  a 
goddess  in  the  midst  of  them.     Every  atten* 
dant  carefully  observed  the  glance  of  her  eye, 
the  wave  of  her  hand,  or  the  nod  of  her  head, 
having  learned  by  these  signs  to  read  her*  la-« 
dyship's  pleasure. 
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■  At  first  I  was  much  amazed  to  see  this  jo<* 
vial  company  altogether  unapprehensive  of 
danger;  none  of  them  seemed  to  regard  the 
monster's  approach,  but  maintained  their  jol- 
lity with  as  much  delight  as  if  Death  had 
never  been  born.  Touched  with  pity,  I  waved 
my  hand  to  awake  their  attention,  and  en- 
treated them  to  beware  of  yonder  dragop  ;  but 
at  that  instant  I  beheld  a  god,  Avho  is  said  to 
be  president  over  this  world,  raise  a  dust,  and 
spread  a  mist  before,  their  eyes,  so  that  they 
could  not  discern  the  paths  of  the  Destroyer; 
therefore  they  rejected  my  admonitions, 
^^rned  my  fervour,  and  bid  me  begone  for  a 
prating  fool.  But  seeing  their  imminent 
danger,  and  moved  with  concern  for  them,  I 
/disregarded  their  clamorous  speeches,  har- 
dened my  countenance  against  shame,  and 
lifted  up  my  voice  higher  and  higher,  using 
inany  arguments  to  persuade  them  that  the 
monster  Death  was  even  then  at  hand  to  de- 
vour one  or  more  of  them:  but  all  in  vain! 
for  they  would  receive  none  of  my  admoni- 
iions,  and  mocked  at  my  zealous  concern.   At 
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last,  unhappy  moment !  the  inexorable  tyrant 
came  up  with  them,  and  with  bis  fofked  ta- 
lons seized  my  lady  in  the  midst  of  her  jocn- 
larity.  But,  oh  !  how  it  would  have  shocked 
yen  to  see  the  consternation  she  was  in,  when 
she  first  perceived  herself  envenomed  by  bis 
poisonous  sting.  Convinced  that  her  time  in 
this  world  was  just  at  an  end,  aud  to  the  last 
degree  unwilling  to  venture  into  a  new  state 
of  existence,  so  much  unknown  to  the  best  of 
men,  and  the  dread  of  those  who  are  ignorant 
of  God, oh!  what  would  she  not  have  given  for 
a  sboft  reprieve!  Never  did  criminal  at  the 
bar  endure  such  horror  when  the  judge  de- 
nounced  the.  tremendous  sentence,  as  this 
wretched  lady  felt  on  the  dismal  prospect  of 
futurity  !  If  gold  and  silver  could  have  re- 
deemed  her  front  Death,  she  would  freely 
have  given  as  much  as  would  build  a  ca/Ae- 
dral,  parted  with  her  attendants  and  finery, 
and  lived  in  adversity  the  residue  of  her  days; 
or,  if  she  might  have  been  exempted  from  the 
dreadful  encounter,  she  would  even  have  given 
up  the  beloved  pleasures  of  plays,  operas,  and 
dancing    assemblies.     But,  alas!    no   bribe, 
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nor  promise  of  future  amendiiieaty  coold  torn 
aside  the  resistless  arrow^.or  procure  the  once 
gay  deiinqent  the  shortest  respite. 

She  implored  the  aid  of  her  skilfal  physi- 
cian, attended  by  the  faithful  apothecary; 
yea,  a  whole  troop  of  the^  faculty  were  sum- 
moned to  exercise  all  their  wisdom,  by  any 
means  to  resist  the  rapacity  of  the  inexorable 
tyrant;  but  all  in  vain^  for  sad  experience 
proved  that  n^  piedicine,  however  skilfdlly 
prepared,  is  a  sufficient  antidote  against  the 
poison  of  Death's  cankered  sting ;  therefore 
the  lady,  however  reluctant,  was  forced  to 
sumbit  to  the  monarch  of  terrors. 

Lest  the  length  of  my  dream  should  render 
it  tedious  to  my  readers,  if  told  at  once,  I 
shall  divide  it  into  several  parts,  and  shall 
stop ;  and  here  for  the  first  time. 


ARGUMENT 


TO 


PART  II. 


An  Exhortation  jto  Acquaintance  with  Death — The 
Christian's  Victory  over  him — The  Folly  of  meeting 
him  without  due  Preparation — Mankind  will  not 
recdve  serious  Admonitions-^Death  of  an  accom^ 
plished  Female — Terrors  of  approaching  Dissolu- 
tion— Progress  of  the  Soul  after  Death — Character 
of  Contumacio — Disordered  State  of  his  Mind — 
God  manifests  his  Judgments  for  the  Benefit  of 
Mankind. 
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•It' 


PART  II. 


Having  had  a  full  view  of  all  that  passed 
betwixt  Death  aQd.the  lady^  I  could  not  for- 
bear reflecting  OQ  the  folly  of  incoasiderate 
inortals>  who  are  every  hour^  for  ought  they 
know,  exposed;  to  Death;  and  yet  live  alto* 
gether  strangers  to  a  certain^  an  approaching 
eternity.     It   is  awful  indeed   to  banish  the 
thoughts  of  futurity  from  the  mind,  and  assi* 
duously  bury  every  reflection  in  the  moat  of 
sensuality  !  To  rush  from  one  profane  delight 
to   another,  till  unwelcome  Death  puts  ail 
end  to  our  career,  and  serves  us  as  he  did  th^ 
unhappy  lady.  Oh,  what  profit  is  there,  said  I, 
in  separating  les^  or  n\pre  time  every  day  for 
intimate  fellowship  with  Death !    In  all  pro^ 
bability,  when  grace  is  given  so  to  do,  oor 
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conflict  with  that  merciless  tyrant  is  far  from 
being  so  terribly  dreadful.     It  is  true,  I  pro- 
fess but  a  very  small  acquaintance  with  men 
and  things  ;  yet  I  cannot  but  conjecture,  that 
one  reason  why  this  lady  and  her  acquaint- 
ance so  utterly  detested  discourses  concerning 
Dbath   might  be,.  b«c;jEiUse   such   discourses 
naturally  tend  to  strip  the  pleasures  of  the 
Aesh  of  all  their  imaginary  charms.     Then, 
mid  I  a^ain,  O  blessed,  disertminntely  blessed 
of  the  Lord  are  they,  whose  exalted  pleasures 
can  consist  in  the  most  intimate  acquaintance 
and  fellowship  with  Death!   They,  and  all 
ihey,  are  fit  to  enter  the  lists  with  that  formi- 
dable enemy,  who  can  in  life  maintain  con- 
verse with  him  without  spoiling  the  pleasures 
of  the  day. 

1  thought  in  my  dream,  that  Death  having 
finished  his  business  with  madam,  ti*ansformed 
himself  from  the  appearance  of  a  dragon  into 
the  likeness  of  a  grave  and  not  uncomely  per- 
sons^, clothed  in  a  long'  flowing  white  robe, 
which  hid  all  bis  native  deformities.  Thus 
equipped  he  direct^  his  ooiirse  towards  mie, 
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ch  once  again  put  me  in  a  panic,  lest  I 
iJd  Ije  the  destined  prey,  notwithstanding 
ras  not  now  so  terrible  as  before  ;  but,  as 
all  directing  Power  ordained  it,  he  passed 
le,  his  route  now  lying  to  the  right.     My 
itton    being   wlioUy    engrossed    by    the 
svements  of  that  terrible  hero,  I  turned 
ye  after  him,  and  at  no  great  distance  be- 
a  man  of  a  middle  age  and  upright  miai, 
liom  he  marched  with  all  possible  sp^ed. 
ooner  was  this  good  man  apprized  of  his 
>ach>  then,  with  a  becoming  serenity  of 
tenance,  he  went  forth  to  meet  him,  and 
addressed  him,  **  Come  in.,  thou  blessed 
e  Lord,  for  I  long  to  be  dissolved^  tbttt 
etter  part  may  appear  id  the  more  imme* 
presence  of  the   Conqueror."    DsAf  R 
id,  "  Thou  guarded  one,^  all  I  have  to  do 
thee,  is  to  sign  thy  dismission  from  this 
of  action,  and  open  thy  passage  to  the 
of  immortal  felicity."    H6  saidy  and  in- 
y  pierced  his  heart  with  an  arrow  dipped 
(  blood  of  Etnmdnuel;  and  as^soon  as^  tba 
able  man  felt  the  arrow  rankling,  in  hi» 
1,  in  holy  triumph  he  cried,.  O  XhiATH^ 
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where  is  thy  sting!  and  where  thy  victory,  O 
desired  grave !  Thanks,  eternal  thanks  be  to 
God,  who  hath  given  me,  even  me,  the  victory 
through  my  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

Is  this  Death?  said  I:  Death,  who  of 
Jate  was  so  cruel,  when  he  had  to  deal  with  a 
person  of  a  different  turn  of  mind ;  call  hini 
no  more  the  monarch  of  terrors !  Yes,  I  will 
still  give  him  that  name,  for  it  is  essential  to 
his  very  nature ;  if  at  any  time,  to  any  one  he 
be  propitious  and  gentle,  impute  it  not  to  any 
compassion  in  him,  but  to  the  blood,  the  pre- 
cious, the  atoning  blood  of  the  Redeemer; 
that  blood,  whose  attractive  virtue  has  drawn 
the  poison  even  from  the  king  of  terrors ;  ma- 
lignant to  all,  save  those  whose  hearts  and 
consciences  by  the  Divine  Spirit  are  sprinkled 
therewith. 

However,  I  could  not  help  thinking  that 
there  was  something  in  the  case  of  this  good 
man,  as  remarkably  to  be  desired  as  that  of 
the  lady  was  dreadful;  and  I  could  then  say 
With  Balaam^  I  trust  from  a  better  spirit,  '^  Let 
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me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my 
latter  end  be  like  bis." 


Death,  having  released  from  the  clayey 
tabernacle  the  wailing  spirit  of  this  sanctified 
disciple,  changed  himself  a  second  time  into 
the  appearance  of  a  dragon,  whetted  his  sting, 
and  put  on  all  his  formidable  terrors ;  in  which 
equipment,  he  bended  his  course  towards  a 
magnificent  palace,  which  stood  at  some  dis* 
tance  on  this  delightful  plain.  With  timorous 
heart,  and  careful  steps,  I  followed  as  near  as 
I  might  with  safety,  and  attentively  watched 
to  see  what  the  next  execution  would  be.  At 
this  time  there  happened-  to  be  a  ball  or 
dancing  assembly  in  the  palace ;  an  assembly  of 
people  from  whom  every  serious  thought  was 
banished,  and  who  were  wholly  devoted  to  vo- 
luptuousness and  dissipation.  As  these  peo- 
ple of  pleasure  intently  pursued,  with  jovial 
glee,  the  musical  mazes  of  the  dance,  invisible 
Dbath  stole  in  amongst  and  grinned  ghastly 
upon  them ;  but,  inattentive  to  the  enemy's  ap- 
proach, they  persevered  in  their  jocularity  till 
he  cruelly  pierced  the  hearts  qf  two  qf  the 
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company,  in  whom  the  injected  venom  rank* 
led,  so  as  to  prevent  their  enjoying  a  fatore 
merry  meeting.     I  trembled  with  fear  lest  the 
rest  of  the  company  shoiuld  be  taken  ;  but  af- 
terwards understood  that  Death,  rapacioa»  ai 
he  is,  always  narrowly  mindeth  the  contents  of 
his  commission,  without  which  he  never  ap* 
pears  on  our  mundane  coast;   but  carjies  it 
along  with  him  wherever  he  goes,  and,  never 
seizeth  any  but  those  whose  names  and  places 
of  abode  are  specified  therein :  so  that  he  if 
liable  to  no  mistake,  as  he  is  falsely  charged 
with  in  the  case  of  the  two  Ireneuses. 

I  was  not  a  little  diverted  at  the  conduct  of 
some  people,  whom  I  heard  crying  out  for 
Dbath,  seemingly  in  good  earnest,  sayings 
^'  Where  is  propitious  Death  ?  O  that  I  knew 
where  I  could  find  him !"  but  as  soon  as  the 
terrible  skeleton  presented  hims«lf,  they  fled 
for  refuge  to  the  doctor's  embrace.  Others 
really  amazed  me;  for  they  hunted  through 
the  field  in  a  silent  pursuit  of  Death,  and  as 
soon  as  they  beheld  him,  plunged  themselves 
into  his  devouring  jaws. 
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any  siBch  instances  I  saw.  bat  joniust  at 
^Dt  forbear  relating  them,  lest  the  length 
y  dream  should  give  occasion  to  people 
censorious  spirit,  to  charge  me  with  overl- 
ing my  time :  but  what  I  saw  filled  me 

uncommon  concern  for  my  feilow^crea* 

f  who  are  under  the  arrest  of  Dbath  be- 

they  are  aware — hurried   off  from  the 

of  action,  before  they  well  know  them- 
I  to  be  mortal.  Grieved  to  sec  the 
{htless  stupidity  of  blinded  mortals,  and 
nretarded  havoc  made  of  them  by  merci- 
>£ATH,  I  cried  out  in  bitterness  of  soul, 
hat  they  were  wise  and  understood  this! 
it  they  would  consider  their  latter  end  T^ 

I  was  thus  breathing  forth  desires  after 
appiness  of  my  contemporaries,  a  vene- 
persooage  approached  and  accosted  me 

"  Young  man,  I  perceive  that  the  visi- 
*8truction  brought  upon  mankind  hath 

your  heart  with  honest  concern;  yon 
3  to  them,  but  they  will  not  lament;  yon 
into  them,  but  they  will  not  dance;  ra-* 
for  your  pains,  tbcy  wHMmgb  yon  to 
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scorn,  and  bate  you  under  tbe  ridiculous  name 
of  Fanatic.  Mankind,  prone  to  sensual  plea- 
sures, and  enslaved  to  fleshly  lusts,  will  not, 
cannot  bear  your  serious  admonitions :  but  if 
you  please  to  go  along  with  me,  I  will  shew 
you  somewhat  of  the  various  forms  of  death, 
as  it  is  met  with  by  saints  and  sinners ;  which 
discovery,  if  attended  with  the  Divine  bless- 
ing, may  be  of  great  advantage  to  you  all  tbe 
days  of  jour  life." 

/ 

f 

Being  naturally  of  an  inquisitive  mind,  I 
readily  embraced   the  offered   favour,  grate- 
fully thanked  the  gentleman,  and  pleased  my- 
self with  hopes  of  seeing  much  of  the  monster 
Death,  with  whom  I  expected,  ere  long,  ia 
cruel   conflict   to    encounter. — But,  dear  sir, 
said  I,  before  we  depart  from  hence,  let  me 
beg  to  be  acquainted  with  the  story  of  yonder 
lady,  who  was  so  rudely  served  by  the  merciless 
TYHANT.     The  lady,  said  he,  after  whom  you 
inquire,  was  named  Teresa^  the  only  daughter 
of  a  wealthy  gentleman  and  lady  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;  she  was  blessed  with  a  person  pe- 
culiarly elegant  and  pleasing;  her  countenance 
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displayed  the  most  agreeable  softness,  and  her 
snowy  skin  even  vied  with  the  feathers  of  the 
swan  for  whiteness ;  her  shape  was  faultless  in 
the  eye  of  the  most  discerning,  in  every  part 
finished  with  the  most  perfect  symmetry. 

Thus  accomplished,  she  was  taught  from  her 
cradle  to  value  herself  upon  her  beauty  and 
gentility,  and  her  fond  and  foolish  parents • 
soothed  her  vanity  by  all  that  their  dotage: 
could  contrive;  nor  care,  nor  expense,  was 
thought  too  much  to  render  her  educatioti 
perfectly  polite,  and  to  set  off  the  graces  of 
her  frame  to  the  best  advantage:  but  little  or 
no  care  was  taken  to  imptove  the  infinitely 
more  valuable  souL 

Her  taste  for  dress  was  so  remarkably  ele- 
gant ;  her  manner  of  dancing  so  particularly 
genteel;  such  was  her  great  dexterity  at 
cards;  and  so  singularly  happy  was  she  in  de^ 
vising  schemes,  and  forming  parties  of  plea- 
sure, that  she  became  the  most  celebrated 
toast  of  the  day.  Thus  she  lived,  ravished 
^ith  false  pleasures,  and  d^ad  to  every  serious 
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and  divine  priociple,  till  Death  seized  liec 
unawares,  land  hurried  her  off  from  all  her  de- 
lights into  a  dreadful  and  unthought-of  eter- 
nity,  where  we  leave  her  in  a  state  for  ever 
unalterable,  and  go  over  to  yonder  buildiogy 
to  see  what  may  be  learned  there. 

This  said^  he  conducted   me  through  the 
spacious    meadow,     towards    a    magqificent 
building  of  the  most  curious  architecture, 
erected  on  four  rows  of  columns,  partly  of  the 
Corinthian,  and  partly  of  the  Ionic  order,  in 
one  corner  of  the  enamelled  plain ;  which  pa- 
lace we  entered  without  formality,  my  guide 
leading  the  way.   He  was  now  pleased  to  take 
me  by  the  hand,  and  lead  me  into  a  cham- 
ber, where  were  several  people  of  both  sexes, 
attending  a  sick  man,   who  lay   in  dreadful 
distress-on  a  bed  of  sorrow ;  he  was,  to  all  ap- 
pearance, very   near   the   expiring    moment; 
every  one  waited  for  the  last  convulsive  throe. 
My  guide  having,  by  some  wisdom  peculiar 
to43imseIf,  rendered  us  both  invisible,  a n{>er- 
ceived  either  by  him  or  his  attendants,  we 
went  up  close  to  his  bed-side.   He  started — be 


DEATH:  A  yi^tON.  4^ 

"  ■  III      i  r        I  r-  "I    .f,       ,  r¥ 

Ttftwn  of  appnMielriiiif  D^i4«tiiMi. 

tta^ed^  arid  his  eyes  rolled  most  frightfully  in 
his  head)  as  if  they  had  followed  some  terrible 
apparition,  suddenly  traversing  the  room ; 
then  he  was  seized  with  convulsive  agonies 
which  distorted  every  one  of  his  fideble  or- 
gans. *In  this  strange  confusion  of  mind  and 
awful  distress  of  body,  he  vehemently  struck 
with  both  hands  and  ftet^  as  if  environed 
with  deathly  enemies,  from  whom  he  desired 
aUF asylum  of  safety;  and,  with  an  eye  sanguine 
beyond  conception,  he  looked  on  those  who 
attended  ar  his  bed-side,  as  if  he  would  have 
said,  ^'  Oh,  that  you  could  help  me  now  in  my 
last  difiicttlties\'  Ye  were  the  companions  and 
assistants  of  my  ^farmer  pleasures ;  but  now, 
alas!  ye  intermeddle  not  with  my  pain.  The 
redemption  of  the  soul  is  precious,  and  ceasetb 
for  ev^r.  Oh,  that  I  had  been  strangled  in  the 
birth,' or  dropped  into  the  grave  from  my  mo- 
ther's breast,  before  I  >had  begun  my  life  .  of 
rebellion^!'' 

I  thought  in  my  dileam  that  a  neighbouring 
minister  came  in  with  a  design  to  assist  the 
dying  man  in  his  last  extremity;  he  prayed 
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tQTf  and  wopM  ba,ve  conversed  with  hioiy  but 
all  to  DP  purpose;   for  the  distressed  deljn- 
queot  coQUoued  in    growing    apguisb^    and 
could  oot  iendure  either  bis  prayers  or  cQDver- 
sation.    Tbc:    mpprning    relations    procured 
what  assisitaQce  cQuld.be^had  from  the  fecal ty, 
by  all  possible  meaii9  to  prevent  the  succj^ 
of  the  ghastly  djes^noyer  f  but,  alas !   hjs  (}i^ 
ease  was  beyond  the  power  of  phytic  to  sup- 
press.   His  treoibling  heart  beat  thick  with 
horror,  and  found  not  room  sufficient  for  fair 
play  in  bis.  roomy  cb^t,  whilst  the  rank  ve- 
nom of  the  deadly   fever  shot   through  his 
bowels  like  a  burning  arrow,  and  drank  up 
the  streams  of  life:  yet,  still  studious  for  his 
relief,  they  poured    the  physic  into  his  tor- 
mented -body,  which  only  served  to  augment 
his  pain.    Ah !  said  I,  how  feeble  are  all  our 
friendly  efforts,  when  our  unhappy  acquaint- 
ance has  to  do  with  Death  ?    Alas  J    what 
avails  it  to  possess  strong  and  brawny  limbs, 
or  square  and   well-built  shoulders,  seeing  a 
fit  of  common  sickness   debilitates  the  most 
robust.     Oh,  may  my  glorying  be  founded 
on  that  which  neither  sickness  nor  Death 
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can  destroy!  I  vras  deeply  affcfcCcfd  With'  tlirt' 
melancholy  spectaclie;  his  t6iiye^  #ife,  antf 
other  dear  relatives^  stotkl  atodnd  fiii  tied,  h^- 
dewing  it  with  flbods  of  teari;  i^hilii^y  iUki 
with  despair,  he  togs  csageftly  for  l\te,  and  in 
dying  ra^  cknehes'what  ni^klfcotb^ii  to  hahd*. 
O  my  dotrl;  stkVe  it  i»  a  solidfi^tf  tiling  tddie  : 
and,  oh,  treniendotrs  tb  die  in  diis^airy  hoi^ 
dlTfeadfol!  Evfen  his  HtWe  cJhildtert  forgot' <6' 
play,  atid  learned  to  be  seriolis.  In  a  chattl^ 
ber  adjacent  to  that  of  their  dying  fathei",' 
they  looked  wistftiHy  on' each  other,  Hnd  gaV^ 
vent  to  their  irifant  sibrrd^;  I  coiild  not 
stand  the  mburnfal  sight,  #ftbdiit  ttiihglihg 
my  tears ^ith  thfeirs.  My  ^ide  percelvitf^ 
the  impression  which  the  affecting  scene  hi(.d 
made  upon  me,  rebuked  my  want  of  resolu- 
tion, it  being  so  much  depressed  before  one 
half  of  the  scene  was  uhfolded,  and  I,  sensible 
of  my  defect,  submissively  yielded  to  the  re- 
proof of  my  wise  superior.  I  thought  thaC, 
pleased  with  my  submission,  he  opened  a  box 
of  invaluable  ointment,  and  therewith  anoint- 
ed my  eyes,  whereby  they  were  so  much 
str^sngthened,  that  I  could  readily  see.  things 
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which  ID  tbemselves  are  altogether  invisible 
to  the  unassisted  natural  eye.    Then  it  was  I 
soon  perceived  that  those  convulsive  pangs, 
distorted  features,  rolling  eyes,  wild  and  dis- 
tracted .looks,  S^.  were  not  merely  the  effects 
of  nature  struggling  with  the  growing  disease 
but  produced  mostly  from  a  mental  cause.    A 
fearful  avenue  was  opened  before  him,  leading 
ipto  ^  dreadful  sternitt,  at  the  not  far  dis- 
tant end  of  which  avenue,  he  beheld  'the  tre- 
mendous reward  of  all  his  ungodliness :  this, 
this  it  was  which  caused  such  pertuRbation  in 
his  distracted  mind  ;  this  it  was  which  made 
death  terribly  dreadful  to  him  ;  and  this  it  is 
which  affected  my   mind  now  I   relate  the 
story. 

Nature,  utterly  reluctant  to  be  dissolved, 
exerted  her  strongest  powers,  and  made  her 
utmost  efforts  to  preserve  the  union  betwixt 
soul  and  body  inviolate. — ^The  alarmed  soul, 
having  ^qch  an  undesirable  prospect  before 
her,  shrunk  down  into  the  lowest  caverns  of 
the  heaTjt  as  it  were  to  hide  her$elf  from  the 
researches  of  Death,  which  she    saw  ap- 
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proachiDg  to  dislodge  her,  and  joined  issue 
with  shocked  nature,  to  repel  the  power  of 
the  fierce  destroyer.  But  soon,  very  soon, 
enfeebled  nature,  having  exhausted  her 
strength,  swooned  into  helpless  inactivity ; 
then  the  frightened  soul,  finding  herself  de- 
serted by  her  weak  ally,  seemed  half  per* 
suaded  to  yield  the  debate.  Then  she  quitted 
her  interior  lurking  places,  and  quaking  as 
she  passed  through  the  lanes  of  life,  ascended 
to  the  pale  quivering  lips,  where  she  sat  as* 
tonished  at  the  dire  event.  I  thought  then 
of  the  propriety  of  those  verses  of  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  Watts  : 

**  Death !  'ti«  a  mekncbelj  day 

To  tboie  that  have  no  God, 
When  the  poor  soul  it  forc'd  away, 

To  seek  her  last  abode ; 

la  vain  to  heav'n  she  lifts  her  eyes, 

But  guilt,  a  heavy  chain. 
Still  'drags  her  downward  from  Um  skies, 

To  darkness,  fire,  and  pain." 


Dr^ad  amazement  seized  her  when  she  beheld 
lurking  in  the  chamber  a  train  of  ghastly  fii« 

ries,  waiting  to  carry  her   thence:     Precipi- 

"  ^       ■  •  ■       .        '         . 


Pr«)grcsAtf^lie,8ool  after  Death. 


tktfAy  buck  she  fled;  restiai€ct  her  possession  of 
thein'tetior  regions,  roased  up  the   residue  of 
nature^   fled    to    every    avenue,    and    wildly 
ftfarieked  for  help.    But  all  in  vain  her  unequal* 
resistance:   for  Death,  like  a  stauncU  mur- 
derer, stood  (inn  to  his  purpose,  and  closdj 
pursued  her  through  all  the  lanes  of  life,  till 
he  drove  her  out  of  the  confines  of  mortality. 
At  last  the  fatal  moment  came,  vanquished 
h^tture  laid   down  her   arms,  the  weary  heart 
forbore  to  throb,  and   Death  displayed  the 
trophies  of  victory  all  around. 

Death  having  broke  through  all  the  re- 
doubts of  desolated  nature,  the  dismayed 
ghost,  now  forced  forth  from  her  wonted 
dwelling,  remained  in  a  defenceless  condition, 
exposed  to  the  insults  of  merciless  fiends, 
destitute  of  an  asylum.  Unhappy  spectre! 
as  soon  as  she  arrived  at  the  p^Ie  portal  of  the 
lifeless  lips,  she  began  to  seek  for  a  place  of 
refuge;  she  looked  up  towards  heaven;  but 
dreadful  was  the  prospect,  for  she  beheld  an 
'  iticehsed  God  loosing  his  engines,  and  begin- 
ning   to   play  his  flaming  indignation   upon 
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her:  to  shun  this  inevitable  evil, .she  k>eked 
downward,  but  equally  terrible  was  her  }Wos- 
pect  there;  with  coDsummate  horror  she  he- 
held  the  yawning  jaws  of  intolerable  hell  ex- 
tended wide  to  receive  her.  There  being  now 
no  flying  from  the  environing  evils,  the  swift 
messengers  of  destruction  seized,  shouldered, 
and  bore  her  away,  to  appear  before  the  judg- 
dient  seat  of  injured  and  ineensed  jniltice,. 
where  she  received  the  feaiful,  the  irrevoca- 
ble sentence^  ^^  Depart  from  me,  ihou  curp^, 
into  everlasting  fire,  prepared  for  the  defil 
and  his  angels/'  But,  oh!  no  toiigue  can  ex- 
press, no  heart  can  conceive  her  struggles  and 
sfariekings,  when  she  first  felt  the  tormenting 
touch  of  the  intolerable  talons  of  hell !  her  la- 
mentations ascended  ev^n  to  the  relentless 
throne  of  God. 

I  thought  in  my  dream,  that,  by  this  time, 
I  was  almost  dead  with  surprise  and  fear;*  but 
my  benevolent  guide  imparted  to  me  a  c^or- 
dial,  in  my  esteem^  infinitely  more  vi^l^a^le 
than  all  the  wealth  of  ihe  indies,  by  whi<;i^>J[ 

u  4 


•gy>       ^m^y^^mm- 


.    _  .  ■■   .1.  ■  SJ-n 


Vi/    -iM  -nun''   h,:    J'>   .•.■/,:v'-^    )!v-rr     -v 

j^j(  jrbich  pn^ifi^j^  ifiu  lajtter^od  so  Cmil^p  .<, 

4eyif0^  only  in  rigbteoosnevs;  abd  if  tbis  maa 
had  not  been  a  sinner,  his  fatal  sentence  had 
not  been  such  as  you  have  beard  and  seeo. 
That  he  was  a  great  sion^  is  certain;  but 
that  he  was  greater  than  others  I  wiH  not 
affirm,  as  there  is  but  too  much  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  there  are  thousands  in  the  world 
as  wicked  as  he,  who,  if  boundless  mercy  pre- 
vents not,  will  meet  with  the  same  condemn- 
nation  with  him.  ; 
-  ', ,      ■       '  ■  -    .  ■         ..."  ■  •.     I 

^il^if;  m^m.wbosft  fate  you. so  much  defdore, 
w^.liaaiad  fyntum^gia^  a  person. ev^r*  adr^ 

-;?*■  •;     ■      .  ■■•■  ■  •■■■     ■"    ■■ 
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dieted  to  rebellion :'  When  youiig,  he  liad^the 
advantage  of  a  religious  ediicationy  wiiich  wak 
no  small  aggravation  of  bis  future  sins^  as 
moral  instructions  were  thereby  early  im* 
pressed  on  his  mind.  From  behc^e  he 'was 
constrained,  however  reluctant,  to  have  some 
sense  of  what  is  in  itself  either  Hioirally'good, 
or  morally  evil,  and  was  often  subjected  to 
the  sting  of  an  uneasy  conscience,  especially 
after  any  gross  out-breaking  in  sin :  tliosi^ 
pangs  of  mind  extorted  from  him  many  pri6* 
mises  and  strong  resolutions  of  amendment:, 
and  oftentimes  drove  him  to  bis  knees,  itl  the 
closet,  as  well  as  to  an  attendance  on  ptiblic 
worship  frequently  on  the  sabbatli-dayJ       ''  * 

You  will  not  think  it  strange,  [  suppose,  if 
I  tell  you,  that  by  his  occasional  attendance 
on  the  word  preached,  together  with  his  con* 
verse  with  religious  people,  he  attained  a  good 
degree  of  speccJative  knowledjge  both  of  thcJ' 
law  and  the  gospel.  This  made  him  look  on 
himself  as  a  converted  person,  iliotwhhstsmdibg 
he  possessed  4iot, one  .decire -after.  *be.4i^j*ti^' 
cleansing  power  of  religion;  bat|  amidst  all 
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bis  piQletitAdlisy  tdLowedhijoMfilf  in  seoret  siu^ 
tntt  pretty  often  his  sins  were  obvious  eaongb 
to  beholders.  As  his  religioa  was  far  from 
uiuform,  at  some  seasons  negieeting  the  word 
punched,  he  associated  himself  with  those 
wkcMn  he  called  good  companions^  and  enjoyed 
the  pleasures  which  ilow^  from  drinking  and 
gaming;  and,  so. long  as  conscience  was  mild^ 
he  laughed  afc  the  weakness  and  narrow-spi* 
ritedness  of  nhose.wha  could  not  relish  the 
pkbsnres  which  he  enjoyed  on  his  indulged  H«> 
berties.     ;     . 

Thus  it  was  with  poor  Contumacio,  for  the 
most  party  when  health  and  prosperity 
stretched  their  easy  wings  over  his  dwelling ; 
for  he  seldom  dealt  in  relisrion,  but  in  cases  of 
adversity,  which,  though  not  often,  he  was 
sometimes  visited  with;  as  you  shall  hear. 

•    ■      .     '  ■    • 

It  was  the  Lord's  pleasure  to  visit  him. on  a 
certain  time  with  a  violent  fit  of  sickness,  a^ 
tended  with  many  symptoms  of  imminent 
danger,  insomuch  that  he  thought  himself  on 
ite  fv^ry  bricA'of  eterniiy.v   Tbo  dfrefidfiit  ap-^ 
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prehensions  of  approaching  DeatJ^  iolpfesied 
his  mind  with  much  sorrow  for  sio^  and  guVe 
birth  to  some  hopes  especially  with  the  less 
intelligent  of  the  godly,  that  the  work  might 
be  real  and  saving,  and  that  bi«  affliction 
might  prove  a  sanctified  meana  of  his  cottvet'^- 
sion.  But,  alas  !  my  friend,  all  their  hop^s 
were  blasted  ere  they  well  began  to  blossooi: 
for  as  the  disease  abated  of  its  violence,  hi»^ 
convictions  abated  proportionably ;  till  qaite 
recovered  from  his  bodily  complaint,  and  ihHk 
he  was  likewise  relieved  from  tl^e  fever  of  biis 
conscience. 

There  is  an  old  saying, ''  Afflictions  neveir 
fail  to  make  a  man  either  better  or  worse,"  ex* 
actly  verified  in  this  unhappy  person ;  for  be 
increased  daily  in  wickedness  to  that  degre^ 
that  be  laughed  at  every  thing  sacred ;  for 
one  warning  after  another  being  disregarded, 
it  pleased  the  Lord  at  last  to  leave  bimtd 
work  iniquity  with  greediness.  Thus  it  wai 
that  perverse  Cantumacio  was  hurried  foirth  by 
his  carnal  acquaintance,  and  hii^  -own  vicioui 
inclinations,  from  one  i^in  to  another,  tiUbe 

u9 
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,Mi|tb  brougbt  himself  to  what;  yoa  have  now 
.beheld. 

I 

This  awful  account  of  the  unhappy  Contu- 
mcLcio  greatly  affected  me;  and,  as  I  wa& 
deeply  musing  on  what  I  had  heard  and  seen, 
,my  venerable  guide  thus  addressed  me: 
}\  Come,  pow.  let  us  take  u  view  of  the  friends 
of  the  deceased.  And  now  my  attention  wa» 
wholly  engrossed  with  what  passed  amongst 
.them,  the  oaost  of  whom  were  bathe4  it^ 
tears^ 

God  rest  his  soul,  says  one^  he  was  as  good 
a  natured  man  as  ever  lived..  Aye,  that  he 
w^asy  says  a  second^  and  as  good  a  husband  as 
any  in  the  world,  and  minded  that  that  was 
good  too  ;  though  to  be  sure,  poor  man,  he 
was  not  without  his  failings ;  but  the  b^st 
have  their  failings  as  well  as  he.  Very  true, 
says  a  third,  God  help  us,  we  are  all  frail 
creatures ;  poor  man,  it  is  well  for  him  that 
he.bas^ot.safe  out  of  this  troublesome  world  ; 
it  is^be^tter  for  them  that  ^re  dead,  than  for  us 
,  that  iafe  sj}ive;  to  be  sure,. he  is  the  happiest 
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of  US  ali.  Thus  they  reasorietf/kofd  9ttMoni9y 
threw  ia  consolatioas  in  Tegard  to  the^i^t^^r 
of  the  funeral. 


^-   r. .  n 


I  turned  to  mj  guide  whfa  amaz^ttnent  on 
my  cottntenance>  and  stared  bim  full  'in'^  the 
face,  on  which  he  stopped  me  shoft  ^i(efo4^  I 
had  tiui«  to  speak,  «fid  tfao^  it  was  he-  ad- 
dressed met 


'J:         ■  .1. 


These  people  have  no  ndtion-at  o]*)  6f  f^ttt'^* 
ing  punished  after  death  ;  but  whatever  dotrhse 
of  life  a  person  has  led  whilst  here  on  earthy 
they  take  his  admission  into  heaven  when 
he  dies  as  certain.  Hell  might  never  have 
been  made  as  a  place  of  punishment^  for  any 
notion  which  they  have  of  it.  If  you,  or  any 
other  person,  were  to  tell  these  people,  that 
their  departed  friend  has  already  taken  up  his 
abode  in  those  dismal,  unfathomable  deptf^s, 
where  the  worm  of  conscience  dieth  not,' and 
where  the  fire^of  unspeakable  torment  cafyr^ot 
be  quenched,- they  would- look  on  -yxju' W'an 
uncharitable  hard-hie^rtetl'  wretfch,  tfrifi*  ^for 
the  society  df  inaiikiad.    Afiet  UH  fWa^^^t 
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beard  and  seen,  you  will  no  doobttbiak  it 
strange,  that  the  minister  who  shall  perform 
the  funeral  rites  should  commit  the  body  of 
this  man,  under  the  name  and  character  of 
brother,  to  the  dust,  in  a  sure  and  certain  hope 
of  a  blessed  resurrection  with  the  just,  net* 
withstanding  he  is  for  ever  separated  from 
them ;  and  yet  I  can  tell  you  that  such  are 
the  ecclesiastical  establishments  of  some  na- 
tions, that,  was  not  the  minister  thus  to  bury 
biai|,it  might  cost  him  no  less  than  degrada- 
tion from  bis  sacred  office'*''. 


*  I  have  often  thought  it  a  very  great  hardship  upon  con- 
scientious ministers  of  the  church  of  England^  that  by  the 
office  for  burying  of  the  dead,  they  are  tied  to  use  the  very 
same  form  over  the  greatest  of  saints  and  the  vilest  of  sin- 
ners, >vhich  must  he  a  heavy  burden  to  an  honest  intelli- 
gent mind.  ll)e  form  is  admirably  adapted  to  -the  burial 
of  a  saint,  but  in  the  highest  degree  preposterously  fali^ 
and  absurd  when  used  at  the  interment  of  a  wicked  man, 
who  dies  impenitent  and  in  his  sins. 

For  as  much  as  ii  hath  pleased  Almighty  God  rf  hit  gremi 
mercy  to  take  unto  himself  the  soul  of  our  dear  brother  here  d^ 
parted. — ^This  is- true  of  the  departed  saint ;  but  with  what 
propriety  can  it  be  said  of  a  wicked  roan  that  he  is  a  bro- 
ther to  the  faithful  ?  It  the  death  of  such  a  maa  in  mercy, 
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the  Burial  Service. 

But,  my  benevolent  friend,  may  it  please 
you  to  inform  me,  whether  any  reason  may 
be  assigned,  why  this  man,  althoagh  wicked 
should  be  so  troubled  at  his  death ;  for  I  have 
somewhere  read,  that  the  wicked  ha-ve  no 
bands  in  their  death,  and  are  not  troubled  as 
other  men?  To  which  he  replied,  Yes,  young 
raan,  you  have  so  read,  if  you  have  read  your 
Bible;  but  you  itiay  know  that  poor  Coiihi- 

iii  great  mercy  ?  Hath  God  indeed  taiMn  the  soul  of  the 

wicked  sinner  to  himself  instead  of  denouncing  upon  him 
the  sentence  exhibited  in  the  word  ?  Depart  from  me,  ye 
cursed,  into  everlasting  Jire,  &c.  Is  this  the  taking  of  the 
soul  to  him&elf  in  great  mercy  as  expressed  in  the  ritual. 

ff^e  thtrefort  e&mmU  his  hody  to  the  ground,  in  sure  and 
certain  hojm  if  the  resurr§eHam  to  ettmal  lift  through  our 
jArd  Jesus  CAm<.— How  .can  this  hope  of  resurrection  to 
eternal  life  be  suVe  and  certain^  seeing  the  wicked  shall 
certainly  he  raised  to  everlasting  punishment,  and  shall  be 
turned  into  hell  with  all  the  nations,  that  forget  God.  It 
would  be  Well  if  some  expedient  was  found  for  easing  thf! 
minds  of  the  conscientious  part  of  the  clergy,  either  by 
accommodating  the  rites  to  the  death  of  a  sinner  as  well  as 
tbttt  of  a  saint-,  Or  leaving  the  minister  at  liberty  to  use  tit 
iiot  use  this  form,  as  hU  discretiod  Height  dictate  from  his 
knowledge  of  the  party  deceased. 


■  «  -i 
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macio  was  thoroughly  awakened  to  a  sense  of 
wrath  on  account  of  his  sins,  and   they  ap- 

•  * 

peared  to  him  worse  than  so  many  dreary 
ghosts,  or  btdeouis  spectres,  which  made  him, 
as  you  sa^9  so  terribly  alarmed,  when  the  in- 
vincible  skeleton  approached,  and  presented 
the  point  of  his  envenomed  shaft.  A  world  1 
ten  thousand  worlds!  would  he  have  given, 
coul^-ke  for  them  have  been  told  how  to 
evade  the  fatal  thrust.  But  the  stroke,  not 
to  be  evaded,  h6  was  obliged  to  sustain ;  but, 
oh !  may  you  never  know  such  a  latter  end ! 

His  great  disorder  of  mind  was  partly  ow- 
ing to  his  being  possessed  of  a  larger  degree 
of  moral  knowledge  than  some  of  his  neigh- 
bours, so  that  very  many  of  his  sins  were 
committed  against  the  light  of  his  own  con- 
science, which  made  them  the  more  dreadful 
unto  him.  But  the  chief  reason  is,  God  doth 
sometimes  alarm  the  conscience  of  a  depart- 
ing sinner  that  he  may  manifest  his  judg- 
ments for  the  convincing  of  some,  and  leaving 
of  others  without  excuse. 
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If  you  please,  I  wriuW  baye  J59U  xjbf.er\^^^ 
yonder  woman^  who  sits  p^si;^^  sit :  th^  9jd};€^ 
cod  of  the  room:  perhapi*  .hjer  .pQ^iv^rsioA,is^ 
one  end  which  the  IiOf4  prPfPl^^u  ^7  ^!^ 
judgments  manifested- ia  this  ;U^h^py  ^^"^V 
and  let  me  tell  you^  Navitiog  I  iim  pf  Qpioioa, 
that  she  will  never  forget  this  awful  provi-. 
dence  whilst  she  herself  is  contloued  la, being. 
Believe  me,  Jehovah's  wajs  are  ia  tl;i^  de^p. 
watery,  and  by  far  more  intricate  tban  tb^^ 
paths  of  the  whirlwind.^— The  giaeat^  the  »<^y^r, 
reign  householder,  bath  an  indisputable  dght,^ 
if  he  sees  meet,  to  burn  his  wooden  vessels, 
that  with  their  ashes  he  may  brighten  his  ves- 
sels oi  gold  and  silver^    Now  you  have  seen 
this  man,  with  bis  end,,  come  along  with  me^ 
and  another  scene  shall  be  unfolded. 
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PART    III. 


I  THOUGHT  in  my  dream,  that,  according 
to  his  directions,  I  followed  my  guide  through 
diverse  turnings,  in  this  stately  mansion,  till 
we  arrived  in  an  apartment,  where  was  an  old 
gentleman,  laid  on  a  couch,  dictating  to  an 
attorney,  who  sat  by  him,  writing  his  last  will 
and  testament*  He  signed,  sealed,  and  deli-' 
vered  the  deed;  and  then  with  the  greatest 
▼ivacity  proceeded  to  relate  the  various  virtues 
of  his  life,  seemingly  extremely  pleased  with 
the  recapitulation. 

He  willed  his  children  to  follow  his  exam- 
ple :  and,  the  better  to  encourage  them  to 
such  an  imitation,  he  told  them,  that  it  was 
bfU  a  small  sum  of  money  which  be  and  their 
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mother  possessed  at  their  first  entrance  on 
their  marriage  state;  and  how,  by  their  dili- 
gence and  frugality,  they  had  saved  so  and 
so,  mentioning  the  legacies  which  he  had  be- 
queathed  in   his   will;   adding,  that  if  they 
were  diligent  and  frugal,   they   might  also, 
proportionably,    increase    that     which,    he 
blessed  God,  he  had  procured  for  them.    He 
'  added  farther:  *^  My  dear  children,  I  am  ter j* 
ill,  and  doubt  1  cannot  recover;  the  doctor 
gives  me  but  little  hope,  but  it  is  what  we 
must  all  come  to,  and  you  are  the  witnesses 
of  my  conduct,  ever  since  you  are  capable  of 
discerning  betwixt  right  and  wrojig.     I  have 
been  just  in  all  my  dealings;  never  imposed 
on  any  man,  and  now,  God  help  me,  I  am 
dying,  none  that  ever  I  dealt  with  can  say  to 
me,  '  Thou  didst   me    wrong,  or  thou  hast 
cheated  me  in  this  or  that/    This  gives  me 
great  satisfaction  in  my  present  case.  I  thank 
God,  I  can  now  say,  that  I  never  swore  an 
oath  in  my  days,  but  have  often  been  angrj 
with  that  wicked  practice  in  others.     I  never 
was  drunk  ;  but  always  detested  that  beastly 
and  wasteful  sin  ;  nor,  as  I  remember,  did  I 
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ever  tell  a  lie ;  bat  have  always  minded  mj 
duty  to  God,  attended  at  church  and  sacra- 
ment duly;  and/if  ever  I  sinned  at  any  time, 
I  was  careful  to  pray  for  mercy,  was  sorry  for 
it,  and  confessed  to  God,  who  is  merciful,  and 
will,  I  hope,  pardon  the  frailties  to  which  we 
are  all  subject.  If  at  any  time  I  sinned,  it 
was  not  with  a  wicked  design  ;  for,  I  thank 
God,  I  have  always  had  a  good  heart,  and 
meant  well  in  what  I  did  ;  and  it  were  a 
great  sin  to  disbelieve  in  the  mercy  of  God. 
I  hope  that  seeing  I  have  always  believed  in 
Christ,  been  .diligent  in  providing  for  my  fa- 
mily, have  carefully  husbanded,  what  I  got  by 
my  business,  and  have  been  mindful  of  my 
duty  to  God ;  I  have  little  reason  to  fear  but 
it  will  be  well  with  me;  and  now,  as  in  all 
probability  I  cannot  recover,  I  have  settled 
every  thing,  I  hope,  to  your  satisfaction,  as 
Tvell  as  my  own,  and  can  die  in  peace." — Thus 
it  was  that  he  instructed  his  children,  in  his 
latest  hours,  and  some  of  them  confirmed ^ali 
that  he  said,  by  applauding  the  truth  of  every 
sentence. — However,  I  thought  all  along,  that 
I  discerned  a  secret  Joy  amongst  the  yonng 
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people-;  nocwirhBtaBding,  for  -deceoey'^  takCf 
they  EMmned  seferal  of  the  symptoms  of  «grief:; 
and  4f«s  oonfinned  jb  my  opioioQ,  by  overbear- 
iog  the -eldest  son,  wheo  the  father  said, ''  Jo 
all  probabiiity  I  cannot  lecover/'  to  whisper 
secretly  to  himself,  I  hope  you  cannot ;  and 
when  the  old  man  said,  he  had  settled  eyerj 
thing  to  his  diildreo's  satisfaction,  the  son 
whispered  again :  '^  Aye,  if  you  would  make 
quick  work  of  dying."  I  then  thought  how 
foolish  it  is  in  those  parents  who  snatch  at 
everyopportunity  of  amassing  wealth  for  their 
children,  seeing  that  thereby  they  are  so  far 
from  gaining  their  love  and  esteem,  that  they 
become  impatient  for  their  death,  in  order  to 
be  possessed  of  their  substance. 

In  the  mean  while  the  visitants  of  the  old 
gentleman  comforted  him  against  the  fears  of 
death,  by  putting  him  often  in  mind  of  his 
life  so  well  spent,  which  will,  said  they,  no 
doubt,  make  you  a  happy  man,  as  soon  as  yoa 
ase  delivered  from  this  afflicted  body. 

Notwithstanding  I  was  greatly  surprised  at 
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the  iBgratitfi^e  of  y^fMg*  Pirtfiargyruii  'in 
wishing  tbe  death  of  hiirfatber?  I  €otfId  not 
Jnelp  beiBg  well  f>teft^-  with  the  dispetitioii 
of  the  old  ge^itieman's  ftfiairs  ;:aBd;  tttrniiig  tor 
loy  gaide^  with  ftatisfsotidn  '  viiibte' <oo '  liijr! 
coantetfaAce,  [  said. 


f  I 


>» 


AhySirl  whttt-a  happiMMis  it  to  lie -mil 
in  good  works  1  Oh^  wiftli' what  pleasure  «in«y 
this  man  die,  when  be  looka-  back,  aiid  take*  m 
view  of  a  life  %p&At  to>s(u«b?igpeat'  adifaotage! 
How  vast  is  the  diflfeirenoe  btetwixt  thid  and 
the  other  mAn's  estate  ^  ChWhmacio  went  iSoi^ 
tracted  into  hell,  but^^vttiy^  will  dodbttes^  gid 
joyfully  to  heaven  the-next  nidtaeiit  after  bis 
dissolution.  -  i  -  • 

To  which  my  guide  replied,  I  see,  Novitio, 
you  are  too  prone  to  j\idge 'according  to  out- 
ward '  appearance )  not  considering  that  ap- 
pearance and' reality  are  very  often  t^o  diffe- 
rent things ;  Inrt  wait  with  patience  dftly  a  Httle 
while,  arid  you  shall  see  M  ^nd  df  Jfvitf^p 
with  all  hb  happiness,  which  yon  so  ttaacb  ad- 
fttire.  '■'    •■■■■'-    .  -  -^»  i  •'  .  /    . 
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ant;.  The  My  sediicera>  as^  30  many  merciless 
tigers,  leaped  |ip<Hi  aiid  seized  her  in  the 
midst  of  her  horror  and  distraction.  Oh !  what 
heart  can  conceive>  what  pen  can  describe^ 
the  dreary  diatraetioB  of  the  dismayed  spec- 
tre, when  0he  found  herself  shackled  hy  those 
cruel  tormentors  !  A  faint  description  thereof 
would  make  the  stoutest  heart  to  tremble,  and 
the  ruddiest  countenance  to  gather  blackness. 
The  /Sfly  s^ucers^  who  attended  him  incogqita 
dprios  life,  remained  quiet  as  possible  till  the 
deprived  ghost  was  safely  dislodged,  and  then 
they  assumed  the  devil  in  all  his  infernal 
forms  and  tyranny ;  seized^  fettered,  and  bore 
her  :away,  notwithstanding  she  resisted  their 
fury,  with  inexpressible  struggles,  O  my 
soul!  how  dreadful  must  the  disappointmeat 
of  that  man  be  tit  death,  who  in  his  life*time 
feeds  upon  the  transient  hope  of  a  hypo- 
crite, and  builds  his  expectance  of  future  hap* 
pin<^s$  pn  a  sandy  foundation  !  Instead  of  be- 
ing caressed  in  the  bosom  of  everlasting  love, 
he  is  enfolded  in  the  arms  of  eternal:  despair; 
instead  of  par^king  of  the  ineffable,  joys  of 
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the  righteous  at  cteath>  be  is  :)^red|kitatd^ 
phinged  into  the  ga!j>h  6f  nev^fc^'Wding^OT** 
guisbv  '     ''■'■  '■"••'•'^ 

It  was  now  I  began  to  undeFstami  tirt 
meaning  of  such  sayings  *  as  '  these :  -"The 
hope  of  the  hypotrite  shall  perish  ;  they  look 
fbr  p^ace^  but  behold  evil  com^th,**  &<Ji 


Astonished:  at  thfe  eteht,  1  turited^ha^ly  tb 
roy  guide^  and  alsked  him*  hbw  it?  -  came  W 
pass  that  a-  mart  of  so  mcfny  good  wortei 
should  at  last  befeome  a  prey*tb  devouritlg 
•flames?  Sir,  8at(H,1Hdw  is  itf  Gan  it  possib)^ 
be  consistent  with  the  goodness  ^md  eqnity^' 
God  ?  To  which' the  wdrlfhy  geatlemtin  toeefcly 
repHed':      '     '  •  *  >« 

I  tell'  yon,  Novitio,  you  riiust  not,  froA 
what  you  have  seen,  infer  that  the  ways  off 
^e  Lord  are  unequal,  and  that  he  dispo^ie'th 
of  his  Creatures  unjustly.  For  al!'ihe  gd6d 
works  of  which  Avaro  boasted  iso'^thtidi;  atrtl 
depended  upon  for  his  acteptahcc  witfc'Cdtf 
were  good  only  in  shew;  they  proceeded  not. 
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from  a  principle  of  living  faith ;  and  yoa  are 
iaformed  by  the  word  of  Divine  truths  that 
whatever  is  not  of  faith  is  sin.  Nor  had  the 
blind  Jlvaro  the  least  regard  to  the  glory  of 
God  in  all  or  any  of  them,  but  they  were  per-* 
formed  with  a  view  to  answer  selfish  ends; 
therefore^  when  they  come  to  be  examined  by 
the  eye  of  impartial  justicey  they  were  all  ac- 
counted as  abominable  deeds:  for  no  act  is 
acceptable  to  God,  unless  it  springs  from  a 
living  faith  in  Christ,  and  a  principle  of  love 
to  God.  He  had  attained  some  alight  ac- 
quaintance with  the  external  forms  of  religion, 
but  was  wholly  a  stranger  to  its  heart-clean- 
si ngy  and  world-overcoming  power.  But  how- 
ever clean  he  had  made  the  outside  of  the  cap 
and  platter,  being  inwardly  full  of  ungodli- 
ness and  error^  he  was  unmeet  for,  and  conse- 
quently could  not  possess  a  dwelling  in  the 
holy  of  holies.  Avaro,  whilst  alive,  was  one 
of  those  deceived  people  who  esteem  gain  to 
be  godliness ;  his  whole  life  was  spent  to  the 
end  of  getting ;  and,  being  successful  therein, 
he  valued  himself  far  above  others,  fondly  al- 
ledging^  that  all  his  increase  was  owing  to  his 
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own  industry  ;  and  if  at  any  time  he  thooght 
of  Divine  Providence/  he  imagined  that  hit 
worldly  prosperity  was  an  evidence  of  bis  en- 
joying the  favoar  of  the  Almighty.  As  to 
his  religion,  be  seldota  ootitted  going  to 
church  twice  on  the  LordVdliy ;  and  jsiocfebe 
was  old  and  unfit  for  basiness^  once  almost 
every  day,  by  which  he  thought  he  merited 
greatly  at  the  hand  of  God;  and  was  the 
more  confirmed  in  his  opinion,  inasbiuch  as 
some  of  his  neighbours  did  not  attend  on 
public  worship  once  in  a  month. 

When  at  any  time  he  gave  a  small  pari  oJT 
his  substance  to  feed  the  hungry  or  clothe 
the  naked,  it  was  generally  to  wipe  away  the 
score  of  sin  from  his  conscience ;  or  to  pre- 
vent his  being  thought  a  covetous  person ;  for 
this  was  a  scandal  which  he  could  not  endure, 
fant  looked  on  his  carefulness  as  an  excellent 
virtue.  Yea,  so  ignorant  was  he  of  the  pure 
and  spiritual  law  of  God,  that  he  e:spected 
to  be  rewarded  for  gathering  together  fortunes 
for  his  children.  Some  legacies  he  bath  in- 
deed left  in  his  will  for  charitable  uses;  fot 
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be  wa^  one  of  ^those  gripjng  mis^s  who  have 
no  .heart  to  dq  a  generous  actioqi  whilst  their 
substance  may  be  called  their  own,  and  who, 
to  make  aa  atonement  fpr  theijr.  having  wi^h- 
held  more  than  is  m^et^  .bequeath  sums  qf 
money  for  the  use  qf  public  edifices  at  their 
death.  Strange  infatuation^  to  think  that  de? 
frauding  of  the  legal  heir  can  ^e  acceptable 
to  the  infinitely  holy  God ;  or  in  any  vise 
stamp  a  reputation  upon  the  cbaracte^T:  of 
man.  Whilst  uivaro  lived  there  was  none  in 
the  nelorhbourhood  more. successful  than  him; 
but,  however  he  succeeded  in  his  former  en- 
terprises, he  was  wofully  disappointed  in 
de^th ;  for  now  the  die  is  cast,  his  loss  is 
irrecoverable;  and  his  afflictions  are  beyond 
a  remedy.  Believe  me,  young  man,  continued 
Veratio,  all  disappointments,  losses,  and 
crosses,  which  can  possibly  happen  in  life, 
are  infinitely  rather  to  be  chosen,  than  that 
disappointment  which  the  successful  Pharisee 
meets  with  at  death. 


I  was  exceedingly  shocked  at  the  fearfui 
deception  of  this  worlding,  ricli  in  life  bu; 
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poor  in  death;  and  m  my' confusion  of  mind 
I  breathed  f6rth  some  such  desire  as  (hU^ 
*'  Lordy  ddiver  me  from  the  subtle  insinua^ 
ting  love  of  the  worlds  and  stupid  ignorance 
of  thy  holy  ways  !'*  My  guide  interrupting, 
said,  A  suitable  prayer;  for  the  love  of  money 
is  the  root  of  all  evil,  springing  from,  and 
ever  attended  with  ignorance  of '  ihQ  holy 
God;  ingenuous  and  wise  was  that  heart  that 
could  suggest  such  a  prayer,  as  Lord  givie  me 
neither  poverty  nor  riches,  &c.  Which  of 
your  acquaintance,  Noviiio,  think  yOu,  cati. 
heartily  express  such  a  prayer? 

Avaro  beinsr  stretched  out  a  lifeless  clnvey 
corpse,  Veratlo  led  me  Txway  to  a  third  man- 
sion in  this  stately  fabric,  where  another  dis- 
tressing  scene  was  unfolded. — The  unhappy 
SecuruSy  a  young  man  of  about  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  was  the  possessor  here ;  but  his 
term,  alas !  appeared  to  be  near  at  an  end, 
being  almost  spent  in  a  consumption ;  yet, 
unhappy  youth,  he  could  not  bear  to  be  told 
that  he  was  a  dying  man.  His  relations  and 
friends  did  what  they  could  to*  p'revejiV'nun^ 
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braving  aay  thoughts  of  D^ATHaod  a  future 
«tatey  by  barely  and  siufully  flattering  him 
with  hopes  of  recovery^  notwithstanding  they 
evidently  saw«  that,  without  a  miracle  being 
wrought^  hLs  death  was  inevitable. 

One  told  him,  that  she  knew  a  certain  per- 
son who  had  been  as  bad,  if  not  worse,  than 
Securus  was  then/but  was  now  happUy  reco- 
vered^ and  was  as  well  as  ever.  Another  ad- 
vised to  send  to  Mn  Medicus,  a  distant  physi- 
cian, who  she  said  had  performed  wonders  in 
curing  consumptions.  A  third  persuaded  him 
that  he  looked  better  than  formerly,  and  was 
likely  to  recover;  but  not  one  of  them  was 
faithful  enough  to  p«t  him  in  mind  of  ap- 
proaching Death,  and  a,  never-eNcling  eternity^ 
which  he  was  just  ready  to  launch  into,  lest 
they  should  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  his 
mind. 

Grieved  in  soul  to  hear  them  flatter  the 
blinded  wretch  with  hopes  of  life,  even  when 
they  saw  that  his  death  was  to  be  expected 
every  moment;  1  was  about  to  have  spoken, 
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^but  m J  guide  prevented,  by  telling  me  thdj: 
his  frieadft  would  look  on  me  a»  bad  as  a  muir- 
derer  if  I  should. disturb -fais  conscience^  by 
asking  him  any  pertinent  question  relating  to 
a  future  state.     Is  this  a  display  of  parental 
affection  and   brotherly  friendship?    said   I. 
Miserable  relations!  Unprofitable  and  perni- 
cious friends,  whose   very  friendship   is  the 
most   barbarous   cruelty !    It  ie  not  enough 
that  he  hath  lived  a  life  of  unintermitted  re- 
bellion against  God;  but  you  must  study  to 
get  him  out  of  the  world  insensible  of  it. 
Wretched  ministers  of  false  comfort  ate  yoa 
all !     O  my  God,  let  me  ever  be.  preserved 
from  the  fatal  influence  of  soothing  flattery! 
This  said,  my  guide  addressed'  me  in  the-  foU 
lowing   manner:    This   is  young  Securus,  a 
thoughtless    youth,  accustomed  to  put  the 
evil  day  afar  from  bim,  minding  only  the  pref 
sent  time ;  for  if  it  happened,  as  sometimes  it 
did,  that  the  thoughts  of  Death  encroached 
on  his  mind,  he  lulled  his  conscience^  to  quiet- 
ness,  by   promising   to   repeot  of  his   sins,^ 
and  amend  his  ways  hereafter;  when  he  mraa 
oklg  and  bad  enjoyed  the  pleasures  of  U£e^^ 
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JitUe  tbiaking  that  he  was  to  be  cut  ojBT  in  the 
yery   bloom  o£  youth.     Securus  was  one  of 
those  -who  pi^eteoded  to  be  zealou&Iy  affected 
for  tlie  church,  but  never  came  near  its  as- 
jiiemblies;  and  even. now,  in>  bis  latest  hottrs> 
be  has  not  the  least  thought  of  Death  and 
eternity  ;  but  is  angry  with  the  physician  be- 
cause lie  will  prescribe  no   more   uiediciQes 
:for  him.    Still  he  hopes  to  prolong  bis  }ifev 
notwithstanding  his  lungs  are  so  far  spent 
that  he  can  hardly  utter  one  half  of  a  con- 
tracted sentence.     In  all  appearance  he  wiU 
never  think  of  Death  and  judgment^  heaven 
and  hell,  joy  and  pain,  till  the  flaming  tor- 
ments playing  around  him  rouse  bis  sleeping 
soul.     Tlieuy  if  not  before^  be  will  begin  to 
think  uf  eternity.     At  last  he  will   be  coa- 
vinccd,  that  the  torments  of  hell  are  insup* 
portable,    and     of    never-ending     duration, 
though     he     disregarded    every    threatening 
thereof,  denounced  in  the  sacred  oracles. 

Vain  Secunts^  whilst  in  health  and  prospe- 
rity, laughed. at  the  timidity  of  those  who  had 
any,  dread  of.  offending  a  holy  and  terrible 


'  in  th&  Life  «f  Setorof :   '  ^ 
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God :  and  accounted  "retrgibh  to  be  nothing 
else  but  whininjg  hypocrisy;  but  ere  long  he 
will  feel  to  his  sorrow  thiitHbe  wrath  of  a  sitir 
evenging  God  is  indeed  something  to  be 
afraid  of,  and  that  religion  is  real  and  not 
irininerical. 

In  health  he  accounted  the  lives  of  the  re- 
ligious to  be  madness>  and  their  latter  end 
without  honour.  So  he  lived,  and  now  his  insCf- 
lence  in  basely  contemning  the  ways  and  peo- 
ple of  the-  Lord  hath  issued  in  that  stupefac* 
tion  of  mind,  which  ere  long  will  terminate  in 
intolerable  anguish;  then  he  will  be  fulfy 
convinced  that  his  supposed  fools  are  the  only 
wise  ones  on  the  face  of -the  earth,  and  thi^t 
their  latter  end  is  more  honourable  than  that 
of  all  men  besides. 

•  This  awful  proof  of  degeneracy  touched  me 
so  sensibly,  that,  as  I  thought,  I  uttered  some 
such  a  lamentation  as  this : 

O  sin !  monstrous  beyond  all  productions ! 
Thou*  mo!rt  abominable  of 'e'very  evil!:  llioii 
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hast  bereaved  us  of  oqr  native  koowledgey 
]M)ssess4d  iQ  our  creatioo  state,  and  diflfused 
darko^s  through  the  whole  understanding, 
l^bou'bast  changed  .ouf  ancient  love  into  pre-- 
tent  hatred,  and  all  our  former  holiness  gives 
place  to  sinful  insensibility.  Cao  a  maa 
stand  at  the  entrance  of  the  grave,^  and  there 
concert  the  schemes  of  earthly  pleasures? 
JJaving  his  feet  on  the  threshold  in  the. gates 
of  perdition,  can  he  ye^  believe  himself  in  a 
land  of  security  and  rest?  Who  could  ever 
conceive^  without  ocular  demonstration,  that 
such  blindness  over-spreads  the  mind  of  a  ra- 
tional being,,  as  shall  cause  him  to  look  on  his 
body  as  tenable,  even  when  in  the  chilling 
embraces  of  desolating  Death  i  But  so  it  is, 
through  thy  prevalency,  thou  most  loathsome 
of  every  nature!  By  thee,  destruction  over- 
whelms the  human  race,  thou  fertile  source 
of  innumerable  evils !  Ob,  let  me  for  ever  ad- 
mire the  discriminating  grace  of  the  great 
Three  in  One,  who  by  the  special  influences 
of  the  Divine  Spirit  hath  realized  sin  to  me 
in  all  its  hateful  deformities  and  dreadful 
consequences;  bath  made  my  once  &tupi£ed 
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and  l>eDutnbe4  co.n9€ieQc<^.fe^l  «  gentle  touch 
of  hi»  fatheriy  Mg^t  cm  ita  accoiioi ; :  faairlft 
given  opie  a  detestatipQ.  jof  .fi'iA;.  and  hiK^fav^c* 
cording  to  hi^  own  ptif pof«  ond  grace^  been 
pleased  to  lead  me  for. a  pjardoo  and. accept* 
tance  unto  that  pi^ecipui^i  bloody  eoricbed  ivitb 
all  the.  fuUoi^^»  of.  indwelling.. Gbodhead  i  O 
my  sopU  b)e6$' thou,  the  Lord  for  a  setise  of 
sin;  for  though  it  i^  painful,  it  is  also  salo'^ 
tary.  Let  them,  not  be.  accounted  for.  tirp 
companions,  who  deem  a  sense  of  sin  to  be 
superfluous  in  religion. 

It  was.  now  that' I  .Ibought  my  guide  P^^m-* 
Ho  interrupted  me«  jnst  as  the  sin-hardened 
Securus  departed  tjiis  life ;  and  said,  Tbonghi-4 
less  he.livedj.  and.  th0ughlle9s.be  died;  biit 
now  he  is  thoughtful  enough.  Believe. me» 
Novitioy  he  hath  already  thought  more  of 
hell,  sin,  and  rebellion,  than  ever  hedid  in  all 
his  life.  Look  jou,  NovitiOf  to  yonder  lake 
of  fire  and  brimstone,  where  b^  is  already 
plunged,  undergoing  tbeunjcnown  tortures,  of 
the  second  d^atb.  And  hovf  behath  a  pever-i 
coding  eternity  ji^fqre  biflpy.i^  t^ir^k  .0/  what 
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is  paBly  and  what  i%  future.  •  Ui>happy  is.he'. 
who  is  tboBghlless  ia>life,  and  uoprovided  for 
in  deaths  like  tbe  wretched  Securus!'  A  pom- 
pons fanecal  is  indeed  designed  bim ;  bat^  . 
atasi;  "what  pleasure  can  lifeless  clay,  or  a  torT". 
roented  ghost,  take  in  funeral  pomp,  or  the 
crocodiline  tears  of  the  mercenary  mourner? 
But  let  usJeave  his  relics  to  endure  that  bonopr 
designed  to  be  imposed  upon  them,  and  let  you 
and  I  sec  what  farther  discoveries  we  can  maket 

Ob,  Sir,  said  I,  what  dreadful  scenes  you 
unfold  !  Is  this,  Feratio,  the  portraiture  of. 
unmasked  death?  Do  all  my  feUow- creatures 
die  thus  miserable  P  And  is  there  no  such 
thing  as  a  comfortable  Death  to  be  seen  ?  Oh> 
Sir,  my  very  flesh  shudders  at  these  awful  dis- 
coveries !     . 

My  guide  replied.  Know,  young  man,  that 
sorrow  is  antecedent  to  joy,  grief  before  con* 
solatioQ,  darkness  before  light,  and  humility 
before  honour.  Shrink  not  back  when  the 
cup  df  bitterness  kisseth  your  lips,  seeing  it  is 
preparative  to  the >  cop  of -sl^Yation.     But  if 
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'Novitio^^ tif^rtihV^  to  scfe  such-  boirrible^uppes^-. 
an(ies'bf  Dea'th,  onrtyHbink  ^Hat^tbej^  miM' 
feel  who  eiWuVeatiieiriP  Mowfeverj' o^fi« 
sidtiatingyoiii^  t«m<)i\)ii!»^  4Mpo8Ui0Of  ^I^sbaQ 
shettr  yoti^bjit  one  ib9tkn<*e  mon^df  €bd  deaifai 
of  the  langodly ;  ■  after'  Which  I-fibaUebdettTbu* 
to  recofipleftse'  yoiif  paiih  by  more  plekstfric 
cUscoveriw/  I  -mettij  I  shall  -di^oover  -woW^ 
ydti 'sdrh^^of  thi?  god^y,  witfe  their  'lattei*  0ddv 
In'fhe  riteafn"  \vhi!e,'let'iwa*t€|bd.'the  discdrtedJ 
late  lictitia  in  l^r  depai^ting  agonies. 

This  saidi  he  tednie&way  to  a^-magnifieeiit^ 
apartment^  decolrated  wtthall  the  prodactid&if 
of  art.     In  this  apartment>  brilliant^as  it  Waj»^ 
we  saw  a  bdy^  whom  all  the  riches  of  th^  e^t 
could  not  make  happy:  she  lay  on  a-  bed  df ' 
down,  surrounded  with  hangings  of  damasfr, 
it  is  true,  but  found  no  more  rest  than  if  she 
had  lain  on  a  flinty  rock  ;  she  w«s  finder  the 
power  of  an  itlveterate  malady^  and^had  been^ 
8b  for  several  years :  but  greatly  added  tbevd« 
unto  by  murmuring'  at>  and'  repiningt  undei*^ : 
the   afflictive  dispensation*;    She-'adeined   to 
nie  to  Be  about  Airty*five'  yeal^*  of  v^gBi  mil . 
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had  been  possessed  of  a  goodly  measure  of 
external  beauty,  before  it  was  blasted  by  this 
inveterate  evil ;   so  that  whilst  a  maiden,  she 
was  what  we  coamonly  call  a  genteel  lady ; 
and    whatever    qualifications    Teresa    could 
boast  6f,  were  all  to  be  found  in  the  youthful 
Letitia.  In  her  affliction,  which  was  grievous, 
being  a  cancer  in  her  breast,  she  greatly  en^ 
vied  the  happiness  of  her  visitors^  purely  be- 
cause they  enjoyed  health,  the  loss  of  which 
she  inconsolably  lamented ;  and  instead  of  re- 
ceiving  the  visits  of  her  friends  with  that 
grateful  civility,  which  might  have  been  ex- 
pected from  a  person  of  her  rank  and  educa- 
tion, reduced  to  such  distressing  circumstances, 
she  was  used  to  give  it  them  in  some  such 
terms  as  these : 

"  It  is  well  for  you ;  you  can  go  abroad  at 
your  pleasure,  and  visit  your  friends,  and 
with  them  partake  of  the  sweetness  of  life. 
You  may  make  much  of  it  now,  for  you  have 
all  the  genteel  amusements  to  yourselves ;  as 
for  me,  I  know  not  what  evil  I  have  com- 
mitted more  than  others,  that  I  should  be  ijn- 
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prisooed  in  this  solitary  places to  end^r«  such 
jacking  pains  as  I  do.  I  hear  of  many  who 
have  lived  far  more  liberally  than  ever  I  did> 
who  still  continue  to  enjoy  all  the  pleasures 
which  either  town  or  country  can  afibrd ;  but 
I  must  lie  here  on  this  irksome  bed,  an4 
nobody  knows  when  I  shall  be  able  to  go 
abroad,  so  much,  as  to  take  an  airing,  or  to 
see  one  friend  or  another.  I  employ  the  best 
physician  in  the  county ;  but  how  it  is,  I 
know  not;  he  can  cure  others,  but  all  hit$ 
prescriptions  seem  to  be  lost  upon  me."  It 
was  thus  she  entertained  her  friends,  and  thus 
fhe  rendered  herself  disagreeable  to  all  that 
came  near  her. 

A  godly  minister  in  the  neighbourhood  was 
used  occasionally  to  visit  her,  though  his 
company  was  never  very  desirable,  his  con* 
versatjon  being  by  far  too  serious  for  a  lady 
of  her  disposition  of  mind.  Her  elevated 
station,  and  the  known  preoarioasQ^96  of  her 
temper^  long  deterred  him  from  dealing  so 
faithfully  with  her  as  he  desired;  but  at  last 
be  greatly  p|r(^n^e$l>  by  telling  hisr  that  sho 
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iought  Co  consider*  herself  A8  a  dying  woman^ 
who  must  soOn  give  an  aecoant  of  all  her  aci* 
tions  to  a  just  and  imparlial  God,  whose  sen* 
tence  cannot  possibly  be  evaded.  He  faith* 
fcrily  told  her,  that  she  most  be  regenerated 
by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  sprinkled  with  the 
blood  of  Christ,  before  she  had  any  reason  t» 
expect  that  her  death  would  be  comfortabie. 
He- told  her,  that  unless  she  was  renewed  by 
the  Holy  Ghost,  no  regard  would  be  paid'  at 
the  great  tribunal  to  heir  elevated  statiof^  in  life^ 
for  only^  those,  in  every  nation,  who  fear  God 
and  work  righteousness  shall  be  saved;  for 
the  Lord  God,  said  he>  is  no  respecter  of 
persons. 

By  this  seasonable  advice,  and  salutary 
instruction,  the  good  Philanthropos  incurred 
her  ladyship's  displeasure  so  far,  that,  sfae 
could  never  after  gratefully  recrive  a  visit 
from  him,  but  was  always  sullen  and  out  of 
temper  in  his  company. 

The  reneraWe  Veratio  turned  himself  to 
me,  and  thus  h^  said  :  Letitia  was  a.  6ne  gen- 
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dewomani  a  descendant  of^a  ligbi.JipnoQml^te 
and  4Uudurit>i»  famiiy>  genteel  "and.  bandsooM 
in  the  graces  of  her  person^^md  byiiHrth.eq^ 
titled  to  an  ample;*  fortune*  Hei:  noble  parei)^ 
with  all  imaginable  teederneasy  fjTom  her  euft 
liest  daysi  indulged  her  to  the  last  .d^gveeii 
they  never  cared  ^to.^cress  hen  iaclinatvLons  t^ 
restrain  her  hamovr,  however  extravagant  | 

by  which  means  she  became. imperious »ai|4 
haughty,  a  perfect  humourist  lia  Jier  iteniper* 
FroYn  her  youth  >upward  she  wa^  mMr^  tp  a)l 
the  vanities  t)f  the  town;,  th^  pajk«i;^h^c|>Ia|y;T 
bouse,  and  the  opera/  were: as  familiar,  to  bee 
as  her  bed-*chamber ;  and  well  she.  knew  how. 
to  act  her  part  in  every  polite  entertainments 
Her  beauty,  rank,  and  fortune^  brought  a  no^ 
Ue  earl  lawfully  to  her  bed,  about  the.  age  of 
twenty-one.  Being  commenced  wif^^  she 
abated  nothing  of  the. pleasurets- to  which  she 
bad  devoted  herself,:  but  added  very  conMdf}(<f 
ably  thereunto,  by  receiving  and  returning 
many  useless  add  unprofitabk  visits,  untiJvthe 
fatal  time  on  which  she  was  seized  by  this 
malignant  evU>  which  is  indeed  the  foiecuDper 
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of  her  death ;  and  then  »be  was  out  of  temper 
liirith  every  body  who  came  near  her.  Hot- 
band,  children,  and  servants^  all  shared  in  her 
anger.  Letitia's  beauty  was  esteemed  more 
than  eastern  pearls;  she  vainly  imagined  that 
the  diamond  lost  its  brilliance  when  her  eje 
deigned  to  glance  upon  it;  the  damask  rose 
its  loveliness,  when  compared  to  her  more 
lovely  cheek  ;  and  the  coral  she  supposed  to 
yield  all  its  perfection  and  own  itself  undobe 
when  her  mellifluous  and  pleasant  lips  were 
unmasked ;  but  poignant  psdn,  and  frequeot 
sickness,  greatly  impairing  her  adored  beauty, 
surprisingly  added  to  her  affliction.  So  long 
as  her  strength  would  admit,  she  was  wont  to 
try  her  features  in  tlie  looking-glass  oftCQer 
than  once  a  day;  but  how  the  faithful  mirror 
was  charged  with  falsehood,  and  bore  iht 
weight  of  her  indignation,  is  not  worth  your 
while  to  hear,  or  mine  to  relate. 

Oh,  Sir,  said  I,  methinks  that  on  all  cor 
looking-glasses  this  motto,  memento  mobi, 
ought  to  be   written,  and  a. Death's  head 
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:ed  on  the  top  of  every  frame;  for  even 
auties,  who  delight  to  gaze  upon  looking- 
isses,  meet  with  no  reprieve  from  Death. 

That  son  of  Melpomene,  who  so  judiciouslj 
kth  drawn  the  portraiture  of  the  grave,  re- 
esents  beauty  as  not  one  whit  more  grateful 
the  worms  than  deformity,  and  as  certainly 
eir  feast.  If  you  please.  Sir,  I  shall  riecite 
e  passagelrto  you,  as  it  is  not  very  long  : 


*t  Beauty !  tbou  pretty  play-thing !  dear  deceit  I 

That  steals  so  softly  o'er  the  stripling's  heart. 

And  gives  it  a  new  pulse  unknown  btfote  ! 

The  grave  discredits  thee :  tby^charms  expung'd. 

Thy  roses  faded,  and  thy  lilies  soiled  : 

What  hast  thou  more  to  boast  of?  will  thy  lovers 

Flock  round  thee  now  to  gaxe  and  do  thee  homage  ? 

Mctbinks  I  see  thee  with  thy.  head  low  laid. 

Whilst  surfeited  upon  thy  damask  cheek. 

The  high-fed  worm,  in  lazy  volumes  roll'd. 

Riots  unscar'd.    For  this  was  all  thy  caution  ? 

Ftor  this  thy  painful  labours  at  the  glass  ? 

T'  improve  these  charms,  and  k^ep  them  in  repair 

For  which  the  spoiler  thanks  thee  not.    Foul  feeder! 

Coarse  fare  and  carrion  please  thae  foU  as  well. 

And  leave  as  keen  a  irelisb  on  the  sense." 

Bla^r. 
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According  to  the  doctrine  of  this  solemn 
bard,  Sir,  every  time  that  the  beaatiful  lady 
tries  her  graces  in  the  glass,  she  should  reflect 
how  the  worms  will  one  day  burrow  in  hef 
cheeks;  and  her  eyes  become  the  nauseous 
habitation  of  loathsome  insects;  that  she 
shall  then  be  on  a  level  with  the  ineaiiest 
beggar  who  ranges  the  streets  of  the  metro* 
polis,  and  yield  no  higher  relish^  though  feci 
with'  turtle,  to  the  worms  than  the  miscreant 
who  keeps  life  in  his  body  by  mouldy  bread, 
and  the  garbage  of  the  kitchen,  scarcely  pro- 
cured by  lowly  cringes,  and  the  most  fervent 
.«n  treaties. 

Aye,  said  P^cratio,  Mr.  Blair  may  sing  in 
that  solemn  strain,  till  he  break  the  strings  of 
his  lyre,  before  the  beaux  and  belles  of  our 
day  are  likely  to  mind  what  he  says;  for,  to 
this  day,  it  hath  been  at  the  peril  of  any  ser- 
vant or  attendant  whatsoever  to  tell  Leiitia 
that  her  looks  are  altered ;  nor  hath  her  phy- 
sician and  surgeon  ever  dared  to  tell  her  that 
her  disease  is  incurable.    Full  of  pain  indeed 
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18  the  unhappy  lady ;  but  she  langnisheth  out 
her  time  in  munnuring  and  repining  at  the 
sad  dispensation,  and  envying  th£  happiness 
•£  others. 

My  guide  finishing  here,  I  thought  in  my 
dream  that  her  {Aysician  entered  the  cham- 
ber, and  feeling  the  lady's  pulse,  she  asked 
him,  if  he  thought  there  were  any  hopes  of 
her  recovery  ?  The  doctor  replied,  "  I  ain 
afiraid,  madam,  there  are  not/'  Then  she  fell 
into  a  fit  of  visible  discontent,  and  sinfully 
uttered  many  things  against  the  ways  of  the 
Almighty  ;  and  continued,  to  her,  last,  charg- 
ing him  with  inequality. 

The  time  of  her  departure  being  come,  I 
saw  terrible  sights;  her  life  having  been 
spent  in  gaiety  and  madness,  her  latter  end 
was  without  honour;  for  no  sooner  was  the 
unhappy  soul  drove  forth  from  the  once  deli* 
cate'  body,  now  the  vanquished  prey  of  relent- 
less Dbath,  than  she  was  seised  by  the  cruel 
messengers  of  destruction',  and  fokt^bly  drag- 
ged to  appear  at  the  equitable  bar  of  a  pride^ 

all  T 
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resisting  God|  from  whence,  as; a  just  reward 
•of  her  unholy  life,  she  was  sent  bound  'hand 
^nd  foot  to  be  cast  into  outer  darkness,  where 
the  worm  dieth  not,  ahd  where  the  fire  is  not 
quenched :  there  she  wept,  she  wailed,  aad 
-0niashed  her  teeth*  There  she  found  many 
o^' her  former  companions;  but,  alas!  their 
wonted  mirth  was  departed,  a  horrid  despair 
sat  louring  on  every  countenance ;  whilst  the 
convulsive  bowels  of  evef-dismal  hell  rolled 
h^r  impetucfus  billQws  upon  them,  and  every 
•single  sense  drank  in  the  unutterable  torment. 

The  miserable  end  of  Letitia  thus  surveyed, 
I  cried  out,  O  God  I  who  hath  hardened  him- 
self against  thee,  and  hath  prospered  ?  If  a 
self-adoring  Pharaoh  says,  "  Who  is  the 
Lord,  that  I  should  obey  him  ?'*  Thou  hast 
a  Red  sea  in  which  he  and  his  host  shall 
be  drowned.  If  a  haughty  Nebuchadnezzar 
say  in  his  heart,  "  This  is  great  Babylon, 
which  I  have  built  for  the  hiouse  of  tny  king- 
dom, and  for  the  glory  of  my  majesty  ;**  the 
'  h^art  of  &  beast  shall  be  given  to  him,  and  he 
*  «hall  eat  grass  like  the  oxen  in  the  field;  and 
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if  a  God-forgetting  lady  shall  spend  her  life 
in  the  pursuit :af  transitory  pleasures,  the  se- 
quel  shall  prpve^  that  she  has  been  dead  to 
God  whilst  she  liv^  to  herself^ 


y:\     :■  ti 


Then  tijrning  to  my  gui^e,  I  spid^,  1  per- 
ceive.  Sir,  that  Death  is  no  .resgectj^r  of^per- 
sons,  knoweth  no  distinction^!  can  neitj;!^^.  be 
bribed  nor  moved  by  intreaty,  much  less  can 
be  resisted  by  power.  No,  no,  ]:^lied  Feratioj 
Death  cannot  be  intreated,  is  an  utter  strap- 
ger  to  distinctions;  the  majestic  prince,  and 
the  rustic  peasant;  the  noble  earl,  and  liis 
servile  groom;  the  amiable  lady,  and  the 
scorched  cook-maid  ;  are  equally  the  same  to 
his  indiscriminating  shaft;  all  distinctions  va- 
.  nish  in  the  grave,  that  common  receptacle  of 
rich  and  poor,  noble  and  ignoble,  beauteous 
and  unseemly,  old  and  young,  the  lordly  pre- 
late and  famished  curate,  all  ranks  and  de- 
jgrees  of  men  meet  here  on  a  common  level ;  in 
this  respect,  one  end  happeueth  unto  all  men. 
People  of  distinction  too  often  desire  no  other 
heaven  l^sides  the  vain  and  fantastic  plea- 
sures of  life,  littJQ  considering  that  erelong 


484  IJfeAIti:  AViSlbKl 

Sienoui  ReilectioBt'iNi  iKeath. 


-tkey  must  bid  adieu  to  subfiiiharyeDJoyineDts: 
iiikd  the  hiost  high  God  h&th  fixed  it  as  an  in- 
variable maxim,  that  the  desire  after,  must 
precede  the  enjoyment  of  heaven.  Hence, 
no  desi'Fes  after  the  future  enjoyment  of  God 
l^iig  possessed  in  this  life,  it  is  not  rationally 
to  tie' expected,  that  they  can  enter  into  the 
iS^Ie^taal  felicity  at  their  death. 

These  earthly  gods,  continued  Veraiio,  are 
iniich  dissatisfied  if  they  receive  not  a  great 
degree  of  homage  from  their  inferiors  in  life; 
but,  believe  me,  nothing  is  more  commoa 
than  for  them  at  death  to  stand  trembling  un- 
der the  force  of  self-conviction,  before  the 
judgment-seat  of  the  King  of  kings,  who 
hath  declared  himself  to  be  no  respecter  of 
persons; 

Then,  said  I,  woe  is  me  for  my  fellow-crea- 
tures! Into  what  destruction  has  sin  involved 
them  !  How  few,  alas !  are  they  who  know 
the  things  which  make  for  their  eternal  peace, 
before  they  be  for  ever  hid  from  their  eyes! 
Vnhappyi  most  emphatically  unhappy,  indeed 
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are  they^  whose  only  heaven  consists  of  glilr 
tering  dust^  and  whose  bliss  is  composed  pf 
the  empty  honours  and  wretched  pleasures  of 
this  seducing  and  bewitching  world.  Ij^X  ho? 
Hours  in  the  highest  degree  be  imposed  j^OQ. 
zne,  and  let  me  enjoy  all  that  men  ^all  ha^^i* 
ness;  what  will  it  profit  if  my  soul  oiust/b^ 
banished,  for  ever  banished,  from  th^  aiQ|^U^ 
presence  of  my  God?  Can  these,  Veratio^, 
ever  be  deemed  an  ample  com{»ensatipDi.^or 
the  loss  of  God,  in  his  Divine  excellence^  and^ 
glorious  subsistences  ?  A  lean,  an  empty  h^K 
ven  indeed  it  must  be,  where  this  is  wantibai 
O  ray  soul,  let  thy  delight^  for  ever  be  at^ 
tracted  by  the  refined,  the  sublime  pleasure  pf 
our  holy  religion !  and  thou,  my  heart,  look 
down  with  indifference  upon  all  those  fineriei^ 
which  worldlings  so  much  admire ! 
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PART    IV. 


Having  thus  spoken,  I  Ihoaght  my  guidc)^ 
the  good  Feraiio,  led  mc  from  this  to  another 
apartment  in  the  opposite  side  of  this  stately 
building;  and,  as  we  entered  ttie  apartment, 
I  heard  a  peifson,  with  a  mournful  tone  of 
Toice,  thus  express  himself:  ^<  Few  and  evil 
have  been  th^  days  of  the  yeai-s  of  my  pil- 
grimage, a  few  daysy  and   ftiH  of  sorrow/' 
What  is  the  meaning  of  this  ?   said  I ;   this  is 
a  strange  kind  of  saying.    To  which  be  re» 
plied,   You  will  understand  this  better  here- 
after.   When  we  entered  the  chamber,  I  saw 
a  grave  man  of  advanced  years,  who  seemed 
to  be  in  great  distress  hoth  of  body  and  mind ; 
and   thus  he  addressed  some  of  his  friends, 
who  it  seems  had  been  endeavonriog  to  com* 

yS 
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fort  and  streDgthen   him  on  the  prospect  of 
dissolution/' 

'*  O  my  friends,  yoo  littieknow  what  a  sin- 
ner I  have  been  !  let  sinners  of  highest  rank  be 
tboiight  of,  and  I  assure  you  I  am  worse  than 
all ;  yea,  r am  the  very  chief  of  sinners;  the 
vffest  and  most  unworthy  creature  in  the 
^orld.  Oh!  how  justly  doth  the  Lord  afflict 
itte'  tfoV!  he  leaves  me-  not :  cooifoctlefis  iin 
in;^  lasrt  trials  without  dreadful  provocations : 
such  provocations  as  make  my  very  heart 
bleed  to  think  of  tliem :  justly,  alas!.  I  am 
left  to  the  scourge  of  an  evil  oonscienoey.  and 
made  an  instance  of  the  terrible  displeasure  of 
an  offended  God.  Oh^  what  innumerable  mer- 
cies have  I  'enjoyed  at  his  band;  but  such, 
have  been  the  depravity  of  my  nature,  the 
sinfulness  and  rebellion  of  my  life;  ihat  I 
have  grossly  abused,  and  trampled  them  all 
under  my  feet ;  and  what  can  I  now  expect ' 
but  to  be  for  ever  banished  from,  the  pjreseoce 
of  Him  whose  goodness  I  have  so.  grossly 
abused,  and  against  whom  1  have  most  un- 
gratefully sinned.     I  tremble  to  think  of  ea- 
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during  bis  displeasure;  but  if  I  pust  endure 
it,  I  know  it  is  my  desert,  and  in  my.  con- 
demnation I  will  confess  bim  righteous,  for  I, 
only  1,  have  destroyed  myself."      . 

Here  he  was  stopped  by  expess  of.^rief, 
which  vented  itself  in  a  flood  of  tearjs,  and 
one  of  his  friends  who  sat  by  him  tUus  rejjl^ed, 
"  My  dear  friend,  I  am  exceedingly  surprised 
to  hear  you  lay  such  beavy  acausatioq;^  ^ai^^t 
yourself.  You  charge  yourself  with  tb.e  .w,pi:st 
and  basest  of  crimes;  whereas  all. AVe,  your 
friends  and  ucquaiiHaACies,  ,whi>.tia,ve  bej^u  tl^e 
witnesses  of  your  conduct,  arie; fi^y.  con^vioced 
that  ever  since  you  mad^.a^pfofe^ion  qf  rqlir 
gion,  3'OQr  whole  conversntipn.  hath  been  unr 
blamable,  and  becoming,  )rue  godlii>ess«'* 

To  which  the  sick  man  replied  i  '^P  wy 
friend  !  it  is  that,  it  is  that  which  grieves,  me 
now  !  Oh,  how  it  pains  me  to  thinkjlhat  peo- 
ple, who  cou)d  only  see  my  outside  appeiar^^ce, 
took  me  to  be  somewhat,  when,  ala&i  my  own 
heart  all  along  told  me  that  I  was  lathing. 
Even   now,  the  discovery  of  4be.pfid.e..and 

yC 
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hypocrisy  of  tny  heart  ig  a  btirden  intolerable. 
1  would  fatn  have  been  sincere,  it  is  tme,  and 
I: often  thoaght  that  I  stroTe  for  it:  but,  0 
wretolf ed,  and  miserable  creature  that  I  am,  I 
could >«eter  attain  it.  Sometimes,  formerly, 
I  flaMered,  my  self  that  I  was  one  of  the -Lord's 
p^Pt^el;  but  now  the  disguise  is  taken  off,  and 
Iplim^coaTiBeed  that  I  have  been,  and  still 
an^  aif  enemy  to  all  real  righteousness,  an 
i4lMf/  stranger  to  tlie  heart-purifying  religion 
<>^the  holy  Jesus. 

«..■■!.■  ,     ■  '  I 

1     I  •»    •  1 

:  >  "  Ob  !  it  grieves  me,  to  think  how  I  have 
imposed  upon  the  church  of  Christ,  where  I 
have  only  been  an  intruder,  a  vile  tare  grow- 
ing up  among  the  Lord's  wheat,  a  filthy  goat 
amongst  the  innocent  sheep  of  the  Redeemer ; 
but  now  it  is  my  greatest  fear,  that  I  shall 
be  for  ever  separated  from  both  bim  and 
them." 

Here  he  was  again  stopped  by  the  anguish 
of  his  spirit;  and,  after  a  few  minutes,  an- 
other friend  of  his,  in  a  spirited  manner,  re- 
plied :  "  My  dear  brother,  this  is  only  a  temp- 
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tation  of  the  enstaj  .^  Mil  siieh^  i  ^jibrast^  ler^ 
long  you  will  find  it  to<  b^.  ^'  It'  baftli  *|ilftMied 
the  Lord  to  withdrmr^  from  ;bii"^ltdr  la^iDio- 
ment,  tind  for  holy  jend^,  aiid  iori0iVt^5kni  to 
the  buffetiogft  of  Satan:  but»  telieire'iiD^'be- 
li^ve  God  himself,  iie  Will  retvtm.mbit^^j 
and  aalvation,  and  with' evetlastiag  io^dg- 
kindoeas  he  Wilt  gather  you.'  Whit^tbiMligh 
your  sins  ate  greatythe  merit^  of  t)f#  R^ 
deemer's  sacnfiee  isr  tfffimcely  greaterpvrMf, 
though  the  cry  of .  them  reooh'^evew  t^orUhe 
heavens,  his  precious  atonement  surmounts 
them  all;  yea,  although  thcyare  of  a  i^rkt 
or  crimson  stain,  thehlood  of  Jesus  thevfikMi 
of  God  shall  wash  you  and  make  ydd'  whifte 
as  v/ool,  or  the  whiter 'sttow.  Satan  is  indeed 
permitted,  as  the  accuser  of  thb  brethren,  to 
load  your  conscience  with  heayy  accusations ; 
but  yet  a  very  little  while,  and  the  base  at" 
cuser  shall  be  cast  down ;  Satan  sbaH  be  tram- 
pled for  ever  under  your  victorious  feet. 

"  Let  my  friends  consider  the  ihany'great 
nnd  precious  promises  which  are  oYa<le'to'the 
'  poor  in  spirit,  the'wisary  and  Ke^vy  Iddeb^ 
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the  captiye,  the  broken-hearted  sinner,  the 
hoogering  and  thirsting  soul,  the  mourner  for 
sin/  &c«  .these  are  the  names  and  characters 
of  the  Redeemer's  people,  and  all  these  meet 
together  in  my  brother;  which  is  to  us, 
though  not  to  yourself,  an  evident  token  of 
youi:> adoption  by  grace  into  the  elect  family. 
Hftd  he  aot  loved  you,  he  would  never  have 
put  his  own  seal  upon  you ;  had  he  not  choseo 
yon  to  salvation,  through  sanctification  of  the 
Spirit,  you.  could  never  thus  haye  groaned 
uoder  the  depravity  of  your  nature;,  and 
having  loved  you,  it  is  with  an  everlasliog 
love,  a  love  which  never  can  alter,  but  is  sure 
to  endure  to  the  end.  How  can  my  brother 
Qink  whilst  the  arm  of  everlasting  love  is  un- 
derneath him?  Or  perish  whilst  the  eternal 
God  is  his  refuge  ?  O  my  friend  I  think  of  the 
above  characters  of  the  redeemed,  and  try  if 
you  iind  not  some  of  them  belonging  to  your- 
self." 

He  ceased  here,  and  the  sick  man  with  a  trem- 
bling voice,  replied :  "  1  thank  you,  my  dear 
Sir,  in    the  most  grateful  manner,  for  your 
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tender  care  for  my  iivelfare :  but^  ata^1--I  can 
see  ootbing  in  me  that  looks  in  the  kast  like 
to  the  character  of  the  HedeemerV  people.  .  i 
sde  no  promise  in  the  Bible-  thait  beloogft  to 
me ;  for  a  word  'of  promise  would  be  ^^c^m- 
forting  stay  to  my  sinful  soul,  now-ki  ifi^  last 
distress.  It  is  true,  that  many  timefs  4n  my 
life  the  ti*oubIe  of  my  mind  hath  been  BJSb^ 
viated'by  sudi  considerations  as'you  propo^ 
but 'now  I  am  a  dying  many  teady  to  iM^ 
upon  a  d&rk  eternity,  and  cahnot'  draw  no^ 
tiotial  concltisidcrs' from  .such  icmistderaitiollB. 
O  eternity !  'eternity!  nothing  cah  mdfce  me 
k>bk  into  etermty  with  pleasbte,  or  ^render 
Death  in  atay  wise  comfortable,  bnt  a^sensi-^ 
ble  manifestation  of  my  interest  in  the  death 
and  resurrection  of  Gbkist,  the  Spirit  himself 
bearing  witness  wi-th  niiy  own  spirit  tbat  I  be- 
'long  to,  and  am  born  of  God.  The  paia  ef 
dying  is  nothing  when  compared  with  the 
pangs  of  soul  that  I  feel  in  looking  forward 
to  a  dreadful  futurity:  I  may  now  say  in  the 
language  of  the  Psalmist,  *  Deep  calletb  anto 
de«p;  at  the  noise  of  his  water  spoats,  ajl  Ms 
waves  and  billows  are  gone  ever  me,  I  sink  in 


496  DB^IH:  A  VISION, 


'Sdf-Abuapcnt  of  HiipiniiiiEr 


deep  wat^rsj  wherein  there  ia  no.st«tnding.! .  I 
know,  my  friends,  jou  wootd  have  me  trqs(  in 
6od|  and  apply  the  promises  to  myself;  ani 
gladly  I  would,  bat  I  find  that  I  can  as  soon 
remove  moontains,  and  cast  them  into  the 
sea,  as  trust  and  believe  in  God  with  a  fiiitb 
of  appropriation.  He  hideth  himself  from 
me,  and  how  shall  I  discera  him  !  Oh^  that  I 
knew  where  I  might  find  htmi  I  wouM  come 
with  Job,  even  to  his  seat,  and  spread  mj 
complaint  before  him ;  but,  alas !  he  covereth 
himeeJf  with  darkness,  and  will  not  admit  of 
my  approaches ;  I  press  forward,  bnt  cannot 
find  him ;  I  look  back  to  past  experience,  bat 
can  see  no  track  of  his  Spirit's  work ;  I  turn 
me  to  the  right  hand  and  left,  but  can  per- 
ceive nothing  at  all  of  him.  On  the  contrary, 
I  am  environed  with  devils,  and  my  own  sins, 
which  are  more  dreadful  to  me  than  all  the 
infernal  tribes :  these  only  do  separate  betwixt 
me  and  the  God  of  Salvation," 

I  thought  that  here  the  poor  man's  words 
were  a  third  time  interrupted  with  the  agita- 
tion of  his  grief:  and  he  shed  abundance  of 
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Mrs :  his  friends  prayed  with  aad  for  him  ; 
rveot  and  much  distressed  they  seemed  to 
\  in  prayer;  every  one  imitating  the'con- 
ict  of  the  wrestling  patriarchy  when  jBit  Pe- 
ri. They  likewise  reasoned  with  him'  con- 
rning  the  Immutability  of  Diving  love^  the 
Knite  value  of  the  blood  of  Christ," the  cer* 
inty  of  the  promises  of  the  covenant/  the 
se  ends  which  God  might  have,  in  witK-^ 
Gtwitig  froin  hiin,  in  his  calamity,  the  assiir- ' 
ce  which  the  Scripture  gives  us  of  the  Holy 
irit  finish'ibg  his  work  in  the  souls  ofhrs 
ople,  and  the  confirmed  malice  of  the  im- 
icable  tempter.  They  likewise  expressed 
3ir  hope  that  the  Lord  would  yet  appear  for 
n  in  a  way  ef  consolation,  before  he  would. 
le  him  down  into  the  dark  valley  of  the 
idow  of  death;  but,  if  it  should  be  other- 
ie,  they  were  assured  of  his  landing  safe  on 
It  shore  of  felicity ;  but  all  their  endeavours 
^med  to  be  fruitless,  for  he  still  persisted  in 
I  belief  that  the  righteous  God  had,  in 
ict  justice,  cast  him  off,  as  unworthy  of  a 
;ce  among  his  chosen  ones* 
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I  now  turned  to  my  guide  with  disdaia  on 
my  coontenaoce,  and  thus  addressed,  him: 
Ah,  Sii,  what  a  wretched  deceiver  this  maa 
must  have  been,  in  his.  lifSs-ttme,  that  he  is 
thus  given  up  to  the  seourge  of  an  evil  con- 
science at  his  deaths!  Oh !  it  is  a  fearful  thing 
thus  to  play  the  hypocrite  with  God. 

To  which  my  guide,  with  some  warmth^.re- 
pHed:  I  told  you  before,  Noviti<y,  that  yoo 
m«st  not  always  judge  of  a  maa's  estate 
according  to  his  outward  appearance.  This 
man,  whom  you  so  rashly  censure  as  a  deceit- 
ful hypocrite,  is  the  good  Humilius:  so  far 
from  being  what  you  apprehend,  that  he  is 
one  of  the  precious  sons  of  Zion,  a  faithful 
disciple  of  the  Redeemer,  and  special  favou- 
rite of  Jehovah,  whose  ways  are  in  the  deep 
waters  and  whose  judgments  are  unsearchable. 
Few  have  equalled  this  venerable  saint  for 
fervour  of  spirit  and  sanctity  of  life,  and  few 
have  drank  so  deep  of  the  heavenly  Spirit  of 
the  immaculate  Jesus,  notwithstandii>g  he  is- 
thus  tried  like  silver  in  the  furnace.     Whilst. 
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health  and  vigour  attended  Humlius,  he  was 
blessed  with  a  greafdr  than  ordinary  discovery 
of  his  own  sinfulness,  both  in  the  root/and  itt' 
the  fruit ;  and  he  was  one  of  thie  very  "few 
who  daily  grieve  under  a  sense  of  the  poihi«- 
tibns  of  their  depraved  hearts,  and  lenonse* 
quently  under  a  sense  of  the  defiletheAC  and 
imperfections  of  their  best  services.  This  dis- 
covery greatly  tended  to  lessen  bis  comfort 
and  joy,  so  that  he  seldom  had  those  eleva^-; 
tions  of  spirit  with  which  some  are  favoured {? 
but,  at  the  same  time,  it  had  a  happy  teni^ 
dency  to  make  him  extremely  careful  of  alt 
his  proceedings.  His  conscience  was  affected 
with  the  slightest  touch  of  sin,  and  smot6 
him  even  for  an  unsanctified  thought.  He 
retained  such  a  sense  of  sin,  that  be  was  al-^ 
ways  low  and  mean  in  his  own  esteem.  Say-* 
ing  with  some  ancient  worthies, ''  so  foolish 
was  I  and  ignorant,  I  was  as  a  beast  before 
thee ;  I  am  a  worm,  and  no  man ;  a  reproach 
of  men,  and  have  not  the  understaodiog  of-  a 
man."  Contrary  to  the-  practice  of  ipany 
professors,  be  accounted  himself  the  unwor- 
thiest  of  all,  utterly  unworthy  of  a  plaee  in 
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the  church  of  Jesui».  On  the  other  baod,  his^ 
fellow  Christians  looked  on  him  as  a  man  Qi 
exemplary  piety,  holy  and  rebukable  in  hii 
conversation  in  the  church,  and  io  the  world;: 
patient  in  tribulation,  fervent  and  constant  in 
prayer,  desiring  not  his  own,  but  the  glory  of 
God ;  nor  his  own  so  much  as  the  goo4  qI 
the  Redeemer's  people. 


■ .  > 


7b>s  .  noexpectoid  account  of  Hmm^m 
greatly  ^owsed  me,  apd  made  me  mote  vXi^ 
citoils  to  know  what  might  be  the  event 

^  Therefore  I  addressed  my  guide  in  the  fbl^ 
lowing  manner :  Venerable  Sir^  I  readily  ac- 
knowledge my  error,  and  humbly  beg  yoor 
pardon  for  my  foolish  censure;  and  I  pray 
you  would  signify  your  forgiveness  by  inform- 
ing me,  whether  it  is  possible  for  such  as  you 
have  described  Humilins,  to  be  cast  off  hy 
t^  Almigbiy»i  and  at  last  to  perish.  To  which 
I,  tl^QUghtf^iera^'a  replied :  J^o,  Novitio,  it  can- 
not possibly  be  that  such  an  one  can  perishr 
for  there  are  none  but  the  regenerated  who 
<»«AiWftw^;thQ.4«s^ipM(>n.^bi<;h  \  ha:re  given 
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of  the  good  Humilius;  and  any  one  may 
knowy  that  none  are  regenerated  but  those 
who  are  the  objects  of  God*8  special  love; 
that  all  those  he  loves  with  an  everlasting  love 
he  loves  to  the  end ;  therefore,  however  dferk 
he  may  be  in  regard  to  union  with,  and  in- 
terest in,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  through 
him  in  the  love  of  God,  it  is  not  possible  thaX 
he  can  perish.  These  are  dark  paths,  Novitio, 
through  which  Humilius  is  led ;  nevertheless 
they  are  sure  paths,  iand  lead  directly  to  the 
kingdom  of  light;  and  let  me  tell  you,  he  is 
led  even  now  by  the  fountain  of  light  himself, 
Botwithstanding  he  seems  to  be  blind  to  any 
sense  of  his  leader's  presence.  His  patience 
under  his  affliction,  his  resignation  to  the  Dt- 
tine  will,  with  respect  to  bodily  pain,  his  ab- 
horrence of  himself  on  account  of  sin,  and  his 
justifying  the  ways  of  God,  together  with  his 
earnest  desire  after  forgiveness  and  accept- 
HQCe,  are  so  many  evidences  of  his  interest  ill 
the  love  of  God,  though  at  present  ht  can  see 
none  of  them. 

Sir>  skid  I>  pMUt  tte  M'  "Mt  >M  aMtter 
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questioDy  for  I  am  born  to  he  troublesopie. 
Can  there  be  aoy  reason  aligned  why  the 
Lord  should  suffer  some  of  his  dearest  saiats 
to  fall  into  such  desertion  and  distress  in  their 
latest  hours? 

''  Yes^  Novitio,  said  he,  some  reasons  may  i>e 
assigned  why  it  should  sometimes  be  so;  bat 
want  of  love  in  God  to  their  persons,  waotof 
tenderness  in  the  Redeemer,  can  never  justly 
-be  thought  to  be  the  reasons  for  it ;  but  God 
hath  holy  ends  to  answer  hj  every  ,part  oi  his 
procedurei  and  no  doubt  by  this  dispensation 
also.  I  suppose  that  one  end,  which  he  maj 
propose  by  the  troubles  of  good  Humilmy 
may  be^  to  stir  up  his  professing  people  to 
double  their  diligence  in  the  use  of  all  ap- 
pointed means,  thereby  to  make  their  calling 
and  election  sure  to  themselves;  that  when 
they  arrive  at  their  latest  hours,  they  mny  be 
exempted  from  those  spiritual  conflicts  with 
which  they  see  others  exercised* 

Ah !   but  Sir,  said   I,  how  is  it  that  the 
Lordmaketh  choice  of  those  who  are  most  .1 
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'eminent  iD-holioess^  to  endure  those  afflic- 
tions, which  are  designed  for  the  ^edification 
and  improvement  of  their  surviving  brethren  ? 

Veratio  replied.  There  is.  no  necessity  tliat  I 
•know  of,  Novitioy  for  you  to  ask  a  reason  for 
^he. proceedings  of  the  Almighty;  ne^rthe- 
tless  the  difficulty  here  vanishetb,  whea.it  is 
^'oensideied,  that  for  the  Most  High  to  choose, 
.for  such    purposes,   persons  whose  cooduct 
>hath  been  less  guarded,  would  not  answer  t%e 
:  end  designed*    We  naturally  expecf.  that  pro- 
:  feasors  who  are  qnguarded  in  theif  pondui^t, 
.  ^aad  remiss  in  the  known  duties  of  religjop, 
>  will  find  hard  work  of  it  on  a;deathrb^, 
.  wJ^ich  will  be  no  less  troublesome  to  th^m 
'than  if  they  lay  upon  pointed  flints;  so  ibat> 
although  the   party  himself  may  at  las>  {>e 
saved,  it  is   through   fiery   temptations   apd 
'.  grievous  afflictiops ;  bjut  when: Christian  peo- 
ple behold  a  person  of  the  most  qircumsp^t 
and  conscientious  oonversatioa  spiringing  from 
principles  of  the  most  eminent  piety,  mourn- 
'.tmSil^^^'  ^  nt^n^  ^^f  ^^  lamentkig  his 
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«traiigera  tO|  it  naturally  taids  io  stir  up  each 
to  aelfFexanuaatioDy  aod  ta  coasidev  kit  owa 
Wftys.  The  learned  Flemipg  relates  a  aloxy  af 
a  northera  worthy,  who  had  been,  ia  divers 
cases,  favoured  with  an  extraocdmary  disoD- 
very  of  the  mind  and  will  of  God,  wIm,  whm 
he. came  to  a  death-bed,  called  hit  frienda  ti> 
him,  and  thus  addressed  them:  ^  O  ny 
friends ;  I  find  it  a  greater  matter  to  be  a  ital 
ChristiaD,  and  unrebukable  before  God :  I 
declare  to  yon,  that  such  hath  been  my  sap- 
port  for  the  space  of  ten  years  past,  that  God 
hath  not  been  out  of  my  thoughts  as  loag  st 
once,  as  one  might  go  to  the  Cross  and  come 
agaiQ  (which  might  be  done  in  ten  minutes) 
unless  I  have  been  asleep  or  about  busiueM, 
and  after  all,  I  assure  you,  that  I  am  even  now 
at  the  very  brink  of  despair.'^ 

Another  end  which  God  may  have  in  view, 
perhaps,  may  be,  to  remove  the  carnal  coofi- 
dence  which  his  own  people  are  too  prone  to 
have,  in  the  grace  which  they  have  alraadj 
received.  In  some  frames,  instead  of  studyitig 
to  be  strong  in  the  grace  that  is  m  Christ, 
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they  are  strong  ill  thati^hich  is  implanted  ia 
tbetDjMJTes.  Vainly  ioaiAgining  that  they  can 
overcome  the  severest  trial  in  the  strength 
Ibereof.  With  an  ancient  professor,  when  he 
alood  on  .a  place  slippery  eooQgh>  they  say, 
.^f.My  mountain  stands  istrong,  I  shall  never 
be  moved;"  not  .considering, that  the  Chris- 
tiaft's.  conquest  depends  not  on  the  grace 
i^bich  he  hath  already  received,  but  on  fresh, 
tfipplies^.communicated  in  the  time  of  need, 
from  htm  in  whom  it  hath  pleased  the  Father 
that  all  fulness  should  dwell.  All  fulness 
dwelling  in  Jesus  naturally  supposes  that 
^ere  isiiotbing  but.  emptiness  in  the  creature, 
-and  that  therefore  the  sublime  exeroise  of 
Christian  faith  consists  in  a  constant  reliance 
upon  God  <in  Christ,  for  vmercy  to  pardon  every 
ain,  and  for  grace  to  hejp. in. every  time  of  ne- 
cessity. 

Mow  when  Christian  people  .behold  the 
greatest  of  saints  labouring  in  the  dark, 
iBioder  the  severei)t  bufietinga  and  sharpest 
QQoAicts  of  soul,  it  naturally  tends  to  make 
ibeiP>«tfpfict  their  supf^o#ed  9tnength»  and.  to 
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exercke  themselves  in  a&  habitual  reliaooe 
upon. God.  And,  seeing  their  need  df  fcesh 
supplies  of  grace,  how  naturally  are  they  led 
hj  such  dispeusations  to  the  inexhaustible 
fdHitaiQ  of  all  fulness,  for  strength  propor- 
tioned to  their  day  of  difficulty  and  trial;  and 
especially  for  large  supplies  in  their  death- 
hed  trials,  because  very  often  they  are  fouad 
to  be  the  greatest;  and  well  it  is  that  the 
Lord  is  pleased  by  any  means  to  teach  his 
people  to  live  upon  himself. 

But  come,  NovitiOf  and  I  will  discover  to 
you  the  immediate  cause  of  the  sorrow  of 
good  Humilius. 

This  said,  the  venerable  Veratio  anointed 
my  eyes  with  the  precious  eye-salve,  and  in 
an  instant  I  discerned  a  deformed  fiend  couch- 
ing close  by  the  side  of  Humilius j  and  whisper- 
ing him  in  the  ear ;  and,  at  every  sigh  which 
the  good  man  made,  through  the  pressure 
of  his  grief,  the  malicious  fury  smiled  a  most 
ghastly  grin.  But,  giving  a  close  attentioa 
to  this  evidence-darkener^  I  perceived,  a  chaio 
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liarder  than  adamant  around  his  middle,  the 
end  of  which  was  secure  in  the  hand  of  a  ma- 
jestic person  y  who  shone  brighter  by  far  than 
the  sun  in  his  strength;  by  which  I  saw^^that, 
although  it  may  please  the  Almighty  dome-^ 
times  to  permit  Satan  to  disturb  the  minds-  of 
his  chosen  ones,  he  never  suffers  him  to  des- 
troy them;  and  that  he  can  go  no  further 
than  permitted  by  the  Divine  Redeemer. 

Learn  from  hence,  NbwYio,  said  Fercf/o  to 
me,  that  the  same  enemy  who  allures  to  sin, 
whilst  in  health  and  prosperity,  will,  if  per- 
mitted, tempt  to  despair  in  a  state  of  sickness 
xtnd  adversity.  And  be  you,  yea,  let  every. 
Christian  be  thankful  that  Satan  is  ever  kept 
under  a  suitoble  restraint  by  the  power  of  Al- 
mighty God;  otherwise  feeble  mortals  must 
of  necessity  sink  under  bis  great  superiority. 

Here  my  guide  ceased ;  and,  ^  I  thoagfif, 
the  good  HumiHus  for  the  last  time  opened 
his  inouth,  and  said ;  **  Ever  since  I  knew  any 
thing  of  religion,  flying  to  Christ  has  beeu 
my  Ia»t  resource.    I  am  now  dfelulfully  ojf^ 
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pfiressed  with  the  weight  of  my  sins ;  but  whi- 
ther shdU  I  fl  J  for  help^  butio  the  mercy  of 
tfatit'iSod  against  whom  I  haTe  einoedf  He 
only  hath  the  words  of  eternal  life.  Theie  is 
iibiir'*in  ihe  heavens  abore,  none  ap9Q  the 
dirth  beloWy  that  can  help  me  but  Him*;  as 
it  has  been  in  my  life-time,  so  it  is  now ;  -this 
18  my  last  resource;  I  die  if  I  trust  him  not; 
1  cab  but  die  if  I  trust  in  him;  therefoie  I 
win  prostrate  my  soul  at  the  foot  of  his 
throne,  and  there  will  I  sue  for  aiercy>;  if  I 
perish,  I  perish !  and  if  I  should,  as  I  deserve^ 
be  spurned  from  his  presence,  it  shall  be  rely- 
ing on  his  own  blood  and  righteousness^  for 
there  is  salvation  in  none  other." 

Having  uttered  these  words,  with  the  dying 
rattle  in  his  throat,  his  speech  failed  to  the 
great  grief  of  his  godly  acquaintance,  some  of 
whom  said, ''  Alas !  lest  this  should  be  a  mean 
of  turning  the  lame  out  of  the  way.''  One 
thing  I  beheld  pleased  me  mightily,  which 
was  this,  the  moment  that  good  Humilius 
ceased  to  speak,  the  majestic  person  of  whcNO 
I  spoke>  who  shone  so  gloriously,  ^gave.tbe 
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cfaain,  wherewithal  the  fury  was  bo^n^^a.^je- 
vere.  twitch,  and  obliged  him  to  l^v£  %\xe 
good  man  to  his  rest;  which  so  enrage^  the 
B<)ualid  infernal,  that  he  growled  iPQft;^^9rjri- 
Uy,  and  in  anguish  gnawed  the  adaoaai^^ine 
chain;  then  disappeared^  and  I  aaw..bi||i,fi0 
more. 


:  rt, 


In  the  mean  while  my  benevolent  guide,  by 
some  supernatural  means,  opened  my  earjB 
that  I  could  hear,  and  in  some  measure  mv- 
derstand,  the  language  of  spirits ;  which  IiH> 
sooner  perceived,  than  with  all  diligence  I  air 
tended  to  what  now  passed  with  the  good 
Humilim ;  in  whose  concerns  I  foitnd  myself 
by  this  time  deeply  interested.  As  I  listened, 
I -heard  th^  Almighty,  who  but  a  little  before 
seemed  to  stand  upon  mount  Sinai,  sur- 
rounded with  clouds  of  darkness,  and  horrible 
tempest,  now  speak  from  Mount  Sion  in. a 
still  small  voice,  and  said  to  the  speechless 
man,  '*  I  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlasting 
and  immutable  love,  therefore  I  have  drawn 
tbee  by  dark  paths  to  myself;  .yea,  I»bl^ve 
Cfius^thee  «o  pass  usdecriheiii^d,  apil>/^fe 
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brought  thee  into  the  bond  of  the  coTenant* 
The  way  which  I  led  thee  thou  knowest  not^ 
but  I  have  made  crooked  places  straight  be- 
fore thee,  and  rough  places  smooth  :  thy  war- 
fare is  now  accomplished,  and  I  have  bruised 
Satan  for  ever  under  thy  feet." 

The  dying  man  no  sooner  felt  the  blessed 
effects  of  the  well  known  voice  of  God,  than 
in  an  ecstasy  of  joy  he  mentally  replied,  ''My 
Lord,  and  my  God !  Now,  Death,  do  thy 
worst ;  come  as  soon  as  thou  wilt,  thou  awfal 
,  skeleton,  for  now  thou  art  welcome.  Now 
my  Lord  is  returned  with  loving  kindness^  I 
can  with  pleasure  enter  thy  cold  embrace,  aad 
repose  my  flesh  in  thy  gloomy  mansions. 
Hasten  thy  pace,  thou  tardy  executioner;  cut 
short  thy  work,  thou  friendly  enemy  ;  I  long 
to  enjoy  the  beatific  vision  of  Him  who  loved 
me  to  the  death,  and  washed  me  in  his  bloody 
enriched  with  all  the  fulness  of  indwelling 
divinity. 

I  saw  in  my  dream  that  guardian  angek 
descended  from  heaven,  in  blazing  tciuadroos, 
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to  attend  the  dismission  of  this  sanctified 
soul^  and  to  guard  her  passage  to  the  celestifd 
world.      As    the    good  Humilius  ceased  to 
breathe,  the  attending  angels  clappecji^  their 
wings  for  joy,  that  one  more  of  th^  chosen 
race  had  passed  through  the  glory-bii;tbj.that 
one  more  of  the  elect  charge  was  safely  ga- 
thered home :  with  holy  fervour  they  saluted 
the  glorious  spirit,  and  bid  her  Wjelcomjs  into 
the  undisturbed  rest  of  their  splendid  societjr. 
She  thankfully  received  their  pure  caresse^ ; 
and,  struck  with  wonder  and  astonishment  at 
unspeakable  grace,  she  instantly  mixed  her 
melodious  voice  with  those  warbling  choris^ 
ters,  her  companions,  who  sung  the  most  de- 
lightful song  to  which  ever  ear  attended.    I 
thought  I  could  discern  the  glorious  notes  of 
sweet  deliverance  from  the  lips  of  the  newly- 
departed  soul,  in  a  key  more  exalted  thjaa 
the  rest.    Oh !  with  what  pleasure  did  I  listen 
to  the  solemn  song  of  one  who  so  very  lately 
was  languishing  in  deep  distress.* 

O  Feraiio,  cried  I,  what  blinded  crea(aret 
are  we  morlaU  i ,  The  glori^  of  be^yen .  bl^z^ 
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HaViE%  tiuDg  the  noble  anthem  tof  distin- 
guishing love  and  nnfrustrable  grace,  they 
stretched  their  brilliant  pinions,  and  swift  as 
tke)d|ght  ^hot  through  the  vanlt  of  heaven  to- 
trirdd  thd  regions  of  eternal  felicity.  As  soon 
a»  they  arrived  in  the  fetopyreati  plain,  I  be- 
held inminierable  companies  of  the  celestial 
hosts  in  their  long,  their  glorious,  and  refiii- 
gent  garments,  with  crowns  of  gold  upon 
their  heads,  and  triumphant  palms  in  their 
hands,  come  in  bright  procession  to  the  gol^ 
den  gates  of  the  New  Jerusalem,  to  congratu- 
late the  soul  on  her  safe  arrival  in  the  glory- 
world,  and  in  triumph  to  conduct  her  up  to 
the  throne  of  God.  As  they  passed  along 
through  the  streets  of  Paradise,  which  were 
all  paved  with  diamonds  and  topazes,  the  de- 
parted Humilius  was  often  saluted  by  his  for- 
mer companions  in  warfare,  who  greatly  re- 
joiced that  this  course  of  pilgrimage  was  fi-, 
nished,  and  the  time  of  his  coronation  ar- 
rived,    [n  their  bright  procession  from  the 
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goldep  gates  of  the  holy  city  up  Xo^fio^^^hr 
psa  THBONE,  shouts  of  loud  joy  anfl  {ifsi^^f^Qf 
rapturous  triumph  burst  from  each  tongue, 
and  made  all  the  ceiie3tial  arches  .citi^iP/,fpn- 
cert  with  their  elevated  voices.  ;,,;   o;.. 

I  thought  I  saw  the  blessed,  the  ^^ft-^^iQth 
able  Jesus   descend   from  the  midstr^ofhU^ 
throne,  and  meeting  Humifius^  eDi^bri^€;jd>:biv& 
with  tender   affection;    he   also  palled,  upoitf 
the  excellent  Theophilus,  under  whos^e.  minislryf 
Humiliusj  it  seems,  had  been  savingly  con*^ 
verted,  and  let  him  know  that  now  anoth«to 
diamond  must  be  added  to  bis  crown>  as  ann 
other  of  the  children  whom  God  bath  giv^) 
to  his  faithful  ministry  was  happily  arrived.! 
Then  he  took  Humilius  by  the  hand,  led  .hicii 
up  to  the  all-glorious  throne;   and  to  Him^: 
who  sat  in  the  most  majestic  state  thereon,  hir 
said,  ^*  Most  holy;  Father,  behold  thisdarUnjg^: 
object  of  thy  love  and  choice,  this  subject. of] 
redemption  is  s^^fely  arrived  in  thy  more  \mm 
mediate  and  most  joyous   presence;;  beings 
fully  prepared  for  H  by  Use-  Diving;  ini^teiifecn 
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of  the  Holj  Gbost.  Let  him  now  possess  the 
mansion  which  hath  so  long  been  prepared 
for-  btaiy  and  enjoy  the  rest  nnto  which  he  was 
firedeetinated.'' 

.*) 

Then  He  who  sat  on  the  throne^  thus  be- 
spoke the  soul,  "  Come,  my  beloved  one,  re- 
ceive the  joys  which  I  have  prepared  for 
thee,  and  the  glory  unto  which  I  appointed 
thee :  for  I  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlast- 
ing  love,  and  by  my  special  care  of  thee  I  have 
drawn  thee  to  my  glory." 

Then  the  records  of  eternity  were  all  laid 
open  before  him ;  and,  now  being  blest  with 
the  beatific  vision,  he  could  read  every  line 
therein  which  related  to  his  own  state  either 
in  time  or  in  eternity.  And,  oh,  how  great 
was  the  wonder  of  the  soul !  how  inflamed 
was  her  gratitude,  when  she  found  every  cir- 
cumstance attending  her  pilgrimage  was  un- 
alterably fixed  in  the  decrees  of  God,  which 
are  so  dark  and  difficult  unto  us  in  the  church 
below!    With  holy  amazement   she    beheld, 
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that  the  whole  chain  of  providential  events 
flowied  from,  and  centred  in  the  love  of  God 
to  her  in  the  person  of  Christ.  Sifient  no 
longer  could  she  sit,  but  her  wondei  Broke 
forth  in  rapturous  songs  o^  ceaseless  praises,  , 
in  concert  with  all  the  redeemed  hosts,  who  . 
now,  in  the  fervour  of  unutterable  love,  struck 
the  golden  harp  and  sung  responsive  to  the 
trembling  wires.  « 

Having  followed  Humilius  thus  far,  Veratio  . 
spoke  to  me  ;  and,  lo !   the  vision  was  with- 
drawn ;    but  left  some   impressions    on  my 
mind  which  I  trust  will  never  be  erased.     Be- 
ing at  last  capable  of  a  little  reflection,  after 
my  astonishment  was  abated,  I  could  not  help 
thinking  of    the  infinite  difference  v  betwixt  . 
these  who  die  in  the  Lord,  and  those  who  die 
in  their  sins;  the  latter  being  precipitately 
plunged  into  the  fearful  abyss  of  dark  and  , 
ever-burning  hell,  where  the  worm  dieth  not, 
whereas  the   former   are  immediately  trans- 
ported on  angelic  wings,  from  a  land  of  sin 
and  many  sorrows,  into  the  morev  immediate 
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pretence  and  ineflbble  light  of  the  eyer-blessed 
Three,  to  partake  of  all  the  joys  of  the  imdi- 
Yided  One.  jjTIien  I.said,  .'VBless^  are  the 
dead  who  die  in  the  Lord^  for  they  rest  from 
their  laboun,  and  their  works  follow  them." 
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As  I  was  rumiQating  on  these  things,  I  thought 
that  my  guide  called  me  away,  saying,  we 
may  yet  see  Death  attended  with  very  diffe- 
rent circumstances :  and  although  I  thought 
myself  by  the  last  scene  fully  repaid  for  all 
the  terror  I  had  undergone  at  the  beginning 
of  my  acquaintance  with  Feratio;  I  was  in- 
spired with  the  most  eager  desire  to  have  far- 
ther discoveries  of  sanctified  Death.  I  fol- 
lowed him  with  the  greatest  eagerness  out  of 
this  chamber,  wherein  I  had  viewed  soch  an 
agreeable  scene,  into  another  apartment  adja- 
cent to  it,  and  there  he  shewed  me  a  happy 
disciple,  who  with  great  composure  of  mind 
was  laid  on  a  sick  bed,  under  the  pressure  of 
heavy  affliction.     Calm  and  serene  in  die 
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midst  of  tempestuous  trouble;  iu  the  midst 
of  trying  sorrow  his  patieacft  stood  unmoved^ 
even  as  the  stately  oak  lifts  up  his  lofty  head^ 
despising  the  western  tempest;  or  as  the  sta- 
ble rock^  amidst  the  furious  surges,  endures 
their  wrathful  discharge  without  the  least 
emotion.  Rent  with  racking  pain,  and  op- 
prest  with  deathly  sickness,  he  patiently^ 
though  with  a  trembling  voice,  said,  "  Good 
is  the  Lord's  will  concerning  me;  the  cup 
that  my  Heavenly  Father  hath  mingled  for 
me,  shall  I  not  patiently  drink  it  ;'*  I  thought 
in  my  dream  that  he  was  thus  addressed  by 
one  of  his  friends ;  '^  Sir,  I  would  have  you  re- 
pose yourself  a  little,  for  your  afflictions  are 
very  heavy ;  and  notwithstanding  your  spirit 
is  submissive,  your  flesh  must  needs  be  weak/' 
To  which  he  replied,  "  My  afflictions  are  all 
known  to  the  Lord :  yea,  it  is  my  God  who 
has  fixed  the  degree  of  them  ;  and  seeing  the 
Almighty  is  pleased  to  do  it,  I  dare  not,  I 
cannot  complain,  for  I  am  well  assured  that 
he  can  do  nothing  wrong.  Were  it  not  right, 
he  could  not  do  it,  omnipotent  as  he  is.  My 
afflictions  indeed  make  this  clay  tabernacle  to 
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totter;  but  are  lighter  than  nothing  when  put 
in  the  balance  with  my  sins.  I  well^know 
they  might  be  infinitely  greater,  and  yet  my 
God  be  a  just  God.  But  mercy  and-  tender 
compassion  guides  his  hand  even  when  he 
smites,  and  his  bowels  yearn  when  he  mingles 
a  bitter  cup  for  any  of  his  people,  I  am  fully 
persuaded  that  he  will  lay  no  more  upon  me 
himself,  nor  suffer  others  to  lay  any  more 
upon  me,  than  he  will  support  me  under,  fov 
the  Lord  i»  very  pitiful  and«  full  of  mercy 
even  to  me,  though  I  deserve  nothing  at'  his' 
hand  but  to  be  left  to  lie  down  in  sorrow;  I 
am  therefore  altogether  easy  about  the  mea<» 
sure  of  my  afflictions/ 


>^ 


It  was  here  he  stopped;  and  one  of  his 
friends  rejoined,  "  My  dear  Sir,  how  great  is 
the  blessing  to  be  thus  filled  with  comfort  in 
the  time  of  your  sickness  P'  To  which  the  sick 
man  replied :  "  Indeed,  my  friend,  my  com- 
forts are  far  from  being  so  high  as  you  ima- 
gine :  on  the  contrary,  I  assure  you  that  sen- 
sible enjoyments  run  very  low  with  me  at 
present.    But  this  is  the  ground  of  all  my 
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confidence, '  Jesus  Christ  is  the  same  yester- 
day, tS-day,  and  for  ever  j^  he  is  the  rock  of 
my  soul,  and  however  my  comforts  flow,  I 
account  them  not  my  Christ.  Since  it  pleased 
the  Lord  to  visit  me  with  this  affliction) 
which  I  think  is  drawing  near  to  a  period,  I 
have  had  many  struggles  with  my  own  ntibe- 
lieving  heart,  and  my  conflicts  with  Satan, 
with  regard  to  my  interest  in  the  love  of  Je- 
sus. But,  glory  to  the  Almighty's  name,  the 
enemy  seems  to  be  withdrawn,  my  anchor  is 
within  the  veil,  and  my  hope  is  fixed  in  Im-* 
manuel.  I  myself  am  a  poor  helpless  worm, 
and  my  faith  is  very  tottering;  but  the  rock 
of  my  salvation,  the  object  of  my  faith,  can 
never  be  shaken.  With  him  there  is  no 
variableness,  nor  so  much  as  the  least  shadow 
of  a  change ;  I  may  therefore  boldly  trust  in 
him,  and  calmly  wait  the  issue  of  his  provi- 
dence. 

^*  After  all,"  continued  he,  **  I  must  confess  that 
I  have  often  been  indulged  with  sensible  ma- 
nifestations of  Divine  love,  when  to  my  own 
apprehensions  I  stood  less  in  need  of  them 
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than  at  present.  But>  oh,  let  me  not  attempt 
to  correct  the  proceedings  of  unerring  wis- 
dom !  The  Lord's  ways  are  the  best,  and  I 
desire  to  submit  to.  them  ;  he  hath  graciously 
promised  that  he  will  never  leave  nor  forsake 
ine^  and  I  account  him  faithful  who  hath  pro* 
mised.  I  bless  him  for  his  word. — ^This  is 
the  hold  into  which  I  flee  for  shelter  in  the 
dark  and  stormy  day.  I  would  not  for  all  the 
world  be  without  an  interest  in  the  above 
precious  promise,  for  I  live  not  now  by  sense, 
but  by  faith,  and  this  affliction  hath  fotind  a  - 
good  deal  of  work  for  the  little  faith  I  pos- 
sess. Believe  me,  my  friends,  I  have  often 
been  obliged,  in  times  of  darkness  and  diffi- 
culty, to  live  upon  the  word  of  grace ;  and  it 
has  upon  the  whole  been  spirit  and  life  to  m^ 
soul.  I  never  knew  the  promise  to  fail;  but 
the  word  on  which  he  hath  caused  me  to 
hope  hath  always  been  confirmed.  I  have 
ever  found  the  Almighty  to  be  as  good  as  his 
word,  ever  better  than  my  fears  suggested,  and 
infinitely  more  gracious  than  my  deserts.'' 

Th^  sick  man  being  ^penl  with  so  much 
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fpeakiDgi  I  thought  that  he  was  ebligdl  to 
h^  silent  for  a  small  apace  tQ..fecover  himself* 
9mI  ftuch  was  his  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  his 
friends,  that  as  soon  a».ppssible  he  spake  to 
them  as  follows : 

^  *ff  My  dear  brethren^  in  alt  appearance  I  am 
QPW  near,  very  near,  my  last  hour ;  and  I  tdl 
yottj  and  beg  that  you  will  regard  it  as  the 
words  of  a  dying  man,  that  the  cross  of  Christ 
is  of  excellent  use  in  mortifying  us  crea- 
ture objects^  Cross  dispensations  of  Provi- 
dence, bodily  afflictions,  and  the  temptations 
of  Satan,  are  such  excellent  corrosives,  that, 
by  the  direction  and  inflaence  of  God  the 
Spirit^  they  prove  the  distruction  of  sin  in 
l^ur  members.  For  my  own  part  I  declare  to 
you  ally  that  I  have  learned  more  of  God  by 
afflictions,  than  by  all  the  sermons  that  I  have 
ever  heard  preached." 

«.« 

It  was  now  that  Veratio  whispered  thus  to 
me;  I  well  believe,  Novitio,  what  this  good 
ntao  says  of  his  afflictions ;  for  as  the  fervent 
fire  is  to  iha:  golden  ore,  and  water  is  to  the 
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sullied  liaen>  so  are  afflictions  in  ihe,;baiid^^f 
the  Spirit  of  God,  to  those  wha«re-e«6l?eise4 
withthem.  Parricide  is  l&wfol  in  tio  base  else 
but  this:  )here  it  is  a  righteoue  thinig/ thai 
afflictions^  which  are  the  legitiinate>'affspritij^ 
of  sin^  should  first  curb  the  power^  and  at  last 
destroy  the  being  of  their  aecuvsdd  qp^rent. 
And  for  our  comfort,  let  us  know  that  afflie^ 
tions  themselves  cannot  survivie  the  sin  wbiiA 
^bey  instrumentally  destroy.        ;  ' " 

In  the  mean  while  the  dying  man  ooDtiQaed 
and  said,  **  My  dear  friends,  despise  not  tbid 
chastening  of  the  Lord;  resist  not  affli^^ 
tion  with  a  foolish  Pagan  bravery;  neither 
murmur,  repine,  nor  faint,  when  yon  are  re- 
buked by  him ;  for  he  chastiseth  not  in  an^ 
ger,  neither  doth  he  rebuke  in  hot  displeasare* 
If  you  are  the  objects  of  Divine  love^  yon 
must  expect  the  application  of  the  rod :  for 
whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chasteneth,  and 
scourgeth  every  son  whom  be  receivetb.  If 
you  are  the  disciples  of  the  meek  and  lowly 
Jesus,  you  must  expect  in  this  life  to  bear  tfao 
cross,  for  it  is. always  antecedeaito  the crowm 
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Withoat  afflictions  yoa  do  not,  yoa  cannot, 
bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly  Jesus,  for  he 
was  afflicted ;  a  man  of  sorrows  and  ac- 
quainted with  grief.  They  greatly  mistake 
who  hope  for  Christ  here,  without  afflictions 
along  with  him.  Oar  passover  is  never  to  bi 
eaten  in  this  world  without  bitter  herbs; 
therefore  that  religion  which  is  unconnected 
with  the  cross  is  not  the  religion  of  Christ, 
but  of  the  world.  Be  you  assured,  my  friends, 
that  the  way  in  which  no  cross  is  found  must 
needs  be  the  broad  and  downward  way ;  for 
the  cross  of  Christ  is  the  right,  the  only  path- 
way to  the  kingdom  ;  and  those  who  despise 
and  reject  the  cross  will  find  thiemselves  at 
death  deprived  of  the  crown."  Here  he  stopped 
again,  his  strength  being  exhausted  ;  and  his 
silent  friends  stood  with  a  mournful  pleasure 
around  his  bed. 

After  some  time,  one  of  them  made  so  free 
^s  to  ask  him,  whether  he  would  choose  to 
live  or  die,  on  supposition  that  the  Almighty 
would  grant  his  desire?  To  which,  being  a 
little  refreshed,  he  replied :    "   Indeed,  my 


DEATH :  A  VISION.  527 


(Ml  his  Death-bed. 


friendy  I  cannot  tdl  you;  for  so  far  as  I  ktiow 
my  own  heart,  which  hath  all  along  beeo  a 
faysterj  to  me,  I  neither  desir^  life  not  death: 
for  me  to  live  is  Christ,  and  for  to  die  is  eter- 
nal gain.     I  know  that  the  Almighty  hath 
limbered  ray  days,  and  my  months  are  with 
him :   he  hath  fixed  the  limits  both  of  my 
time  and  my  habitation,  so  that  I   cahoot 
pass  over  them ;  yea,  he  hath  by  an  immuta- 
ble decree  appointed  the  very  moment  and 
means  of  my  dissolution.    Why  then  should 
I  anxiously  think,  or  care  any  thing  at  all 
about  the  matter  ?•  His  purposes  are  for  ever 
the  same,  and  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  unto 
all  generations.    His  council  shall  stand,  and 
fae  will  do  all  his  pleasure.   If  I  am  appointed 
to  death,  as  I  think  I  am,  I  trust  he  will  glo- 
rify himself  in  my  death ;  and  if  it  should  b0 
that  I  am  appointed  to  life,  he  hath  wisdoni 
and  power  sufficient  to  glorify  himself  even 
by  my  livings     I  yield  myself  wholly  to  his 
disposal,  for  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  can 
never  do  wrong ;  living  and  dying  may  God 
be  glorified  in  me/^ 
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Here  he  ceased,  and  his  friend  with  visible 
sympathy  trejoioed :  **  Happy,  my  dear  bro- 
ther, it  is  for  yoa  to  be  thus  indulged  with 
strength  from  on  high,  in  the  time  of  your 
great  distress.  But  tell  me,  my  friend,  if  your 
strength  will  permit,  do  tell  me,  if  you  have 
no  desire  to  live  and  see  your  wife  and  chil- 
dren comfortably,  provided -for?  Methinks  it 
is  a  desirable  thing  to  see  our  children  edu- 
cated in  a  religious  manner,- and  settled,  agree- 
ably in  the  world.  These  things  often  lie 
with  a  distressing  weight  upon  my  mind,  and 
are  ties  which  strongly  bind  me  down  to 
earth,  and  from  which  I  sincerely  desire  to  be 
delivered." 

The  sick  man  replied  :  "  My  dear  frieod,  I 
must  confess  to  you,  that,  next  to  the  welfare 
of  the  Redeemer's  Church,  my  wife  and  chil- 
dren are  dear  to  me  *,  and  if  any  thing  could 


♦These  words  of  StabiliuSt  "  Next  to  the  welfore  of  the  Re- 
deemer's Chnrch,  my  wife  and  children  are  dear  to  me/'  art 
very  remarkable^  and  ought  to  be  regarded.    That  he  loved  bii 
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novr  prevail  with  me  to  desire  a  longer  so- 
journmeDt  ia  this  vallej  of  sorrows,  it  would 
be  the  welfare  of  my  dear  children,  aad 
dearer  wife,  for  thej  have  always  been  dear 
to  me  ever  since  I  enjoyed  them.  ConaultijQg 
their  welfare  hath  formerly  been  attended 
with  great  anxiety ;  but  now  I  see,  that  in 
my  over  carefulness  I  was  far  from  being 
submissive  to  the  sovereign  pleasure  of  an 
all-disposing  God;  and,  as  far  as  lay  within 
my  power,  was  for  wresting  the  dispensations 
of  providence  out  of  his  unerring  hand.    Had 


-wife  and  children  is  evident  from  what  he  says  both  io  this  place 
and  elsewhere ;    but,  however  fervent  his  affection  for  than 
might  be,  it  gave  place  to  the  love  he  bore  to  the  Redeemer's 
cburoh.    This  evidences  the  true  spirit  of  Christianity  in  him» 
and  serves  as  much  to  fix  his  character,  as  the  exalted  exercise 
of  his  faith ;  being  expressive  of  the  very  spirit  of  that  text 
Matt.  t.  S7.    "  He  that  loveth  father  or  mother  more  than  ne 
it  not  worthy  of  me,  tod  he  that  loveth  ^on  or  daughter  more 
than  me  is  not  worthy  of  me."     If  this  is  to  be  regarded  as  a 
rnle,  it  will  fix  an  everlasting  stigma  upon  those  profesEon  who 
are  so  full  of  care  for  ^emselves  and  families,  that  .tbey  have 
iieitber  leisure  nor  Inclination  to  care  for  the  church  of  God* 
These  are  like  withered  limbs  in  the  common  body ;  they  nei« 
tiier  impart  nor  receive  nourishment ;  neither  are  their  death- 
beds likely  to  be  honoured,  as  that  of  the  good  Stabilius^ 
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I  done  what  I  could  to  promote  their  welfare^ 
and  left  the  issue  to  the  Almighty,  I  had  done 
well :  but,  alas !  I  could  not  be  easy,  unless  I 
evidently  saw  the  issue  answer  my  desire. 
But  blessed  for  ever  be  that  God  who  turneth 
our  hearts  as  he  does  the  rivers  of  water :  at 
present  all  anxiety  appears  to  be  gone,  and 
my  wife  and  children  are  no  burden  at  all  to 
my  mind;  for  I  knoiv  that  the  God  whom  I 
serve  will  convert  the  stones  of  the  wall  into 
bread,  before  he  will  suffer  the  seed  of  the 
righteous  to  famish*. 

"  Settling  my  children  in  the  world  ap- 
peared a  very  desirable  thing  before  I  came  to 
a  death-bed,  but  now  I  am  taught  that  their 
settling  in  the  world  does  not  in  the  least  de- 
pend on  my  being  present  with  them  ^  for  the 
determination  of  Jehovah  hath  Ions:  since  di- 
vinely  gone  forth  by  a  firm  and  unalterable 
decree,  in  which  all  their  circumstances,  great 


♦An  illustrious  instance  of  Divine  regard  to  the  seed  of  tb* 
righteous,  and  care  of  the  widow  and  fatherless,  we  have  in  ^ 
provisions  made  for  the  numerous  family  of  a  worthy  minist^i 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Burford,  lately  deceased. 
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and  minute,  are  infallibly  settled,  by  the  on- 
erring  wisdom  of  Him  who  worketh  all  things 
after  no  other  counsel  but  that  of  bis  own  will. 
The  life  of  the  sparrow  and  the  dinner  of  the 
raven  are  provided  for  in  his  grand  decree ; 
yea,  the  very  hairs  on  our  bodies  are  num- 
bered,  coloured,   and   disposed   by  unerring 
wisdom ;  much  more  are  the  bounds  of  our 
habitation,  and  the  extent  of  our  possessions, 
the  result  of    divine  appointment.     If   the 
'Lord  is  pleased  to  make  my  children  poor  (as 
it  is  his  prerogative  to  make  poor)  how  shall 
my  presence  with  them  be  able  to  make  tbem 
rich  i  or  if  he  in  his  sovereign  bounty  shall 
be  pleased  to  exalt  and  «iake  them  rich,  what 
circumstances  so  pernicious  as  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  his  design  f   Holy  and  reverend 
is  his  name;  he  disposeth  of  all  creatures  and 
things  as   his    wisdom  cloth  direct.     By  his 
determination,  kings  reig-n,   and  .princes   de- 
cree justice.     Races   and   battles   are   under 
his  direction ;  yea,  the  very  turning  up  of  the 
lot   is  determined  by  Jehovah ;   much   more 
the  station  and  circumstances  of  his  people^ 
and  their  children.  Why  then  should  I  desire 
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to  interfere  in  the  matter  of  settling  them,  Xq 
the  diBquietiog  of  my  own  mind :  for  God 
both  can  and*  will  bring  his  purposeB  to  p^ 
without  any  iottrumeatality,  if  he  is  pleased 
to  take  me  to  himself? 

^^  Their  education  in  religions  principles 
hath  be^n  by  far  the  most  tender  point  with 
tAt,  wdl  knowing  the  influence  which  a  godly 
^ucation  often  has  upon  the  conduct  of 
youth :  but  this  also  I  am  enabled  to  leave 
with  the  Lord.  Not  from  any  indiffereocy 
toward  them,  so  as  to  be  careless  about  their 
welfare  in  time  or  eternity :  but  I  have  ever 
been  so  sensible  of  my  deficiency,  in  regard 
to  paternal  duty,  that  1  often  fear  my  childrea 
have  been  more  injured  by  my  imperfections, 
than  profited  by  my  precepts  and  instruc- 
tions. Besides,  I  am  fully  persuaded  that 
God  will  be  at  no  loss  for  an  instrument^ 
when  he  is  about  to  teach  them  the  knowledge 
of  himself. 

"  Be  assured,  my  friends,  that  children  are 
not  brought  one  hour  sooner  to  the  know- 
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lirdge  of  God,  on  account  of  their  parents' 
lives  being  preserved;  but  many  have,  by 
their  parents*  death,  been  brought^tBto  Gircum- 
stances  by  which  the  Lord  has  been  pleased 
to  lead  them  into  the  knowledge  of  them- 
selves, and  the  secret  of  his  own  immutable 
love  to  their  persons.  Therefore  I  commit 
my  tender  offspring  to  the  protection  and 
grace  of  Him,  who  has  designed  to  become 
the  father  of  the  fatherless,  and  who  hath  said 
to  men  in  my  condition,  *  Leave  yonr  fatbe^- 
less  children  and  your  widows  to  me ;'  I  tru#t 
his  word,  and  believe,  that  of  all  guardians  be 
is  the  most  disinterested.  My  dear  Honom, 
my  beloved  spouse,  always  hath  been  dear  to 
me,  ever  since  it  pleased  the  Lord,  by  his  holy 
ordinance,  to  make  us  one;  but  although  sbe 
is  so  dear  to  me,  as  that  we  seemed  to  possess 
but  one  soul,  I  can  with  pleasure  leave  her  a 
few  days  behind  me  in  this  world,  notwith- 
standing it  is,  and  she  finds  it  to  be,  a  world 
of  sin  and  sorrow.  I  know  that  she  is'  an 
elect  vessel,  a  daughter  of  faithful  Abraham 
and  an  heiress,  according  to  the  promise ; 
and,  as  such,  she  is  under  Divine  protection, 
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and  cannot  miscarry.  Fear  not,  my  dear 
Honora,  fear  not  the  safety  of  your  passage 
throagh  life.  I  know  that  this  world  is  a  knd 
of  snares,  and  a  hell  of  pain  and  sorrow,  when 
compared  with  the  haven  of  pure  felicity,  to 
which  we  are  bound.  It  is,  and,  my  dear, 
you  know  it  to  be,  a  land  inhabited  with  im- 
placable enemies  to  the  heaven-born  pilgrims, 
who  are  passing  through  it;  but  let  not  this 
discourage  my  Honora,  for  "  he  who  saved 
your  soul  from  Death,  wiM  also  preserve 
your  feet  from  falling.  He  who  hath  loved 
you  with  an  everlasting  love  will  bear  you 
through  all  difficulties  and  dangers,  and  make 
you  more  than  conqueror.  It  is  your  God, 
my  love  —  your  husband  and  friend,  who 
reigns  supreme  over  all  creatipn,  who  holds 
the  reins  of  government  in  his  own  almighty 
hand,  and  thereby  curbeth  the  enemies  of  his 
people  at  pleasure  ;  so  that  the  most  potent 
of  them  all  cannot  lift  up  his  hand  against  a 
child  of  God  without  his  Divine  permission. 
He  never  grants  a  permission  to  any  of  them 
without  a  proper  limitation  ;  '  Hitherto  thou 
mayst  come,*  is    the    permission;  ^  but  thou 
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shah  go  no  farther/  is  the  restraint ;  even  as 
Satan  obtained  leave  to  desUpy  every  thing 
which  belonged  to  pious  Job;,  but  was  prohi- 
bited touching  his  life.  Thus  i^.is^  that  the 
feeblest  of  the  Redeemer's  flock  ^well  secure 
from  real  dt^nger  beneath  the  covert  of  divine 
protection. 

^*  My  dear  Honora,  our  great  Lord  is  a 
husband  to  the  widow ;  he  is  a  wise  director, 
a  rich  provider,  a  powerful  protector ;  and  as 
such  he  is  yours :  yours  in  the  strongest  obli* 
gations :  yours  in  time,  and  to  all  eternity. 
The  confidence  I  have  in  these  things  makes 
me  willingly  resign  the  wife  of  my  bosom, 
and  my  tender  offspring,  to  the  will  of  that 
beneficent  Being,  who  hath  a  sovereign  right 
to  dispose  of  me  and  mine,  as  he  shall  see 
most  to  his  own  glory. 

"  My  dear  friends  and  fellow  travellers,  be- 
ware of  immoderate  care :  for  you  may  greatly 
injure,  but  never  can  you  thereby  profit,  your 
children  at  all.  Think  not  that  their  set- 
tlement in  the  world  depends  either  less  or. 
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more  upon  you  :   for  when  yon  have  cared 
your  last  for  them,  the  Sovereign  Ruler  will 
dispose  just  as  Ire  sees  meet,  without  so  much 
as  once  consulting  you  in  the  matter.    Ah, 
my  brethren,  when  you  lie,  as  I  do  now,  on  a 
death-bed,  you  will  see,  that  all  immoderate 
carefulness  springs   immediately   from  igno- 
rance of,  and  enmity  against   the  ways  of  a 
holy  God.    Alas !  how  many  Christian  people 
are  wofuUy  perplexed  with  fruitless  care  all 
the  days  of  their  lives,  and  are  thereby  pre- 
vented of  that  usefulness,  which  they  might 
otherwise  be  of,  to  the  church  of  Christ !  Be- 
lieve me,  the  best  thing  j^ou  can  do  for  your 
children,  is  solemnly  and  seriously  to  dedicate 
them  unto  God,  leaving  them   and  all   their 
concerns  at  his  disposal.     If  you  do   this  in 
good  earnest,  by  an  habitual  act,  both  you 
and  they  will  reap  the  advantage  of  it:  yours 
will  be  the  peace,  and  theirs  will  be  the  profit. 
Remember    what  young  Samuel  got  by  his 
early  dedication." 

He    ceased    here,  his    strength    being   ex- 
hausted ;    and    after  some    time   one    of    hi^ 
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friends  thus  addressed  him  :  ^'  Dear  Sir^  I 
cannot  persuade  myself  but  a  mind  thus  stayed 
on  the  Lord  must  be  filled  with  the  most  joy- 
ous transport.'^ 

To  which  the  good  man  replied,  "  My 
mind  is  composed,  and  calmly  fixed  on  the 
unalterable  word  of  an  ever  faithful  God.  My 
peace  is  settled,  though  my  joys  are  far  from, 
being  elevated.  It  is  not  on  inward  frames 
and  feelings  that  my  hope  is  stayed,  but  pa 
the  promises  of  the  everlasting  covenant^* 
which  are,  in  Christ,  yea  and  amen  to  every 
believer.  Inward  feelings  are  indeed  ex- 
tremely pleasant :  but  I  have  not  dared  foi? 
many  years  t.p  trust  them,  for  at  best  I  have, 
found  them  fleeting  and  transitory :  now  en-^ 
joyed ;  dead  anon !  now  like  the  full-blown 
rose  my  comforts  have  flourished  ;  immedi'- 
ately  stripped  of  all  their  beauty  like  the  winter 
vine.  Whilst  I  lived  upon  my  frames,  I  wa» 
all  upon  extremes;  either  ravished  on  the 
mount  of  enjoyment,  or  gone  down  to  do  bu- 
siness in  the  deep  waters.  One  hour  I  said, 
*  My  mountain  stands  sure^  I  shall  never  be 
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moved  :'  perhaps  in  less  thaa  aQOther,  I  sup- 
posed myself)  like  Peter^  sinkiog  into  the  bo- 
som of  a  fatal  billow.  No  solidity  could  I  ever 
find  in  the  frames  and  dispositions  of  my  own 
heart;  but  I  never  fouud  the  promise  to  fail, 
nor  the  Lord  to  depart  from  the  word  he  hath 
spoken.  In  all  his  trials  his  immutable  word 
hath  been  my  stay,  and  on  it  alone  will  I 
lean,  when  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death.  And  thus,  and  quietly  rest- 
ing on  his  word,  he  will  finish  the  salvation  of 
my  soul. 

'*  Indeed,  if  the  Lord  should  be  pleased  to 
indulge  me  now  with  the  sensible  comforts  of 
his  felt  love,  shed  abroad  in  my  heart  by  his 
Holy  Spirit ;  it  would  make  this  lonesome 
valley,  into  which  I  am  entering,  by  far  more 
delightful,  and  my  passage  through  it  abun- 
dantly less  thorny.  But  if,  in  his  wisdom,  he 
should  see  meet  to  withhold  from  me  such  a 
desirable  measure  of  sensible  manifestation,  I 
bless  him  for  his  unalterable  word,  and  I  bless 
him  for  strength  to  rely  upon  it. 
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"  My  dear  brethren,  beware  of  making  to 
yourself  a  Christ  of  the  dying  comforts  with 
which  your  holy  Redeemer  ia  pleased  ocoa^ 
sionally  to  indulge  you.     Remember,  that  if 
his  tender  concern  for  your  peace  and  plea- 
sure induce   him   to  privilege  you   with  the 
sheddings  abroad  of  his  love  in  your  heart, 
the  same  tenderness  of  you  wil!  induce  him 
to  withdraw  his  comforter,  when  he  sees  him- 
self supplanted,  and  you  live  upon  those  com- 
forts rather  than  upon  his  person,  grace,  and 
righteousness.     Remember  always  that  salva- 
tion, and  the  cotnforts  thereof,  are  two  very 
different   things;   the  fulness   of  the   former 
being  often  possessed,  where  there   is  but  a 
very  small  degree  of  the  latter.     In  my  early 
days  of  grace  I  was  generally  wont  to  frame 
to  myself  notions  of  the  love  of  God,  accord- 
ing to  the  glimmering  twilight  of  my  own 
mind,  and  the  good  or  evil  frame  I  found  my- 
self to  be  in:    but  through  rich  grace,  and 
amazing  mercy,  I  have  been  taught  rather  to 
judge  thereof  by  the  written  word  of  God,  by 
which   I   have   been  piloted  through  seas  of 
difficulty,  when  darker   sensations   have  lost 
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sight  of  shore.  And  I  trust  the  Holy  Ghost 
will  guide  me  by  the  said  written  word,  till 
in  his  good  time  he  is  pleased  to  land  me  on 
the  glory-shore,  and  bring  me  into  the  more 
immediate  presence  of  the  great  Three  in 
Oner 

This  said,  he  remained  silent  for  a  conside- 
rable time;  and  the  venerable  Veratio  turned 
himself  to  me,  and  thus  accosted  me.  Now, 
Novitio,  you  behold  an  Israelite  indeed,  in 
whom  there  is  no  guile.  This  is  the  good 
Stabilius,  a  Christian  of  the  right  kind;  one 
who  may  be  called  a  father  in  Israel  ^  he  can 
well  distinguish  between  husk  and  kernel, 
shadow  and  substance,  truth  and  error  a 
faithful  one  in  the  household  of  God.  His 
holy  soul  can  feed  upon  nothing  but  what  is 
spiritual  and  divine;  such  bread,  and  such 
only,  as  descended  from  God  out  of  heaven, 
is  pleasant  to  his  taste.  In  bis  life-time, 
which  hath  been  an  uninterrnpied  succes- 
sion of  corroding  sorrows,  the  good  Slabilius 
could  live  as  well  and  as  satisfactorily  upon  a 
word   of  promise   as  some   others  could   do 
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upon  five  hundred  a  year.  Thus  in  his  life-^ 
time  he  was  So  happy  as  to  live  by  faith  in 
the  promises,  and  now  he  is  dying,  be  is  still 
the  same.  The  word  of  the  Lord  is  his  com- 
fort and  stay.  But  although  his  unbelief  ap- 
pears now  to  be  banished  from  him,  I  can  tell 
you  it  was  not  always  so;  for  the  time  was, 
when,  under  dark  dispensations  of  Provi- 
dence, he  complained  with  Jacob  that  all 
those  things  were  making  against  him,  though 
.liow  he  is  better  informed.  •  Yea,  whatever 
infidelity  we  can  find  in  Job,  David,  Asaph, 
one  part  or  other  of  the  life  of  good  Siabilius 
hath  furnished  him  with  a  sad  remembrance 
of  theirs;  though  upon  the  whole  his  faith 
hath  prevailed  gloriously;  and  I  imagine  he 
will  never  more  feel  an  impulse  from  unbe- 
lief. 

Now,  Novitioy  I  have  a  mind  to  unfold  aa 
amazing  scene  to  you  ;  such  a  scene  as  yoa 
have  never  before  surveyed.  Then  he  touched 
my  eyes  with  an  eye-salve  of  divine  prepara- 
tion, and  instantly  I  saw  what  was  extremely 
amazing.    I  saw  a  niimerous  troop  of  restless 
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infernals   beleaguering  the    bed    of   the  sick 
man,  which  was  well  defended  by  a  brilliant 
minister  of  heaven,  divinely  superb  in  his  im- 
material array.     Clothed   with   impenetrable 
armour,  the  martial  guardian  waved  a  flaming 
sword,  with  which  he  kept  all   the  furies  of 
the  pit  at  a  proper  distance  ;  so  that  although 
the  most  implacable  hatred  and  rage  glowed 
in  every  breast,  they  were  not  able  to  come 
near  to  disturb  the  mind  of  Stabilius.     Some- 
times they  tripped  their  tongues  with  false- 
hood, and  accused  him  of  the  most  abomina- 
ble crimes  to   the   guardian,   who   with  holy 
contempt  disregarded  all  their  clamours.    Re- 
pulsed in  this,  they  turn   their  accusings  into 
the  must  fervent  intreaties  to  the   ana:eK  that 
he  would   scabbard  his   sword   for    a  season, 
and   allow    them    the  pleasure  of  distracting 
the  dying  man.     But  the  benevolent  protec- 
tor, firm  as  a   rock,   remained   inflexible  to 
their  intreaties,  and  deaf  to  their  accusations^ 
resolving,  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  his  God, 
to  defend  his  charge  to   the  last  extremity. 
Being  thus  repulsed,  even  hell  itself  became 
Jiolier  within  them  ;  and,  irritated  with  fierce 
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revenge,  they  rushed  ia  fearful  numbers 
against  the  heavenly  centinel.  Thick  as 
atoms  in  the  sun-beams,  their  hissing  arrows 
were  shot  against  him  and  his  beloved  charge; 
but,  skilled  in  martial  encounters,  he  received 
their  charge,  and  quenched  their  fiery  darts 
with  his  shield,  with  which  he  also  covered 
Stabilius.  With  his  brandished  falchion> 
which  emitted  streams  of  fire  as  he  waved  it, 
he  made  the  infernal  tribe  to  give  back  j  but 
filled  with  indignation,  and  fired  with  revenge, 
they  instantly  rallied  their  broken  force,  and 
returned  resolvedly  to  their  charge;  and  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  observing,  that  as  often 
as  they  rallied,  the  heavenly  Chieftain  put 
them  to  the  flight.  Being  indulged  with  a 
view  of  this  angelic  war,  I  thought  of  an  an- 
cient saying,  "  The  angel  of  the  Lord  en- 
camps round  about  those  that  fear  him  *  ;** 


*  **  The  an^el  of  the  Lord  encamps  rouiKi  about  those 
that  fear  him."     There  is  a  surprising  beauty   in   these 
>vords  of  the  Psalmist ;  as  expressive  of  the  highest  safety 
which  the  most  timorous  heart  can  wish  for.     He  encamps,  • 
\\'ith  a  view  to  continue  in  this  station — it  is  around  theroj. 
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and,  turning  to  my  guide^  I  said^  O  Sir^  it  was 
well  aaid  of  that  Hebrew  prince,  who  spent 
his  youth  in  rural  employments,  ^'  Blessed  is 
the  nation  whose  God  is  the  Lord,  and  the 
people  whom  he  hath  chosen  for  bis  own 
inheritance."  Ah,  Sir!  they  are  well  kept 
whom  the  Lord  doth  keep,  and  the  man  is 
blessed  whom  be  thus  preserveth.  To  which 
Veratio  replied,  Now,  Novitio,  you  have 
had  a  sight  of  faithful  Abdiely  so  justly  cele- 
brated by  the  famous  Milton,  for  his  constant 
and  firm  adherence  to  Immanuel^  even  when 
left  alone  in  the  camp  of  rebellious  seraphim. 
There  it  was. 


rather  than  beside  them.  Beside  them  wouH  have  argued 
great  safety;  but  encamping  around  implies  infinitely 
more)  because  every  passage  is  guarded,  and  no  way  left 
for  the  enemy  to  give  the  attack  with  advantage.  Encamps 
around  them,  when  dangers  are  most  ripe,  and  humanity  is 
most  inactive  and  off  its  guard. — **  Aronnd  those  that  fear 
him  ;"  rather  thus  exprest  in  condescension  to  our  unbe- 
lieving weakness  ;  the  believer  being  sometimes  conscious 
that  he  fears  God  when  he  dares  not  conclude  that  he  loves 
Lim. — ^That  no  room  may  be  left  for  unbelief  to  found  its 
arguments  upon,  the  potency  of  the  illustrious  protector  is 
pointed  out  iu  his  character  as  the  angel  of  the  Lord. 
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"  Tliat  amoii^  the  faithless,  faithful  only  he, 

Amon^  innumerable  false,  unmovM, 

Unshaken,  unseduc'd,  unterrifi'd. 

His  loyalty  he  kept,  his  love,  his  zeal ; 

Nor  number,  nor  example,  with  him  wrought 

To  swerve  from  truth,  or  change  his  constant  mind. 

Though  single.     From  amidst  them  forth  he  pass'cl 

Long  way  through  hostile  scorn,  which  h?  sustained 

Superior,  nor  of  violence  fear'd  ought ; 

And  with  retorted  scorn  bis  back  he  turn'd  '  • 

On  those  proud  tow'rs  to  swift  destruction  doom'd." 

Thus,  Novitio,  this  faithful  guardian  nobly 
etreated  from  the  tents  of  rebellion,  and  ere 
3ng  returned  commissioned  with  the  rest  of 
he  celestial  hosts,  to  fight  with  the  perfidious, 
ciiscreants,  in  the  quarrel  of  the  Most  High, 
nd  there  he  discovered  at  once  his  zeal  for  his 
rod,  and  the  prowess  of  his  own  martial  arm : 
)r  when, 


« 


•Before  the  cloudy  van, 


On  the  rough  edge  of  battle  ere  it  join'd, 
Satan  with  vast  and  haughty  strides  advanced. 
Came  tow'ring,  arm*d  in  adamant  and  gold : 
Abdiel  that  sight  endur'd  not,  where  he  stood 
Amongst  the  mightiest,  bent  on  highest  deeds. 

But  from  his  armed  peers 
Forth  stepping  opposite,  half-way  he  met 
His  daring  foe,  at  this  prevention  more 
Incens'd,  and  thus  securely  him  defy'd. 
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**  Proud  art  thou  met?  thy  hope  was  to  have  reacVd 
The  height  of  thine  aspiring  unoppot'd, 
The  throne  of  God  un^rnarded,  and  his  side 
Abandoned  at  the. terror  of  thy  power 
Or  potent  tongue : 

■    But  thou  seest 
Ail  are  not  of  thy  train  ;  there  be  who  faith 
Prefer,  and  piety  to  God,  though  then 
To  thee  not  visible,  when  I  alone 
Seem*d  in  thy  world  erroneous  to  dissent 
From  all  my  sect,  thou  seest :  now  learn  too  late 
How  few  sometimes  may  know,  when  thousands  err." 

It  was  tbtis  ferveQt  Abdiel  accosted  the 
Prince  of  rebels,  when  they  met  between  the 
opposing  fronts  of  the  angelic  armies,  on  that 
awful  day  on  which  all  the  hosts  of  heaven 
and  hell  were  drawn  forth  to  battle  on  the  (till 
then)  unstained  field  of  iEther.     And, 

**  The  grand  foe,  with  scornful  eye  askance^ 
Thus  answered  the  faithful  AbdUl ; 

*  111  for  tbee,  but  in  wish'd  hour 

Of  uiy  revenge,  first  sought,  for  thou  return'st 

From  flight,  seditious  angel,  to  receive 

Thy  merited  reward,  the  first  essay 

Of  this  right  hand  provok'd,  since  first  that  tongue, 

Inspir'd  with  contradiction  durst  oppose, 

A  third  part  of  the  Gods,  in  synod  met. 

Their  deities  to  assert. 

But  well  thou  com*st 

Before  th^  fellows,  ambitious  t6  wia 


■b 
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From  me  some  plume,  that  thy  success  may  shew 
Destruction  to  the  rest. 

"  At  first  1  thought  that  liberty  and  heav*n 
To  heav'nly  souls  had  been  all  one  ;  but  now 
I  see  that  most  through  sloth  had  rather  serve 
Ministering  spirits,  train'd  up  in  feast  and  song ; 
Such  hast  thou  arm'd  the  minstrelsy  of  heav'n. 
Servility  with  freedom  to  contend. 
As  both  their  deeds  compar'd  this  day  shall  prove.* 

"  To  whom  in  brief  thus  j^bdiel  stern  repl/d, 
*  Apostate,  still  thou  err*st,  nor  end  wilt  find 
Of  erring,  from  the  path  of  truth  remote  : 
Unjustly  thou  deprav'st  it  with  the  name 
OF  servitude,  to  serve  whom  God  ordains, 
Or  nature  ;  God  and  nature  bid  the  same. 
When  he  who  rules  is  worthiest,  and  excels 
Them  whom  he  governs. 
Keign  thou  in  hell,  thy  kingdom  ;  let  me  serve 
In  heaven  God  ever  blest,  and  his  divine 
Behests  obey,  worthiest  to  be  obey'd  ; 
Yet  chains  in  nell,  nor  realms  expect;  mean  while 
From  me  retum'd,  as  erst  thou  said'st,  from  flight. 
This  greeting  on  thy  impious  crest  receive.' 

*'  So  saying,  a  noble  stroke  he  lifted  high, 
Which  hung  not,  but  so  swift  with  tempest  fell 
On  the  proud  crest  of  Satan,  that  no  sight,  - 
Nor  motion  of  swift  thought,  less  could  his  shield^ 
Such  ruin  intercept  :  ten  paces  huge 
He  back  recoil'd;  tbe  tenth  on  bended  knee 
His  massy  spear  upstay'd." 
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According  to  the  matchless  Milton,  the 
faithful  Abdiel  first  asserted  the  sovereign 
right  of  his  God  both  by  word  and  deed; 
and  thus  he  hath  continued  an  invincible 
hero  ip  the  cause  of  his  master^  a  willing  and 
faithful  guardian  of  his  militant  children,  as 
you  have  just  now  seen  in  the  conflict  betwixt 
him  and  the  infernal  brotherhood. 

I  thought  in  my  dream  that  I  thus  replied; 
I  thank  you  most  heartily,  my  dear,  my  vene- 
rable Veratioj  for  this  discovery/  so  strange 
and  surprising  in  itself;  and  I  thank  you 
most  gratefully,  dear  Sir,  for  this  opportunity 
of  seeing  the  value  of  this  celebrated  angel. 
But,  worthy  Veratio^  whose  delight  appears  to 
be  to  instruct  the  ignorant,  I  pray  you  deign 
to  inform  me,  if  it  is  possible  that  such  a  war 
may  be  maintained  around  a  Christian,  and 
the  party  himself,  for  whom  the  strife  is,  re- 
main unacquainted  with  it  ?  To  which  I 
thought  he  replied  ;  You  may  be  at  no  loss, 
Novitio,  to  know  that  the  best  of  Christians, 
even  fathers  in  the  Redeemer's  family,  see 
and  know  only  in  part ;  therefore  there  may 
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impenetxable.to  earthly  Objects. 


be  many  things  of  this  kind'  transacted  among 
the  immaterial  inhabitants  of  the  spiritual 
ivorldy  without  their  knowledge.  Every  Chris- 
tian may  certainly  be  infordned  by  the  volume 
of  revelation  in  general,  that  all  the  angels  of 
God  are  ministering  spirits,  sent  forth  to  mi- 
nister unto  them  who  are  appointed  heirs  of 
salvation  ;  nevertheless  there  are  many  offices 
of  kindness  performed  by  those  benevolent 
spirits  in  behalf  of  the  saints,  which  the  most 
intelligent  Christians  remain  utterly  ignorant 
of,  whilst  they  sojourn  in  this  land  of  separa- 
tion and  sorrow.  As  we  may  see  in  the  case 
of  good  Stabilius:  he  perfectly  knows  that 
God  is  the  prime  efficient  of  all  his  peace 
and  composure  of  mind;  but  he  doth  not 
know  that  there  is  a  martial  seraph  appointed 
by  the  Sovereign  of  heaven  as  the  guardian 
of  his  bed,  and  protector  of  his  dying  mo- 
ments; nor  is  he  in  the  least  apprehensive 
that  there  is^uoh  a  swarm  of  reprobate  spirits 
so  near^  and  so  earnestly  seeking  the  distrac- 
tion of  his  mind. 

''  If  the  militant  members  of  the  chosen 


550  DEATH :  A  VISION. 


Tbe  Deatb-bed  of  Stabilim 


church  could  really  see  their  shioing  attend- 
autSy  and  understand  all  tbe  ways  of  the  Lord 
perfectly,  they  would  enjoy  the  heavenly  glo- 
ries before  the  appointed  time:  but  the  fai- 
ness  of  joy,  and  the  manifest  glories  of  the 
redeemed,  are  reserved  for  eternity,  therefore 
not  to  be  expected  in  time.  On  this  account 
many  of  the  Lord's  works  are  done  in  tbe 
dark,  and  his  ways  are  involved  in  thick 
clouds:  so  that  poor  purblind  mortals  caoDOt 
discern  them  before  they  enjoy  the  light  of 
eternity.  And  you  yourself,  Novitio,  may 
know  that  the  conflicts  betwixt  our  benevo- 
lent protectors,  the  guardian  angels,  and  our 
enemies  of  the  reprobate  race,  are  not  to  be 
seen  with  bodily  eyes,  but  with  the  more  re- 
fined rays  of  the  mind.  Bodily  eyes  discern 
corporeal  objects,  but  spiritual  sight  alone 
can  discern  spirit. 

1  thought  in  my  dream,  that  towards  the 
dissolution  of  Stahilius  I  beheld  a  squadroa 
of  armed  seraphs,  who  were  dispatched  from 
the  armies  in  the  skies  to  assist  Abdiel  in  the 
protection  of  this  chosen  disciple ;    who,  as 
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soon    as .  arrivedy    and    fraternal    salfttation 
passed  after  the  angelic  manner,  they  told 
him  that  Jehovah  having,  froni  the  throne  of 
his  holiness,  seen  that  great  numbers  of  the 
enemies  had  assaulted  him  and  his  charge, 
had  sent  him  to  his  assistance.    Abdiel  thus 
replied :    "  Welcome,  my  spotless  brethren.; 
welcome  are  ye  now  to  me,  for  I  have  been 
vigorously  attacked,  and  still  the  daring  infet* 
nals  are  resolute ;  but  through  the  strength 
of  my  God  I  have  preserved  my  charge  invio- 
late,    Come,  my  brethren,  let  us  prepare  for 
immediate   action,  for   the  enemies,  though 
frequently    repulsed,   being    now   afresh   re- 
cruited from  hell,  are  rallying  their  utmost 
force,  and  soon  will  return  intrepidly  to  the 
charge."  This  said,  I  perceived  that  those  ever- 
armed  seraphs  each  of  them  drew  his  flaming 
sword,   fixed   his  shield,  and  planted  them- 
selves around  the  bed  of  the  good  Stabilius^ 
every  hero  putting  himself  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fence, saying  with  united  voice,  "  It  is  the 
good  will  of  our  Lord  that  his  chosen  ones 
should  be  preserved.*' — Happy   man,  said  I, 
who  art   thus   defended!    I   thought  in  my 


555  DEATH :  A  VISION. 

Fcrfvn^  of  Stabiltw. 


dream  that,  after  all  this  was  done,  the  good 
Stabilius,  as  if  be  had  received  fresh  vigonr 
at'the  arrival  of  the  celestial  visitaats,  opened 
his  mouth,  and  most  fervently  expressed  hiai« 
self  in  the  following  manner :  <'  I  know  thtt 
he  is  God,  and  that  he  is  my  God.     He  halb 
gnided  me  from  ray  conception  to- this  my 
dying  day :    all  his  judgments   towards  iDe 
have  heen  mingled  with  mercy,  and  holy  and 
reverend  is  his  name,  and  all   mercies  have 
heen  mixed  less  or  more  with  judgment    I 
will  therefore,  with  the  royal  Hebrew,  sing  of 
mercy  and  of  judgment ;  unto  thee,  O  Lord, 
will  I  sing.     A  chain  of  well-concerted  and 
blessed    providences  laid  hold   of  me  at  my 
conceptien,  and  till  now  hath  led  me  in  such 
a  manner  that  all  hath  been  for  good  ;  aud 
now,  my  friends,  it  is  with  amazement  I  see 
both  the  ends  of  the  chain  unalterably  fixed 
in  the  eternal   throne.     It  cometh    from  or 
centrcth   in  the  Father's  everlasting    love  to 
me,  in  the  person  of  Jesus,  unworthy  as  I 
am  ;  and,  oh  !   let  God,  even  God  in  the  per- 
son of  the  Redeemer,  be  owned  and  glorified 
with   my  last,   my  departing  breath.     Hear 
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me,  my  feltow  Cbristiaos,  for  I  speak  novr 
within  the  immediate  views  4>{  eternity^  and 
Death  even  now  oppreueth  niy  weary  langg. 
Behold,  '^  I  go  the  way  of  «II  maoktod :  but  I 
know  that  my  Redeemer  liyeth,  and  that  he 
shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth : 
and  although  after  my  skin  worms  destroy,  as 
they  certainly  will,  this  body  of  mine,  yet  in  the 
flesh,  even  in  this  fkish,  now  almost  consumedy 
1  shall  see  God.;  yea  I  shall  see  him  for  myseii^ 
and  not  for  another ;   not  at  a  distance,  but 
near,  though  my  reins  be  conaumed  within 
me.     I  shall  see  him  on  that  momentous  and 
much  desired  day  on  which  I  shall,  in  my 
whole  person,  be  made  like  unto  himself/' 
These  words  were  expressed  even  in  the  arms 
of  Dbath,  so  that  he  was  quite  spent  with 
speaking,  and  lay  in  a  profound  silence  for  a 
minute  or  two;  then  in  holy  triumph,  with  a 
countenance  that  displayed  a  sense  of  con- 
quest, he  said,  **  Jaori  Jesus,  come  quickly ; 
into  thy  hands  I  cooraiend  my  spirit.^    These 
were  his  last  words,  and  a  few  minutes  after 
he  quietly  yiekled  up  the  ghost,  and  slept  ia 
Jesus. 

6  12  B  b 
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Reflectioas  on  tlie  Death  of  Stabilius. 


In  the  mean  .while  Veratio  addressed  him- 
seif  to  me  as  follows :  —  Tbisi  NovitiOf  is 
Christian  fortitude,  distinct  from  the  ancient 
pagan  bravery  of  the  Romans.  If  you  see  a 
Brutus  or  Cassias,  or  even  a  Cato  himself, 
out-brave  the  fears  of  Death,  it  is  from  ig- 
norance of  the  real  nature  and  state  of  an 
herbaftek;  but  it  is  clear  knowledt^e  of 
eternity, jand  pf  the  perfections  of  God,  which 
fortifies. the  mind  of  Stabilius  against  every 
painful  apprehension,  now  he  is  making  his 
exil  from  the  stage  of  time,  and  struggling 
hand  to  hand  with  the  quencher  of  the  animal 
flame. 

Mind  the  tender  Honora;  mark  how  she 
stands  with  a  mournful  pleasure  by  the  bed 
of  her  dying  partner,  hers  but  a  very  few  mo- 
ments longer.  Two  things  oppress  her  with 
sensible  concern,  and  two  things  inspire  her 
labouring  bosom  with  holy  joy.  She  is  most 
sensible  of  the  awful  dispensation  which  lays 
her  under  a  multiplicity  of  cares!  and,  oh! 
her  dear,  her  much  esteemed  Stabilius,  the 
pain  which  he  endures  in  his  dcpartino-  mo- 
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meats  becMnes  hers  by^sympathyl  As  sne 
sopports  his  head^  and  tenderly  wipes  thl^  cold 
sweat  from  his  brow,  every  sTgli  oif  hisj'evety  . 
symptom  of  pain,- cuts  its  way  dir&tly  through 
her  sympathetic  heart ;  she  dreads  the  part- 
ing with  him,  yet  longs  for  the  dissolving 
moment.  Souls  thus  knit  by  holy  matrimony, 
and  thus  made  one  by  syinpathy,  feel  in  park- 
ing such  rending  and  tearing  of  the  sensitive 
faculties,  as  neither  tongue  nor  pea  can  des- 
cribe. Bui  in  the  midst  of  her  sorrow  two 
things  support  the  amiable  i/o/?ord,  namely, 
the  consideration  that  these  departing  agonief 
put  a  period  to  every  grief,  a  final  period  to 
every  sorrow  of  her  dear,  her  much  valued 
husband.  And  she  hopes  upon  solid  and. 
scriptural  grounds,  she  hopes  that  in  a  little 
time  she  herself  will  be  in  mercy  taken  to  the 
celestial  world,  where  she  shaH  again  receive 
with  unspeakable  joy  the  pure  and  spiritual 
caresses  of  her  •glorified  husband,  where  they 
shall  spend  a  vast  and  endless  eternity  toge- 
ther,  in  the  transporting  pleasures  of  Para- 
dise, and  mutuaUy  Join  in  celebrating  the 
praises  of  their  common  God  and  Savio4;ir« 
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Thus  she  mourns,  add  reason  says  site  shottld; 
but  religion  tea<^hed  her  to  moiim  as  oae  thai 
is  not  without  hopfe. 

The  dissol^itig  moment  come,  the  watch^- 
ful  infernal^  'took  wing  and  fled>  leaving  the 
soul  for  '^Ver'ld  the  blessed  possession  of  un* 
interrupted  pesice:  she  ascended  triuinphant; 
and,  wrapt  in  extatic  wonder,  sat  for  a  seascm 
on  the  clayey  lips  of  her  beloved  mate,  gazing 
oh  the  splendour  of  the  messenger  of:  heaven, 
notwithstanding  she  herself  shone  more  glori- 
ously than  all  her  attendants ;  who,  free  from 
envy,  joyfully  saluted  her  with  "  Peace  be 
unto  thee,"  and  fondly  congratulated  her  on 
her  safe  arrival  on  the  confines  of  eternity- 

By  this  time  I  thought  I  saw  an  innumera- 
ble company  of  seraphic  ^wmes,  all  of  them 
shining  in  the  perfection  of  glory,  who  as  the 
former  came  at  the  \Viil  of  Immannel  to  con- 
gratulate the  soul  on  her  passage  through  the 
wilderness  of  tears^  and  the  gloomy  valley  of 
the  shadow  of  Death^  and  her  safe  arrival  in 
Immanuel's  <;ouutry:    then   gave   her    their 
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united  wek^ooie  their  respleaf^j^nt  society,    J 
odnnot  now,  ahl  I  caniM>t.  d^^g^ibe  the  joj^'s 
of  the  glory-born  soul,  whe^/^he  4rst  per- 
ceived herself  invested  with  the  radiance  of 
heaven,  and  sensibly  prest  ta.  th^  ferventjbo- 
som  of  everlasting  love^  for  ^h^^.  admi ration 
was  inexpressible.    Bot  my  bepeypji^nt  guide, 
the  good  VeraiiOf  now  becoming^  ap^  interpre- 
ter, with  no  small  difficulty  I  ga^thered   up 
some  few  of  her  rapturous  exprei99ipas,  which, 
bot  for  his  assistance  [  could  not  have  done : 
for  she  spoke  in  the  celestial  tongue,  Mfhich  is 
a  language  that  I  had  never  learned:,  and  so 
imperfect  is  the  fragment  which  I  collected, 
when  compared  with  the  original,  that  I  red- 
den With  shame,  and  my  heart  flutters  with 
fear,  to  expose  it  to  view,  lest  I  should  there- 
by injure  the  subject,  and  eclipse  the  g^ry 
which  I  would  gladly  (the  Lord  knows)  re- 
commend to  human  esteem.  But^  encouraged 
by  the  confession  of  an  incomparable  Pai^, 
''  here  we  see  darkly  and.  bt^t  in  {:)9rt,"  I  will 
venture  to  write  it,  though,  it  is,  as  it  were, 
with  fear  and  trembling.  .      :    . 
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,..  Na  sooper  was  t^e  happy  300!  disentangled 
£fom  mortality,  but  she  was  filled  with  the 
fulness  ef  the,  glory  of  God^  and,  ia  the  high- 
est clcvation^^  pf  ^transport,  cried  out  with  a 
■voice  of  th^.^ost,  perfect  n^elpdj' : 

^^Isrrthis^  ^  resting-place,  to  which  the 
weary,  pilgnoii^  aj:e  brought  after  a  moment^s 
trouble  beiowi  Glorious  rest !  I  have  often 
beardy  I  have  often  longed-for  the  possession 
of  tbee .when  tossed  with  the  tempest  of  life: 
Happy  1 1  Blessed  peace !  Uninterrupted 
joy  and.  permanent  rest!  Hallelujah!  Let 
all  the  empyrean  hosts,  let  all  the  militant 
church  incessantly  praise,  in  the  highest 
strain,  the  eternal  and  bounteous  Provider  of 
this  glorious  rest,  in  which  all  our  labour  and 
sorrow  shall  eternally  cease !  Is  this  the 
heaven  1  have  so  often  heard  preached  ? 
This  glorious  place!  O  heaven  !  How  often 
have  I  heard  of  thy  divine  excellences  when 
sojourning  in  the  world  below  ?  But  now  1 
behold  thy  refulgent  glories  without  an  inter- 
posing cloud;    and,  lo!  tlie  thousandth   part 
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of  thy  beauties  vfasnivei  disfeloseSV'  Happy 
are  thine  inhabitants/lthbu'  iA][)6riaI  eity^  for 
the  Great  King*  is  in  the  'tnidsl -bf  ihce ;  his 
uncreated  glories  ilr^idiate  every  cofniBT  of 
thy  blissful  streets.  **6lest  iind^  lihsuUied 
mansions  of  the  disembodied  spirits  of  the 
just!  Happy  I,  who  was  ptiededtihated' to 
the  possession  of  this  divine^  inheritarice'!-  fs 
this  the  Saviour  whom  i  formi^rty  d(^nied>? 
Ever,  till  the  day  of  unfrustrable  gratee,  did  I 
say  unto  thee,  thou  adorable  Lord,  I  will  not 
have  thee  to  reign  over  me.  Aiid, '  O  my 
Lord,  am  I  now  at  last  blest  with  the  imme« 
diate  vision  of  thee?  Thoo,  Sharon,  rd^e  di- 
vine! Thy  beauties,  Lord,  hot^  amiable  !  O 
how  transcendently  great  are  thine  excellent 
glorias !  Eternal  and  all-<;on({uering  Saviour, 
I  am  now  at  last  ravished  with  thy  super- 
abundant goodness,  which  on  earth  I  could 
scarcely  with  coolneds  admire,  but  now  I  be- 
hold thee  to  be  all  excellent  and  divine. '  Is 
this  the  crown?  The  end  of  all  my  former 
crosses?  "Massy  treasure f  Qterrous  'luaftre-! 
How  striking  is  '  the  .«tujiendon$  blaze !     In 
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the  world  below  iipj.  eyes  were  dreadfully  ob- 
scure ;  but  now  I  behold  all  the  excellences 
of  Godheafi.  AU  the  radiant  beams  of  on- 
clouded  diviorty  in  their  fullest  resplendency 
shining  forth  in  thine  immaculate  person, 
thou  adorable  Jesus !  Blessed  thou !  Happy 
I  \  Blessed,  afflictionsi  which  in  thy  all  pow- 
erful handy  thou  Eternal  Spirit,  have  fitted 
me  for  those  unsuUiable  mansions  of  uninter- 
rupted felicity ! 

''Sin  and   Death,   where    are    ye  now? 
trampled  for  ever  beneath  my  victorious  feet. 
Adorable  Saviour,  the  conquest  is  thine«    Ye 
tempting  fiends,  the   promised    time  is   now 
come  that  I  scorn  for  ever  your  envious  rage. 
No  more,  ye  malignant  infernals,  shall  your 
cruel   bufletings  be  able  to  shake   the  tran- 
quillity of  this  peaceable  and  glorified  mind. 
Nor  shall  your  spear-like  tongues,  ye  sons  of 
violence  and  deceit,  ever  more  be  able  to  tar- 
nish my  conduct  with  blame.     Ye  children  of 
perfidy,   ye'  treacherous   persecutors   of   the 
gracious  chuicb,  the  gulf  is  fixed,  and  here 
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you  can,  never  cQine  a  Sje^Dd  ti^^  \q  perplex 
me  with  sorro^ :  .por  s|ia)l  the  ^aipulttious 
rage  of  fiery  luau  aDd,Jmnetu<^s  pofli^oDs^ 
ever  more  be  able  to  ;9eparate  .b^twia^t  oi^y 
best  beloved  and  me.  '    . 

■  .    }  ''  ^.\.  '•■   .  . ;» 

'^  1  am  DOW  secure  withi^  ^lue.Jnsi^i^ 
mountable  walls^  O  tbou.  blessed  Jeriuaje^! 
Overwhelmed  with  the  iosupportnble .  mase  oi^ 
delighted  divinity ;  here  let  me  bask  ^or  ever^ 
though  the  bliss  is  unsufferablel  Alrieady 
filled  with  the  fulness  of  manifei^ted  and  im- 
parted  love,  let  me  drink  for  ever  at  the  foun- 
tain  of  life.  Ever,  for  ever^  my  Qod,.  wilj  i 
praise  thee;  incessantly  praise  tbee  whilst  eter- 
nity endures.  Graceand  providence^  prey  idence 
and  grace,  shall  fill  up  the  measure  of  mine 
eternally  delightful  song.  This  is  my  em- 
ployment ;  this  is  the  task  prescribed  by  the 
sweet  obligations  of  gratitude.^'  '' 


Having  gatheiried  up  tliis  most  iimperfect 
fragment  of  what  I  heard,  I  thought  that  tiie 
scene  was  drawn,  and   the  visioii  departed 

B  b  5 


who  Mw  the  TiaioDS  of  th«  Alraigl 
to  die  the  death  of  the  righteous, 
joy  such  a  latter  end  as  theirs, 
if  Judas,  the  traitor,  despaired  t 
himself,  after  havmg  betrayed  suet 
Saviour  as  this.  Ah!  Feratio,  m, 
rath,  may  I  enjoy  the  divine  favoi 
else  I  may  lack !  May  I  endure 
which  both  earth  and  liell  can  in 
than  miss  of  the  glory  which  g1 
vealed .'  Fall  short  of  heaven  !  C 
ble  at  the  thought !  Fall  short  of 
I  should,  I  should  be  of  all  creatui 
emphalically  nrelched  and  mise 
love,  to  see,  and  not  enjoy,  ah  !  \i 
rable  ansruish  would  it  cive  !     If  i 
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ler  of  Hich  grand .  iiiiportaDCe ;  but,  raw  and 
unexperienced  as  I  am,  I  think  I  have  some- 
ibing  of  the  same  hope  Which  ;the  good  Sta- 
ii&i«^  expressed;  and  ob^ol^craif^  may  my 
latter  end  be  like  his !  :     '■  j  tyuM}  > 


,  I 


?  ■.-^;l:f^;h-v. 


•,  J  .^l 


Bb6 


ARGUMENT 


TO 


PART  VI. 


Presumption  of  Novitio^^He  is  introduced  into  the 
Presence  of  the  dying  Fidelia — Her  Resignation^^ 
Worldly  Possessions  the  Root  of  all  Evil — The 
Promises  of  God  fulfilled — Death  rendered  pleo' 
sant  by  the  Presence  of  Christ — Exhortation  of  the 
dying  Fidelia — Her  Character — Her  triumphant 
Death'-^Conclusion . 


.IV 


PART    VI. 


Here  my  guide  addressed  me,  and  said. 
Now,  NovitiOf  you  have  seen  something  of 
Death  transformed  into  life,  and  it  is  glori- 
ous in  your  esteem;,  but  if  you  will  follow 
me,  we  may  yet  make  fartlier  discoveries  re- 
lating to  the  departure  of  the  sancti&ed.  By 
this  time  my  curiosity  was  stretched  to  the 
utmost  pitch ;  therefore  I  needed  but  little 
persuasion  to  attend .  to  farther  discoveries, 
seeing  the  departure  of  flume/eu^  and  Stabilius 
was  so  very  agreeable  at  least  no  myself; 
therefore  I  said  to  i!by  guide.  Lead,  Feratio, 
lead  wherever  you  wiU,  and  I  will  follow  you* 

Afe    you   sure  of  that?    replied    Veratuy; 
perhaps   you    may  be    mistaken;    a   much 
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Novitio  introdiiced  into  the  Prcimce 

Stronger  person  than  Novitio  appears  to  be, 
hath  deserted  me  before  now,  and  the  strong- 
est have  found  it  difficult  enough  to  adhere  to 
me  at  certain  times :  Pardon  me,  Sir,  replied 
I,  I  mean  whilst  you  unfold  such  agreeable 
scenes ;  for  I  perceive.  Sir,  their  influence  is 
attractive.  Well,  Novitio,  replied  he,  I  agree 
with  you  in  that,  for  when  yon  are  strongly 
drawn,  I  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  run  apace. 
However,  at  present  let  us  attend  to  the  mat- 
ter in  hand. 

A^ordingly  he  led  me  away  from  this  to 
another,  but  mean,  apartment ;  and  as  we  en- 
tered, he  said,  Now,  Novitioj  prepare  yourself 
for  seeing  the  wondrous  works  of  the  Al- 
mighty. I  admired  what  miracle  I  wqs  now 
to  behold,  but  ere  long  I  beheld  a  miracle  of 
grace;  a  poor  woman  and  three  small  chil- 
dren were  the  humble  inhabitants  of  this  des- 
picable hut;  as  I  learned  from  my  guide,  the 
poor  but  tender  mother,  whose  name  was  JPi- 
delia,  had  been  confined  to  her  bed  by  a 
deathly  disorder  for  the  space  of  six  weels  or 
upwards,  and  by  this  time  she  seemed  almost 


^ 


r 
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conquered  by  the  fatal  enemy  to  nature^ 
though  she  still  retained  the  perfect  use  of 
her  reason,  and  still  was  capable  of  speaking 
to  her  visitants.  At  the  time  of  our  going 
into  her  mean  apartment  some  iPew  of  her 
friendly  acquaintance^  some  of  them  mean, 
others  of  them  better  attired,  were  come  to 
visit  her,  desirous  to  perform  the  best  offices 
of  Christiaa  friendship,  expecting  that  hejr 
departure  from  earth  was  iat  hand.  One  of 
them  who  stood  by  her  bed*side  spoke  to  her 
thus :  "  My  dear  friend  FideUa,  I  see  yoor 
body  is  very  low,  and  in  all  appearance  the 
hour  of  your  departure  is  approaching  near; 
but  if  strength  will  permit,  I  should  be  glad 
to  know  how  it  is  with  you  in  your  soul; 
for  I  have  sometimes  known  the  soul  to  be 
most  healthful  and  vigorous  when  the  out- 
ward man  has  been  in  the  very  arms  of' 
Death.*'  To  whom  I  thought  Fidelia  re- 
plied ;  *'  O  my  friend !  we  have  a  kind  and 
compassionate  Lord;  his  comforts  to  me,  a 
poor  unworthy  creature,  are  neither  few  oor 
small.  I  may  well  say  he  feedeth  me  with 
his  grace,  and  all  his  paths  drop  fatness  to 
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me.     O  my  friends !  my  root  is  in  the  best 
soil ;    and   the  dew.  lies  all  night  uppn  my 
branches.  Oh^  let  me  ever  be  thankfo]  for  that 
sweet  and  transporting  day  ou  which  I  feuud 
freedom  of  soul  to  rely  upon  Christ  alone  for 
salvatioUj^  as  he  is  held  forth   in  the  gospel! 
Blessed  be  God  for  freedom  to  call  the  Re- 
deemer my  own^  and  to  look  up  to  him  in  aa 
appropriating  way !     O  the  sweetness  of  the 
remembrance  of  it !   It  bears  me  down  with 
the  delightful   weight   of  humiliating  love ; 
electing,    redeeming,    and    regenerated    love 
commended  itself  by  thie  sweetest  and  most 
persuasive  eloquence  unto  my  heart,  and  still 
it  is  the  more  endearing,  because  of  its  dis- 
criminating nature.    Oh,  it  is  unspeakable!  0 
the  heights  and  depths!  O  divine  love!  Why 
is  it   that  I,  a  poor  unworthy  hell-deserving 
jsinner,  should  be  found  thy  favourite  object? 
Amazing  and  miraculous  grace !  that  ever  the 
great  salvation  of  the  adorable  Jesus  hath  laid 
hold  on  me,  and  preached  itself  into  my  very 
heart,  notwithstanding  I  am  the  basest  of  all 
the  human  creation.     Behold  I  see  the  wisp> 
the  moral,  the  rich,  and  the  noble,  standing 


Resignation  to  the  DiftpeoMtioos  of  Proridence. 


Ht  a  distance  from  the  great  salvation,  abU 

strangers   to-  the  pardoning,  mercy  of  God, 

•whilst  I,  the  most  unworthy  of  all,  am  fed 

"with  the  comforts  of  his  love.  "^  it  is   thy 

* 

•doings  O  thou  omnipotent  Saviour,  and  it  is 
marvellous  in  my  eyes!  Thou  loVest''mercfy 
-because  thou  wilt  love,  and  pardonest  onljr 
because  such  is  thy  good  pleasure."  ■•''■' 

After  some  time  her  friend  addressed  him- 
self to  her  as  follows :  "  I  perceive,  Fideliuy 
and  I  am  glad  to  see  it,  that  you  do  not 
quarrel  with  the  providence  of  God,  because 
•he  hath  given  you  but  a  scanty  measure  of 
•worldly  substance;  you  do  not  seem  offended 
because  you  are  poor,  and  have  not  fortunes 
to  leave  your  children." 

"  No,  my  friend/'  replied  she,  *^  I  am  not 
angry,  for  the  Lord  doth  all  thiiigs  well,  and 
my  lot  hath  been  rightly  and  wisely  deter^ 
mined ;  I  would  not  on  any  account  that  it 
had  been  otherwise  than  it  has  been.  What- 
ever  beauty  others  may  think  there  is  in 
growing  riches,  I  must  tell  you,  foir  ixiy  own 
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part,  that  I  woold  not  for  the  world  I  had  been 
bom  to  be  ricb^  for  wherever  theycoihe,  riches 
kte  sore  to  be  a  burden  to  the  professor: 
therefore  be  who  well  understood  the  nature 
oP  thiogSy  says,  "  he  that  increaseth  in  theni 
doth  aho  increase  in  sorrow."  I  have  always 
found  my  own  corruptions  to  be  bucden 
enough  for  me  to  bear  up  the  biO  toward 
Mount  Zion,  without  a  weight  of  thick  clay, 
however  brilliant,  on  my  shoaMers.'* 

Here  my  guide  gently  jogged  me,  and 
said.  This  is  most  excellently  judged  of  Fide- 
Ka ;  for  as  weights  of  lead  are  to  the  courser, 
when  he  runs  for  the  plate,  so  is  gold  to  the 
followers  of  Christ.  It  is  very  difhcult  to 
possess  gold  without  loving  of  it,  and  you  may 
know  "  that  the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of 
all  evil ;"  insomuch  that  it  is  next  to  impossi- 
ble for  a  rich  man  to  be  a  true  and  humble 
Christian  *, 


*  Within  the  few  years  that  I  have  been  a  professor,  I 
hiive  known  many  useful  members  of  ^spel  churches  at- 
terly  spoiled  hy  getting  rich.    From  spiritual,  savoun*,  and 
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la  the  mean  while^  Fidelia  continued,  fosA 
said|  **  Had  I  been  full,  I  might  with  many 
others  have  forgotten  my  God ;  but  my  narroif 
circumstances  have  furnished  rae  with  many 
precious  opportunities  of  beholding  the  good- 
ness of  bis  providence,  and  ifaithfulness  tp 
his  promise;  which  opportunities  I  had  cet*' 
tainly  lost  had  I  been  rich.  1  think ;  I  lee 
such  beauty  in  the  unerring  dispensations, pf 
Providence  towards  me,  that  no  way  so  snitr 
able  could  have  been  chosen,  as  the  very  way 
which  my  gracious  God  hath  taken  to  bring 
me  to  himself  and  his  glory.  Weil  may  I  cry 
out  with  the  apostle,  *  O  the  depth  and 
riches  both  of  his  wisdom  and  knowledge.' ". 


sociable  brethren,  they  have  dwindled  into  mere  formalist^ 
and  muck-worms,  barren  fiff-trees  in  the  pirden  of  God, 
and  such  they  are  likely  to  continue  till  it  is  the  pleasure 
of  God  to  revive  them  again.  Many  you  will  find  con- 
viuoed  of  this  doctrine  in  their  jud|rment  whose  affection^ 
are  altogether  unmoved:  therefore  tbey  compass. sea  and 
land  to  get  money,  notwithstanding  they  have  the  greatest 
reason  to  believe  that  It  will  add  to  their  trouble.  Yea,  al- 
though they  have  many  stingf  of  conscience  on  this  ac- 
count, still  they  will  do  what  they  can  to  increase  it.  How 
■absurd  is  man! 
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Filled  with  admiration  at  the  goodness  of 
God,  i^u2e/ia  stopped  here^  and  Veratio  said  to 
me.  It.  has  been,  NpvUio,  the  error  of  many 
writers,  and  stall  more  of  readers,  to  suppose, 
that  small  entertainment,  and  but  few  profit- 
able hi  ntS)  are  to  be  drawn  frc^m  a  state  of 
low  life ;  but  if  we  will  make  true  religion 
our  theme,  where  must  we  go  to  find  it?    If 
we  inquire  at  the  palace  of  his  Grace  Elatus^ 
there  we  see  all   the  pomp   of  magnificent 
pride  driving  on  in  its  lofty  career;  or  if  we 
call  at  the  seat  pf  noy  Lord  Ganeo,  we  are  im- 
mediately confronted  by  drunkenness  and  re- 
velling;  and  the  delicate  board,  though  co- 
vered with  the  most  tasteful  viands,  is  altoge- 
ther destitute  of  that  religion   which  would 
'prevent  it  becoming  a  snare  to  the  owner.    Jt 
is  much  more  likely,  that  if  in   quest  of  real 
religion,  you  will  find  her  with  wretched  La- 
zarus at  the  gate,  rather  than  within  the  hotel 
of  Dives ;    for  not  many  wise  men  after  the 
flesh,  not  many  noble,  are  called  to  the  pos- 
session of  true  religion,  but  the  poor  have  the 
gospel  [preached  to  them ;   and  amongst  the 
lower  class  of  people  religion   dwells  in  its 


\ 
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/  


greatest  power,  as  you  may  see  io  the  c^se  of 
Fidelia^  whose  mind  is  overf^helmed  withlioljr 
joy,  even  in  the  midst  of  her  extreme  suiTerings* 

It  was  DOW,  I  thought,  that  one  of  b^r. 
friends  asked  her  how  it  waa  with  ber,  as  to 
the  comforts  of  life  i  To  which  she  replied. 
'*  Q  my  friends,  I  have  all  things  and  abouha: 
our  eracious ,  God  hath  promised  that  oi|r 
bread  shall  be  given  and  our  water  snall.be. 
sure :  and  to  the  praise  of  his  Providence  1 
can  say,  that  I  have  always  found  the  pro- 
mise verified,  for  he  is  a  God  keeping  cove- 
nant, and  full  of  faithfulness.  This  I  have 
always  had  reason  to  note,  but  more  especi* 
ally  been  sensible  of  it  since  the  death  of  my. 
dear  Fidelia ;  since  then  I  have  been  necessi-, 
tated  to  live  by  faith  on  the  promises  of  a 
provident  God.  Thave  been  enabled  to  trust, 
and  never  knew  the  promises  to  fail,  nor  the 
Lord  to  fall  short  of  any  word  he  hath  spoken^ 
How  shall  I  praise  thee,  thou  God  of  infinite 
fulness,  who  from  thine  own  inexhaustible 
« tores  hath  richly  supplied  all  my  wants !  I. 
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long  to  appear  before  thee,  O  tboo  immaca- 
late  Redeemer^  that  I  may  aee  thee  in  the  ef- 
fulgence of  thy  glory,  for  here  I  see  darkiy  es 
in  a  glass.  Many  are  the  refreshing  gales  of 
sweet  consolation  which  I  have  had  in  the 
ordinances  of  ,thy  grace ;  but  oow,  when  I 
compare  them  with  that  unfathomable  depth 
of  undecaying  comfort,  which  I  see  immedi- 
ately before  mc,  they  are  like  the  smaJI  dost 
of  the  balance  when  compared  to  the  world; 
or  like  to  the  drop  of  water  which  hangs  at 
the  bucket,  when  compared  to  the  vast  ocean. 
O  the  divine  blaze  of  heavenly  glory,  which 
already  begins  to  beam  upon  my  soul,  even 
on  this  wilderness  side  of  Jordan  !  O  tbou 
new  and  heavenly  Jerusalem,  I  am  already 
overcome  with  thine  excellent  beauties  I  Oh, 
what  must  it  be  when  put  into  full  posses- 
sion !  And,  even  now,  nothing  hinders  me 
from  feeding  on  the  fattest  of  thy  comforts, 
but  this  thin  and  almost  rent  veil  of  mortalitv» 
Let  it  once  be  rent,  as  soon  it  will,  and  I  shall 
with  unspeakable  joy  sustain  all  the  stupen- 
dous blaze  of  th}'  unsullied  glories. 
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I  long,  ok  !   I  long  to  joio  yonder  glorionff 
throng,  yonder  radiant  church  in  the  realms 
above.     I  long  to  press  into  yonder  bright 
assembly,  which  by  faith  I  see  surrounding 
the  eternal  throne>  that  I  might  mingle  my 
humble  notes  with  their  haTmonious  voices, and 
with  them  sing  the  praise  of  God  and  of  the 
Lamb.     Hasten  thy  pace,  O  ever  tardy  trme ! 
Ye  moments,  swiftly  end  your  destined  flight. 
Lord,  shake   my  glass,  that   the   sands   may 
speedily  pass  through.     But  I  see,  holy  and 
reverend  is  his  name,  tliat  there  remains  but 
a  few  particles  more  in  the  Ufe-ead  of  my 
glass,  and  they  will  speedily  be  down :   then 
faee  to  face  I  shall  see  the  glorious  object  of 
my  supreme  delight,  and  for  ever  offer  np 
perfect  adoration  to  Him  that  loved  me,  and 
washed  me  in  his  blood.     With  unspeakable 
delight  I  shall  behold  that  glorious  face  which 
once  was  marred  with  ihame  and  spitting.    Z 
shall  behold  him  for  myself,  and  not  for  an- 
other.    These    ey-es,   which    have    so    often 
turned   aside  after   vanity,  these   very   eyes, 
shall  in  transport  gaze  on  the  King  in  bis 
a  \3  c  c 
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beauty ;  this  tongue  shall  delight  to  praue 
him  eternity  along  ;  and  these  hands^  which 
once  were  the  instruments  of  unrighteousness^ 
shall  cast  at  bjs  majestic  feet  the  glorious 
crown  wherewith  this  worthless  bead  shaU- 
soon  be  adorned.  O  happy^  happy  day^  that 
brings  home  the  longing  exile,  ai)d  lands  the 
weary  pilgtini  upon  the  shore  of  re^t|  to  b^ 
evelri  ever  with  the  Lord !" 

I 
^  I     •  •     • « 

Fidelia,  fiqishing  here,  her  friend  again  said 
to  her :  ".  My  dear  sister,  I  rejoice  with  you 
that  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  indulge  you  with 
such  a  measure  of  his  sensible  presence  on 
this,  which  otherwise  would  be  a  day  of  se- 
vere trial  to  you  4  but  the  Redeemer's  pre- 
sence makes  even  Death  itself  not  only  tole- 
rable, but  desirable  and  easy.  But  in  the 
midst  of  your  sensible  enjoyments  you  seem 
as  if  you  had  forgotten  your  three  little  chil- 
dren; tell  me,  Fidelia^  have  you  no  uneasi- 
ness at  the  thoughts  of  leaving  them  behind 
you  in  a  land  of  sin  and  sorrow  f  Would  it 
not,  with  submission  to  the  divine  will^  be  de- 
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sirable  to  you  to  be  spared  to  See  them  brought 
up  to  a  capacity  of  doing  for  tnemselves  ?** 


. .'  • .  • 


To  whom  Fidelia  replied  :  '^  The  Xord  hath 

V  .  V*'",  '  '^'1    ',■  '     '      "     '» 

been  a  husband  to  the  widow,  and  tjam  per- 
suaded he  will  be  a  father  to  the  fattii^'rlesis. 
and  an  all-sufficient  stay  to  the  helpless  or>^ 
phan.    "illy  children  are  dear,  but  my  Savibiir 
is  infinitely  dearer  to  me;   and   I  have   got 
such  a  taste  of  the  grapes  of  the  heavenly 
Canaan/  that  I  cannot  think  of  abiding  on 
this  wilderness-side  of  DeAth.    My  heart  is 
already  gone  over ;  oh,  why  do  I  tarry  any 
longer  behind !   but  the  Lord's  time  is  the 
"best.    Pray  for  me,  my  friends,  that  I  may 
not  offend  the  best  of  Beings  by  my  impa- 
tience to  be  gone,  but  submissively  wait  for 
the  dissolving  moment/'    Then  her   friend 
tenderly  rejoined,  '*  But  have  your  compa- 
nions in  warfare  no  weight  at  all  upon  your 
mind  ?    Can  you  with  pleasure  leave  them  in 
this  inhospitable  world  ?"  She  replied ;  "Alas ! 
my  friend,  of  what  service  can  my  presence 
be  to  a  warfaring  church  ?    I  can  be  of  no 
use  at  all.    But  I  know  that  He  who  hath 
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chosen,    purchased,    and    sanctified    it,  i?ill 
safely  keep  it,  and  every  individual  member 
of  it,  to  the  perfect  day :  for  of  all  whom  the 
Father  hath  given  to  the  Mediator,  he  hath 
not  lost,  he  will  not  lose,  any  thing ;  no  not 
the  weakest,  or  the  most  contemptible:  for 
all  shall  be  gathered  safe   to   his  heavenly 
kingdom.    Give  the  immortal  love  of  a  dying 
woman  to   our  fellow  church   members,  and 
tell  them  from  me,  that  it  is  the  last  request 
of  their  dying  friend,   that   they   live  at  a 
greater  distance  from  the  world.     There  is, 
alas  !  too  much,  by  far  too  much  likeness  be- 
twixt the  precious  children  of  God,  and  the 
children  of  the  world.     Some  of  them,  in  a 
manner  very  unbecoming,  court  the  fantasti- 
cal  honours,    and   others    seem    too   eagerly 
to    thirst   after  the  perishing,  unsatisfactory 
riches  of  this  transitory  and  delusive  world, 
which,  if  they  could    obtain,  would  all  lose 
their  beauty  on  a  dying  day.     Oh !  a  dying 
day  gives  us  clear  views  of  things,  and  ex- 
ceedingly diminishes  the  value  of  gold  and 
silver.     Bid  them,  therefore,  behold  the  pro- 
fits and  houours  of  this  world,  with  death-bed 
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eyes,  then  ihey  will  readily  declare  that  '  all 
is  vanity.'  And  others  of  our  friends  there 
are,  who  but  too  muchdelighlt  in  the  vain 
and  empty  pleasures  of  the  flesh,  which  at 
best  are  no  more  than  an  aerial  dream.  But, 
oh !  tell  them  from  me,  that  the  honours  of 
life  are  lighter  than  chaff,  and  will  all  be 
driven  away  when  Christ  comes  with  h,is  fan 
in  his  hand,  thoroughly  to  purge  his  floor; 
then,  my  friends,  they  will  appear  lighter 
than  nothing,  and  altogether  vanity^  Qb,.that 
they  could  be  persuaded  that  gol^  and  silver  . 
is  one  of  the  most  dangerous  burdens  that  a 
Christian  possibly  can^  carry ;  the  ]pve  of  mo- 
ney is  the  root  of  all  evik  They  will  never 
repent  when  they  come  to  a  deathy^bed,  that 
tbey  are  not  rich,  ai^d  cannot  leave. fortunes 
for  their  children.  Tell  them  that  if  the  Al- 
mighty, in  his  wisdom,  sees  that  riches  are 
for  their  good,  he  will  in  his  benevolence' be- 
stow them  without  their  immoderate  care,  or 
without  injuring  their  minds  in  the  least.  Ob, 
Jet  Christians  beware  of  accounting  gain  to  be 
jgodlincsB.    Tell  them  from  me,  that  the  g^rr 
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sait  of  worldly  pleasare  is  the  certain  ^^y  to 
dishonoar  their  God,  and  destroy  the  peace 
of  their  o^n  souk.  Oh,  persuade  them^  as 
Christiatts^  to  seek  the  things'  winch  come 
from  ttb^re,  where  the  blessed  Jesus  sitteth 
at  th^  right  hand  of  God.  Let  them  know 
that  eonformitj  to  the  vain  eostoms  of  the 
irorM  is  highly  injurious  to  the  cause  and  in- 
terest of  Christ,  and  has  a  natural  tendency 
Co  harden  poor  '•  sinners  in  their  rebellion 
against  God.  When  they  come  to  a  death- 
bed as  I  am  now,  all  those  names  of  honour, 
the  applause  of  mankind,  and  all  the  comfort 
which  springs  from  the  possession  of  riches, 
will  vanish  away  as  empty  vapours  and 
smoke.  Verily,  all  things  here  below  are  va- 
nity. The  divine  religion  of  the  ever-loviog 
and  ever-lovely  Jesus  is  the  one  thing  need- 
ful; the  only  thing  that  will  yield  satisfac- 
tion on  a  dying  day." 

Fidelia  having  exhausted  her  strength,  re- 
"inained  a  considerable  time  silent,  Sind  Veratio 
tjttjhed  himself  toward  me  and  said  : 


Jiqw,  NovitiOj  this.  fM\  dj^i^^l  c^Ugion  lyith 
a  witnes^i ;  h^e  a^re  rickefr-iftj  tb^)  m4fA;  of 
poverty  j  bealtl^  i»f the  mii^l  qlw^c^iMfft^ ;  joy 
la  the  midst  of  paiaj,  aod^glQVy  ^ipg  QiMt'  of 

misery*  What  an  exaJt^,pw»V^^  •<  Hpw 
much  of  faeitven  is  nowfkjt  id^k^il,  iillp  ^this 

blessed  cottage!  How  rglpr^fi^sinoUofWd^x- 
eelleDt  is  thy  religion,  0>  thQU  ainiiahta>3^vi- 
our  of  mankind!  l^leisi^ed  i^^-he,  l^h^  lif^jof 
whose  soul  is  the  only  begot^e^<p^jh^; loa- 
the*:!  .    i  >    \,',:jj,-si 

.       :    V,.  \)  A 

Know,  my  friend,  that  Fidelia  wa^  ..d^W^* 
ter  to  a  worthy  tradesman  named  PhjU^lfit^s, 
one  who  was  a  constant  Jover,  and  a  jpiHic- 
tual  observer,  of  truth,  as  all  that  de^kll-fpHth 
him  would  readily  testify.  Phikdetheg  ,i^as 
parent  to  a  numerous  offspring,  wHouM;  he 
carefully  instructed  in  the  principles  ofjiffsli- 
gion.  As  soon  as  his  tender  infants  k^g%^  to 
lisp  forth  their  innocent  and  child-like  prat- 
tlings,  he  used  to  d^l  with  ttiom  v:^  .X4^ional 
creatures,  and  stii4i^  t0..i«G4)ff€a^  ih^t^.Mnds 
with  a  sense  of  tfa^  gr^eatne^^  a^  ^^mipre- 
sence  of  God;  particularly  of  the  purity  of 
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bis  nature  and  his  utter  aversioa  of  sin.  It 
was  his  constant  custom  to  maintain  regu- 
larly, at  a  certain  hour  twice,  a- day,  the  wor- 
ship of  God  in  bis  family,  at  which  he  took 
care  that  no  business,  however  urgent,  should 
hinder  the  attendance  of  either  children  or 
servants,  accounting  it  his  honour,  as  be 
found  it  his  pleasure,  to  go  before  his  family, 
in  the  worship  of  their  Maker.  And  well 
knowing,  that  the  Almighty  delighteth  more 
in  tbe  gates  of  Zion  than  in  all  the  dwelVmgs 
of  Jacob,  he  carefully  led  his  whole  family 
duly  to  attend  the  public  worship  of  God, 
during  which  he  accustomed  his  children, 
from  their  youngest  years,  to  a  decent  and 
hecoming  gravity  in  the  house  of  prayer. 
He  sufi'ered  no  part  of  the  holy  sabbath  to  be 
devoted  to  vain  amusements  or  worldly  busi- 
ness ;  the  morning  thereof  was  chiefly  employed 
in  divine  worship,  and  in  putting  his  family  in 
mind  of  the  solemnity  of  the  sanctuary  ser- 
vice which  they  were  to  enter  upon ;  and  in 
the  evening  his  care  was  to  improve  the  ser- 
mons which  they  had  heard,  and  administer 
suitable  instructions  to  the  various  branches 
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of  his  family,  according  to  their  several  capa- 
cities. He  greatly  confided  Itt  that  word  of 
promise^  "Train  up  a  child' in  the  way  tie 
should  gOy  and  when  he  is  old  hb  will  not  de- 
part from  it."  Proverbs  xxii.  6.  And  aittiodgh 
he  perfectly  knew  that  he  cotild  not  grve 
them  grace,  he  believed  it  his  diity  to  indre 
them  to  the  forms  of  religion^  Encouraged 
by  the  promise,  and  well  knowing  that  human 
endeavours  avail  but  litxle  without  divine  In- 
fluence, he  was  a  fervent  wrestler  *  with  Godfor 
the  blessing,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  that 
his  endeavours  and  prayers,  w^re  not  in  vain; 
as  his  family,  even  from  their  younger  yeafs, 
were  ptoperly  restrained  from  the  fashionable 
vices  which  corrupt  our  youth,  and  were  per- 
fect strangers  to  the  brilliancy  of  a  ball,  and 
the  irreligious  entertainment  of  a  theatre.  In 
the  disposal  of.  his  children,  in  marriage,  he 
was  not  so  careful  about  worldly  advantages^ 
as  he  was  strictly  nice  in  his  inquiries,  whe- 
ther there  was  a  likeness  in  their  natural  dis- 
position, the  visible  appearance  of  real  grace 
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in  the  soal,  and  li  harmony  in  their  religions 
sentiments ;  M  he  well  knew  that  unless  hus- 
band and  wife' are  of  the  same  opinioD,  both 
with  regi&rd  to  doctrine  and  manner  of  wor- 
ship,  thei^t^  but  little  prospect  of  that  union 
which  is  ^  essential  to  mutual  happiness. 
Fidelia  he  married  to  a  worthy  young  man  of 
but  a  smull  fortune,  whose  name  was  Fidelio, 
a  mechanical  tradesman,  who  in  their  younger 
years  sustained  such  losses  in  trade  as  re- 
duced him  to  the  necessity  of  supporting  his 
family  by  the  labour  of  his  bands ;  and  no 
labour  he  thought  too  hard  to  support  his 
wife  and  children,  whom  he  so  tenderly  loved. 
Bot>  as  one  says  in  a  certain  place^  it  some- 
times happens  to  a  righteous  person  accord- 
ing to  the  desert  of  the  wicked ;  so  it  hap- 
pened to  Fidelia;  for  it  pleased  the  Lord  a 
few  years  since  to  take  her  husband  away 
from  her  at  a  very  short  notice,  ta  possess 
the  heavenly  diadem  to  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed. Her  fervent  and  faithful  friend, 
her  diligent  provider  being  gone,  she  found 
h«rself  in  a  melancholy  situation,  left  in  an 
iohospitable  viotld,  with  three  tender  and  be- 
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loved  infaatSione  of  «rhifJt^/vrA%jH)^)^$^^(^§lAnf|d^ 
from  the  breasu  But  her  Go4i  imt  ^^i^V^l  G^f 
was  the  object  of  her  trust.  rShdiseifttblj^fuHf 
the  stroke^and  was  huoibled,lMQdie|)tb^  aiQicl^ 
ing  dispensatioos ;  but  ctver^yfiefe/i  .|f as  rtbe 
grieved  Fidelia  heard  to  alledg^  tkat ,  thje  Ah- 
mighty  Disposer  dealt  hardly  ivMh  l)tr«;\  N4- 
ver  was  she  known  ib  a  way^f  muirmiiriD^ 
and  iinpatieDce  to  say  unto  G^d^rt^iWkkSit 
doest  thou  ?'^  V^^ ^ 

Oa  the  other  hand^  ske  wa^-c^uieialntA 
know^  whether  6he  had  not  pur<clm|e4-:ll)i^ 
afHiction  to  herself,  by  w  over  fiUi^m  Mh 
and  too  much  dependance  oa  ber  husbail^l 
thereby  withholding  a  part  of  her  bisarl  hiQ^m$ 
and  infringing  her  duty  of  fuU  dep^ndeat^ 
on  God.  In  the  times  of  h^  deepest  disiri^ 
she  was  wont  thus  to  reasoQ :  .^'  I  kooiP^'yeail 
am.  fully  persuadedj  that  the  Lord  affliot^ll 
not  willingly  ;^  there  must  be  necestily  ft>r  i|^ 
ere  he  isjdjeaaed  to  apply  thye  r<Qdr  lAStM^ 
of  mourning asoBewithoi^t. hope,  ber.|MJneiH 
pal  care  wa9>  that  the  dispensation  raighj:'  be 
sanctified  to  ber  advantage  and  growth  ia 
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grace,  that  she  might  live  more  upon,  and 
rest  more  fully  in,  the  Saviour  who  died  for 
her.  Fidelia  was  a  woman  who  knew  well 
how  to  plead  a  promise  in  the  time  of  need ; 
she  was  always  but  weak  in  body,  but  a  pow- 
erful wrestler  at  the  throne  of  grace ;  she  was 
shy  in  courting,  and  modest  in  receiving,  fa- 
vours from  man ;  but  at  the  throne  of  grace 
she  was  importunate,  and  would  not  take  a 
denial.  Her  circumstances  being  very  low 
after  the  death  of  her  husband,  she  was 
brought  to  the  necessity  of  living  by  faith  in 
a  promising  God,  even  for  her's  and  her  chil- 
dren's daily  sustenance,  which  I  assure  you  is 
far  from  being  the  easiest  part  of  the  exercise 
of  faith. 

Distressed  Fidelia  used  to  comfort  herself  in 
reflecting  upon  the  regard  which  Jehovah  has 
expressed  towards  the  poor  and  needy,  and 
especially  his  declaring  himself  "  to  be  a  hus- 
band to  the  widow,  a  father  to  the  fatherless, 
and  a  stay  to  the  helpless  orphan ;"  and  thus 
she  was  wont  to  refleqt  within  herself,  "  the 
glorious  God,  who  hath  seen  it  meet  to  tak£ 
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away  my  husband,  bath  graciously  promised 
to  be  a  husbaad  to  me  himself:  and.  if  he 
will  be  my  husband^  as  he  ha()i  s^aJi^,  he  wi)! 
surely  act  the  part  of  the  best  gf, husbands. 
The  husband's  part  is  to  direct^t  defend,  and 
provide,  for  his  spouse ;  and  ^1  tl^is  th^  Lord 
hath  promised  he  will  do  for  the  wj^pw  wh,o 
trusts  in  him.  This  is  agreeable  to  the  tenor 
of  the  promises  in  general,  and  in  particular 
to  that  salutary  word  on  which  he  has  caused 
me  to  hope,  where  he  hath  declared  himself  a 
sun  and  a  shield  to  his  people.  Here  is  light 
to  lead  and  direct,  here  is  heat  to  influence 
and  quicken  me  in  all  my  langour,  and  here 
is  a  shield  for  safety,  a  shield  of  protection 
from  all  enemies,  outward  and  inward;  he 
addeth,  I  will  give  grace  to  support  under, 
and  to  sanctify  afflictions;  and  when  the 
work  is  finished,  he  says,  I  will  give  glory. 
This  life  is  indeed  a  hfe  of  infinite  want$,  but 
here  is  provision  made  for  them  all ;  for  it  is 
added,  *  I  will  withhold  no  good  thing.'  This 
is  an  ample  provision  made  for  all  my  ne- 
cessities. Great  as  they  are,  the  grace  of  the 
promise  is  infinitely  greater.    Here  is  conso- 
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latory  supply  for  the  most  desolate  widow. 
I  will  therefore  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  not  be 
itfraid ;  aud,  so  trusting  I  shall  never  be  con- 

,  founded,  nor  shall  my  hope  be  put  to  shame. 
This  is  the  ground  of  all  my  confidence ;  he 
encourages  the  boldness  of  the  weak,  the 
poor,  and  needy,  hut  abhors  the  timidity  of 
the  unbelieving.  None  are  ever  condemned 
for  trusting  in  the  Lord  with  a  holy  boldness, 
in  proportion  to  their  necessities ;  my  neces- 
sities are  great,  therefore,  O  Lord,  may  my 

.  trust  in  thee  be  strong/'— It  was  thus  she 
communed  with  her  own  heart  in  profitable 
reflections  upon  the  promises  of  God.  She  was 
likewise  accustomed  early  to  tell  her  children, 
"  that  now  they  had  no  natural  father  to  pro- 
vide for  and  dispose  of  them :  bat  that  God 
had  declared  himself  '  the  father  of  the  fa- 
therless,* and  she  hoped  that  He  would  be  a 
father  to  them."  Earnestly  did  she  recom- 
mend them  to  the  grace  and  protection  of 
the  divine.  Shepherd,  who  bears  the  lambs  on 
his  arm,  and  nourisheth  them  in  his  bosom. 
She  prayed,  and.  she  hoped  that  God  would 
be  the  guardian  of  their  infant  years,  train 
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them  up  in  his  own  fear,  nurtu^;  and  adtelb- 
nition,  provide  for  them  ttrin^B  n^cestoj^y^ 
and  dispose  of  them  to  the  glory  both  of  ^is 
providence  and  grace.  Thns  their  d«)3y 
prayers  were  unto  the  Lord,  And  td-'  him  were 
all  her  cares  committed,  nothing'^tloU&libg, 
but  in  the  unbounded  beneficence  ^f  ^  hb'  nfei- 
ture  he  would  take  special  care  both  of '  h<er 
aind  hers.  .       j: 

She  lived  in  a  constant  reliance  on  thd'prb- 
vidence  and  promises  of  God,  and  was  -sever 
disappointed,  notwithstanding  her  faith  was 
frequently  tried  as  with  fire ;  and  now  she  is 
dying,  could  I  paint  to  you  the  holy  joys  of 
her  elevated  soul,  if  you  were  possessed  of  all 
the  wealth  of  the  Indies,  Novitio,  you  would 
willingly  part  with  it,  if  it  were  possible  that 
you  could  exchange  your  condition  for  stich 
as  hers.  An  explicit  narration  of  FidelWs 
experience  would  be  of  more  use  to  the 
church  of  Christ,  than  the  volnminooa  ek* 
borate  works  of  many  learned  doctors,  ^o 
have  not  had  the  same  experience :  for  there 
hath  be^Q  more'  rell^ioii  ^n  ti^week  of  her 
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life  than  in  diirty  years'  preaching  of  some 
who  are  called  masters  in  Israel.  And  now^ 
Novitio,  that  yoa  may  know  that  God  is  not 
ashamed  of  the  meanest  of  his  smnts,  I  have 
a  miod  once  more  to  give  you  a  view  of  the 
immaterial  world ;  thereby  you  will  see  that 
the  angels  of  God  do  not  despise  her  because 
of  her  poverty. 

This  said,  he  again,  in  his  usual  manneT,  so 
strengthened  my  visual  ray,  that  instantly  I  saw 
the  place  was  filled  with  the  heavenly  hosts, 
who  unweariedly  ministered  to  the  dying  wo- 
man ;  and  she,  notwithstanding  in  the  em- 
braces of  Death,  was  so  transported  with 
holy  joy,  that  she  forgot  the  pains  of  dying. 
So  fervently  glowed  the  seraphic  flame  in  her 
heart,  and  in  such  profusion  the  joys  of  ap- 
proachi4ig  eternity  were  poured  into  her  soul, 
that  all  sensation  of  pain  seemed  to  be  gone. 
— By  this  time  the  lamp  of  nature  only 
glimmered  in  the  socket;  she'  lay  supinely 
stretched  on  her  bed,  longing  and  waiting  for 
the  dissolving  moment :  and  so  long  as  hef 
¥QJc^  coptjuu^d  articulate,  she  dispensed  in- 
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structions  to  her  friends^  adoring  the  riches 
of  electing,  redeeming,  and  regenerating  love. 
At  last  perceiving  that  nature*^  sparks  were 
almost  extinguished,  with  eyes  dubltmely  ele- 
vated, and  holy  triumph  smiling  on  her  coun*^ 
tenance,  with  a  voice  which  could  scarcely  be 
heard,  she  said,  '^  Come,  Father,  cotne ;  thou 
knowest  I  am  waiting  thy  command/' — ^TThese 
were  the  last  words,  and  in  a  few  moments 
after  she  quietly  departed,  and  her  glorified 
soul  joined  in  fellowship  with  the  ministers  of 
heaven,    formerly   her    invisible    attendants. 
Now  swift  as  thought  they  carried  her  away  to 
the  blissful  regions  of  eternal  day  :  where  she 
was  received  with  joyful  acclamations  by  all 
the  hosts  of  the  heaven  of  heavens ;  and  the 
ever-adorable  Redeemer  prono#feced  her  bles- 
sed, saying,  "  Well   done,   thou   good   and 
faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of 
thy  Lord,  thou  hast  been  faithful  over  a  few 
things,   therefore   thou   shalt  be  ruler  over 
many."     On  which   I  thought  a  crown  of 
righteousness  was  put  upoii  her  head  by  the 
pierced  hand  of  tlhe  Redeemer ;  a  palm  of 
triumph  given  to  her>  and  orders  issued  to 
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put  ber  ID  possession  of  one  of  the  miuisioiis 
near  the  jasper  throne ;  where  she  strove  to 
outdo  Magdalene  in  praise,  and  to  exalt  ber 
voice  even  above  that  of  Mary  the  mother  of 
our  Lord.  Here  was  emulation  withont  an-' 
ger,  the  most  earnest  contention  without  any 
tincture  of  pride.  Who  should  be  least  in 
their  own  esteem ;  who  should  most  glorify 
and  exalt  sovereignly  free  and  distinguisbiog 
grace,  where  the  spings  of  all  their  heavenly 
debates.  Here  Manasseh  vied  with  the  sweet 
singer  of  Israel,  the  man  after  God's  own 
heart ;  the  crucified  thief*  with  Enoch  and 
Abraham ;  Ruth  the  Moabitess  with  Debo- 
rah, a  mother  of  Israel;  Jairus  the  jailor, 
contended  with  Paul  the  apostle;  and  babes 
from  the  womb  claimed  right  to  sing  louder 
than  Solomon  the  wisest  of  men.  Here 
parents  strove  to  surpass  their  children,  and 
children  to  exceed  the  praises  of  their  pa- 
rents ;  masters  their  former  servants,  and  ser- 
vants their  masters ;  ministers  their  people, 
and  people  their  ministers :  and  every  one 
urged  his  claim  by  rational  and  consistent  ar- 
guments.   As  I  was  listening  to  the  sweet 
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confentiot),  and  gazing  on  the  unutterable 
glories  of  the  heavenly  world,  tty  beloved 
sleep  departed,  the  unwelcome  morning 
rushed  in  upon  me,  and  bereaved  me  of  the 
precious  delights  I  had  enjoyed  in- the  night. 
So  I  awoke  to  disappointment  and  sorrow^ 
finding  myself  still  in  the  tents  of  Kedar^ 
possessed  as  heretofore  of  that  unclean  na* 
ture,  whence  every  evil  to  me  proceeds,  and 
still  to  go  burdened  and  groaning  because  of 
a  body  of  Death  whilst  in  this  tabernacle. 
Yea,  after  all,  perhaps  to  be  tired  of  this 
world,  and  yet  afraid  to  venture  into  another. 


THE  END. 


MariMt  gmd  Ntwmimt  Printers,  Oj^^rd. 
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